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PRESENT SITUATION IN THE DUNKERQUE AREA

Mr. Georges DAIRIN
President of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Dunkerque

I am the President of the Chamber de Commerce and Industry of Dunkerque, where we
have the biggest nuclear power station in Europe as far as I am aware, and it has been
functioning for a number of years. I am also head of a public works company, which
works in the nuclear sector, not only in France but elsewhere* and I am also head of the
local information committee in Dunkerque for the nuclear power station of Gravelin.
This is a committee, which is supposed to be informed of and deal with any problem of
safety, incident, environmental impact. It consists of a number of people, the Mayors,
members of the general and regional councils and representatives of various
associations, along with representatives of the Green party and other political factions
which are very concerned that there should be an opportunity in the forum for
discussion about everything having to do with nuclear energy and this particularly
nuclear power station.

Overall things have gone fairly well, we really do not have any regrets as regards our'
relations with Electricite de France and the establishment of this nuclear power station
in our region. It has been there for a number of years and both parties have agreed in a
certain number of things: we, the local authorities, have to deal with certain impacts
which we have to manage and make use of as best as possible. There are more than a
1000 people working there, you have all kinds of positive fallout affecting maybe
2.500-3.000 people, then there is a tax which we get in from this power station, more
than 300 million francs, it is very important for both, the town and the region.

However, Electricite de France also has an interest in ensuring that the establishment
and the existence of this nuclear power station is accepted by the population. Electricite
de France has to be able to sell the idea because nuclear energy in Europe and elsewhere
in the world is not necessarily easily accepted by the population. So it is very important
to establish the possible balance between these two settled interests.

The first thing we did is enter into a convention, right from the construction phase of the
power stations, about 20 years ago. Right from that stage, we established on the
initiative both of the Chamber of Commerce and the power stations just called the
Nuclear Maintenance Club of Dunquerke. It is a very important maintenance centre in
general, because we have other industries such as Solac, the port of Dunquerke itself,
Pechiney, the nuclear power station, coal and steel, so we have a lot of maintenance
industries. It was necessary for them to achieve a certain level of competitivity and
safety in order for them to be able to work in the nuclear area. Because of course, this is
the sector of the economy, which is most demanding in terms of the quality of security.

So it is in the interest of Electricite de France to have available nearby companies which
will be able to meet the requirements that they would have, particularly as thinking that
the approach of nuclear energy will change overtime. So we have this maintenance club
which enabled both Electricite de France and the local authorities, as well as the private
sector, to advance while ensuring that things will be kept as safe as possible. The
markets have become bigger and bigger and Electricite de France, like all the big
companies is ensuring that more and more is done to meet the competitive pressures
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from elsewhere. The contracts are huge, are really vast and the companies have a lot of
trouble in catching up and being able to cope even with parts of these projects. So we
have been in discussions on how to adapt these companies to deal with this larger
volume and much wider scope of these projects.

This maintenance club, which was nuclear but is now called the industry and nuclear
maintenance club, has become a useful tool for all the parties, in 1997 we signed a
multi-annual plan with Electricite de France, the Community of Dunquerke, so all these
little town and villages are around and the Chamber of Commerce that I represent. We
got together and signed a convention. Electricite de France had proposed its help in
terms of providing loans to companies so that jobs could be created to take up projects
that we would analyse together. It is a pretty conventional kind of approach, but it is
something that I had to bring your attention to, because it does exist.

Another point which is even more interesting is this: again, in the discussions between
the Chamber of Commerce and Electricite de France, we came to the conclusion that
since we have got this important maintenance centre working, not only for the nuclear
sector but also for the coal and steel, food processing and others, there are very special
requirements in certain areas. We asked Electricite de France to analyse its own
specificities and see whether these could be sold to Exforum and if they accepted we
would be assisted in exporting in Asia, elsewhere in Europe, the EEUU, China,
Electricite de France has very good relations with China. So we said: "all right, you
bring us in, you tell you clients that these companies are very good, putting excellent
performances, let's involve them". 20 to 30 out of 150 companies where selected, they
were very strongly audited and then they were given 2 missions: first of all one with
respect to Morocco. We have 7 or 8 companies set up in the Casablanca region, that is
just one example, but there are others. That is the second convention, partnership that
we entered into with Electricite de France, which helped us to benefit from its own
relations, helped us with selection and helped us to some extent financially, though I.
have to say that the financial part was far from being the most important aspect.
Electricite de France did not spend a lot of money but put its resources at our disposal,
and that was much more important.

Another aspect as well is promoting the whole of the Dunquerke area. We called on the
Electricite de France, and they again agreed to make available to us their main
specialists in international relations, not just helping companies to export, but to get big
companies from America, Asia to come to France and invest in Dunquerke. We have
very large port facilities, with room for expansion, our port is only an hour away from
the railways, we can take very big vessels indeed and we will be proposing to
companies, including the so-called polluting companies, in other words those whose
work requires particular attention, the big industrial companies, to come to us. In thai
framework, Electricite de France has agreed to make available to us their top
representatives, to bring to Dunkerque the people with whom they are establishing their
own joint ventures: Japanese and Americans have come recently in the area of
chemicals and this is another benefit which we have run out of them.

In the economic area we have decided, together with Electricite de France, to work
through a branch of the Chamber of Commerce and Industiy and establish what we call
relay buildings: for investors wanting to invest in France, and France being extremely
bureaucratic, like other parts in Europe whenever you want to build or set up facilities,



we decided to establish a sort of grid constructions: everything is ready, there in a
modular form, and when companies decide to come in they know that 3-4-4'5 months
later they will have their factory, offices, warehouses,... .

Electricite de France in terms of its own prestige has founded of use working together
with local authorities, helping for example with groups of people excluded from society
and helping to reintegrate them into society.

So this is what we have been doing in the area of Dunquerke. As a president of the
Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Dunquerke and as the head of a company
myself, I can only express gratification at what we have been able to do, at the
atmosphere in which we have been able to work and the demands that Electricite de
France has been willing to accept, not only in terms of the economic development of the
region but also as president of the information committee where we had to analyse
problems, for example, how and up to what point workers who enter the nuclear facility
are monitored. All of this has to be made very clear in an atmosphere of transparency,
and if this is done as was done in our case, then a lot can be achieved and I think that a
lot has been achieved. Thank you very much.
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