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Abstract

The International Atomic Energy Agency is developing an international framework for
decommissioning of nuclear facilities that consists of the Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel
Management and the Safety of Radioactive Waste Management, and a hierarchy of Safety Standards
applicable to decommissioning.  The Joint Convention entered into force on 18 June 2001 and as of
December 2001 had been ratified by 27 IAEA Member States.  The Joint Convention contains a number of
articles dealing with planning for, financing, staffing and record keeping for decommissioning.  The Joint
Convention requires Contracting Parties to apply the same operational radiation protection criteria,
discharge limits and criteria for controlling unplanned releases during decommissioning that are applied
during operations.

The IAEA has issued Safety Requirements document and three Safety Guides applicable to
decommissioning of facilities.  The Safety Requirements document, WS-R-2, Predisposal Management of
Radioactive Waste, including Decommissioning, contains requirements applicable to regulatory control,
planning and funding, management of radioactive waste, quality assurance, and environmental and safety
assessment of the decommissioning process.

The three Safety Guides are WS-G-2.1, Decommissioning of Nuclear Power Plants and Research
Reactors, WS-G-2.2, Decommissioning of Medical, Industrial and Research Facilities, an WS-G-2.4,
Decommissioning of Nuclear Fuel Cycle Facilities.  They contain guidance on how to meet the
requirements of WS-R-2 applicable to decommissioning of specific types of facilities.  These Standards
contain only general requirements and guidance relative to safety assessment and do not contain details
regarding the content of the safety case.  More detailed guidance will be published in future Safety Reports
currently in preparation within the Waste Safety Section of the IAEA.

Because much material arising during the decommissioning of nuclear facilities may be only slightly
contaminated with radioactivity, an important matter for decommissioning of facilities is the level of
contamination, which may be released from regulatory control.  This issue is being addressed in a Safety
Guide being prepared by the IAEA dealing with the Scope of Regulatory Control.  This Safety Guide will
attempt to rationalise levels of radioactivity subject to exclusion, exemption, discharge, recycle, contained
in commodities, and released from regulatory control, taking into consideration levels of radioactivity in
naturally occurring radioactive materials.  This Safety Guide is scheduled to be completed late in 2002 or
in 2003.

The IAEA is organizing, in co-operation with the Bundesamt für Strahlenschutz, an International
Conference on Safe Decommissioning for Nuclear Activities.  The Conference will take place 14 to 18
October 2002 in Berlin, Germany.


