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VANDELLOS, THE FUTURE OF A MUNICIPALITY WITHOUT NNP

Mr. Josep CASTELLNOU
Mayor of Vandellos, Spain

I do not know whether the future starts tomorrow, whether we have actually been living
in the future during the last 10 years. And that is the beginning of my contribution for
this afternoon. If we actually look at all the discussions that have taken place over the
last few days we hear on each occasion that this major problem exists perhaps because
we have not been able to solve the minor problems that started in small towns.

Vandellos has 4.000 inhabitants and the surrounding area involves around 6.000 people.
It is true that nuclear installations affect the life and future development of these towns
and it is really hard to say what the future will bring because the future actually began
10 years ago when Vandellos 1 was closed. And the different phases of the nuclear
installations actually affect its growth. If you follow chronologically, Vandellos began
with the construction of Vandellos 1 and then with the starting up. These two factors,
initially attracting new jobs, created an excellent situation that was followed by the
change in economic activities. The town changed from being an agricultural village to
an industrial village and this obviously led to an increase in jobs and in the municipal
income. But the negative effects also begin with the unemployment amongst the
construction workers.

In 1978 the construction of Vandellos 2 began and this lead to the same effect.
Obviously the works were more significant so the effect was greater. The dictatorship
had come to a close at this stage so there was an agreement, the population and
employment continued to increase, but agriculture was abandoned at this stage. In 1987
start up occurred and led to a significant lost in jobs. The nuclear emergency plans were
begun but they have not been completed yet. And there was a decrease in municipal
income, so there were only two years of stability.

In 1989 there was and accident at Vandellos 1, it was shut down by ministerial order in
1990. There were political, technical and economic causes for this, but obviously the
image was extremely tarnished in what is a tourist area. This lead to a significant lost in
jobs, even though the jobs in the plant were maintained due to a reduction and early
retirement. In 1998 dismantling started and we began to get a little more information.
There was a follow up commission set up, 200 jobs were therefore created but only for a
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4 year period and priority was given to participation by local companies. And you may
have followed this in the press, the accident at Vandellos 1 is now being put to trial and
people are trying to allocate responsibilities. The image of the place has been tamished
but in fact nothing has been done by anybody to solve this problem. Now we shall
probably have to wait until about 2030 for the subsequent dismantling.

in the diagram of the plant we can see where dismantling is actually taking place. This
is a diagram of the final situation, we will just be left with the reactor building and the
general systems, which can actually produce energy, refrigeration of see water, electric



lines, access areas and the drinking water deposits. And it is intended that all this can be
used for energy purposes.
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Basic socio-economic effects

I will summarise the effects caused by a nuclear station. The different phases in a
nuclear power plant are the following. When it is constructed you get a breaking of the
economic tissue and when there is a start up you get an early retirement and
redundancies; there are further effects when it is run down.
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In this graph you can see that from the beginning of the last century the popuiation was
actually increasing. From about 1970 onwards there was a construction of the nuclear
stations going on along with the effects of tourism. And if you take these two activities
together this led to an increase in population and serious of effects with the construction
and running of Vandellos I and VandeMos 2. Now this period came to a close in 1990
with a degree of stability demographically followed by a degree of reduction on the
population.
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As to employment, Vandellos 1 during its functioning period had 323 workers and
Vandellos 2 employed 400 workers. And this has happened in a small municipality.
This has led to the lost of 150 in direct jobs and 300 in indirect jobs. That will be in
2002 when dismantling is complete.

So you are looking at the life of a municipality and besides jobs and population, there
are also municipal income and other factors to be looked at. This is the income that our
municipality can use to compensate the neighbourhood and to have an effect on its
standard of living. In the following graph you can see the contribution made to
municipal income of nuclear plants:
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Role of the Town council

During or up to the 1980s, the main concern of the town council was to carry out
infrastructure investment: schools, health care, institutes, sport facilities, fire services
and so on, and this was the main area of municipal investment, to try to adapt the area to
the expected growth that was to take place. So from the 1990s onwards the main
priority of the municipality is to try to compensate the effects of economic activities
which have been lost and had to be compensated in some way. Various construction and
enterprise initiatives have taken place and the idea was to increase tourism and other
economic alternatives. So the municipality with other bodies created an association to
try to lead to these alternatives and to create new jobs.
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Town Hall: Help lines to instigation
rseweoming companies

4 Center for Enterprise Initiatives

Future proposals can be looked at as involving two areas: the industrial area and the
tourism area. The industrial area which will involve conversion of Vandellos 1 to a gas
plant and the entire infrast.ruct.ure is present for doing that. This also involves the
implantation of new industry in the existing infrastructure. Moving on to tourism, we
are attempting to modernise the currently existing tourism related initiatives both on the
coast with beaches and in laud rural tourism.
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In conclusion I would say that we have to remember that a NPP induces very significant
changes demographically and economically in a small village and we really have to
make an effort to conduct adaptations both in terms of industry and tourism.

I think that this co-operation is the beginning of a possible future. Another type of
conclusion relates to participation and information. To start with the NPPs were
originally installed under a dictatorship. Participation by town councils simply did not
exist. It even happened that municipalities were just go-betweens administratively and I
would say that nowadays information to town councils is entirely necessary.

It is absolute necessary that the town councils are involved in making decisions that
affect the live of the country. And this is the sort of thing we are talking about:
construction, running of things, the shutting downs and closure of installations.

(1)
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going trough administrative proceedings.

(3)

Diversification nf Hie economical aetiwity

employment and
development at local

In Vandellos 2, for example, we still do not have a follow up committee. Another
conclusion that I would like to draw is that a certain economic effort is required. Setting
up a NPP leads to a single focussed activity, it does give rise to employment during a
certain period and that leads to a kind of diversification of economic activity and
obviously town councils need to make an effort to compensate the job losses. To do this
we need external aid with our own local capacities, we simply can not promote
sufficient growth, we can not lead to the kind of growth and employment that is
required.
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CONCLUSIONS (4)
Nuclear power plants generate

Positive effects

Negative effects

Town Halls affected by nuclear industry search for
alternative activities

But these towns halls on their own cannot face the
process of changing and adaptation

partfoipsitlon of Ellis needed by the
means of sectorial activities exclusively directed to

nuclear areas:
Communitarian Initiatives

Just to sum up: NNP do have effects when they are introduced into a municipality.
There are positive and negative effects. Town councils work to try to encourage
alternative activities but these town councils on their own cannot face the entire process
of change and adaptation. What we really need is to see the active participation of the
EU, of states and companies in order to encourage this sort of development. And this
what I was really referring to before, when we talked about globalisation, when we
talked about large-scale statistics. Perhaps we have actually forgotten to look at the
situation existing in smaller localities. They are the ones that have to bear the brand and
they indeed are the ones who can show us the future in co-operation, with information
and with a considerable effort and a degree of imagination. They are the ones that after
all are best acquainted with the municipality and with their own villages. With the help
of companies, member states and the EU I think we can be looking at a sustainable
future either with or without NPPs, but I hope that my example can be used as an
example to other towns and villages in Europe. Thank you very much.
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