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Abstract: This paper discusses the development of photovoltaic use, from the perspective of a medium-sized 
specialist planning consultants, which is placed in Berlin – Lichterfelde. The author of the text is employed in 
this office for 15 months and that for the business planning specialist for electrical energy and for building 
services consultancy. Adopted by the German government cuts to feed-in tariffs, especially in the field of 
photovoltaic systems (PV systems) have in recent months have had an impact on the business area.  
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1 INTRODUCTION 

Climate change, scarcity, or the higher prices for fossil fuels have for several years, the topic to be discussed in 
the media of the developed world often and varied. Once through closed framework agreements and legal 
transformations of climate change objectives anchored in the legislation of the states that had the objectives of 
the Kyoto Protocol committed, was, should the expansion of energy supply through renewable energy through 
incentive and compensation measures will be pursued. Related to power supply has been created in Germany by 
the introduction of the Energy Feed (EEG), the legal framework for a compensation model for renewable 
electricity. 

 

.  

Fig. 1: Composition of the electrical energy supply in Germany 2011 
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Fig 2: Shares of renewable energies; parts of  the 20% in fig. 1 

The expansion of the electrical energy supply with renewable energy proportion should be increased through the 
promotion of PV system and the feed-in establishments, according to the EEG, continues. These efforts have 
been strengthened, especially when it was proclaimed after the nuclear reactor accident in Fukushima (Japan), a 
rapid nuclear exit in Germany. However, these efforts were overshadowed by the recent cuts made to the 
conveyor and feed-in tariff payments, especially in the field of photovoltaics. Nor were the feed-in tariffs in 2004 
averaged about 56 cents / kWh they are currently, since 01.04.2012, on average about 17 cents / kWh fell. 

 

2 IMPACT IN THE PRACTICE OF PROFESSIONAL PLANNING SYSTEMITIONS  

This price decline is apparently one of the reasons why the demand for and interest in new investment directions 
in the past 6 months has decreased. Especially in new construction or building renovation contracts of one-or 
multi-family apartment blocks were still in the years 2007 - 2010 have a heightened interest in new directions by 
PV - plants that are below the range assigned to kWpeak of 100. During this period, the constructions of PV was 
- plants are supported by financial assistance, was added then the mentioned tariff. Since then no incentive for 
profitable feed-in tariff, are no longer technical planning requests received in the above-mentioned engineering 
firm.  

3 A SITUATION IN PRACTICE 

The last commissioned project that was commissioned with the above-mentioned engineering firm, was a PV - 
plant with a peak power of 115 KW. This is me dealing with a new construction of a PV - plant, which should be 
installed by the EPA, as required in the retrofitting of the roof of a research institution. Additional resources on 
the part of the Federal Office for Environment and Nuclear Safety of Germany has been assured for the 
realization. The technical possibilities for connection and supply had to be previously determined in order to 
make a building design. 

It turned out that the terminal conditions, as determined in the preliminary planning stage, did not correspond to 
reality. The location for the necessary supply could not be used because it was built (see Figure 3). 

. 
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Fig. 3: Photo and drawing of the planned supply 

There were existing coordination problems with the owners of existing low-voltage system in the research 
building. Another electrical cabinet would have to be set up for this by an installation company. The additional 
costs of about 2000 €, the Federal Environment Agency is not prepared to go, so that thereby the realization of 
the project was stopped was next, indefinitely. In support of the high capital investment costs were given, the 
first was no further scope for conversion and expansion projects of existing low-voltage system. 

4 CONCLUSION 

Dealing with the new situation with respect to the conveyor and feed-in tariffs for photovoltaic electricity 
generated in Germany, enables the development of this technology, currently in a state of saturation. Existing 
plants are kept in maintenance state, but an increase in PV - particularly in building systems is currently 
apparently not an option for owners of residential buildings. Also for potential plant operators greater power 
spectra currently are restrained and show reduced interest in the construction of PV – systems. 
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