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SEVERE ACCIDENT MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES 
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The events at Fukushima Daiichi have highlighted the importance of Severe Accident Management 

Guidelines (SAMGs).  As the world has learned from the catastrophe and countries are considering 

changes to their nuclear regulatory programs, the content of SAMGs and their regulatory control are 

being evaluated.  This presentation highlights several factors that are being addressed in the United 

States as rulemaking is underway pertaining to SAMGs.  The question of how to be prepared for the 

unexpected is discussed with specific insights gleaned from Fukushima. 
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For the past 3 years since Fukushima accident, various issues related to nuclear safety and radiation 

safety were raised in Korea. This presentation focuses radiation protection (RP) issues among the 

various issues and has the purpose to share experiences and lessons-learned related to the RP 

issues. 

Special safety inspections on NPPs in Korea were performed immediately after Fukushima accident 

and 50 follow-up measures were established in May, 2011 to improve the nuclear safety. Some of 

them were related to radiation protection and emergency responses. Recently, in March, 2014, 

additional follow-up measures were decided to be taken in additionally strengthening safety-related 

equipment and emergency response organization. 

The 50 Fukushima-accident-follow-up measures include radiation protection for members of the 

public in emergency responses. Based on the follow-up measures, expansion of emergency planning 

zone (EPZ) is to be made according to the approval of legislation by National Assembly on May 2, 

2014. 

For the past 3 years, the degree of the public concerns on radiation risk has been the highest. 

Spontaneous activities for radiation monitoring happened in the public. Some members of the public 

found some contaminated paved roads in November, 2011 and a contaminated kitchen ware in 

January, 2012. These findings suggest the importance of the management of recycled metal scraps 

imported from other countries. 

Fukushima accident gave much impact on Korean society all. The public gets very sensitive to issues 

about nuclear safety and radiation safety. Most parts of RP issues raised are related to the public. 

The lessons-learned are that as an issue is raised, it has a chance to be solved. However, RP issues 

related to radiation workers in accident conditions in NPPs are difficult to be raised enough to 

confirm and improve the robustness of radiation protection programs in accident conditions. It is 

necessary to share RP issues raised in each country as well as experiences and lessons-learned. Then, 

the shared information could help to enhance RP programs in each country in different conditions. 

 


