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Decommissioning of the NPP is generally viewed in a negative framework. On the contrary, it 

is an activity which aims is said to obtain the final removal of the risk factors from the environment. It 

is the last step of the production cycle, whose importance is underlined by the Regulation recently 

issued for the correct management of resources in the territory. 

Decommissioning NPP involves the final arrangements of the radioactive wastes, produced 

either during the past operation period or resulting from the dismantling operation. All the radioactive 

wastes must be conditioned and maintained in safe conditions. 

Radioactive waste management is no longer a problem for those countries that decided to face 

it, that is the majority of the industrialised countries. Correct technological solutions exist, due exist, 

respectful of the environment, of the people, of the ethical principles.  

The centrality of the problem is also decreed by the fact that sometimes now, the European 

Commission has been working on the issue of the directive on waste management, an effort which 

Italy has strongly supported, also during the Presidency period.  

Decommissioning on NPP is moreover an activity that implies advanced technological 

solutions, multilateral overlapping programs, working of style situations. 

Not many countries have completed yet (the) decommissioning of their plants: such activity 

should therefore be seen as an opportunity for the growth and the assertion of the Italian industry, also 

in view of the potential new market and the alliance with European industries. Of the 530 nuclear 

reactors present in world today, approximately 100 are undergoing decommissioning. In the next 2 

years another 100 will reach the end of their operative life. Probably after the necessary system 

improvement many of them will continue to work, but it is clear that the international market of the 

decommissioning will continue to grow in the next years. Italy can play an important role in this 

scenario: the decommissioning program produced by Sogin can therefore be a springboard for specific 

activities.

Decommissioning of the Italian NPP will cost a total of approximately 3.5 billions euro. This 

amount of money will be founded by the electricity market (electricity bill): in order to optimise this 

huge amount, the efficiency and efficacy of the decommissioning program must be guaranteed. For 

this reason in 2003 the Italian government gave a significant drive for the centralisation of all the 

activities and responsibilities to a unique operator, also assigning Sogin with the management of the 

ENEA fuel cycle plants and related companies. 
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Decommissioning program for Italian nuclear plants have been issued since 1999 and have 

under-gone the complex licensing procedure foreseen by a specific regulation of the sector, the law 

241/2000 and by the regulation regarding the Environmental Impact Assessment. This regulatory 

frame is a recent one and, for some aspects, is still not completed and has, for the same reasons, 

sometimes caused some delay in activities. 

Other factors providing delays involved the excessive sensitivity of some local situation which, 

even though guaranteed by regulation that envisage the direct participation in decision making, see the 

decommissioning as a risk factor that they can’t control directly. 

In order to proceed in completing this unpostponable operations in the most correct and 

effective manner, it is important that the different institutional bodies involved in the licensing 

procedure co-operate in the success of the program.  

The issue of the decree envisaged by law 230/95 constitutes a test table to this end. Working 

along these lines, the government has already began by signed the institutional agreement for the co-

ordination of the licensing procedure related to the mention law 230/95 and the Environmental Impact 

Assessment. 
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