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A brief overview of the IPCC
Second Assessment Report

—Bert Bolin, Chairman, Intergovernmental Panel oh
Climate Change (IPCC)

f • Ihe IPCC's Second Assessment Report, finalized in
I December 1995, was a massive undertaking.

A Policymakers and others interested in the climate
change issue are still absorbing the Second Assessment
Synthesis, the three Summaries for Policymakers, and the
2,000-plus underlying pages. This process will take some
time to complete.

In my role as Chairman, I am regularly asked to make
presentations on the Report. Clearly, any brief talk or
article must be selective and in that sense somewhat sub-
jective. But as a way of encouraging readers to explore
the original volumes (see ordering information below), I
can offer the following survey of some of the IPCC's key
findings.

The climate system
* Atmospheric concentrations of greenhouse gases are

still rising and thus increasing the positive radiative
forcing of climate. This tends to warm the surface of the
earth and to bring about other associated changes in the
earth's climate. The slow-down that was observed during
1990-1993 in carbon dioxide's rate of increase has come
to an end.

* The enhanced concentrations of tropospheric
aerosols (dust and other small particles in the lower
atmosphere) resulting from the combustion of fossil
fuels, biomass burning and other sources cause some
negative forcing (both directly and indirectly).

This forcing is not uniform world-wide but is felt in
particular regions and subcontinental areas where
aerosols are present. At the local level it can be large
enough to more than offset the positive forcing due to
greenhouse gases. Cm the continental-to-hemispheric
scale it affects climate change patterns. Aerosols reduce
the enhanced global radiative forcing caused by

greenhouse gases by about one third (ranging between 20
and 40%).

* Considerable advances have been made in
distinguishing human-induced climate change from natural
climate variability. A major area of progress is the shift in
focus from studies of global mean changes to compari-
sons of modelled vs. observed spatial and temporal pat-
terns of climate change. Uncertainties still remain con-
cerning some key factors. Nevertheless, the balance of
evidence now suggests that there is a discernible human
influence on climate.

* For the mid-range IPCC scenarios of future emis-
sions, and assuming the best estimate value of climate
sensitivity, models project an increase in global mean
surface air temperature of about 2°C by the year 2100 (in
addition to what may have been induced by human emis-
sions so far). Due to uncertainties about future emissions
and the climate system's sensitivity to radiative forcing,
the uncertainty range of this projection is 1-3.5°C.

* Because of the oceans' thermal inertia, only 50-90%
of the eventual equilibrium temperature change would
have been realized by 2100. Temperature would continue
to increase beyond 2100, even if concentrations of
greenhouse gases were stabilized at that time. The
projected sea-level rise is estimated to range from 15 to
95 cm, with a best estimate of 50 cm by the year 2100.
Sea level would continue to rise even after the global
climate and the mean temperature would have stabilized.

* Regional temperature changes may differ substantially
from die change in the global mean. It is, however, not yet
possible to describe with certainty how.
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Impacts
The IPCC also looked at the

environmental impacts of climate
change. Here we encounter the
fundamental difficulty that the
regional distributions of climate
change can still not be well projected.
We can tell, for example, that the
continents, particularly at high
latitudes, will warm more quickly
than the oceans. We can also draw
other general condusions, but the
impacts of a climate change on
individual countries and their people
still remain quite uncertain.

Nevertheless:
* Models project that as a

consequence of possible changes in
temperature and water availability, a
substantial fraction (a global average
of one third, varying by region from
one seventh to two thirds) of the
existing forested areas of the earth
will undergo major changes in broad
vegetation types. The greatest
changes would occur at high, latitudes
and the smallest in the tropics.
Climate change is expected to occur
at a rate that would be rapid relative to
the speed at which forest species
grow, reproduce, and re-establish
themselves.

* Deserts are likely to become
more extreme, in that, with few
exceptions, they are projected to
become hotter but not significantly
wetter.

* Global warming will lead to an
intensification of the global
hydrological cycle and will have
major impacts on regional water
resources. Changes in the total
amount of precipitation and in its
frequency and intensity are likely to
directly affect the magnitude and
timing of runoff and the intensity of
floods and droughts.

* The productivity of agriculture
and forestry is projected to increase
in some areas and decrease in others.
Existing studies show that, on the
whole, global agricultural production
could be maintained in the face of
climate change projected under
doubled equivalent carbon dioxide

equilibrium conditions (i.e. a
scenario where the combined effect
of all greenhouse gases is equivalent
to that of a doubling of carbon
dioxide concentrations over the pre-
industrial level).

The distribution of productive land
will most likely change, improving
yields in some regions but causing
significant set-backs in others. This
conclusion takes into account the
beneficial effects of carbon dioxide
fertilization—implying more
growth at higher carbon dioxide
concentrations — but does not allow
for possible changes in the
occurrence of pests.

* Climate change is likely to have
wide-ranging and mostly adverse
impacts on human health. Direct
effects include increases in
mortality and illness (particularly
cardio-respiratory-related) due to an
anticipated increase in the intensity
and duration of heat waves. Indirect
effects of climate change would
include increases in the potential
transmissions of vector-bome
infectious diseases such as malaria,
dengue, yellow fever, and some viral
encephalitis.

* Developing countries will most
likely be more seriously affected by
climate change than developed
countries. They may also have fewer
options for adapting.

* Estimates of damage costs
remain uncertain. Therefore the
question of how serious a climate
change may be must largely be
judged by governments and their
citizens on the basis of qualitative
assessments such as those provided
by the IPCC.

Response options
* Analyses suggest that a prudent

way to deal with climate change is
through a portfolio of actions aimed
at limiting emissions, adapting to
impacts, and improving our know-
ledge. The appropriate portfolio will
differ from country to country. The
challenge for today is not to find the
best policy for the next 100 years,

but to select a prudent strategy and to
adjust it over time in the light of new
information.

•Significant "noregrets"
opportunities are available in most
countries. In addition, the risk of
aggregate net damage due to climate
change, the consideration of risk
aversion, and the precautionary
principle all provide rationales for
action beyond no regrets.

* Possible actions that policy-
makers could consider include:

- implementing energy efficiency
measures, including removing
institutional barriers to improvements
in energy efficiency;

- phasing out existing distortionary
policies that increase greenhouse gas
emissions, such as subsidies,
regulations, the non-intemalization of
environmental costs, and distortions
in transport and agricultural pricing;

- implementing cost-effective fuel-
switching measures from more to less
carbon-intensive and carbon-free
fuels, such as renewables;

- introducing measures to enhance
sinks or reservoirs of greenhouse
gases by, for example, improving
forest management and land-use
practices.

* Flexible, cost-effective policies
relying on economic incentives and
instruments, as well as coordinated
instruments, can considerably reduce
mitigation and adaptation costs or
increase the cost-effectiveness of
emission reduction measures O

The synthesis and policymakers
summaries are available at no
charge via the internet at httpJI
www.unep.ch/ipcc/ipcc95.htntl, or as
a booklet from IPCC, WMO Bldg.,
CP 2300,1211 Geneva 2,
Switzerland. The full report can be
ordered from Cambridge University
Press, Publishing Division, The
Edinburgh Building, Shaftesbury
Road, Cambridge CB2 2RU, United
Kingdom, tel. (44-1223) 325970, fax
(44-1223) 325959.
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Why information
sharing is so vital to

Convention's success

— Mukul Sanwal, Senior Advisor
for Policy, Climate Change
Convention secretariat

Under the Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change,
Parties have agreed to pro-

vide information to each other in the
form of "national communications".
The Convention offers a general des-
cription of the nature and contents of
these communications. It also des-
cribes how they should be prepared,
distributed, and used.

It does not tell us, however, just
how'the national communications will
ultimately influence the Convention
process. Controversy surrounding
this issue reflects the diverse roles
played by information in the modern
world — it can provide either facts or
opinion, serve as a valuable resource
or a mere commodity, and either en-
large or restrict the space for human
action.

What is clear is that sharing infor-
mation in a transparent manner could
play a vital role in supporting interna-
tional efforts to implement and de-
velop the Convention. The national
communications could also yield im-
portant insights at the national level
into how to implement commitments
effectively and manage the process of
change that this implies.

Clarifying options
The climate change issue integrates

a multitude of human, economic, and
environmental issues and a range of
actors, interests, and strategies. It al-
so requires governments to make po-
licy decisions and assess future risks
in the context of scientific uncertain-
ty-

Objective and comparable informa-
tion from each Party can help shed
light on the complex interactions
among these issues. By sharing

information on their actions to
implement the Convention, Parties
will be better able to assess the
impact their individual and combined
efforts are having on greenhouse gas
concentrations and therefore on
future climate change.

The national communications will
also improve Parties' understanding
of the local and regional implications
of climate change as well as of policy
options. This will offer insights into
the economic and social consequen-
ces of various response strategies.
The data collected would also assist
in long-term planning for sustainable
development.

International cooperation
The Climate Change Convention re-

cognizes the interdependence of na-
tions. It envisages a global partner-
ship for making the transition to
sustainable development—a part-
nership based on a common under-
standing of environmental protection,
economic development, and social
equity.

National communications can
support this vision by providing in-
formation that could encourage co-
operative arrangements amongst
Parties and influence their interests
and preferences.

Some of this information will help
accelerate technical and policy inno-
vation by publicizing technological
progress and new approaches to ad-
dressing climate change. It will im-
prove the understanding of the links
among trade, investment and techno-
logical innovation in countries at dif-
ferent levels of development. For
least developed countries, this infor-
mation should help reveal the sort of
capacity and assistance they would
need to implement the Convention.

Another important and related
benefit will be confidence building.
A shared sense of cooperation, inte-
gration, and interdependence will
prove a vital underpinning of inter-
national cooperation.

A national consensus
Capacity building can be viewed as

a two-stage process. The first stage
is concerned with creating public in-
terest, generating local scientific and
technological momentum, and estab-
lishing institutional foundations. The
second stage focuses on options, ob-
jectives, programmes, and measures.

Before a country can successfully
implement the Convention, there
must be a national consensus taking
into account competing views on how
the economy, environment, techno-
logy, and society interact. The driving
forces for economic growth, techno-
logical opportunities, and societal
trends must be identified.

Preparing a national communi-
cation requires a consideration of
national development priorities, ener-
gy security, transportation planning,
sink enhancement, impacts on eco-
systems, consequences of sea-level
rise, and implications for human wel-
fare. This exercise could help modify
entrenched patterns of thinking about
resource use in ways that would con-,
tribute to sustainable development. In
this way it could reshape the perspec-
tives of decision-makers in govern-
ment, industry and society.

These decision-makers must in-
vestigate whether or not solutions to
other policy problems, such as indus-
trial development or employment
levels, support climate change poli-
cies. They will want to establish a
system for allowing new information
to be incorporated into the decision-
making process. Data on national
inventories, national circumstances,
and measures should therefore be
regularly updated.

Making it work
Preparing national communications

is not an easy task. If Parties find the
communications process too cumber-
some and expensive, or if the COP
does not put the information it re-
ceives to good use, then the effec-
tiveness of national communications
may deteriorate over time.

But if the process can realize at
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least some of its potential, the nation-
al communications promise to be a
powerful tool of support for sustain-
able development. By highlighting
national priorities, objectives, and
circumstances, they will promote a
much-needed international under-
standing of global climate change, its
local impacts, and possible national
response strategies for meeting the
objectives of the Convention Q

Towards more
effective capacity-

building programmes

— R.S. Maya, Southern Centre for
Energy and Environment

A great deal of advance work
must still be done before
developing countries can

become fully engaged in implemen-
ting the Climate Change Convention.
First and foremost, developing court-
try Parties will have to be convinced
that implementing the Convention is a
worthwhile exercise. They will then
need to build capacity for assessing
the actions, mechanisms, and resour-
ces available to them.

Make it relevant
Developing countries have by and

large made a positive, albeit cautious,
commitment to participating in the
Convention process. The Climate
Change Convention is a very broad
initiative, however, implementing it
will involve or affect many different
economic sectors.

It will also require collaboration
among various segments of society,
including local communities, policy
makers, business and industry,
development agencies, and non-
governmental organizations (NGOs).
However, many countries are already
thin on the ground in terms of their
capacity to run their economy and

fight emergencies such as droughts,
floods, and social crises. Extracting
additional capacity for dealing with a
new initiative that has assumed a high
profile among donors and other
international partners is at best a
daunting task.

It is therefore essential to ensure
that climate change activities are seen
as being integrated into other
development activities rather than as
additional or parallel to them.
Developing countries must be
convinced that efforts to address
climate change will also address
current development problems. They
must also believe that the
industrialized countries' agenda for
collaborating with developing coun-
tries under the Convention is genuine.
Only then can there exist the requisite
national mind-set for building capa-
city to implement the Convention.

Unfortunately, this has not yet
happened. Industrialized countries
can still be criticised for not con-
ceiving climate change-related acti-
vities in a way that addresses the im-
mediate concerns of developing
countries, including the need to alle-
viate poverty, reverse land degrada-
tion, assess vulnerability to climate
change impacts, and identify options
for adapting to these impacts.

Global programmes
Capacity-building will also be vital

to engaging the developing countries
more fully in the Convention process.
This effort must include awareness-
raising among the many stakeholders.
Also essential are a national capacity
for analyzing options and
opportunities for action. This will
allow governments to generate the
baseline data needed to evaluate each
new policy's consequences and assess
the nation's benefits and losses due to
specific climate change activities.

A number of international capacity-
building mechanisms or programmes
have been proposed, and some have
been put in place. In particular, the
Global Environment Facility (GEF)
has been'established as the (interim)

financial mechanism for the Conven-
tion. Its role is to fund activities that
will enable developing countries to
implement the Convention.

One of the projects funded by the
GEF is the Climate Change Training
Programme, or CC:TRAIN, run by the
United Nations Institute for Training
and Research (UNTTAR) in coopera-
tion with the Convention secretariat.
The pilot phase for this programme
was conducted last year in Lithuania,
Vietnam and Zimbabwe.

CCrTRAIN focuses on establishing
national teams in each participating
country. The team then takes the lead
in formulating national strategies for
addressing Convention commitments
while harmonizing climate change
considerations with national develop-
ment goals. Achieving this goal
would be the most critical capacity-
building achievement under the Con-
vention. However, to date the pro-
gramme's geographic scope remains'
limited.

Another important set of capacity-
building activities is the development
of methodologies. In particular, the
IPCC and the OECD work together on
methodologies for making green-
house gas inventories, while UNEP's
Collaborating Centre on Energy and
Environment concentrates on abate-
ment costing and mitigation analysis
(some less systematic work is also
being conducted on activities imple-
mented jointly—All). The work on
methodologies for inventories and
mitigation analysis that has involved
developing country participation has
clearly become the most systematic
capacity-building effort to date (al-
though it was not primarily intended
for this purpose).

Next Steps
Collectively, these and other

capacity building programmes will go
some way towards meeting the needs
of developing country Parties. But
greater progress will require that they
address two main shortfalls. First,
these programmes take a long time to
implement. For example, the UN
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Capacity Building Project on climate
change for Ghana, Kenya, Mali, and .
Zimbabwe was initiated in the first
half of 1993 but has still not been
implemented. The same applies to
CCTRAIN.

On the other hand, such fast track
initiatives as AIJ and GEF are being
actively promoted for countries that
have only the slightest technical and
public appreciation of the subject.
Massive awareness campaigns are
needed to ensure that developing
countries are prepared to handle
global programmes and initiatives
once they do come on-line.

The second weakness, particuarly
with the GEF and AIJ mitigation acti-
vities, is the potential distortion of
the participating country's normal, or
baseline, development path. To ensure
that climate change activities are
consistent with their other develop-
ment priorities, developing countries
must first have a meaningful appre-
ciation of their own base-lines. In
many countries the capacity to make
this analysis is quite limited. In re-
sponse, the GEF has in some instan-
ces considered activities for remov-
ing such barriers to meaningful miti-
gation efforts.

Clearly, then, there is still much to
be done. Awareness must be raised,
barriers to action removed, baseline
data developed, and global and local
benefits harmonized. A few countries
have made a good start in establishing
national climate change committees,
but even they need to pull more stake-
holders into the debate. Unless and
until this is done, the Convention will
have only limited success •

The Southern Centre for Energy and
Environment can be contacted at 31
Frank Johnson Ave., Eastlea,
Harare, Zimbabwe •

How donors can help
others to implement

the Convention

— Robert Dixon, Director, US
Country Studies Program

Responding to the Climate
Change Convention is no
simple matter. In order to

meet their Convention commitments,
many developing countries and
countries with economies in
transition must first strengthen their
institutional capacity and human
expertise. In response to this need, a
network of bilateral and multilateral
programs has been established over
the past several years to offer
financial and technical assistance to
for "enabling activities".

After signing on to the Convention
countries must normally start by
clarifying their vulnerabilities and
options through a climate change
country study. They also need to
prepare and submit a greenhouse gas
inventory and a national communi-
cation (guidance on the content and
format of developing-country
communications is still being
formalized). They may pursue other
activities as well, such as assessing
the mitigation and adaptation techno-
logy options for specific national re-
gions or economic sectors, or draf-
ting a national action plan to ensure
that their response to climate change
complements their other planning
priorities.

Assistance programmes can play an
important role in helping countries
meet these multiple needs. Bilateral
and multilateral donors are working
together in close cooperation to sup-
port country studies, arrange training
and exchange opportunities for ana-
lysts, organize workshops and confe-
rences, and facilitate the sharing of
information, assessment tools, and
reports. This technical support is tai-
lored to meet the specific needs of
the country.

Donors are leveraging their limited
resources and striving to meet the
needs of all eligible Parties. Although
significant progress has been made
over the past two years, many
countries have yet to receive adequate
assistance for developing a country
study or national action plan. Given
both the time and resource
constraints, therefore, countries will
want to complete their enabling
activities as efficiently as possible.

How the US programme works
Like other bilateral donors, the US

has established an assistance
programme in order to support the
principles and the objective of the
Climate Change Convention. The US
Country Studies Program alone has
provided technical and financial
assistance worth some $40 million to
55 countries over the past two-and-a-
half years. It supports climate change
studies and the development of
national action plans. It also helps to
facilitate cooperation on
environmental and energy technology.

The climate change country studies
initiated in 1993-94 are now nearing
completion. Participating countries
have developed preliminary
inventories of their anthropogenic
emissions of greenhouse gases,
assessed their vulnerabilities to
climate change (e.g. biophysical and
economic impacts on agriculture,
forests, coastal zones, and human
health), and evaluated various
response strategies for mitigating
greenhouse gas emissions and/or
adapting to global climate change,

Scientists, engineers, and policy
analysts drawn from US government
agencies, academia, and non-
government organizations have
provided technical support and hands-
on training. Technical handbooks on
assessing climate change
vulnerability and mitigation options
have been developed, state-of-the-art
models and databases shared,
workshops and site visits conducted,
and programmes for visiting analysts
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established, in addition to the more
than 500 technical and policy publica-
tions produced by the programme's
analysts. Special editions of leading
journals were published in late 1995
and early 1996, including Ambio,
Climate Re-search, Environmental
Management, Environmental Monito-
ring and Assessment, Idojarus,
Interciencia, and Coastal Zone
Research, as a contribution to the
IPCC's assessment work.

Building on the results of these
climate change country studies,
financial and technical assistance is
now being offered to qualified
countries to help them develop
national action plans and to enhance
technology cooperation. The "Support
for National Action Plans" (SNAP),
announced in April 1995 at COP-1,
will help countries meet their
reporting obligations under the
Convention and assess opportunities
for technology transfer. It will
identify technological needs and
barriers to technology diffusion and
then develop pilot projects to
overcome these barriers. In 1995 the
Program provided SNAP support to
eight countries: China, the Czech
Republic, Egypt, Indonesia, Mexico,
Micronesia, the Philippines, and
Venezuela. This support will continue
through 1996 and may be expanded to
include additional countries •

For more information, please
contact the Director, US Country
Studies Program, PO-63,1000
Independence Avenue, SW, Washing-
ton, DC, 20585, USA. tel. 1-202-
426-1628, fax l:202-426-15401
1551, e-mail: csmt@igc.apc.org.
Also on the Web see http:ll
www.gcrio.org/CSP/webpage .html

In Support of the decision by COP
-1 to establish a pilot phase for AIJ,
UNEP will convene an international
conference \o provide the first
global opportunity for exchanging

j

May 1996; Thb rrieetliJg%<##» to
goVeitrrtentB, regional and ul̂ ff- '
n^bnal organizatjons, NOOs. busi-
ness and trade organizatioris, and
scientific research institutions.

Participants \W11 focus on "prac-
tical issues relating to the design,
funding, implementation, and eva-
luation of AU projects. They will
have the opportunity to examine AIJ
concepts and experiences f of them-
selves in a cooperative and non-
adversaria) setting.

For further information, please
contact Antonio Hill, UNEF
Conference tin AIJ, c/cJ World
Foundation for Environment and
Development (WFEt>). 1210.130th
Street NW, Washington DC 20007^
USA, Tel. 1-202-364-3276, Pax 1-
202-686-3771, E-mail:
raskla@nicom.com. For details and
immediate on-line registration, see
http://www.ji.org/jinewsAvfed/
wfed2Jitm

How to make
the AIJ pilot

phase a success

— Antonio Hill, World Foundation
for Environment and Development
(WFED)

Nearly a year after the pilot
phase for activities imple-
mented jointly was launched

at the Berlin COP, a proliferation of
potential AIJ projects is taking place

around the world. (To become an
official AIJ project, an activity must
be endorsed by a designated national
authority and reported to the Conven-
tion secretariat.) These projects are
already providing a great deal of in-
formation about how AIJ could even-
tually contribute to meeting the ob-
jective of the Convention.

Sharing this information as widely
as possible among policy-makers,
experts, and practitioners will
encourage other potential partners to
initiate new projects. This in turn
would generate more and more
insights and lessons rooted in
practical, day-to-day experience. The
result should be a critical mass of
information that will enable Parties to
decide on AIJ's possible role after the
pilot phase ends in the year 2000.

The key is information
The great diversity of projects

already implemented or planned
reflects the innovative spirit with
which project designers are
approaching the environmental and
economic challenges posed by global
climate change. The anticipated
benefits include increased economic
growth, reduced greenhouse-gas
emissions, and improved technology-
sharing arrangements. Among the
projects in progress or under
consideration are those involving:

* Renewable energy offset options,
including wind, geothermal,
hydroelectric and waste-to-energy
biomass power facilities;

* Improved energy efficiency in
domestic consumption patterns;

* Improved energy efficiency from
the up-grading of electricity trans-
mission grids;

* Improved energy efficiency for
intensive horticulture;

* Bagasse cogeneration;
* Fugitive gas capture for improved

efficiency and GHG reduction;
* Integrated biodiversity conserva-

tion and carbon sequestration; and
* Self-financing forestry for

community development.
(continued on page 8)
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Albania*(3/10/94)
Algeria (9/6/93)
Antigua and Barbuda (2/2/93)
Argentina (11/3/94)
Armenia (14/5/93)
Australia (30/12/92)
Austria (28/2/94)
Azerbaijan (16/5/95)
Bahamas (29/3/94)
Bahrain (28/12/94)
Bangladesh (15/4/94)
Barbados (23/3/94)
Belgium (16/1/96)
Belize (31/10/94)
Benin (30/6/94)
Bhutan (25/8/95)
Bolivia (3/10/94)
Botswana (27/1/94) .
Brazil (28/2/94)
Bulgaria (12/5/95)
Burkina Faso (2/9/93)
Cambodia* (18/12/95)
Cameroon (19/10/94)
Canada (4/12/92)
Cape Verde (29/3/95)
Central African Republic (10/3/95)
Chad (7/6/94)
Chile (22/12/94)
China (5/1/93)
Colombia (22/3/95)
Comoros (31/10/94).
Cook Islands (20/4/93)
Costa Rica (26/8/94)
Cotedivoire (29/11/94)
Cuba (5/1/94)
Czech RepubUc (7/10/93)
D.P.R. of Korea (5/12/94)
Denmark (21/12/93)
Djibouti (27/8/95)
Dominica* (21/6/93)
Ecuador (23/2/93)
Egypt (5/12/94)
El Salvador (4/12/95)
Eritrea* (24/4/95)
Estonia (27/7/94)
Ethiopia (5/4/94)
E.U. (formerly E.E.C) (21/12/93)
Fiji (25/2/93)
Finland (3/5/94)
France (25/3/94)
Gambia (10/6/94)
Georgia* (29/7/94)

Germany (9/12/93)
Ghana (6/9/95)
Greece (4/8/94)
Grenada (11/8/94)
Guatemala (15/12/95)
Guinea (7/5/93)
Guinea-Bissau (27/10/95)
Guyana (29/8/94)
Honduras (19/10/95)
Hungary (24/2/94)
Iceland (16/6/93)
India (1/11/93)
Indonesia (23/8/94)
Ireland (20/4/94)
Italy (15/4/94)
Jamaica (6/1/95)
Japan (28/5/93)
Jordan (12/11/93)
Kazakstan (17/5/95
Kenya (30/8/94)
Kiribati (7/2/95)
Kuwait* (28/12/94)
Lao People's D.R.* (4/1/95)
Latvia (23/3/95)
Lebanon (15/12/94)
Lesotho (7/2/95)
Liechtenstein (22/6/94)
Lithuania (24/3/95)
Luxembourg (9/5/94)
Malawi (21/4/94)
Malaysia (13/7/94)
Maldives (9/11/92)
Mali (28/12/94)
Malta (17/3/94)
Marshall Islands (8/10/92)
Mauritania (20/1/94)
Mauritius (4/9/92)
Mexico (11/3/93)
Micronesia (18/11/93)
Monaco (24/11/92)
Mongolia (30/9/93)
Morocco (28/12/95)
Mozambique (25/8/95)
Myanmar (25/11/94)
Nauru (11/11/93)
Namibia (16/5/95)
Nepal (2/5/94)
Netherlands (20/12/93)
New Zealand (16/9/93)
Nicaragua(31/10/95)
Niger (25/7/95)
Nigeria (29/8/94)

Niue* 28/2/96)
Norway (9/7/93)
Oman (8/2/95)
Pakistan (1/6/94)
Panama (23/5/95)
Papua New Guinea (16/3/93)
Paraguay (24/2/94)
Peru (7/6/93)
Philippines (2/8/94)
Poland (28/7/94)
Portugal (21/12/93)
Republic of Korea (14/12/93)
RepubUc of Moldova (9/6/95)
Romania (8/6/94)
Russian Federation (28/12/94)
Saint Kitts and Nevis (7/1/93)
Saint Lucia (14/6/93)
Samoa (29/11/94)
San Marino (28/10/94)
Saudi Arabia* (28/12/94)
Senegal (17/10/94)
Seychelles (22/9/92)
Sierra Leone (22/6/95)
Slovakia (25/8/94)
Slovenia (1/12/95)
Solomon Islands (28/12/94)
Spain (21/12/93)
Sri Lanka (23/11/93)
Sudan (19/11/93)
Sweden (23/6/93)
Switzerland (10/12/93)
Syrian Arab Republic* (4/1/96)
Thailand (28/12/94)
Togo (8/3/95)
Trinidad and Tobago (24/6/94)
Tunisia (15/7/93)
Turkmenistan (5/6/95)
Tuvalu (26/10/93)
Uganda (8/9/93)
United Arab Emirates* (29/12/95)
United Kingdom (8/12/93)
United States (15/10/92)
Uruguay (18/8/94)
Uzbekistan* (20/6/93)
Vanuatu (25/3/93)
Venezuela (28/12/94)
Viet Nam (16/11/94)
Yemen (21/2/96)
Zambia (28/5/93)
Zaire (9/1/95)
Zimbabwe (3/11/92)
* Accession
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(continued from page 6)
tion and carbon sequestration; and

* Self-financing forestry for
community development.

As emphasized in Berlin and at
other conferences, we need to pro-
mote broader access to practical in-
formation gleaned from such projects.
This is vital to understanding the AIJ
concept because, while the Berlin
decision to launch a pilot phase
clearly was not a rejection of AIJ,
neither was it an endorsement.

AIJ must still prove its worth as a
useful mechanism for implementing
the Convention. To do so, a much
larger base of projects needs to be
developed in order to create a larger
and more varied base of information.
In order to encourage potential par-
ticipants, outstanding issues need to
be clarified as quickly as possible. In
addition, mindful that current projects

are experimental, a cooperative and
constructive atmosphere is needed
for evaluating their impact, results,
and potential.

The structure of incentives to par-
ticipate in AIJ will certainly become a
central issue when criteria are formu-
lated for the post-2000 period. While
some potential project developers
have been deterred by uncertainty con-
cerning the exact status of some fu-
ture AIJ regime, still more are hindered
by a lack of practical information.

Practical information must there-
fore be emphasized. Thus far,
questions about what benefits might
be realized through AIJ have often
focused on hypothetical scenarios in
which issues of crediting, burden-
sharing and the allocation of benefits
are addressed without a firm
grounding in their relationship to the
practical realities of the situation in
developing countries. Potential part-
ners need answers stemming from

experience with the formulation of
criteria, the design and implemen-
tation of projects, and the ways in
which AIJ might be integrated into
larger efforts to support sustainable
development at the national, regional,
and global levels.

A number of important initiatives
are underway in response to the
demand for improved information
sharing. Observers have noted that
the many information-oriented work-
shops and seminars on AIJ have been
followed by considerable activity
involving project and national pro-
gramme design and implementation.
Those wishing for the success of the
pilot phase should actively participate
in and support these initiatives Q

11-13 September 1996
Mexico City, Mexico
Twelfth Session
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