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FOUNDATION OF THE SECTION 

The Health Physics Section of the Roland Eötvös Physical Society, 

Hungary was founded in March 1962. The number of members in the time 

of foundation was as much as 85, mainly specialists in radiation protection. 

The main goal of the Section was and still is to provide a forum for people 

working in radiation protection in Hungary in order to assure safe 

application of ionizing radiation and atomic energy. 

Professor László Bozóky was asked to become the president of the 

Section, while István Fehér has been commissioned for the post of secretary 

by the General Secretary of the Roland Eötvös Physical Society. In the first 

period the main activity of the Section restricted to organize 5 – 6 events in 

a year with presentations on current topics. 

 

IRPA MEMBERSHIP 

Our Section was one of the Societies that founded the IRPA 

(International Radiation Protection Association). The founding IRPA 

Congress was held in Rome (September 1966) with participation of 15 

societies representing 20 countries. Professor L. Bozóky, the president of 

the Hungarian Health Physics Section, became one of the six members of 

the first IRPA Executive Council. 

 

RADIATION PROTECTION TRAINING 

The following training courses were organised by the Section: 

In October 1963 about 120 participants attended the two days 

Radiation Protection Colloquium, where 33 papers have been presented and 

later printed in 750 copies.  

Radiation Protection School has been organized at Mátrafüred on 

1924 October 1964, with 48 participants.  

mailto:deme@aeki.kfki.hu


 

66 

 

Three weeks training courses for radiation protection professionals 

were held in Budapest in two occasions. The first course was held in 1965 

(35 participants), the second in 1966 (35 participants). 

Series of Radiation Protection Upgrading Courses. The first three-days 

course was held in 1976. This kind of course was repeatedly organised each 

year until now. Typical number of participants attending the meetings is 

usually in the range of 120 to 140. The next, 38
th

 course will be in April this 

year. The courses are also a good forum for presenting and discussing new 

results achieved by the participants in radiation protection.  

 

INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS 

Our Section was the organizer or co-organizer of several international 

meetings. The first meeting of this kind entitled Symposium on Health 

Physics was held at Pécs (26–30 September 1966). Total number of 

participants exceeded 150 including 60 from other countries. The 64 number 

of presentations has been published in two volumes of printed papers. 

The IRPA Second European Congress on Radiation Protection was 

the next, fully international meeting organized by the Section in Budapest in 

the period of 3–5 May 1972. The congress was dedicated to health physics 

problems of internal contamination. Full number of participants was 325 

from 25 countries including representatives from IAEA and ICRP. We had 

9 scientists from Yugoslavia delivering 5 papers out of the total of 110. 

In September 1980 the International Workshop on Environmental 

Monitoring around Nuclear Installations was held at Dobogókő in a 

mountain resort close to Budapest. About 50 registered participants arrived 

from 8 countries and presented 22 papers in three days. 

First bilateral Hungarian–Austrian meeting between our Section and 

Österreichischer Verband für Strahlenschutz took place at Győr, not far 

from the Austrian border. This meeting was called Hungarian-Austrian 

Health Physicists Meeting. About 60 participants presented 31 papers. 

The next meeting was held in Vienna (20–24 September 1983) and 

supported by the IRPA. Consequently the meeting was announced as XI 

Regional Congress of IRPA with the title of "Recent Developments and 

Trends in Radiation Protection" (220 participants, 95 papers). 

Hungarian-Austrian-Yugoslavian Health Physicist Meeting on 

Computer Aided Methods in Radiation Protection was organized in 

Budapest (22–25 October 1985). 

XIV Regional IRPA Congress "Current problems and concerns in the 

field of radiation protection" was located in picturesque resort Kupari near 
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Dubrovnik. This three-lateral meeting was held from 29 September to 2 

October 1987.  

Six years later at the end of April 1993 at Obergurgl (Austria) the next 

regional meeting was organized. The Austrian partners invited the Italian 

Radiation Protection Association as third organizing counterpart instead of 

the Yugoslavian Society and the conference was entitled as "Austrian-

Italian-Hungarian Radiation Protection Symposium, Radiation Protection in 

Neighbouring Countries in Central Europe". This was the first time when 

scientists from the newly independent Slovenia and Croatia participated in 

such meetings, after the Radiation Protection Association of Slovenia, and 

Croatian Radiation Protection Association became new IRPA member 

societies. 

The participants agreed in organizing the next meeting in Slovenia. 

According to this decision "Symposium on Radiation Protection in 

Neighbouring Countries in Central Europe" took place at Portorož, in a well 

known Slovenian sea resort, from 4 to 8 September 1995. The number of 

participating countries has grown up to 14 (164 participants, 114 papers).  

From 22 to 27 August 1999 Budapest hosted the next meeting entitled 

"IRPA Regional Congress on Radiation Protection in Central Europe" (27 

countries, 200 participants, 141 oral and poster presentations).  

The next meeting "Radiation Protection and Health, IRPA Regional 

Congress on Radiation Protection in Central Europe" (20–25 May 2001) 

was held at the picturesque town, Dubrovnik (Croatia). Number of 

participants increased to 230 from 29 countries.  

Bratislava (Slovakia) hosted the next "IRPA Regional Congress on 

Radiation Protection in Central Europe" (22–26 September 2003, 143 

participants from 16 countries).  

"Regional and Global Aspects of Radiation Protection, IRPA Regional 

Congress for Central and Eastern Europe" organized in the Rumanian town, 

Brasov (24–28 September 2007). This Congress proved to be the last IRPA 

supported Central European meeting after its 25 years long history.  

 

BOOKS 

Publication series was initiated to issue in 1983 with a title of 

Proceeding of Recent Achievements in Radiation Protection (in Hungarian). 

The first volume of this series was written by Árpád Tóth on Natural 

Radiation Burden of Population. The next book on Gas Ionisation Detectors 

was published in 1985 with the authorship of Sándor Deme.  
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A comprehensive overview is given on "Radiation Protection" in a 

large volume book covering practically all aspects of the subject (Editors: 

István Fehér and Sándor Deme, 15 authors, 573 pages, Budapest, 2010).  

 

FORMS OF INFORMATION  

"Hírsugár" (Radiation News) are regularly distributed for the members 

of the Section providing new information on the life and events of the 

Section. First number was issued in 1996, while the recent one appeared in 

January 2013 with a Number of 51.  

Another form of rapid information is distributed by e-mail as 

Newsletters. Each year about 25 times a bulk of news are sent to almost 200 

e-mail addresses.  

Our Homepage address is: http://www.kfki.hu/elftsv/index.html. 

An on line peer reviewed periodical has been established in September 

2008 with a title of Sugárvédelem (Radiation Protection). The papers are 

accessible on the web page: http://www.sugarvedelem.hu/sugarvedelem.  

Since that time 29 papers has been published. Prevailing part of the papers 

are given in Power Point form on the talks presented in the course of the 

annually organized Radiation Protection Upgrading Courses. 

In 2012 the total number of section members was 165. Now the 

President of the Section is Tibor Bujtás, and the Secretary, Árpád Vincze. 

http://www.sugarvedelem.hu/sugarvedelem
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The Health Physics Section of the Roland Eötvös Physical Society 

(Hungary) was founded 50 years ago in March 1962 by eighty radiation 

protection specialists. The main goal from the most beginning is to provide 

forum for people working in radiation protection in Hungary aiming at safe 

application of ionizing radiation and of atomic energy. Our Section is the 

member of IRPA since the first IRPA General Assembly (7 September 

1966). The second European Regional Congress of IPRA was held in 

Budapest in 1972. Recently the Section has about 160 members. 

The permanent forms of our activities are:  

 organisation every year of a 3-day upgrading course in radiation 

protection. The first course was held in 1976, last year (2012) we had 

the 37
th 

course in Hajdúszoboszló, Hungary,  

 regular issue of Radiation Newsletters, up to now 51 numbers, 

 on-line paper Radiation Protection serves for publication of results, 

 book on Radiation Protection (in Hungarian) got out in 2010, 

 international cooperation in radiation with neighbouring countries 

including CRPA. 

Our paper presents other achievements of the Section as well. 
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