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ABSTRACT 
 

The study of birds in Olkiluoto in the summer of 2008 repeated the study of the same 
area conducted in 1997 (Yrjölä 1997), and was complemented with two new line tran-
sect routes and six new waterfowl counting points for the eastern region of the Olki-
luoto island. Using this method the research project covered the whole area of the 
Olkiluoto island. By repeating the earlier routes and counting points it presented an op-
portunity to clarify any possible changes in the area. 
 
A wide variety of different biotypes are evident in the mixed-growth forests of the 
whole Olkiluoto island and after that are both spruce and pine forests.  There are region-
ally, however, great differences in the division. In the western sector of the island, on 
the first three lines, the share of industrial areas and the road network are noticeable. 
 
The methods used were line transects for the bird species found on the ground and point 
checks for the aquatic species of birds (Koskimies & Väisänen 1998), which are the 
established methods used for the monitoring of birdlife in Finland. 
 
In these calculations, the bird observations were 1429 altogether, covering 65 species. 
The results of the checkpoint census for waterfowl are presented in this study. Alto-
gether, 23 species were interpreted in the census for waterfowl as pairs appearing to nest 
in the area of the checkpoints. The endangered, or other species mentioned in the EU 
bird directive, sighted in Olkiluoto in summer 2008 are listed in this study. The Red-
backed Shrike and Common Chiffchaff were clearly the most common among these 
species. 
 
The birdlife in Olkiluoto is both rather varied and abundant. A few clear tendencies can 
be distinguished in the changes within the species of birds.  Amongst the waterfowl and 
gulls, the species favouring flourishing watercourses have increased. The species in the 
outer archipelago, such as the Common Eider and Velvet Scoter have declined com-
pared to 1997. Probably the waders of the archipelago will decline further. Amongst the 
landbirds, the species that can tolerate human activity have increased, as those habitats 
provide them with a more suitable nesting environment. 
 
The areas most rich in birdlife in 2008 were the nature conservation reserves on the 
southern coast, together with the western and northern shores and the rocky islets facing 
them.  In the middle of the island and the surroundings of the power stations, the envi-
ronment and also the birdlife have undergone dramatic change. 
 
Keywords: bird survey, birdlife, Olkiluoto, Eurajoki, Posiva 



Eurajoen Olkiluodon linnustotutkimus 2008 
 
TIIVISTELMÄ 
 
Olkiluodon linnustotutkimuksessa kesällä 2008 toistettiin alueella vuonna 1997 tehdyt 
laskennat (Yrjölä 1997), joita täydennettiin lisäksi kahdella uudella linjalaskentareitillä 
sekä kuudella uudella vesilintujen laskentapisteellä Olkiluodon saaren itäosassa. Näin 
tutkimusalue saatiin kattamaan koko Olkiluodon saari. Vanhojen reittien ja pisteiden 
toisto antaa mahdollisuuden selvittää linnuston mahdollisia muutoksia alueella. 
 
Koko Olkiluodon saarella sekametsä on runsain biotooppityyppi, sen jälkeen ovat kuu-
si- ja mäntymetsät. Alueellisesti jakaumat poikkeavat kuitenkin huomattavasti. Saaren 
länsiosassa olevalla kolmella ensimmäisellä linjalla teollisuusalueiden ja teiden osuus 
on huomattava. 
 
Menetelminä käytettiin maalinnuston linjalaskentaa ja vesilintujen pistelaskentaa (Kos-
kimies & Väisänen 1988), jotka ovat vakiintuneet käyttöön linnustonseurannassa Suo-
messa. 
 
Yhteensä linjalaskennoissa tehtiin 1429 lintuhavaintoa, jotka koskivat 65 lajia. Linjoit-
taiset tulokset on esitetty tässä raportissa. Vesilintulaskennoissa tulkittiin pesintään viit-
taava pari laskentapisteiden alueelle yhteensä 23 lajille.  
 
Olkiluodon alueella kesällä 2008 havaitut uhanalaiset tai lintudirektiivin liitteeseen 1 
kuuluvat lajit on koottu raporttiin. Pikkulepinkäinen ja tiltaltti olivat selvästi yleisimmät 
näistä lajeista. 
 
Olkiluodon linnusto on melko monipuolinen ja runsas. Lajiston muutoksissa on havait-
tavissa muutama selvä suuntaus. Vesi- ja lokkilinnuissa rehevien vesien lajit ovat run-
sastuneet. Erityisesti merialueella on runsastunut merimetso, jonka kannankehitys Suo-
men merialueilla jatkuu rajuna. Ulomman saariston lajit, kuten haahka ja pilkkasiipi, 
ovat vähentyneet vuoteen 1997 verrattuna. Ja todennäköisesti saariston kahlaajat tulevat 
vähenemään edelleen. Maalinnustossa runsastuneita ovat mm. ihmistoimintaa hyvin 
sietävät lajit, joille toiminta osin lisää sopivaa pesimäympäristöä. 
 
Linnustoltaan arvokkaimpia alueita vuonna 2008 olivat etelärannan luonnonsuojelualue, 
sekä länsi- ja pohjoisranta ja niiden edustan luodot. Saaren keskiosa ja voimaloiden ym-
päristö on voimakkaasti muuttunut ja linnusto myös.  
 
Avainsanat: linnustoselvitys, linnusto, Olkiluoto, Eurajoki, Posiva 
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1.  INTRODUCTION 
 
The study of birds in Olkiluoto in the summer of 2008 repeated the study of the same 
area conducted in 1997 (Yrjölä 1997), and was complemented with two new line 
transect routes and six new waterfowl counting points for the eastern region of the 
Olkiluoto island. Using this method the research project covered the whole area of the 
Olkiluoto island. By repeating the earlier routes and counting points it presented an 
opportunity to clarify any possible changes in the area. The research project is a part of 
Posiva Oy’s systematic monitoring of the environment in the Olkiluoto area.  
 
The Olkiluoto research on bird life was conducted by examining the species of birds 
nesting in the area and their distribution across the region including the monitoring of 
the density of bird population or pairs of birds. The results consider the appearance of 
rarer species, the number of game birds and the more valued areas as far as birdlife is 
concerned. 
 
The methods of research were the same as those conducted in 1997. By adopting the 
chosen methods of line transects and point counts a rather comprehensive account of 
birdlife in the area could be achieved with a reasonable amount of work.  The results are 
a representative account of the birdlife and the survey presents a sufficiently accurate 
Figure of the species of birds and the number of pairs.  As far as the rarer birds or 
species that were difficult to detect are concerned the results naturally present a degree 
of uncertainty compared to the more common species of bird.  But for the goals set for 
the study, however, the reliability can be considered to be quite sufficient.  
 
The following members participated in the counting in the study:  Hannu Sarvanne, 
Jarkko Santaharju, Antti Tanskanen ja Rauno Yrjölä. Calculation, compilation and 
preparation of the material and reporting has been carried out by Rauno Yrjölä.  The 
work has been conducted in accordance with the commission received from Posiva Oy 
and Jani Helin has supervised the study on behalf of the client.   
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2.  AREA OF RESEARCH  
 
Olkiluoto is situated in the municipality of Eurajoki in Western Finland (Figure 1). The 
Olkiluoto island is mainly part of the inner or intermediate belt of the archipelago off 
the coast of the Gulf of Bothnia.  The shores are shallow and rocky in places. Olkiluoto 
is separated from the mainland by a narrow reeded straight.  
 
Two nuclear power stations are situated at Olkiluoto in addition to a third nuclear power 
station which is under construction and a repository for the final storage of nuclear 
waste. In addition to the power plants there are anciliary buildings and grading and 
sorting areas in the immediate surroundings.  In addition, a harbour is situated in the 
north of the island and a small housing area to the east. There are few residents and the 
island has a small number of summer houses along the shores to the northeast.   
 
The central part of the island is mostly young-growth commercial forest but on the 
southern shore of the island is a nature conservation reserve where the woodland is 
more diverse. The environment of the power plants, in addition to the areas of buildings 
and the broad electricity power lines leading away from the site have affected the nature 
of the habitat and the effect of this impact can also be noticed in the birdlife.   
 

 
 

Figure 1. Olkiluoto in Eurajoki. 

 
Separate reports on the type of vegetation in the Olkiluoto area have been conducted. In 
this study the division of biotopes was defined by recording on the line transects on the 
basis of the material. The division has been counted on the lengths of the biotypes along 
the transect lines. The division of biotypes is illustrated in Table 1 and Figure 2. 
 
A wide variety of different biotypes are evident in the mixed-growth forests of the 
whole Olkiluoto island and after that are both spruce and pine forests. There are 
regionally, however, great differences in the division. In the western sector of the island, 
on the first three lines, the share of industrial areas and the road network are noticeable. 
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Table 1. Division of biotopes in Olkiluoto Summer 2008 calculated on the basis of 

biotype information  recorded in the line transects. 

 
 Name Spruce-

forest 
Pine-
forest 

Deci-
duous 
-forest 

Mixed-
forest 

Felled 
areas 

Bushes Swamp Culti-
vated 
and 
marsh 

Habi-
tated 

Industrial 
areas 
and 
roads 

 

1 Ulkopää 8,7 0,0 9,8 13,5 0,0 0,0 0,0 0,0 0,0 68,1 100,0 
2 Flutanperä-

Selkänum-
menharju 

1,3 16,0 0,0 24,0 0,0 25,3 0,0 0,0 0,0 33,3 100,0 

3 Selkänum-
menharju 

8,0 12,0 0,0 49,3 8,0 0,0 0,0 0,0 0,0 22,7 100,0 

4 Liiklankallio 28,0 36,3 13,8 5,8 13,3 1,3 0,0 0,0 0,0 1,8 100,0 
5 Olkiluoto 0,0 4,1 0,0 79,7 0,0 16,2 0,0 0,0 0,0 0,0 100,0 
6 Korpi 14,3 20,2 0,0 46,4 3,6 4,8 0,0 6,0 4,8 0,0 100,0 
7 Kangas 65,5 6,1 4,8 2,4 9,7 11,5 0,0 0,0 0,0 0,0 100,0 
8 Ilavainen 15,3 39,0 3,3 17,7 0,8 2,3 0,8 20,2 0,0 0,5 100,0 

 Total area 17,4 17,2 3,8 31,2 4,7 8,0 0,1 3,0 0,7 14,0 100,0 
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Figure 2. Division of Biotopes. 

 

 
There are swamps on Olkiluoto but ditched forest marshland is, as a rule, coded as dry-
peaty forest in the line transects. Only small patches of swamp were evident, here and 
there. In addition, there are shallow bays of reeded marsh and also in some locations 
there are areas of common alder wildwood. 
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Figure 3. Spruce forest in the middle of Olki-

luoto 

 

Figure 4. Young pine forest. 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 5. Flourishing stands of birch where 

spruce has been cleared. 

 

Figure 6. Mixed forest of spruce and common 

alder. 

 

  
 

Figure 7. Growth of shrub in felled sector. 
 

Figure 8. Damp meadow and brush. 
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Figure 9. Field under cultivation. 

 

Figure 10. Shallow mud flats at Flutanperä. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 11. More rugged and rocky coast on the 

northern coast of Olkiluoto. 
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3.  METHODS 
 
The methods used were line transects for the bird species found on the ground and point 
checks for the aquatic species of birds (Koskimies & Väisänen 1998), which are the 
established methods used for the monitoring of birdlife in Finland. 
 
Guidelines observed in study : 
 Koskimies, P. & Väisänen, R.A. 1988 (2. painos): Linnustonseurannan 

havainnointiohjeet. -Helsingin yliopiston eläinmuseo, Helsinki. 
 Koskimies, P. 1994: Linnuston seuranta ympäristöhallinnon hankkeissa. - Vesi- ja 

ympäristöhallituksen julkaisuja, sarja B. 
 

3.1  Line transects for land birds 
 
The line transect is carried out once during a nesting period when  the latest migratory 
birds, such as the Spotted Flycatcher and Garden Warbler have already become 
widespread, but when birdsong has not yet clearly declined. The most favorable line 
transect period seems to be 1- 17.6 in southern and central Finland (Koskimies & 
Väisänen 1988). The line transect count takes place during the five hours after sunrise. 
 
The composition of the birds in the line transects is clarified by counting the observed 
birds when walking along a certain route in the terrain i.e. along a line in the field. 
Calculation is carried out on the counting route which is planned in the field using a 
map of the area.  
 
The counter starts counting along the line with a compass, and marks down on a 
sighting chart all the birds he has observed, in addition to the type of biotope he has 
walked through. Observations of the birds are recorded separately on the main belt, at a 
distance of 25 metres from the counter on either side. The observations outside the main 
field belong to the supplementary belt (Diagram 12). Both visual and sound 
observations are accepted.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 12. Line transect principle. 
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After counting the first straight, the counter turns and starts the second, starting afresh, 
so to say. In other words, he marks down also those observations that may have 
belonged to the former straight. This is possible in the vicinity of the apexes of the 
triangles. When there is a lot of data to record, even the rarest species are not 
overemphasised although they happen to occur within the apexes of the triangle. It’s 

important to make sure that the observations are marked down only directly from the 
sides and front. The observations from the back angle are left unmarked. 
 
When the very last straight has been traversed, the counter has reached the end of his 
commission. Usually, the sides of the field lines are 1.5-2 kilometres long, depending on 
the density of birds. In southern Finland the counting takes approximately 40-60 
minutes per kilometre. 
 
After the counting has been done, the observations are collected on a compilation form 
and the details are then transferred to computer. Following this phase, the amount of 
sightings of each species on the main belt and supplementary belts can be counted, and 
if needed, the observations can be summarised according to different biotopes. 
 
If needed, the density of the birds on the main belt and supplementary belts (territory 
per square kilometre) can be calculated on the basis of the observations made. The 
amount of observations per line kilometre can be used only in observing the changes. 
The density can be calculated from either the main belt, of which the exact sector area is 
known, or from the complete data taking the observation relationships between the main 
and supplementary belts, using the so-called species-specific audibility coefficients 
(Järvinen & Väisänen 1983). In this study, as in the research conducted in 1997, the 
Järvinen and Väisänen coefficients have been used. 
 
On the basis of the observations made on the main belt, the absolute densities can be 
directly calculated. If, for example, there were ten chaffinchs on the main field, the 
chaffinch density is the number of observed pairs / (line length x width of main belt in 
kilometres) i.e. 10/(4.5 x 0.05) = 44.44 pairs km². Most of the observations of species 
that can be heard, such as the Eurasian Cuckoo, have most probably been on the 
supplementary belt. If the relationship between the supplementary and main belt is 
known, the observations of the supplementary belt may also be used in helping to 
calculate the density of population. 
 
The advantage of line transect census is that a rather comprehensive depiction of 
birdlife can be achieved by means of a relatively stable and easily realised method. Not 
all of the rarer species of birds necessarily appear on the line transects, and in the same 
way, there are differences between the counters on the field, but these variations tend to 
even out when there is a large amount of collected data. In addition, there is quite a lot 
of comparative data on line transect censuses in Finland, e.g. line transect monitoring 
has been one of the most important methods employed in different parts of Finland for 
the study of changes in birdlife by the Helsinki University Museum of Zoology. 
 
It should be kept in mind that there are many factors that influence the changes in bird 
population density and that not all of those tendencies are necessarily the same. The 
reduction of nesting biotopes may be compensated by the provision of additional 
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nutrition at the borders of those biotopes or by a reduction of predatory activity within 
the increased area of open terrain. 
 

3.2  Wildfowl point counts 
 
Counting is carried out in the same sector 1-2 times, according to duck species nesting 
at the end of spring, the first count at the beginning or middle of May and the second 
count at the end of May or beginning of June. Guidelines for the counting timeframe 
when the weather conditions in spring are normal, and the ice has broken up in the 
south, at the end of April, are as follows: 
 

Area 1. census 2. census 

South & southwestern 
coastal areas 8.–10.5. 20.–25.5. 

 
From the computations made for 1997, the ones that are still able to be counted are 
repeated in order that comparison with the earlier data is preserved. In the eastern part 
of Olkiluoto six new observation spots are established from which the counting sectors 
are evaluated in the terrain. All the new points and counting sectors are recorded as 
local data for the sector. 
 
With the aid of a map the suitable census spot is selected beforehand on the sector in 
question.  The requirements of the spots are as follows: 
 
 With the aid of permanent landmarks, the permanent census sector is demarcated 

in watercourses.  The borders of the sector are marked on the map. 
 Visibility must be unobstructed. 
 The bird species must be distinguishable from as far away as the furthest corner of 

the sector.  
 There must be access to the spot under all circumstances. 

 
Suitable places are the ends of peninsulas, rocks on the shore, jetties etc. 
 
Census is carried out on the spot 1-2 times during the census period. It is important that 
the migratory flocks have left the sector, but the pairs have not yet dispersed, and the 
male birds have gathered into their own flocks.  
 
The census is most preferably carried out in the morning or before the afternoon, from 
around 06-13. The weather should be favourable, sunny, dry but cloudy, and calm.  
Rain or fog should not restrict visibility. 
 
The sector in the census spot is carefully surveyed with binoculars or telescope. The 
coastline and edges of reeded areas where birds may be in hiding should be especially 
surveyed. All species and sexes of the birds observed are defined and the observations 
are marked down. Separate individual birds, groups and flocks are recorded 
individually.   
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Census time period depends on the size of the sector. The census must be conducted 
with care, but on the other hand, not too much time should be used on counting the 
sector, because the birds would have had time to move about a lot, and interpretation of 
the observations may become difficult.  
 
Observations are interpreted as the number of pairs in the sector.  A comparison can be 
made with these between different years and areas.  The most favourable Figure of birds 
in the sector can be achieved if there are several census spots, and the censuses can be 
repeated successively over several years.  In this way the effect of variable weather 
conditions etc. can be minimised. 
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4.  SUBJECT MATERIAL 

4.1  Line transect census 
 
An aim was made to arrange the amount of line transects so that all parts on the research 
sector would be at least partly studied. At Eurajoki, the total amount of transect lines 
counted was 28,250 km.  The data for the transect lines are detailed in Table 2, and the 
location on the terrain is shown in Figure 13. Also transect lines 1-6 were counted in 
1997, but at the time, transect line 1 was slightly longer. Now that sector is a part of the 
construction site of Olkiluoto 3.   
 
Table 2.  Lines counted, counter and length of line in kilometres. 

 
Code  Date Time Counter* Length 

km** 
Observat- 
ions on  
main belt 

Observat-
ions on 
supple-
mentary 
belt 

Main belt 
percent 

1 Ulkopää 3.6.2008 5.30-7.55 RY 2,600 41 105 28,08 
2 Flutanperä-

Selkänummenharju 
3.6.2008 5.25-8.00 AT 3,700 50 121 29,24 

3 Selkänummenharju 3.6.2008 5.30-9.30 JS 3,750 75 154 32,75 
4 Liiklankallio 3.6.2008 5.30-8.30 HS 4,000 25 139 15,24 
5 Olkiluoto 4.6.2008 5.20-9.26 JS 3,700 78 162 32,50 
6 Korpi 4.6.2008 5.25-8.20 AT 4,200 44 138 24,18 
7 Kangas 4.6.2008 5.20-8.15 HS 3,300 20 136 12,82 
8 Ilavainen 4.6.2008 5.25-8.08 RY 3,000 22 117 15,83 

*AT= Antti Tanskanen, HS= Hannu Sarvanne, JS = Jarkko Santaharju, RY= Rauno Yrjölä 
** Based on calculation form 
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Figure 13. Transect line census 2008.  
Layout Posiva Oy. © Maanmittauslaitos 41/MML/09. 

 
 

4.2  Wildfowl point count census 
 
A waterfowl census was made 5 - 6.5 and 20.5. An endeavour was made to locate the 
census spots to cover as large an area of the watercourses as possible.   Compared to the 
census of 1997, the spots were almost in the same locations. Only the census spot by the 
third Olkiluoto nuclear power station site had to be moved to a new location slightly 
more to the east.  Spots 1-12 were also counted in 1997. Spots 13-18 are the new 
locations for 2008.   
 
Moving from one census spot to another occurred by driving close to the areas of 
shoreline, and for the census spots that were close to one another, these were accessed 
by walking along the shore.   After that one moved to the next spot. The total amount of 
time to make a census of the sector as a whole took 8 – 9 hours. The first time the 
census was carried out over a period of two days. The second census was started in the 
morning at 6, and both censuses were completed in the afternoon. 
 
Both the census spots of the waterfowl and the census sectors approximately covering 
them, is presented in Figure 14. 
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Guidelines of the Central Museum of Natural Sciences were observed in interpreting the 
number of pairs. This was already presented by Koskimies and Väisänen in 1988.  

4.3  Other sightings 
 
During the summer period some sightings outside the census sectors were recorded, 
especially on those species that were not noticed in the census or of which only few 
observations were made.  
 
 
Pair interpretation:  
Ducklike birds (not counting scaups) 

 Pair separate from other individuals  (♂♀) 
 Single male       (♂) 
 Males in groups of 2-4 (2–4 ♂♂ = 2–4 pairs) 
 Small male groups pursuing females (2–4 ♂♂ 1 ♀ = 2–4 pairs) 
 Individual females (♀), if total amount is bigger than the total amount of males. 

Pochard and Tufted duck (clear surplus of males) 

 Total amount of females (♀♀). 
Goldeneye 

 In full summer plumage (fertile) male (♂) 
 pair (♂♀). 

Common Coot 

 individual bird (close to shore) 
 pair (two birds together) 
 territory conflict (= 2 pairs) 
 separate sound observations in addition to visual sightings of an individual (territory) in the census sector. 

Diver and Grebe 

 individual bird 
 pair (= two individuals together). 

Swans and geese 

 pair observed on the nest or presumably at the nesting site (= two nesting birds together) 
Gulls 

 individual bird or pair close to the probable nesting site (e.g.brooding or agitated female). 
 
Observations were interpreted as pairs, if in both censuses the sighting was of both partners or one or the other near 
the nesting site. Groups of three or more males were interpreted to be migrating or circling. The amount of pairs in 
the flocks of gulls was interpreted by dividing the size of the flocks by two. For instance five seagulls during both 
censuses makes three pairs (2+2+1), where the individual bird is counted as a pair. 
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Figure 14. Counted waterfowl points 2008, & their estimated counting sectors. Layout 

Posiva Oy. © Maanmittauslaitos 41/MML/09. 
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5.  RESULTS 

5.1  Line transect census results 
 
 In Table 3, all bird observations calculated with the aid of line transects are the 
numbers of observations of all bird species and density of population (pairs/km²) in the 
whole Olkiluoto sector. Density corresponds to the so-called corrected-density, where 
the total bird density and its possible effect on observation of the birds have been taken 
into consideration in calculating the population density.  In the table, each species is 
mentioned whether it belongs to the species marked in the EU bird directive appendix 1, 
or if it belongs to Finland’s endangered species classification.  
 
In these calculations, the bird observations were 1429 altogether, covering 65 species. 
Results line by line are presented in the appendix tables. 
 
Table 3. Results of line transect census for landbirds 2008.  

D= species belongs to protected species mentioned in the appendix 1 of the bird 

directive, VU= species according to the Finish national classification for endangered 

species (vulnerable), NT= species to be monitored in the Finnish classification as near 

endangered. 

 
  Observations  

Name Scientific name Main belt Supplementary 
belt 

Total. Density 
pairs/km2 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea  2 2 0,075 

Common Buzzard Buteo buteo  2 2 0,313 

Hazel Grouse D Bonasa bonasia 1 3 4 2,236 

Black Grouse D, NT Tetrao tetrix  1 1 0,140 

Common Crane D Grus grus  2 2 0,027 

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 1 2 3 0,808 

Common Redshank Tringa totanus 1 1 2 0,155 

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus  1 1 0,138 

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos  3 3 0,505 

Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus 6 17 23 1,213 

Eurasian Cuckoo NT Cuculus canorus  5 5 0,147 

Tawny Owl Strix aluco 1  1 0,301 

Common Swift Apus apus  1 1 0,029 
Eurasian Wryneck VU Jynx torquilla  1 1 0,088 

Black Woodpecker D Dryocopus martius 2 5 7 0,237 

Great Spotted 
Woodpecker 

Denrocopos major 3 10 13 2,415 

Lesser Spotted 
Woodpecker VU 

Denrocopos minor 1  1 0,201 

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 3 8 11 1,159 

House Martin Delichon urbica  10 10 1,491 

Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis 4 21 25 3,778 

Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba 13 6 20 5,786 

Winter Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 1 3 4 0,773 

Hedge Accentor Prunella modularis 4 10 14 2,074 

Robin Erithacus rubecula 9 36 45 10,205 

Thrush Nightingale Luscinia luscinia  5 5 0,394 
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Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus  1 1 0,133 

Northern Wheatear NT Oenanthe oenanthe 4 2 6 1,892 

Blackbird Turdus merula 13 30 43 6,890 

Fieldfare Turdus pilaris 1 7 8 1,629 

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 4 30 34 4,555 

Redwing Turdus iliacus 8 16 25 4,626 

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenopaenus 1 4 5 0,964 

Blyth’s Reed Warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum  2 2 0,441 

Marsh Warbler Acrocephalus palustris 1  1 0,402 

Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina 1 4 5 1,252 

Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca 8 14 22 4,348 

Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis 6 12 18 3,649 

Garden Warbler Sylvia borin 5 36 41 5,743 

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 5 20 25 4,057 

Common Chiffchaff VU Phylloscopus collybita 3 9 12 1,390 

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 64 202 266 39,774 

Goldcrest Regulus regulus 5 18 23 6,858 

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 14 5 19 6,948 

Red-breasted Flycatcher 
D, NT 

Ficedula parva  1 1 0,249 

Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca 2 15 17 3,573 

Willow Tit Parus montanus 1 7 8 2,528 

Crested Tit Parus cristatus 1 6 7 2,558 

Coal Tit Parus ater 3 1 4 1,131 

Blue Tit Parus caeruleus 5 7 12 3,643 

Great Tit Parus major 5 28 33 7,474 

Eurasian Treecreeper Certhia familiaris 2 6 8 2,579 

Red-backed Shrike D, 
NT 

Lanius collurio 9 8 17 6,601 

Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius 3 3 6 1,535 

Black-billed Magpie Pica pica 1 1 2 0,174 

Hooded Crow Corvus corone 6 21 27 1,438 

Common Raven Corvus corax 1 1 2 0,046 

Common Starling NT Sturnus vulgaris 2  2 0,281 

Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 66 230 296 51,428 

Greenfinch Carduelis chloris 8 24 32 3,994 

Eurasian Siskin Carduelis spinus 11 30 41 5,480 

Common Redpoll Carduelis flammea 2 1 3 0,360 

Scarlet Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus 10 42 52 7,626 

Common Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula 1  1 0,169 

Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella 14 47 61 11,060 

Crossbill Loxia sp. 9 26 35 2,308 

Total 65 species 355 1072 1429  

 

5.2  Point count census results for Waterfowl 
 
The results of the checkpoint census for waterfowl are presented in Table 4. Altogether, 
23 species were interpreted in the census for waterfowl as pairs appearing to nest in the 
area of the checkpoints.   In addition, a few species were observed but they were not 
interpreted to be nesting in the checkpoint area. More details concerning observations in 
the census are presented in the appendix of the tables.  
 



19 
 

  

Table 4. Results of census for waterfowl Interpretation of scoring for pairs of birds. 

D=species belongs to protected species mentioned in appendix 1 of the bird directive, 

VU=species according to Finnish national classification for endangered species 

(vulnerable), NT= species to be monitored in the Finnish classification as near 

endangered.    

 
  Point, interpreted as number of pairs 

Species Scientific name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 Total 

Great Crested 
Grebe 

Podiceps cristatus  5 2 1  1 2 1 8 2 1 2 2 9 6 1  2 45 

Mute Swan Cygnus olor  2   1 1 2 1    1 1  1  1 1 12 

Greylag Goose Anser anser       1 2           3 

Shelduck NT Tadorna tadorna       1            1 

Eurasian Teal Anas crecca        1 1          2 

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos  7 2  3   2 3 1   2 4 3 2  1 30 

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula  4 1 2 2  2 4 6 3  2 8 1 1   2 38 

Common Eider Somateria mollissima  2 3 3 12 1 8 26 5 3 5 3 2 1     74 

Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca     1 1 3    2        7 

Goldeneye Bucephala clangula 2 5 3 4 6 1 1 4 6 2 1 3 2 3 2 1  1 47 

Red-breasted 
Meganser 

Mergus serrator  2 2 2 1  1  1 1  2 1 2    2 17 

Goosander Mergus merganser 3 5 3 2 2 1  3 2 1   1 1    1 25 

Common Coot Fulica atra   1 2              2 5 

Oyster Catcher Haematopus 
ostralegus 

      2 1 1          4 

Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula       1            1 

Common 
Redshank 

Tringa totanus  1     1            2 

Common 
Sandpiper 

Actitis hypoleucos  1       1 1 1   1 1    6 

Black-headed 
Gull VU 

Larus ridibundus      1  2 3 1   10      17 

Mew Gull Larus canus  5 3 3 5 3 4 5 3 1  5 8 4 2   1 52 

Herring Gull Larus argentatus     1  2 2 2    1 1     9 

Great black-
backed Gull 

Larus marinus 1 1    1 1 1     1      6 

Common Tern D Sterna hirundo 1 2 1 2 2 2 3 5 3 2 1       2 26 

Arctic Tern D Sterna paradisaea  3   2 1 5 10 5  1 1  1    2 31 

Total 23 species                   460 

 

5.3  Other sightings outside the census 
 
Great Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) 
Many cormorants were found feeding in the waters surrounding Olkiluoto. Individuals 
cormorants were also spotted in the census sectors amongst other waterfowl.  A few 
kilometres immediately to the west of Olkiluoto lies an established colony of Great 
Cormorants that is most likely the source of the main population of circling birds.  
 
Grey Heron (Ardea cinerea) 
In addition to those counted were two sightings of circling birds. According to Posiva's 
staff, this species has become more common to the area. 
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Slavonian Grebe (Podiceps auritus, D) 
At the beginning of June, one individual bird was spotted near checkpoint 5. Maybe 
nesting in the area.  
 
Barnacle Goose (Branta leucopsis, D) 
20.5. One bird on the nest located on a rock west of checkpoint 7.  Nowadays, nesting 
sites are known to exist in other areas of the archipelago between Pori and Rauma.  
 
Whooper Swan (Cygnus cygnus, D) 
5.5. One old individual bird spotted at checkpoint 14. In principle, could be nesting in 
the area, but was interpreted as without nest as it was not seen later. 
 
Greater Scaup (Aythya marila, VU) 
20.5. One male bird on a ridge at checkpoint 11. Could indicate that it had a nest in the 
area, but also could have just been resting on the ridge. No other sightings from the 
area. 
 
Velvet Scoter (Melaniita fusca) 
In addition to the census, mention should be made of 8 individual birds spotted on a 
ridge at checkpoint 11 on 20.5.  May be nesting in the area or resting on migration.  
 
White-tailed Eagle (Haliaeetus albicilla, D, VU) 
5.5. One individual bird on the southern side of Olkiluoto. Apparently it is nowadays 
quite a common sight in the sector, although the White-tailed Eagle was not observed in 
the census.  Population in the Gulf of Bothnia has increased. 
 
Black-backed Gull (Larus fuscus, VU) 
Does not nest in this area, but a few individuals were sighted in flight during the 
summer.  
 
Caspian Tern (Sterna caspia, D, VU) 
Does not nest in the Olkiluoto area but a few were seen hunting in nearby waters. Most 
likely nests somewhere in the neighbouring archipelago. On 20.5 two birds were seen 
on open water on the south side of Olkiluoto, one was seen on the north side, and on 
4.6. one was seen circling. 
 
Eurasian Wryneck (Jynx torquilla, VU) 
In addition to the census on 20.5. one singing individual bird close to checkpoint 10. 
 
Whinchat (Saxicola rubetra, NT) 
Only sighting on 20.5. One individual bird singing in the straights of Olkiluoto. 
 
Reed Bunting (Emberiza schoeniclus) 
This species was not observed in the line transect census at all, but in checkpoint 
censuses at least three singing Reed Buntings were spotted.  
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Figure 15. The Great Cormorant has noticeably increased in Finnish sea areas,and 

also in the vicinity of Olkiluoto. 
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6.  STUDY OF RESULTS 

6.1  Changes in birdlife 
 
In the Olkiluoto area, the Chaffinch and Willow Warbler are clearly the predominant 
species, the share of other birds being much more minor. Compared to 1997, the density 
of the chaffinch has slightly increased, whereas the density of the Willow Warbler has 
decreased (Figures 16 & 17). The same tendency has been shown in national censuses ( 
Väisänen 2006). In 2008, amongst the ten most abundant species of birds that have 
adapted to human habitat, and in the vicinity of housing areas species have increased, 
such as the Robin, Great Tit, and Blackbird. Species of birds common to spruce forests 
have declined slightly.  
 

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

Willo
w warbler

Chaffin
ch

Scarlet ro
sefinch

Sisk
in

Goldcre
st

Robin

Yellowhammer

Garden warbler

Blackbird

Redwing

Species

1997

Density 

pairs/km
2

 
Figure 16. Ten most abundant landbird species in line transect census 1997. 
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Figure 17. Ten most abundant landbird species according to the line transect census 

2008 

 
The most surprising result of the census was, however, the dramatic increase in the Red-
backed Shrike compared to 1997. The Red-backed Shrike is a long-distance migratory 
bird whose nesting population has in some places declined over the last few decades. 
On the other hand, the species has experienced rather large annual fluctuations in 
population. The reason for this has been suspected to be due to change in rainfall and 
drought in regions of Africa where the birds migrate (e.g. Väisänen et al. 1998, Yrjölä 
2007). Figure 18 illustrates the species of birds that have increased most in the 
Olkiluoto area.  
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Figure 18. Species of landbirds experiencing biggest increase in Olkiluoto compared to 

1997. The change has been calculated to show a density of 100 in 1997, and the chart 

value depicts the density in 2008 compared to 1997. 
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Figure 19. Red-backed Shrike. 

 
 
The abundance of the Red-backed Shrike can probably be explained by the flourishing 
of a suitable biotope in the vicinity of the power stations and electricity power lines. A 
greater proportion of the shrikes were to be found in the leafy bushes and low-growth 
junipers in the vicinity of the power lines.  Or alternatively, the fluctuation in population 
could be just a question of coincidence, where the year’s census does not give a realistic 

Figure of the development of the noticeable fluctuations.  
 
The species that have experienced the most decline in Olkiluoto are species common to 
spruce and wildwood forests such as the Bullfinch, Green Sandpiper and the Willow 
Tit.  Additionally, as far as game birds are concerned, Black Grouse has clearly declined 
in the region. Grouse populations have clearly decreased over the last twenty years in 
other regions of Finland also, such as the game reserves in the provinces of Satakunta 
and Varsinais Finland (Helle & Wikman 2008)   
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Figure 20. Species of landbirds that have shown the greatest decline in Olkiluoto 

compared to 1997. The change has been calculated to show a density of 100 in 1997, 

and the chart value depicts the density in 2008 compared to 1997. 

 
The most abundant population of waterfowl and gulls in 2008 were the Common Eider, 
Mew Gull, Golden Eye and Great Crested Grebe. The ten most abundant species of 
pairs of waterfowl and gulls between 1997&2008 are shown in Figures 21 & 22. 
Compared to 1997, the division of species has evened out, whilst the most abundant 
waterfowl species of the inner archipelago, such as the Great Crested Grebe, have 
flourished at the expense of the species of the outer archipelago.  
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Figure 21. Estimated pairs of the most abundant species of waterfowl and gull for the 

census area 1997.   
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Figure 22. Estimated pairs of the most abundant species of waterfowl and gull  for the 

census area 2008. 

 
When examining the numbers of waterfowl and gulls just from the point of view of 
change, we can notice even more clearly how the number of pairs have increased. The 
Mallard, Common Coot and Great Crested Grebe have clearly increased and the same 
trend has been seen in other parts of southern Finland (e.g. Väisänen 1998, Yrjölä 
2007). Also the increase in tern populations is consistent with the development of the 
populations of Common terns and Arctic terns in the Gulf of Finland (Hario & Rintala 
2007).  
 
The species of birds that have increased in population are clearly greater than those that 
have declined compared to 1997. In addition to the Common Eider and Velvet Scoter, 
the species of birds that have most clearly declined are the Red-breasted Merganser, the 
Common Redshank and Black-headed Gull (Figure 24). The population development of 
birds in the archipelago has already declined for a long period of time in Finnish seas, 
although these birds are not classified as endangered species.   Such species are, e.g. the 
Common Redshank, Turnstone and Ringed Plover ( i.a. Hildén 1995). The nesting 
populations of these birds have declined during the last few years due to the preying 
activities of both minks and gulls (Hildén & Hario 1993, Yrjölä 2007). As far as 
waterfowl are concerned, the Velvet Scoter and the Common Eider have declined. It 
must be said that regionally the development of the populations varies (Hario 1998, 
Hario & Rintala 2004, 2007).  
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Figure 23. Species of waterfowl and gulls showing the biggest growth in Olkiluoto 

compared to 1997. The change has been calculated to show a density of 100 in 1997, 

and the chart value depicts the comparative density value in 2008. 
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Figure 24. Species of waterfowl and gulls showing the biggest decline in Olkiluoto 

compared to 1997. The change has been calculated so that the density of 1997 is 100, 

and the figure in the chart depicts the comparative density value in 2008. 
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Figures 25-28. Waterfowl and Gull species that have increased and declined in 

Olkiluoto.  The Great Crested Grebe and Common Tern have increased (on the left), 

whilst the Common Eider and Common Redshank have declined (on the right). 

 
 

6.2  Endangered species or species covered by directives 
 
The endangered, or other species mentioned in the EU bird directive appendix 1, sighted 
in Olkiluoto in summer 2008 are listed Table 5 (EU bird directive (79/409/ETY): 
appendix 1). The Red-backed Shrike and Common Chiffchaff were clearly the most 
common among these species. 
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Table 5. Summary of rarer species in the area. D=species belong to protected species 

mentioned in appendix 1 of the bird directive, VU=species according to Finnish 

national classification for endangered species (vulnerable), NT= species to be 

monitored in the Finnish classification as near endangered. 

 
 
Species 

 
Sceintific name 

 
 Pairs 

Slavonian Grebe D Podiceps auritus 0-1 

Barnacle Goose D Branta leucopsis 0-1 

Whooping Swan D Cygnus cygnus 0-1 

Greater ScaupVU Aythya marila 0-1 

White-tailed Eagle D, VU Haliaeetus albicilla 0 

Hazel Grouse D Bonasa bonasia 4 

Black Grouse D, NT Tetrao tetrix 1 

Common Crane D Grus grus 2 

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 3 

Black-backed Gull VU Larus fuscus 0 

Caspian Tern D,VU Sterna caspia 0 

Eurasian Cuckoo NT Cuculus canorus 5 

Eurasian Wryneck VU Jynx torquilla 1 

Black Woodpecker D Dryocopus martius 7 

Spotted Woodpecker VU Denrocopos minor 1 

Northern Wheatear NT Oenanthe oenanthe 6 

Whinchat NT Saxicola rubetra 1 

Common Chiffchaff VU Phylloscopus collybita 12 

Red-breasted Flycatcher D, NT Ficedula parva 1 

Red-backed Shrike D, NT Lanius collurio 17 

Common Starling NT Sturnus vulgaris 2 

 

 
Amongst the waterfowl and species common to watercourses there are a few rarer 
species of which around 50 pairs of Shelduck nest in Finland, and the biggest part of the 
population is found along the shores of the province of Satakunta.  The Slavonian Grebe 
is a rare resident on the verdant lakes and coastal waters throughout the whole country. 
The Scaup is probably the most scarse in numbers of the wildfowl that have been 
observed in this area. The population of this species in Finland has concentrated in 
Lapland and the archipelago of the Gulf of Bothnia (Väisänen i.a. 1998). 
 
Of the game birds, the Hazel Grouse clearly thrives better than the Black Grouse in the 
vicinity of human habitats and rather small areas of woodland.  The Hazel Grouse 
population differs from the Black Grouse population in that it has not so clearly 
declined in the provinces of Satakunta and Varsinais Finland (Helle & Vikman 2008). 
 
The Eurasian Wryneck has experienced decline, and during the last few years it has 
been observed that throughout the whole country there are less than 1000 territories 
(Lehtiniemi & Koskimies 2008). The decline, for example, compared to the situation in 
the middle of the last century, is rather clear, for it has dropped 50% (Väisänen i.a. 
1998).  
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In 2008, the Eurasian Cuckoo was relatively common in the area. The species, 
apparently, enjoys a large territory so that the same individual bird could have been 
observed in many line transects.  Like the Eurasian Cuckoo, the Black Woodpecker 
enjoys a large territory which includes many forest areas.  It differs from other 
woodpeckers in being less sensitive to human activity.  It is essential that there are 
suitable feeding areas in the vicinity where carpenter ants are present. Judging by the 
line transect census material, the amount of Black Woodpeckers even increased at the 
end of the last century (Väisänen i.a. 1998). 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Figure 29. The Black Woodpecker also thrives in commercial forests. 

 
Populations of Whinchats have varied dramatically in southern Finland. Following the 
increase at the beginning of this century, the population declined once again during 
2005 & 2006. (Tiainen i.a. 2007). During recent decades, the Common Chiffchaff 
population has also experienced decline (Väisänen i.a. 1998). The species favours dry-
peat spruce forests, and these areas have decreased over the years due to commercial 
forestry and building.  The most southern breed also usually nest in predominantly 
deciduous forests, so one can if a part of the 2008 Common Chiffchaffs sighted are a 
part of this breed.       
 
The variations in the population of the Red-breasted Flycatcher are remarkable, just like 
those of the Red-backed Shrike.  A warm spring season could bring more Red-breasted 
Flycatchers to the country than a cooler spring (Väisänen i.a. 1998). Common Starling 
populations have declined in Finland during the 1980s – 90s (Väisänen i.a.1998, 
Väisänen 2006). The population experienced dramatic decline during that period, but 
during the last few years the numbers of Common Starlings have increased in southern 
Finland. (Tiainen i.a. 2007). 
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6.3  Conclusions 
 
The birdlife in Olkiluoto is both rather varied and abundant. A few clear tendencies can 
be distinquished in the changes within the species of birds.  Amongst the waterfowl and 
gulls, the species favouring flourishing watercourses have increased. Especially in sea 
areas the Great Cormorant has increased. The development of this population in Finnish 
sea areas continues at a rapid pace (Asanti i.a. 2007). In the wake of the Great 
Cormorant, the Barnacle Geese will most probably increase in the region, as has 
happened in the Gulf of Finland (Hario & Rintala 2004, Yrjölä 2007). 
 
The species in the outer archipelago, such as the Common Eider and Velvet Scoter have 
declined compared to 1997. Probably the waders of the archipelago will decline further.  
 
Amongst the landbirds, the species that can tolerate human activity have increased, as 
those habitats provide them with a more suitable nesting environment. The Wheatear is 
an example of a species that, like the Pied Wagtail, has clearly benefited from human 
activity e.g. building sites and roadworks in the western area of the Olkiluoto island.  
The Wheatear has increased elsewhere as a result of roadworks and waste earth 
dumping tips (e.g. Yrjölä 2007). 
 
Among the landbirds, mostly the species in spruce forests and Black grouse from the 
game bird species have become rarer.   Probably the reason for these changes is the 
alteration of the forest terrain in Olkiluoto. As far as the Black Grouse is concerned, the 
reasons for this could be, for example, greater disturbances in the environment or an 
increase in preying.    
 
In Sweden it has been noticed that the total population density of birds is larger in open 
tracts of land than in integrated areas of forest (Berg 1997).  Apparently, many species 
in these open tracts feed from the surrounding fields.  Species that favour open tracts of 
land are the Chaffinch, Common Whitethroat and Blue Tit.  Integrated areas of forest 
are favoured by the Robin, Hedge Accentor and Eurasian Siskin.  This phenomenon 
may partly explain the changes also in Olkiluoto, where the earlier areas of integrated 
forest have been splintered into tracts due to the construction work.   
 
The areas most rich in birdlife in 2008 were the nature conservation reserves on the 
southern coast, together with the western and northern shores and the rocky islets facing 
them.  In the middle of the island and the surroundings of the power stations, the 
environment and also the birdlife have undergone dramatic change.    The flourishing 
bays and coves in the eastern part of the island are favourable areas for the Mallard, 
Great Crested Grebe and Common Coot.   
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7.  REVIEW OF SPECIES BIOLOGY 
 
The following, presents a brief description of the nesting species of birds at Olkiluoto. 
The sizes of population are calculated in pairs of birds during the breeding season. In 
addition to the basic information, the amount of nutrition has been included whenever 
details were easily available. The information is based mainly on various publications of 
Birds in Europe: Population estimates, trends and conservation status (Birdlife 2004), 
Birds of Western Palearctic (Bird guides 2003-2006), Asanti, i.a. (2003): Kosteikkojen 
linnuston suojeluarvo and Väisänen, among others (1998).  
 

7.1  Wildfowl 
 
Podiceps cristatus Great Crested Grebe  
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  25000-35000 European nesting population:   
300000-450000 Weight (g) 930   
 
Quite common and nests along coastal bays and lakes. Makes nest on floating rafts. 
Strong wave motion can destroy the nest. Population most abundant in southern 
Finland. Migratory bird, small numbers may overwinter.  
 
Feeds mainly on fish and aquatic crustaceans which it retrieves by diving.  Daily 
nutritional need around 150-250 g. 
 
P. auritus Slavonian Grebe  
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  2000-4000 European nesting population:   
6300-11000 Weight (g) 560   
 
Nests amongst acquatic vegetation on coastal bays and lakes, often in regions that are 
fairly overgrown. Clearly rarer than the Great Crested Grebe and a species that can be 
found in the southernmost reaches of the country.  
 
Feeds mainly on anthropods (particularly acquatic insects and their larvae). Also feeds 
on small fish. 
 
Phalacrocorax carbo Great Cormorant  
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  800-1200 European nesting population:   
310000-370000 Weight (g) 3130   
 
Nests in the rocky islets of the archipelago on the ground or in trees. Population has 
increased dramatically during the last few decades in all coastal regions in Finland.  
Migratory bird, small numbers overwinter in Finland.  
 
Feeds mainly on fish, mostly roach, perch and eelpout. Daily nutritional need around 
425-700 g. 
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Ardea cinerea Grey Heron   
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  200-400 European nesting population:   
210000-290000 Weight (g) 1060   
 
Population has increased over the last few decades. Nests in trees where it builds a large 
nest from twigs and branches. Often in seclusion during nesting time. Makes nest both 
on the mainland and on islands. Main part of population in southernmost region of  
Finland and Åland. Small numbers overwinter.   
 
Feeds mainly on fish, frogs, reptiles and small mammals. Also eats crustaceans, 
mollusks and birds. Daily nutritional need around 300-500 g. 
 
Cygnus olor Mute Swan  
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  6000-8000 European nesting population:   
86000-120000 Weight (g) 12000   
 
Nowadays nests abundantly from the Gulf of Finland to the Gulf of Bothnia and 
extending to the outer archipelago. Also found on some of the inland lakes. Makes large 
nest often built of reeds and seaweed in the archipelago. Migratory bird but greater 
numbers than earlier overwinter.  
 
Feeds mainly on acquatic plants and various types of seeds which it retrieves from 
shallow waters. Daily nutrition need for feathered bird around 3-4 kg at other times 
presumably slightly less. 
 
A. anser Greylag Goose  
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  2500-3500 European nesting population:   
120000-190000 Weight (g) 3500   
 
Largest populations found in southwestern coastal regions but some pairs have been 
found in the far north of the Gulf of Bothnia. More abundant population during the last 
few years. Usually nests on the ground on rocky islets in the inner and outer reaches of 
the archipelago. Migratory bird.  
 
Feeds on various parts of plants which it finds on meadows or retrieves from shallow 
waters. Daily nutrition need around 800 g. 
 
B. leucopsis Barnacle Goose   
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  300-500 European nesting population:   
41000-54000 Weight (g) 1800   
 
Initial nesting in Finland detected in the 1980s. Population has dramatically increased 
since then and is already more than 500 pairs.  Nests on the ground on open rocky islets. 
Migratory bird.  
 
Feeds mainly on grass, shoots and various seeds. Feeds on meadows and meadows 
along the coastline.  
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Tadorna tadorna Shelduck   
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  200-400 European nesting population:   
42000-65000 Weight (g) 1200   
 
Population in Finland is concentrated on the western coastal regions. Rarer in the Gulf 
of Finland. Nests in sheltered location under buildings or rocks. Migratory bird.   
 
Feeds mainly on invertebrates, such as snails, insects and crustaceans which it picks 
from shallow waters and muddy flats. 
 
Anas penelope Wigeon   
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  70000   Amount of nesting population in 
Europe:   300000-360000 Weight (g) 700   
 
Fairly common throughout the country from the archipelago to the fells of Lapland. 
Nests along the banks of a wide variety of terrains, usually found near the shore and on 
land under the shelter of vegetation. Migratory bird, a few individual pairs overwinter.  
 
Feeds mainly on vegetation, such as seaweed, acquatic plant shoots and e.g. grass 
shoots which it finds on meadowland. Also eats seeds and occasionally small acquatic 
animals.  
 
A. crecca Eurasian Teal   
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  150000-250000 European nesting 
population:   0.92-1.2 million. Weight (g) 300   
 
Common on inland watercourses and to some extent found along the coastal bays.  
Rarely found in the archipelago. Migratory bird.  
 
Feeds on a wide range of food, plant seeds is the most important source of nutrition in 
autumn but in summer also eats small organisms. Daily nutritional need around 20-30 g. 
 
A.platyrhynchos Mallard 
Amount of nesting birds in Finland: 150000-250000 Amount of nesting birds in Europe:   
3.3-5.1 million Weight (g) 1100   
 
Common in coastal regions and inland waters. Like the Eurasian Teal one of the most 
abundant species of duck in Finland Nests on the ground, in flower boxes, on rooves or 
even in holes in trees and can even be found far from watercourses. Part of the 
population migrate, but nowadays a large proportion of mallards in towns remain over 
the winter.    
 
Feed on a wide range of food. In autumn mainly feed on different types of seeds 
(i.a.sedge), but in other seasons feed on small animals, and aquatic plants.  
 
A. clypeata Shoveler   
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  10000-12000 Amount of nesting population 
in Europe:   170000-210000 Weight (g)  603   
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Rarely found species amongst the waterfowl. Found in the archipelago but generally 
only in individual pairs. Migratory bird.  
 
Feeds on a variety of food but particularly on small crustaceans, mollusks, aquatic 
insects, seeds and certain parts of plants. 
 
A. fuligula Tufted Duck  
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  80000-120000 Amount of nesting population 
in Europe:   730000-880000 Weight (g)  720   
 
Abundant amongst the water fowl but also found in the rocky islets of the archipelago. 
Often gather in small nesting groups under the protection of gull colonies. Nests on the 
ground under the cover of vegetation. Migratory bird, small numbers overwinter in 
southwestern coastal waters.  
 
Feeds on a wide range of food. Dives in shallow waters for mollusks, crustaceans, 
aquatic insects and also eats seeds and certain parts of plants. Large variations in choice 
of habitat. 
 
A. marila Scaup  
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 900   Amount of nesting population in 
Europe:   180000-190000 Weight (g) 880   
 
Distribution in Finland is twofold: In the fells of Lapland and along coastal regions. 
Very sparse in coastal areas, most abundant population in the Gulf of Bothnia. 
Migratory bird.  
 
Feeds on a wide variety of food, mainly however eats various species of mollusks, 
retrieved from the seabed by diving.   
 
Somateria mollissima Common Eider  
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  140000-160000 Amount of nesting 
population in Europe:   0.84-1.2 million. Weight (g) 2000   
 
Most abundant in the intermediate and outer reaches of the archipelago. After the 
mating season the males migrate to the moulting grounds. Nests on the ground, the 
female lines the nest with feathers. Often builds nest under stands of juniper but can also 
select quite open territory. Fledglings hatch by mid May. Migratory bird.  
 
Feeds mainly on mollusks on the seabed, crustaceans and annelids. Especially feeds on 
common mussels which it retrieves from the seabed, generally at depths under 10 
metres. 
 
M. fusca Velvet Scoter  
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  14000-16000 Amount of nesting population 
in Europe:   85000-100000 Weight (g) 1500   
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More scarsely found nesting species than the Common Eider in the archipelago, part of 
the population also nest inland, particularly in Lapland. Migratory bird.  
 
Feeds mainly on mollusks found at depths of 2-5 metres. 
 
Bucephala clangula Goldeneye  
Amount of nesting population in Finland  200000-250000 Amount of nesting 
population in Europe:   490000-590000 Weight (g) 750   
 
Common to all types of watercourses. Nests in holes in trees or bird-houses.  Part of the 
population overwinters in the western archipelago and Åland.  
 
Feeds mainly on small mollusks, crustaceans, aquatic insects and their larvae, and 
during the autumn also  certain parts of acquatic plants.  
 
M. serrator Red-breasted Merganser   
Amount of nesting population in Finland  30000-40000 Amount of nesting population 
in Europe:   73000-120000 Weight (g) 950   
 
Common in both coastal areas and inland watercourses. Nests under buildings or rocks 
on the shore and breeds slightly later than the Goosander.   Migratory bird  
 
Preys on various small fish (usually less than 10cm.) in shallow water along the 
shoreline. 
 
M. merganser Goosander  
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  20000-30000 Amount of nesting population 
in Europe:   47000-74000 Weight (g) 1400   
 
Common nesting species to lakes and the archipelago. Nests in holes in trees, bird-
houses, in buildings or under buildings. Large proportion of the population overwinters 
in ice-free coastal regions.  
 
Feeds on fish and can catch specimens up to 30cm. in length. Mainly hunts in fairly 
shallow waters and often in flocks. Daily nutritional need of examples kept in captivity 
have been 17-38% of the bird’s weight.  
 

7.2  Eagles and hawks 
 
Haliaeetus albicilla White-tailed Eagle   
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  230-270 Amount of nesting population in 
Europe:   5000-6600 Weight (g) 4500   
 
Sparse nesting population found in the archipelago and in certain locations inland, 
particularly in Lapland. Nest is large and made of branches, usually located in trees but 
occasionally also found on the ground on rocky islets. Part of the population 
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overwinters in the southwestern archipelago. Sensitive to disturbance when breeding. 
Amount of nesting population has increased during recent decades.  
 
Feeds on fish, waterfowl, reptiles and carrion. Hunts for itself but will also steal carrion 
from others. Daily nutritional need around 500-600 g. 
 
Buteo buteo Common Buzzard  
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  5000-7000 Amount of nesting population in 
Europe:   0.7-1.2 million Weight (g) 850   
 
Has almost spread throughout the whole country as far north as the forested tracts of 
Lapland but found mainly in the southern parts of the country.  Nests located in trees 
and built of branches. Migratory bird but during recent years more and more examples 
have overwintered in southwestern Finland.   
 
Feeds mainly on small mammals but also on birds, reptiles, frogs and large insects.  
Daily nutritional need of young specimens kept in captivity has been around 90-140 g. 
 

7.3  Game birds 
 
Bonasa bonasia Hazel Grouse   
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  300000-500000 Amount of nesting 
population in Europe:   2.5-3.1 million. Weight (g) 350   
 
Found in damp spruce woodlands and found as far north as central Lapland. Nests on 
the ground. Population has declined in southwestern regions of the country, most 
populous in the regions of Savo and Kainuu. Resident bird.  
 
Mainly vegetarian diet, feeding on buds, seeds, branch tips and berries. Daily nutritional 
need around 27-58 g. depending on the season. 
 
Tetrao tetrix Black Grouse   
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  350000-550000 Amount of nesting 
population in Europe:   2.5-3.2 million Weight (g) 1100   
 
Nests in a wide variety of habitats.  Nests on the ground. Population in western parts of 
the country has declined, most abundant in Eastern Finland.  
 
Mainly vegetarian diet but some animal nutrition perhaps consumed whilst foraging for 
plants. Feeds on a variety of buds, shoots and seeds. Early fledglings feed on insects. In 
the winter months eats mainly in trees or bushes.  
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7.4  Coots and crane 
 
Fulica atra Common Coot   
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  8000-15000 Amount of nesting population in 
Europe:   1.3-2.3 million Weight (g) 520   
 
Most abundant species of aquatic birds that has spread and flourished over the last few 
decades along the shores of flourishing watercourses.  Nests on floating rafts and 
sensitive to wave motion.  Migratory bird that over the last few years has seen greater 
numbers overwintering in the southwestern archipelago and in Åland.    
 
Feeds on a wide range of food but mainly vegetarian in diet. i.a. aquatic plant buds, 
shoots and seaweed.  Feeds also on aquatic mollusks and insects. Also feeds on small 
fish to a certain extent. 
 
Grus grus Common Crane  
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  15000-20000 Amount of nesting population 
in Europe:   74000-110000 Weight (g) 5000   
 
The Common Crane has become more abundant during the last few decades in Finland. 
Makes its nest on the ground, often in bogland but also on sites that are slightly marshy 
if there is no disturbance.  When fledglings have hatched they are carried to suitable 
territories for feeding. Adults feed from open fields and along the shoreline. Migratory 
bird.  
 
Mainly feeds on vegetation but particularly during the summer season the degree of 
animal nutrition increases. Feeds on various seeds, shoots, potato, and grain. Animal 
nutrition consists of insects, worms, snails, frogs, lizards, snakes, small mammals and 
occasionally fish and birds. 
 

7.5  Waders 
 
Haematopus ostralegus Oystercatcher  
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  4000-5000 Amount of nesting population in 
Europe:   300000-450000 Weight (g) 480   
 
Commonly nests in the archipelago, mostly found in the rocky islets of the intermediate 
and outer archipelago. Some pairs found nesting inland. Nest is made in open 
depressions in sand, pebbles or seaweed.  Migratory bird.   
 
Feeds mainly on mussels such as Baltic mussel and the common mussel which it preys 
on by wading along the shoreline. Also feeds on worms and various insects. One 
research indicated that Oyster Catchers consumed, on average, 181 mussels a day 
(equivalent to 296 g.) From other researches the daily energy need during the summer 
season has been estimated to be 120-185 kcal.   
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Charadrius dubius Little Ringed Plover   
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  4000-5000 Amount of nesting population in 
Europe:   110000-240000 Weight (g) 40   
 
Nests in a wide variety of habitats, often in areas that have been influenced by human 
activity: gravel pits, earth fill sites and alongside railway lines. Nests in the open on the 
ground. Migratory bird.  
 
Feeds mainly on insects, also spiders and other invertebrate. 
 
C. hiaticula Ringed Plover  
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  8000-11000 Amount of nesting population in 
Europe:   120000-220000 Weight (g) 58   
 
Sparse species in the outer archipelago and the fells of Lapland. Population in the 
archipelago has declined. Often nests in open gravely soil or sandy ground. Migratory 
bird.  
 
At the breeding site feeds mainly on small invertebrate found along the shore or on the 
ground and during the winter also feeds on aquatic invertebrate.  Outside the breeding 
season the estimated energy need has been calculated to be around 40 kcal. 
 
Gallinago gallinago Snipe  
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  80000-120000 Amount of nesting population 
in Europe:   0.93-1.9 million Weight (g) 95   
 
Rather common in bogs, wet meadows, shoreline meadows and on fields. Often nests 
for example on marsh tussocks. Migratory bird.  
Feeds on various invertebrate which it picks out of shallow water or muddy flats along 
the shore. i.a. gnats, flies and grub larvae, and oligochaetes. 
 
Scolopax rusticola Woodcock   
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  100000-150000 Amount of nesting 
population in Europe:   1.8-6.6 million  Weight (g) 300    
 
Species typical in both in deciduous and mixed growth forests and abundant in southern 
Finland. Nests on the ground and gathers food from rather dry habitats. 
 
Feeds mainly on small organisms such as worms and insect larvae which it picks with 
its long beak. Specimens kept in captivity eat around 300 g. a day. 
 
T. totanus Common Redshank   
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  6000-8000 Amount of nesting population in 
Europe:   280000-610000 Weight (g) 107   
 
Rather common in the islands and bays along the coast. Rarely encountered inland and 
in Lapland. Population in the archipelago has declined but has apparently remained 
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stable in other regions.  Nests on the ground, often on grassy tussocks in sheltered 
locations. Migratory bird.   
 
Wide range of diet, feeding typically on small mollusks, crustaceans and polychaetes. 
On land feeds on worms and crane fly larvae. Wades in the shallows and walks the 
shoreline meadows in search of food.  Daily nutrition need according to one research, 
98 kcal. 
 
T. ochropus Green Sandpiper  
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  70000-100000 Amount of nesting population 
in Europe:   330000-800000 Weight (g)  80   
 
Fairly common in many different types of forests in southern Finland. Not particularly 
abundant in any region. Usually nests in dry woodlands often in the old nests of other 
birds such as the thrush. Migratory bird.  
 
In breeding season the parent feeds on the shore and at forest pools. When the fledglings 
have hatched the adults take them to feeding grounds. Feeds on a range of invertibrate, 
particularly beetles and dipterous insects and their larvae. 
 
Actitis hypoleucos Common Sandpiper   
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  150000-250000 Amount of nesting 
population in Europe:   0.72-1.6 million Weight (g) 48   
 
Common to inland watercourses and on the shores of the inner archipelago. Found on a 
great variety of shores. Nests on the ground. Migratory bird.  
 
Mainly feeds on insects which it picks from the ground or from vegetation. Especially 
beetles, dipterous insects and bugs. 
 
Arenaria interpres Turnstone  
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  4000-5000 Amount of nesting population in 
Europe:   34000-81000. Weight (g) 104   
 
Fairly common particularly in the outer archipelago but some examples also nest in the 
intermediate archipelago on open rocky islets. Inland some breeding grounds have been 
located on the bigger lakes.  Nests on open ground. Migratory bird.  
 
When breeding feeds mainly on insects but spiders and certain parts of plants can form 
an important part of nutrition in spring before the appearance of insects. Outside the 
breeding season feeds mainly on insects, mollusks and crustaceans which it searches for 
by turning over stones and pebbles. Also feeds on carrion and on the eggs of other birds 
common to the islands. 
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7.6  Gulls and Terns 
 
L. ridibundus Black-headed Gull  
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  50000-100000 Amount of nesting population 
in Europe:   1.5-2.2 million. Weight (g) 265   
 
Nests in waters favourable to acquatic birds and the rocky islets of the archipelago 
Often clearly nests in colonies, individual single pairs more uncommon.  Nests on the 
ground, often for instance, in a shallow bowl-like nest fashioned from reed. Migratory 
bird.  
 
During breeding season feeds mainly on insects and earthworms. Small organisms. Also 
feeds on vegetation and waste matter and fish found on the beaches, mussels etc. During 
the breeding season, unearthed worms retrieved from the fields can form up to 50% of 
daily nutrition.  
 
L. canus Mew Gull  
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  60000-80000 Amount of nesting population 
in Europe:   0.59-1.5 million Weight (g) 415   
 
Nests in colonies but also commonly found in individual pairs along the shores of lakes 
and sea. In the inner archipelago, nesting site is often a single rock in the water, in the 
outer archipelago, the gulls gather on suitable rocky islets. May also nest in trees 
(usually pine), and on the rooves of buildings.  Part of population migrates, small part 
overwinters.  
 
Feeds mainly on acquatic and earthbound invertebrate and fish.  Hunts with great 
activity but also steals prey from others and exploits carrion.  Also feeds on worms and 
insects from fields. 
 
L. fuscus Lesser Black-backed Gull   
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  5000-7000 Amount of nesting population in 
Europe:   300000-350000 Weight (g) 715   
 
Nests in southern Finland along the coast and on the lakes inland. Population in the Gulf 
of Finland has most clearly declined but in other regions the decline has been less 
severe. Often nests in small colonies on rocky islets, inland the breeding sites can be 
fairly wooded small islands. Also individual pairs can be found on the shores of lakes 
and sea. Migratory bird.  
 
Feeds on a wide range of food. Food consists of small invertibrate and mammals and 
also exploits waste matter. May also steal prey from other gulls, terns and ducks.   
 
L. argentatus Herring Gull   
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  30000-40000 Amount of nesting population 
in Europe:   0.76-1.4 million Weight (g) 1050   
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Abundant gull species, found particularly on the coast and to some extent on the lakes 
of southern Finland. Part of population also nests on marshland. In the bigger colonies 
the population can be made up of hundreds of pairs. Usually overwinters and depends 
on food scavenged from waste disposal sites and from human activity. During hard 
winter conditions the majority however migrate to the south of the Baltic.  
 
Feeds on a wide range of food. Hunts for food itself, steals from others and exploits 
waste. Most important source of nutrition in many areas is fish and fish waste. Daily 
nutrition need is at least 100-200 g, research has shown that Herring Gulls consume 
200-500 g per day depending a little on the source of diet. 
 
L. marinus Great Black-backed Gull  
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  3000-4000 Amount of nesting population in 
Europe:   110000-180000 Weight (g) 1565   
 
Rather evenly distributed in coastal areas, usually nests in individual pairs but small 
colonies of birds have been detected. Part of the population remains along the coast the 
year round, part migrate a little farther south of the Baltic.  
 
Feeds on a wide range of food. Feeds on fish and fish waste but also hunts for both adult 
and fledglings of smaller species of gulls and acquatic birds. 
 
Sterna caspia Caspian Tern   
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  800-900 Amount of nesting population in 
Europe:   4700-9300 Weight (g) 600   
Seldom seem species found only here and there. Nests both collectively and in 
individual pairs. Shy and sensitive to disturbance in the vicinity of their breeding sites. 
Finnish population has declined. Migratory bird.  
 
Feeds mainly on fish and occasionally on invertebrate. In Åland the fish diet consists 
mainly of roach and perch.  Feeds also on trout and young salmon. 
 
S. hirundo Common Tern  
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  50000-70000 Amount of nesting population 
in Europe:   270000-570000. Weight (g) 120   
Common in both coastal areas and inland. On the coast less common than the Arctic 
Tern. Nests both in colonies and in individual pairs. Migratory bird.  
 
Feeds mainly on small fish but also hunts for invertibrate. Source of nutrition depends 
on location of the colony and type of food can vary between different colonies.  In 
Finland the species feeds on three-spined stickleback, small Baltic herring and sand eel. 
According to one research fledglings are fed around 18 g. per day. 
 
S. paradisaea Arctic Tern  
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  60000-90000 Amount of nesting population 
in Europe:   500000-900000 Weight (g) 105   
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More common than the Common Tern in the outer archipelago but does not appear on 
the inland waters of southern Finland. Usually nests in colonies where individual nests 
can be right next to each other. Migratory bird.  
 
Nutrition very similar to the Common Tern. Mainly fish, small crustaceans and insects. 
Nutritional requirement for a fledgling around 27 g. a day, more than 10 days old, 36 g. 
a day. 
 

7.7  Pigeons, Eurasian Cuckoo, Common Swift 
 
C. palumbus Wood Pigeon  
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  150000-200000 Amount of nesting 
population in Europe:   9-17 million Weight (g) 500   
 
Common in various mixed growth forests and areas of spruce. Nest is a rather flimsy 
arrangement of twigs and is often made in a spruce tree. During the last few years the 
population has increased, particularly in the vicinity of human habitat. Migratory bird.  
 
Mainly vegetarian in diet: leaves, buds, seeds, flowers and shoots. Towards the end of 
the summer season, grain seeds form an important part of diet.  Daily nutritional need 
50-88 g.  Fledglings are also fed with insects. 
 
Cuculus canorus Eurasian Cuckoo  
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  50000-80000 Amount of nesting population 
in Europe:   4.2-8.6 million Weight (g) 107   
 
Fairly common throughout the country. Generally requires a slightly larger region of 
forest. Invades the nests of other bird species, host species varies according to region. In 
Finland the most common host species are Redstart and Meadow Pipit.  Migratory bird.  
 
Nutrition of adults consists mainly of insects, particularly butterfly and beetle larvae. 
Host species feed Eurasian Cuckoo fledglings with various species of insects. 
 
Strix aluco Tawny Owl  
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  1500-2500 Amount of nesting population in 
Europe:   0.48-1 million Weight (g) 520   
 
Main population found in the vicinity of the preserved cultural habitat found in southern 
Finland.  Nests in holes in trees and bird houses in the vicinity of farm and manor 
houses, in cities also parkland but can also be found in quieter forested regions. 
Resident bird.  
 
Feeds mainly on small mammals, but also on birds, frogs, shrews, worms and beetles. 
Daily nutritional requirement 44-75 g., larger requirement calculated for winter months. 
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Apus apus Common Swift  
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  30000-60000 Amount of nesting population 
in Europe:   6.9-17 million Weight (g) 42   
 
Common in towns and cities, villages and the countryside. Nests in crevices in 
buildings, but also in naturally formed tree holes in forests (e.g. dead standing trees in 
felled areas).  Migratory bird.  
 
Feeds solely in flight on insects and small spiders that are carried in the air.  Amount of 
food consumed varies according to the prevailing weather. During unfavourable 
weather fledglings may lie dormant. 
 

7.8  Woodpeckers 
 
Jynx torquilla Eurasian Wryneck  
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  5000-15000 Amount of nesting population in 
Europe:   0.58-1.3 million Weight (g) 37   
 
Eurasian Wryneck population has declined in many areas of southern Finland.   Nests in 
abandoned holes left by other birds or in bird-houses. Favours stands of aspen on the 
borders of fields and the yards of residences predominantly wooded with deciduous 
trees. Migratory bird.  
 
Feeds mainly on ants and ant eggs but also feds on other insects.   
 
Dryocopus martius Black Woodpecker   
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  10000-20000 Amount of nesting population 
in Europe:   0.74-1.4 million Weight (g) 330   
 
Black Woodpecker population has increased in southern Finland.  Species may flourish 
in commercial forests but favours rather extensive tracts of undivided forests.  May also 
fashion a nesting hole in a healthy tree.  Resident bird. 
 
Main source of nutrition consists of ants and beetles recovered from rotting trees. 
Fledglings are fed 60-70 g. daily. 
 
Dendrocopos major Great Spotted Woodpecker   
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  100000-350000 Amount of nesting 
population in Europe:   12-18 million Weight (g) 88   
 
Most abundant and nests in many different types of woods where rotting trees can be 
found to make a nest.  Variations in population are rather great. Roaming bird.  
 
Feeds mainly on insects but also on seeds. During the summer months may steal from 
the nests of other birds. In winter can consume more than 1000 pine seeds per day (7-9 
g.). 
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D. minor Lesser Spotted Woodpecker  
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  4000-7000 Amount of nesting population in 
Europe:   450000-1100000 Weight (g) 24   
 
Sparse population found in forests bordering the shoreline and aspen stands along the 
borders of fields.   Population declined in many places. Usually makes its nest in a hole 
in the stand of a rotting deciduous trees.  Resident bird.  
 
Mainly feeds on insects and in summer seeks insects on the branches of trees and from 
foliage. Diet consists of beetles, bees, ants, wasps etc. 
 

7.9  Passerines 
 
Hirundo rustica Swallow  
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  130000-180000 Amount of nesting 
population in Europe:   16-36 million. Weight (g) 19   
 
Swallow population has declined in Finland probably due to the habitat changes that 
have occurred in the vicinity of meadowlands. In Finland the species only nests in 
buildings in areas of human habitat. Migratory bird.  
 
Feeds on insects in flight, mostly dipterous insects which they capture in the air. 
 
Delichon urbica House Martin   
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  80000-120000 Amount of nesting population 
in Europe: 990000-24 million.    
 
Like the Swallow, House Martins mostly only nest in buildings in areas of human 
habitat, on the other hand in Finnish Lapland, House Martins are known to nest in rocky 
crevices.  Migratory bird  
 
Feeds almost solely on insects in flight. According to a research conducted in Scotland, 
adult birds gather 135kcal. per day of which they utilize 95kcal.   The brood (4) receives 
225.5 kcal. per day of which they utilize 157.5 kcal.  
 
A. trivialis Tree Pipit   
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 1.3-1.7 million. Amount of nesting population 
in Europe: 27-42 million. Weight (g) 23   
 
Common species in moor woodland and felled forest areas that has declined in recent 
years in Fnland. Nests more or less throughout the country in open fells, and including 
the archipelago. Nests on the ground. Migratory bird.  
 
Mainly feeds on insects which it finds on the ground. 
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M. alba Pied Wagtail  
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 600000-900000 Amount of nesting 
population in Europe:   13-26 million Weight (g) 20   
Common throughout the whole country in areas of human habitation on the coast, in the 
archipelago and along the banks of watercourses. Often makes nest in wood stacks, at 
the root of trees and in buildings. Migratory bird.  
 
Feeds on small invertibrate which it it picks off vegetation or from the ground and hunts 
in flight. 
 
Troglodytes troglodytes Wren   
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  60000-170000 Amount of nesting population 
in Europe: 23-40 million. Weight (g) 10   
 
The Wren is a fairly uncommon resident in southern Finland.  At best, a few pairs can 
be found in forest areas, generally individual pairs, here and there. Nests in the roots of 
fallen trees, stumps and piles of branches etc.  Migratory bird, nowadays some 
overwinter.  
 
Feeds mainly on insects, particularly beetles. Also feeds on gnats and spiders.  
 
Prunella modularis Hedge Accentor  
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 300000-500000 Amount of nesting 
population in Europe: 1.2-2.6 million. Weight (g) 19   
 
Rather common species in spruce forests and which can be found as far north as 
Lapland. Usually nests in the lower branches of spruce, in bushes and similar sites. 
Migratory bird.  
 
Feeds mainly on insects which it gathers from the ground. Consumes a large amount of 
beetles. Also consumes seeds in areas where it overwinters. 
 
Erithacus rubecula Robin  
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 1.2-3.3 million. Amount of nesting population 
in Europe: 43-83 million. Weight (g) 16 
 
Common in deciduous, spruce and mixed growth forests and woods and is not found in 
forest types that are dry. Nests on the ground often in secluded sites. Migratory bird.  
 
Feeds on insects which it gathers from the ground, in particular beetles. Feeds on berries 
and seeds in winter.  
 
In Southern England its territory is around 0.55-1.44 hectares and in Belgium 1.2-2.3 
hectares. In Southern Finland its territory is presumably around the same size or a little 
larger. 
 
 

 



48 
 

  

Luscinia luscinia Thrush Nightingale   
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 15000-20000 Amount of nesting population 
in Europe: 3.7-6.9 million. Weight (g) 27  
 
Common in flourishing deciduous forests and hedgeland but population has slightly 
declined in Finland. Combined distribution remains below the latitude of Oulu-Joensuu. 
Nests on the ground. Migratory bird. 
 
Feeds on arthropods and fruit. Leaps on the ground and picks up insects such as ants, 
beetles and dipterous insects. In addition feeds on spiders. 
 
P. phoenicurus Redstart   
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 700000-900000 Amount of nesting 
population in Europe: 6.8-16 million. Weight (g) 15   
 
Rather sparse population in open woodlands and gardens and has declined during recent 
decades in Finland, most probably due to the structural changes that have occured in 
forests. Nests in naturally formed holes in trees (e.g. abandoned by woodpeckers) or in 
bird-houses. Migratory bird.  
 
Feeds mainly on insects, particularly both adult butterflies and beetles and their larvae. 
Also feeds on spiders. 
 
O. oenanthe  Northern Wheatear   
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 150000-200000 Amount of nesting 
population in Europe: 4.6-13 million. Weight (g) 23   
 
The Wheatear has become rarer particularly in vicinity of farms probably due to the 
disappearance of both stone walls and fences and the heaps of stones and rocks earlier 
found in agricultural habitats. Favours a few places where human activity is present 
such as industrial areas, train yards, cuttings made for roads etc. In addition the 
population is strong in the outer archipelago and in the fells. Nest is usually made in 
crevices in buildings and rocks. Migratory bird.  
 
Feeds mainly on insects (i.a. beetles), but also eats spiders, small mollusks and to a 
certain extent berries.  
 
T. merula Blackbird  
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 300000-450000 Amount of nesting 
population in Europe: 40-82 million. Weight (g) 101   
 
The Blackbird population in Finland has increased during the last century and can be 
found in yards, gardens, parks and in verdant and new growth forests and woods. It is 
only not found in more barren forest environments, nor in the archipelago and Lapland. 
Nest is usually made in lumber stacks, at the fork of a tree branch, under the eaves of an 
outbuilding or similar sites. Part of the population overwinters near human habitats.  
 
Feeds mainly on insects (i.a. beetles and butterfly larvae), worms and also fruit. 
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In the suburbs of Northern Europe its territory covers around 0.33-0.5 hectares and in 
forests around 1 hectare. On the basis of the current line transects for Olkiluoto the 
territory for Blackbirds would be around 6-12 hectares which is most likely an 
overestimate. 
 
T. pilaris Fieldfare  
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 1.2 million.  Amount of nesting population in 
Europe: 14-24 million. Weight (g) 105   
    
Common both in areas of human habitat and the edges of fields, lakesides as well as the 
birch forests of the fells. Makes nest at the fork of tree branches, often quite high in the 
tree and gathers in loosely-formed groups.   Small part of population overwinters, 
ventures out in autumn and winter according to the abundance of berries.  
 
Feeds on a variety of invertebrate and both berries and fruit. Rowanberry is an 
especially important source of nutrition in winter.  
 
T. philomelos  Song Thrush  
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 600000-900000 Amount of nesting 
population in Europe: 20-36 million. Weight (g) 69   
 
Song Thrush is a rather common species populating areas of spruce forests and can be 
found throughout the whole country. In the north the species can also be found in the 
birch forests of the fells. Material for the nest is salvaged from rotting trees and the nest 
is shaped like a cup and built in a tree. Migratory bird.  
 
Feeds mainly on invertebrate and berries and fruit. Forages in the undergrowth for food 
i.a. earthworms. 
 

T. iliacus Redwing 
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 1.5-2.5 million. Amount of nesting population 
in Europe:   16-21 million. Weight (g) 60   
 
Fairly common in Finland but population has declined during the last few decades. Can 
be found in almost all types of forests including heaths and dry moorland. Particularly 
favours areas of deciduous parkland. Nest is usually made low on the forks of small 
spruce and birch. Migratory bird.  
 
Like other birds of similar species, the Redwing feeds on various invertebrate and in 
winter eats berries and fruit. Searches for food by jumping the ground in search of 
worms and beetles.  
 
In southern Finland its territory is on average 0.5 and not more than 1 hectare. May 
form loose colonies of up to 8 nests over an area of 0.75 hectares. 
 
Acrocephalus schoenobaenus Sedge Warbler  
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 200000-400000 European nesting population:   
4.4-7.4 million. Weight (g) 12   
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Population in southern Finland has declined somewhat. Species favour wide regions of 
reeds but can be found in damp meadows and bushy areas along the bays of the coast.  
Nest is usually made low in short reeds or amongst the growth of high reeds.   
Migratory bird.  
 
Feeds mainly on insects and searches in the shallows of reeded areas or bushes. Diet i.a. 
different species of dipterous insects.  
 
A. dumetorum Blyth's Reed Warbler   
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  5000-8000 European nesting population:   2-
5 million. Weight (g) 12   
 
Species found in southeastern Finland which has expanded its territory during the last 
few decades.  Can be found in gardens, in raspberry bushes on wasteland and meadows. 
Nests in low growth vegetation e.g. raspberry bushes. Migratory bird.   
 
Feeds mainly on insects but also eats worms and snails. Young fledglings fed with i.a. 
gnats, chironomids and crane flies. 
 
A. palustris Marsh Warbler  
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 4000-6000 European nesting population:   
3.2-6.8 million. Weight (g) 12   
 
Found in Finland in large numbers on various types of wasteland and bushy tracts 
bordering fields. Favours areas of vegetation such as willow, meadowsweet, and 
rosebay. Migratory bird.  
 
Feeds on insects and spiders also snails and in autumn berries. According to one 
German research, fledglings are each fed an average of 8.1 g per day.   
 
H. icterina Icterine Warbler  
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  10000-15000 European nesting population:   
3.5-7.1 million. Weight (g) 13   
 
Species whose habitat is gardens and birch woodland that receive plenty of light. 
Abundant in the most southern parts of Finland. In the best areas can be found several 
parent birds in song in a small sector but generally the species are found in individual 
pairs in gardens.  Migratory bird.  
 
Feeds mainly on insects which it picks from foliage and branches. Eats i.a. dipterous 
insects and small beetles.  
 
S. curruca Lesser Whitethroat   
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 200000-300000 European nesting population:   
4.8-7.8 million. Weight (g) 13   
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Quite common but not particularly abundant in any region. Can be found on dry 
meadows, felled forest areas and on the edges of rocky forested tracts. Nests usually low 
in bushes or on tree forks. Migratory bird.  
 
Feeds mainly on inverebrates and in autumn and winter on berries. Picks insects from 
foliage, branches and trunk.  
 
S. communis Common Whitethroat  
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 250000-400000 European nesting population:   
14-25 million. Weight (g) 16   
 
Usually found in bushes on fields and along bushy tracts along the shoreline and also in 
bushy areas of the archipelago. Also favours areas of seedlings following the clearing of 
forests. Nest is often made under low undergrowth on the ground or amongst the foliage 
of vegetation. Migratory bird.  
 
During the breeding season feeds on insects, particularly beetles, various types of larvae 
and grubs. Also eats spiders and in autumn berries. 
 
In Sweden its territory is around 1 hectare and based on the population density in 
Finland is estimated to be around 1.5-3 hectares.   
 
S. borin Garden Warbler  
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 0.8-1.2 million. Amount of nesting population 
in Finland:   17-31 million. Weight (g) 20   
 
Thrives in many different types of deciduous and mixed growth forests. Most often 
nests are built in a much higher standing crop than that favoured by the Whitethroat 
species.  Also favours the habitat of neglected gardens and parkland. Migratory bird.  
 
In the breeding season feeds on insects and at other times eats vegetation, mostly 
berries. According to Finnish research, the daily energy need of the brood when it has 
left the nest is around 60 kJ. 
 
Territory throughout Finland is around 0.5 hectares. In Sweden in three areas 0.18, 0.41, 
0.85 hectares, where the smallest figure is for the most verdant areas. 
 
S. atricapilla Blackcap   
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 30000-50000 European nesting population:   
25-49 million. Weight (g) 20   
 
Distribution of the population is concentrated mainly on the southernmost reaches of the 
country. On the coast of the Gulf of Bothnia the distribution of the species extends a 
little further north. Favours flourishing deciduous forests and gardens. Nest is usually 
built low in raspberry bushes, between the trunks of fallen trees or in similar sites. 
Migratory bird.  
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Like the Garden Warbler, the species feeds in the breeding season on insects and at 
other times eats vegetation, mostly berries.  
 
P. collybita Common Chiffchaff   
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 100000-150000 European nesting population:   
30-60 milion. Weight (g) 8   
 
The Common Chiffchaff population has declined during recent decades, although a 
slight recovery has been noticed. Favours spruce woodland and in the southern reaches 
of the country favours deciduous woodland. Migratory bird.  
 
Feeds solely on insects. Feeds from the tops of trees or branches but also feeds on the 
ground in thickets. In addition to dipterous insect and butterfly larvae, also feeds on 
spiders. 
 
P. trochilus Willow Warbler   
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  7-11 milion. Amount of nesting population in 
Finland:   56-100 million. Weight (g) 9   
 
Like the chaffinch, the Willow Warbler is most abundant in Finland and feels at home 
in a great variety of habitats.  The population, however, has declined during the last few 
decades. Nest is a covered cup-like form made of straw and built on the ground. 
Migratory bird.  
 
Feeds mainly on insects and spiders and in autumn feeds on berries. Of the insects, the 
most widely eaten are dipterous insects. 
 
Territory is around 0.2-0.5 hectares compared to northern Europe where the territory is 
around 0.09-1.5 hectares; the higher value representing more barren environments.  On 
the basis of the population density of the Olkiluoto sector, the average territory would 
be about 2.5 hectares, but in reality it would be less than this figure. 
 
Regulus regulus Goldcrest  
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 0.6-1.6 million. Amount of nesting population 
in Finland:   19-35 million. Weight (g) 6   
 
The Goldcrest is a species favouring areas of spruce woodland. Part of population 
overwinters and in particularly severe winters the species can perish almost completely. 
Nest is made on the lower branches of spruce. Partly migrates.  
 
Feeds on insects and spiders that it picks from the branches of spruce. Daily nutrition 
need of specimens kept in captivity is around 4.5-10.5 g throughout the year.         
 
Territory in central Europe about 0.5-2.7 hectares. On the basis of the line transects for 
the population density of the Olkiluoto sector the average territory would be about 5 
hectares, but in reality it would be less than this figure. 
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Muscicapa striata Spotted Flycatcher   
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 1.3-1.7 million. Amount of nesting population 
in Finland:   14-22 million. Weight (g) 16   
 
The Spotted Flycatcher goes almost unnoticed but is common in mixed growth forests, 
at the edges of forests and in gardens and parks. Nest can be found on felled tree trunks, 
under the eaves of buildings, amongst stacked logs and other similar locations. 
Migratory bird.  
 
Feeds mainly on flying insects which it preys on by swooping. Typically eats dipterous 
insects and sawflies.  
 
Ficedula parva Red-breasted Flycatcher  
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 1000-2000 European nesting population:   
3.2-4.6 million. Weight (g) 10   
 
The Red-breasted Flycatcher is a scarce species found in dry open spruce forests.  
Favours sites where there are fallen, broken and rotting trees. Nests on dead and rotting 
trees or in a crevice under the bark. Migratory bird.  
 
Like the Spotted Flycatcher feeds mainly on insects. 
 
Territory throughout England about 0.7 hectares, in the best areas of southern Finland, 
around 2 hectares. 
 
F. hypoleuca Pied Flycatcher  
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 250000-700000 European nesting population:   
12-20 million. Weight (g) 13   
 
Abundant species, populating gardens and forests that receive plenty of light. Nests in 
holes in trees and bird-houses. A single male may have two females in different nests. 
Migratory bird.  
 
Feeds particularly on sawflies, dipterous insects, beetles and spiders which it preys on in 
flight or picks from the stems of trees or from the ground.  
 
Parus montanus Willow Tit   
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 400000-900000 European nesting population: 
24-42 million.   24milj.-42milj. Weight (g) 11   
 
The Willow Tit was earlier abundant throughout the whole of Finland but has 
experienced decline during the last few decades.   Probably partly due to the structural 
changes that have occurred in forests.  Generally the Willow Tit is a resident bird but in 
some years the species has erupted to some extent.  Carves out its nest in dead and 
rotting trees.    
 
During summer feeds mainly on inverebrate, during the rest of the year seeds play an 
important role in diet.  
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P. cristatus Crested Tit  
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 200000-400000 European nesting population:    
6.1-12 million. Weight (g) 12   
 
The Crested Tit is a sparse species found in coniferous forests. Favours particularly dry 
pine forests. Always fashions a nesting hole for itself in a rotting tree.  Resident bird.  
 
Feeds on spiders and outside the breeding season especially thrives on spruce and pine 
seeds. According to one research fledglings are fed around 0.5 g. an hour, equivalent to 
about 7-10 g. per day. 
 
P. ater Coal Tit   
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 20000-60000 European nesting population:   
12-29 million. Weight (g) 9   
 
Species common to spruce forests. Nests in holes in trees, bird-houses but also in holes 
in the ground. Resident bird but during some years may wander.  
 
Feeds on insects and  spiders and outside the breeding season eats different seeds, 
particularly spruce seeds. Fledglings are fed 3.7-5.1 g. per day. 
 
P. caeruleus Blue Tit   
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 400000-650000 European nesting population:   
20-44 million. Weight (g) 11   
 
The Blue Tit population has increased in southern Finland. Favours deciduous forests 
and gardens and yards. Nests in holes in trees and bird-houses. Partly migrates.  
 
Feeds mainly on insects and spiders, outside the breeding season eats also seeds and 
fruit.  According to an English study, the daily metabolism measured was 39.7-51.4 kJ 
depending on the temperature. 
 
P. major Great Tit  
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 0.8-1.1 million. Amount of nesting population 
in Europe:   46-91 million. Weight (g) 20   
 
Abundant population in all types of forests including dry forest land. Species has 
adapted particularly well to nesting amongst human habitats. Partly migrates, greater 
proportion of young birds migrate, but older birds remain around their nesting grounds.  
 
Feeds mainly on insects, particularly beetles and butterflies. Also feeds on spiders. In 
winter, a big part of diet consists of seeds and fruit. Size of brood depends on the 
amount of energy the fledglings receive. According to one study a brood of 7 fledglings 
consumed 7.3 g per day (52.3 kJ), compared to a brood of 9 fledglings 4.7 g. (24.7kJ) In 
the study the range varied between 3.2-7 g. per day. 
 
Territory in the deciduous forests of the whole of England was about 0.4-1.7 hectares, 
and in mixed growth woods in Holland about 2-3 hectares.  The estimated territory in 
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southern Finland, based on density of population could be 4-5 hectares and in areas 
where there are bird-houses even denser. 
 
Certhia familiaris Treecreeper  
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 150000-250000 European nesting population:   
5.7-11 million. Weight (g) 10   
 
Quite common in southern Finland but not particularly abundant in spruce and mixed 
growth forests. Makes nest in a hole in the bark of a tree. Resident bird.  
 
Feeds mainly on insects and spiders which it seeks in holes and crevices in the bark of 
trees.  
 
Lanius collurio Red-backed Shrike  
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  30000-60000 European nesting population:   
6.3-13 million. Weight (g) 29   
 
Population has declined in Finland during the last few decades. Favours open bushy 
heaths and shore meadowland.  Also favours forest clearings. Nests usually in willow 
stands or in stands of young spruce. Migratory bird.  
 
Feeds mainly on insects, particularly beetles. Eats also birds and small mammals. 
According to a Romanian study, large fledglings received about 10.2 g. of nutrition per 
day (35% of their weight). 
 
Research for the whole of Europe has shown that the territory of the species is about 
0.25-3.4 hectares, average 1.5 hectares. 
 
Garrulus glandarius Eurasian Jay  
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 150000-200000 European nesting population:   
6-13 million. Weight (g) 161   
 
The Eurasian Jay is common in mixed growth and spruce forests  Nest made from twigs 
and branches and often difficult to detect when well hidden in stands of spruce.  
Resident species but in some years the Eurasian Jay wanders.   
 
Feeds on insects, particularly beetles and also butterfly larvae. Also feeds on fruit, 
berries and seeds, sometimes also small vertebrate. Exploits both carrion and waste 
material. According to a Romanian study, fledglings receive about 43g. of nutrition per 
day, whilst a Russian study showed only 20g. per day. 
 
Pica pica Black-billed Magpie   
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 150000-200000 European nesting population:   
7.5-19 million. Weight (g) 235   
 
The Black-billed Magpie population has increased in Finland and numbers have 
particularly grown in the vicinity of human habitation. Makes a sizeable covered nest 
from twigs usually in bushes a few metres from the ground.  Resident bird.  
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Like the Eurasian Jay it feeds on insects, particularly beetles and also butterfly larvae. 
Also feeds on fruit, berries and seeds, sometimes also small vertebrates. Exploits both 
carrion and waste material. According to a Russian study fledglings receive an average 
nutrition of 27.5 g per day. 
 
C. corone cornix Hooded Crow  
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 160000-230000 European nesting population:   
7-17 million. Weight (g) 525   
 
The Crow has adapted well to a wide range of different habitats.  It thrives in the 
cultural environment of human habitat but also large populations can be found in the 
outer archipelago in the vicinity of species favouring rocky islets.  Partly migrates.  
 
Feeds on a wide range of food. Mainly inverebrates but also small vertebrates, bird 
eggs, carrion and waste material. According to a Norwegian study fledglings that had 
left the nest needed about 140 g. nutrition per day. 
 
C. corax Common Raven  
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 5000-7000 European nesting population:   
450000-970000 Weight (g) 1195   
 
The Common Raven population has increased in southern Finland probably partly due 
to the fact that it is no longer hunted. Nests usually in wide expanses of undisturbed 
forest land and in the archipelago. Resident bird.  
 
Similar to other crow-like species, the Common Raven feeds on a wide range of food. 
Diet consists of vegetation and invertebrates but also feeds on small vertebrates, steals 
from the nests of other birds and takes their prey. Also feeds on carrion. 
 
Sturnus vulgaris Common Starling   
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 30000-60000 European nesting population:   
23-56 million. Weight (g) 76   
 
The Common Starling population in Finland declined between the 1980s –90s. The 
population experienced dramatic decline during that period but during the last few years 
the numbers have slightly increased in southern Finland. Needs bird-houses or holes in 
trees to make its nest.  Migratory bird.  
 
Feeds on plants and animals but the fledgings are fed almost solely with animal 
nutrition. Diet consists particularly of beetles but also eats many other types of insects, 
worms and small vertebrates. 
 
Fringilla coelebs Chaffinch  
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  5-7 million. Amount of nesting population in 
Europe:   130-240 million. Weight (g) 22   
 
Most common in southern Finland and a species that is well adapted to different habitats 
and can be found as far north as the forested areas of Lapland. Typical habitats are 



57 
 

  

parks, gardens and mixed growth forests. Makes its nest high on the branch of a tree. 
Migratory bird.  
 
Feeds mainly on mushrooms and other vegetation. During the breeding season diet 
consists mainly of invertebrates. Among others, beetles, spiders and dipterous insects. 
12-day-old fledglings receive about 3.7 g. nutrition per day. 
 
Extent of song territory is about 1-3 hectares, whilst feeding territory can be over four 
times as large.   On the basis of population density in Olkiluodo, the estimated extent of 
territory would be about 2 hectares but in reality would probably be less. 
 
Carduelis chloris Greenfinch   
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  300000-400000 European nesting 
population:   14-32 million. Weight (g) 29   
 
The Greenfinch has become more abundant in Finland in general, and in many built-up 
areas in southern Finland, dense populations can be found.  Favours mixed growth 
forests with plenty of light and in particular yards and gardens. Part of the population 
overwinters.  
 
Mainly feeds on seeds. During the breeding season the fledglings are mostly fed with 
insects. 
 
Often found in small groups and does not, as a rule, defend its nesting grounds. Nests 
can be located very close to each other at distances of around twenty metres apart.  
 
C. spinus Eurasian Siskin   
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  0.7-2 million. Amount of nesting population 
in Europe:   10-18 million. Weight (g) 13   
 
During some years abundant. Favours spruce forests and population varies according to 
the amount of seeds available. Migratory bird but part of the population overwinters.  
 
Main diet consists of different types of seeds. In summer spruce seeds and in winter 
often feeds on alder and birch. During the breeding season the fledglings are also fed on 
invertebrates. 
 
Similar to the Greenfinch, often found in small groups and does not generally defend its 
nesting grounds. Nests can be located very close to each other at distances of around 
twenty metres apart. 
 
C. flammea Common Redpoll  
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 200000-500000 European nesting population:   
8.8-19 million. Weight (g) 14.   
 
The population distribution of the Common Redpoll in Finland is concentrated in 
northern Finland. The species can be found however in small numbers, here and there, 
along the west coast of the country. Favours marshland and birch woods on the northern 
fells. Migratory bird but in some years many are on the move also in the winter.  
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Feeds mainly on small seeds, especially birch. Fledglings are also fed a certain amount 
of insects. 
 
Carpodacus erythrinus Scarlet Rosefinch  
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 250000-350000 European nesting population:   
3-6.1 million. Weight (g) 23   
 
The Scarlet Rosefinch favours open bushy terain and damp meadowland and during the 
last few years has experienced a decline in the population in Finland. Migratory bird.  
 
Feeds mainy on seeds and buds in addition to invertebrates. Fledglings are fed with i.a. 
beetles, sawflies and spiders. 
 
Can form loose communities where the individual extent of territory in the whole of 
southern Finland is around 1 hectare. 
 
Pyrrhula pyrrhula Bullfinch  
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 300000-500000 European nesting population:   
7.3-14 million. Weight (g) 31   
 
In summer the species can be hard to detect in spruce forests. Species is migratory and 
also sometimes shows a great amount of movement in winter in the search of food.   
 
Feeds mainy on seeds and buds in addition to invertebrates. Fledglings are fed with i.a. 
beetles, sawflies and spiders. 
 
Emberiza citrinella Yellowhammer   
Amount of nesting population in Finland:  0.7-1.1 million. Amount of nesting 
population in Europe:   18-31 million. Weight (g) 31    
 
Population in Finland has declined. In southern Finland found on the borders of felled 
forests and on meadows. Part of population migrates, quite a large proportion 
overwinters.  
 
Feeds on the ground and eats seeds and invertebrates (i.a. dipterous insects, beetles, 
spiders). 
 
E. schoeniclus Reed Bunting   
Amount of nesting population in Finland: 200000-400000 European nesting population:   
4.8-8.8 million. Weight (g) 19   
 
Favours damp willow scubland and reedbeds.  The size of population in different 
regions is largely influenced by the lack of reed stubble in winter. Migratory bird.  
 
Feeds mainly on different types of seeds (i.a. reed seeds) and in the breeding season also 
insects and spiders.   
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APPENDIX 1 
 

Results of landbird line transect census according to line. 

 
Line Species Scientific name Main field Complemen-

tary field 
Total Density pairs 

/km2 

1 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 1  1 3,189 

1 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos  1 1 1,992 

1 Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus  2 2 1,249 

1 Common Swift Apus apus  1 1 0,349 

1 Eurasian Wryneck Jynx torquilla  1 1 1,042 

1 Great Spotted 
Woodpecker 

Denrocopos major 1  1 2,201 

1 Spotted Woodpecker Denrocopos minor 1  1 2,381 

1 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica  3 3 3,744 

1 House Martin Delichon urbica  10 10 17,668 

1 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis  1 1 1,790 

1 Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba 4 3 8 27,415 

1 Wren Troglodytes troglodytes  1 1 2,289 

1 Hedge Accentor Prunella modularis  1 1 1,755 

1 Robin Erithacus rubecula 1 2 3 8,059 

1 Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 2 2 4 14,941 

1 Blackbird Turdus merula 2  2 3,796 

1 Fieldfare Turdus pilaris 1 3 4 9,646 

1 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos  1 1 1,587 

1 Redwing Turdus iliacus 1  2 4,384 

1 Warbler Hippolais icterina  2 2 5,934 

1 Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca 1 2 3 7,023 

1 Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis 1 3 4 9,605 

1 Garden Warbler Sylvia borin  4 4 6,637 

1 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla  2 2 3,845 

1 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 7 20 27 47,823 

1 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 2  2 8,663 

1 Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca 1  1 2,490 

1 Blue Tit Parus caeruleus  2 2 7,192 

1 Great Tit Parus major  5 5 13,414 

1 Treecreeper Certhia familiaris 1 2 3 11,456 

1 Hooded Crow Corvus corone 1 2 3 1,893 

1 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris 1  1 1,662 

1 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 4 11 15 30,872 

1 Greenfinch Carduelis chloris 3 6 9 13,307 

1 Eurasian Siskin Carduelis spinus  2 2 3,167 

1 Scarlet Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus 3 5 8 13,899 

1 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella 2 3 5 10,739 

1 Crossbill Loxia sp.  2 2 1,562 
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Line Species Scientific name Main belt Supple-
mentary belt 

Total Density pairs 
/km2 

2 Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus  1 1 0,413 

2 Eurasian Cuckoo Cuculus canorus  1 1 0,230 

2 Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius  1 1 0,265 

2 Great Spotted 
Woodpecker 

Denrocopos major  2 2 2,912 

2 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica  2 2 1,651 

2 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis 1 1 2 2,368 

2 Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba 5  5 11,335 

2 Wren Troglodytes troglodytes  2 2 3,028 

2 Robin Erithacus rubecula  3 3 5,331 

2 Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 2  2 4,942 

2 Blackbird Turdus merula 5 8 13 16,322 

2 Fieldfare Turdus pilaris  1 1 1,595 

2 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 2 5 7 7,349 

2 Redwing Turdus iliacus  1 1 1,450 

2 Warbler Hippolais icterina  1 1 1,963 

2 Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca 2 2 4 6,194 

2 Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis 3 2 5 7,942 

2 Garden Warbler Sylvia borin  3 3 3,293 

2 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla  6 6 7,630 

2 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 5 16 21 24,605 

2 Goldcrest Regulus regulus 2  2 4,673 

2 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 1  1 2,865 

2 Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca  2 2 3,294 

2 Coal Tit Parus ater 1  1 2,215 

2 Blue Tit Parus caeruleus 2  2 4,758 

2 Great Tit Parus major  2 2 3,549 

2 Treecreeper Certhia familiaris  2 2 5,052 

2 Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio 2 3 5 15,214 

2 Hooded Crow Corvus corone 1 5 6 2,504 

2 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris 1  1 1,099 

2 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 10 24 34 46,290 

2 Greenfinch Carduelis chloris 4 10 14 13,693 

2 Eurasian Siskin Carduelis spinus  4 4 4,190 

2 Scarlet Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus 1 7 8 9,194 

2 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella  4 4 5,683 
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Line Species Scientific name Main belt Supple-
mentary belt 

Total Density pairs 
/km2 

3 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo  1 1 1,425 

3 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius  2 2 4,910 

3 Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus 3 1 4 1,923 

3 Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius  1 1 0,308 

3 Great Spotted 
Woodpecker 

Denrocopos major  1 1 1,694 

3 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica  1 1 0,961 

3 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis 2 2 4 5,512 

3 Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba 1 1 2 5,276 

3 Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 1  1 1,762 

3 Hedge Accentor Prunella modularis 3 2 5 6,754 

3 Robin Erithacus rubecula 1 2 3 6,204 

3 Thrush Nightingale Luscinia luscinia  1 1 0,718 

3 Blackbird Turdus merula 2 2 4 5,844 

3 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos  6 6 7,330 

3 Redwing Turdus iliacus 2 2 4 6,750 

3 Blyth’s Reed Warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum  1 1 2,010 

3 Warbler Hippolais icterina 1  1 2,284 

3 Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca  3 3 5,407 

3 Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis  2 2 3,697 

3 Garden Warbler Sylvia borin 2 8 10 12,774 

3 Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita  1 1 1,057 

3 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 21 35 56 76,360 

3 Goldcrest Regulus regulus 1 7 8 21,754 

3 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 6  6 20,008 

3 Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca  3 3 5,750 

3 Willow Tit Parus montanus 1 1 2 5,763 

3 Crested Tit Parus cristatus  2 2 6,665 

3 Blue Tit Parus caeruleus 1  1 2,768 

3 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius 1  1 2,333 

3 Hooded Crow Corvus corone  1 1 0,486 

3 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 17 47 64 101,402 

3 Greenfinch Carduelis chloris  2 2 2,276 

3 Eurasian Siskin Carduelis spinus 6 1 7 8,533 

3 Common Redpoll Carduelis flammea  1 1 1,093 

3 Scarlet Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus  7 7 9,362 

3 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella 3 6 9 14,881 

3 Crossbill Loxia sp.  1 1 0,601 

 



64 
 

  

 

Line Species Scientific name Main belt Supple-
mentary belt 

Total Density pairs 
/km2 

4 Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus 1 2 3 0,917 

4 Great Spotted 
Woodpecker 

Denrocopos major  1 1 1,077 

4 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis  6 6 5,254 

4 Hedge Accentor Prunella modularis  1 1 0,858 

4 Robin Erithacus rubecula 1 11 12 15,769 

4 Blackbird Turdus merula 1 3 4 3,714 

4 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos  2 2 1,553 

4 Redwing Turdus iliacus  4 4 4,289 

4 Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus 
schoenopaenus 

 1 1 1,117 

4 Warbler Hippolais icterina  1 1 1,451 

4 Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca 1 4 5 5,726 

4 Garden Warbler Sylvia borin  3 3 2,435 

4 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 2 3 5 4,702 

4 Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita  2 2 1,343 

4 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 3 26 29 25,127 

4 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 1  1 2,119 

4 Red-breasted 
Flycatcher 

Ficedula parva  1 1 1,443 

4 Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca  4 4 4,871 

4 Willow Tit Parus montanus  3 3 5,493 

4 Crested Tit Parus cristatus 1 1 2 4,235 

4 Coal Tit Parus ater 1  1 1,638 

4 Blue Tit Parus caeruleus  1 1 1,759 

4 Great Tit Parus major  4 4 5,249 

4 Treecreeper Certhia familiaris 1 1 2 3,736 

4 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius 1 1 2 2,965 

4 Hooded Crow Corvus corone  1 1 0,309 

4 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 5 31 36 36,244 

4 Greenfinch Carduelis chloris  1 1 0,723 

4 Eurasian Siskin Carduelis spinus 2 5 7 5,422 

4 Scarlet Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus 1 5 6 5,099 

4 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella 1 10 11 11,557 

4 Crossbill Loxia sp. 2  2 0,764 
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Line Species Scientific name Main belt Supple-
mentary belt 

Total Density pairs 
/km2 

5 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo  1 1 1,482 

5 Common Crane Grus grus  1 1 0,127 

5 Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus 1  1 0,500 

5 Eurasian Cuckoo Cuculus canorus  1 1 0,278 

5 Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius 1 1 2 0,641 

5 Great Spotted 
Woodpecker 

Denrocopos major 1  1 1,761 

5 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 1 1 2 1,997 

5 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis  3 3 4,297 

5 Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba 2 1 3 8,227 

5 Hedge Accentor Prunella modularis  1 1 1,404 

5 Robin Erithacus rubecula 3 3 6 12,898 

5 Thrush Nightingale Luscinia luscinia  1 1 0,746 

5 Blackbird Turdus merula  2 2 3,038 

5 Fieldfare Turdus pilaris  1 1 1,930 

5 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos  4 4 5,080 

5 Redwing Turdus iliacus 3 2 5 8,770 

5 Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca 3  3 5,620 

5 Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis 1 1 2 3,843 

5 Garden Warbler Sylvia borin 2 11 13 17,261 

5 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 1 1 2 3,077 

5 Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 1 1 2 2,196 

5 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 18 44 62 87,879 

5 Goldcrest Regulus regulus 1 5 6 16,959 

5 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 2 1 3 10,399 

5 Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca 1  1 1,992 

5 Crested Tit Parus cristatus  1 1 3,464 

5 Blue Tit Parus caeruleus  1 1 2,878 

5 Great Tit Parus major 3  3 6,440 

5 Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio 4  4 14,724 

5 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius  1 1 2,425 

5 Black-billed Magpie Pica pica  1 1 0,823 

5 Hooded Crow Corvus corone 1 2 3 1,515 

5 Common Raven Corvus corax  1 1 0,217 

5 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 12 45 57 93,877 

5 Greenfinch Carduelis chloris  2 2 2,366 

5 Eurasian Siskin Carduelis spinus 3 1 4 5,068 

5 Common Redpoll Carduelis flammea 2  2 2,273 

5 Scarlet Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus 5 5 10 13,903 

5 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella 6 11 17 29,218 

5 Crossbill Loxia sp.  4 4 2,501 
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Line Species Scientific name Main belt Supple-
mentary belt 

Total Density pairs 
/km2 

6 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea  2 2 0,476 

6 Hazel Grouse Bonasa bonasia 1 1 2 7,068 

6 Common Redshank Tringa totanus 1  1 0,491 

6 Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus  6 6 2,000 

6 Eurasian Cuckoo Cuculus canorus  2 2 0,371 

6 Great Spotted 
Woodpecker 

Denrocopos major 1 2 3 3,524 

6 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 2  2 1,332 

6 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis 1  1 0,955 

6 Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba 1  1 1,829 

6 Hedge Accentor Prunella modularis  2 2 1,873 

6 Robin Erithacus rubecula 1 3 4 5,734 

6 Thrush Nightingale Luscinia luscinia  1 1 0,498 

6 Blackbird Turdus merula 3 5 8 8,103 

6 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos  2 2 1,694 

6 Redwing Turdus iliacus  4 4 4,679 

6 Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus 
schoenopaenus 

1 2 3 3,657 

6 Marsh Warbler Acrocephalus palustris 1  1 2,538 

6 Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis  1 1 1,281 

6 Garden Warbler Sylvia borin 1 1 2 1,771 

6 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 1 3 4 4,104 

6 Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 1 2 3 2,197 

6 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 7 25 32 30,248 

6 Goldcrest Regulus regulus  2 2 3,770 

6 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 2 1 3 6,935 

6 Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca  2 2 2,657 

6 Willow Tit Parus montanus  2 2 3,995 

6 Coal Tit Parus ater  1 1 1,787 

6 Blue Tit Parus caeruleus 1 1 2 3,838 

6 Great Tit Parus major  5 5 7,158 

6 Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio 1 2 3 7,364 

6 Hooded Crow Corvus corone  3 3 1,010 

6 Common Raven Corvus corax 1  1 0,145 

6 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 11 27 38 41,737 

6 Eurasian Siskin Carduelis spinus  7 7 5,915 

6 Scarlet Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus  6 6 5,563 

6 Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula 1  1 1,065 

6 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella  4 4 4,585 

6 Crossbill Loxia sp. 4 11 15 6,254 
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Line Species Scientific name Main belt Supple-
mentary belt 

Total Density pairs 
/km2 

7 Hazel Grouse Bonasa bonasia  2 2 7,799 

7 Common Redshank Tringa totanus  1 1 0,542 

7 Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus  1 1 0,962 

7 Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus 1 2 3 1,103 

7 Eurasian Cuckoo Cuculus canorus  1 1 0,205 

7 Tawny Owl Strix aluco 1  1 2,102 

7 Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius 1 1 2 0,472 

7 Great Spotted 
Woodpecker 

Denrocopos major  4 4 5,184 

7 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis  2 2 2,108 

7 Hedge Accentor Prunella modularis 1  1 1,033 

7 Robin Erithacus rubecula  8 8 12,655 

7 Thrush Nightingale Luscinia luscinia  1 1 0,549 

7 Blackbird Turdus merula  8 8 8,941 

7 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 1 6 7 6,542 

7 Redwing Turdus iliacus  2 2 2,582 

7 Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca  1 1 1,379 

7 Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis  1 1 1,414 

7 Garden Warbler Sylvia borin  3 3 2,931 

7 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla  4 4 4,528 

7 Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 1 1 2 1,616 

7 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 2 21 23 23,990 

7 Goldcrest Regulus regulus  3 3 6,240 

7 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata  1 1 2,551 

7 Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca  2 2 2,932 

7 Willow Tit Parus montanus  1 1 2,204 

7 Crested Tit Parus cristatus  1 1 2,549 

7 Blue Tit Parus caeruleus  1 1 2,118 

7 Great Tit Parus major 1 6 7 11,058 

7 Treecreeper Certhia familiaris  1 1 2,249 

7 Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio 2 3 5 13,544 

7 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius 1 1 2 3,569 

7 Hooded Crow Corvus corone 1 2 3 1,114 

7 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 3 28 31 37,571 

7 Greenfinch Carduelis chloris 1 1 2 1,741 

7 Eurasian Siskin Carduelis spinus  5 5 4,662 

7 Scarlet Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus  5 5 5,115 

7 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella  3 3 3,794 

7 Crossbill Loxia sp. 3 2 5 2,300 
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Line Species Scientific name Main belt Supple-
mentary belt 

Total Density pairs 
/km2 

8 Black Grouse Tetrao tetrix  1 1 1,125 

8 Common Crane Grus grus  1 1 0,107 

8 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos  2 2 2,694 

8 Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus  3 3 1,267 

8 Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius  1 1 0,271 

8 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica  1 1 0,844 

8 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis  6 6 7,262 

8 Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba  1 1 2,317 

8 Hedge Accentor Prunella modularis  3 3 3,559 

8 Robin Erithacus rubecula 2 4 6 10,898 

8 Thrush Nightingale Luscinia luscinia  1 1 0,630 

8 Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus  1 1 1,067 

8 Blackbird Turdus merula  2 2 2,567 

8 Fieldfare Turdus pilaris  2 2 3,261 

8 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 1 4 5 5,365 

8 Redwing Turdus iliacus 2 1 3 4,446 

8 Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus 
schoenopaenus 

 1 1 1,545 

8 Blyth’s Reed Warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum  1 1 1,766 

8 Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca 1 2 3 4,749 

8 Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis 1 2 3 4,871 

8 Garden Warbler Sylvia borin  3 3 3,366 

8 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 1 1 2 2,600 

8 Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita  2 2 1,856 

8 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 1 15 16 19,162 

8 Goldcrest Regulus regulus 1 1 2 4,777 

8 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata  2 2 5,858 

8 Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca  2 2 3,367 

8 Crested Tit Parus cristatus  1 1 2,927 

8 Coal Tit Parus ater 1  1 2,264 

8 Blue Tit Parus caeruleus 1 1 2 4,863 

8 Great Tit Parus major 1 6 7 12,697 

8 Black-billed Magpie Pica pica 1  1 0,695 

8 Hooded Crow Corvus corone 2 5 7 2,986 

8 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 4 17 21 29,223 

8 Greenfinch Carduelis chloris  2 2 1,999 

8 Eurasian Siskin Carduelis spinus  5 5 5,353 

8 Scarlet Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus  2 2 2,349 

8 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella 2 6 8 11,618 

8 Crossbill Loxia sp.  6 6 3,169 

 



 

  

 
 

Point count  scores for waterfowl and gulls. Table shows scoring for each point for two separate counting censuses (I ja II). N=observed number of 

individual birds, P= interpreted no. of pairs. Total is interpreted no. of pairs at point area. 

 
 

  1     2     3     4     5     6     

  I  II   I  II   I  II   I  II   I  II   I  II   
Species Scientific name N P N P Yht N P N P Yht N P N P Yht N P N P Yht N P N P Yht N P N P Tot. 

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus      9 5 5 3 5 2 1 2 2 2 2 1   1        2 1 1 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea                               

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo      2       1   2     1     1+  4   

Mute Swan Cygnus olor      4 2 3 2 2        1   2 1 2 1 1 3 1 28  1 

Greylag Goose Anser anser      1  1                       

Shelduck Tadorna tadorna                               

Eurasian Teal Anas crecca                               

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos      7 7   7   9 2 2      4 3   3      

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula      4 2 8 4 4 2 1   1   2 2 2   3 2 2      

Common Eider Somateria mollissima        3 2 2 3 2 5 3 3 10 3   3 13 12 10 8 12 1 1 4  1 

Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca                       2 1 1   2 1 1 

Goldeneye Bucephala clangula 3 2   2 36 5 5 3 5 17 3 57 3 3 7 2 17 4 4 2 2 10 6 6   2 1 1 

Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator      3 2 2 2 2   2 2 2 1 1 3 2 2   1 1 1      

Goosander Mergus merganser   3 3 3 7 5   5   3 3 3 1 1 2 2 2 2 2   2 1 1   1 

Common Coot Fulica atra             1 1 1 3 2   2           

Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus                               

Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula                               

Common Redshank Tringa totanus        1 1 1                     

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos      1 1   1                     

Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus                          1  2 1 1 

Mew Gull Larus canus      9 5 9 5 5   6 3 3   5 3 3 7 4 9 5 5 5 3 8 3 3 

Herring Gull Larus argentatus                       2 1 1      

Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus 1 1   1 1 1 2 1 1                2 1 2 1 1 

Common Tern Sterna hirundo 2 1   1 4 2   2 2 1   1 3 2   2 3 2 4 2 2 7 2   2 

Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea      6 3   3           4 2 2 1 2 2 1   1 

 

69

APPENDIX 2



 

  

 
 

  7     8     9     10     11     12     

  I  II   I  II   I  II   I  II   I  II   I  II   
Species Scientific name N P N P Yht N P N P Yht N P N P Yht N P N P Yht N P N P Yht N P N P Tot. 

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus   4 2 2   2 1 1 15 8 3 2 8 4 2   2 2 1 2 1 1 2 1 3 2 2 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea                1               

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo        3     1     1     2        

Mute Swan Cygnus olor 2 1 4 2 2 2 1 3 1 1 1  1          1   1  2 1 1 

Greylag Goose Anser anser 2 1 2 1 1 3 2 10  2 3 1 22 4                 

Shelduck Tadorna tadorna 2 1   1                          

Eurasian Teal Anas crecca      1 1   1 1 1 1 1 1                

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos      3 2   2 3 3 4 3 3 1 1   1           

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula 12 2 4 2 2 4 2 7 4 4 13 6 6 3 6 6 3   3      4 2 2 1 2 

Common Eider Somateria mollissima 22 8 6 4 8 49 13 86 26 26 11 4 16 5 5 5 3   3 1 1 6 5 5 5 3   3 

Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca 2 1 5 3 3                  3 2 2      

Goldeneye Bucephala clangula 9  29 1 1 14 4 6 2 4 9 6 5 4 6 4 2 2 1 2 1 1   1 4 3 3 3 3 

Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator 2 1 2 1 1      2 1 1 1 1 1 1   1      1 1 2 2 2 

Goosander Mergus merganser      3 2 4 3 3 3 2   2   1 1 1           

Common Coot Fulica atra                               

Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus 2 1 2 2 2   1 1 1   2 1 1                

Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 1 1   1                          

Common Redshank Tringa totanus   1 1 1                          

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos             1 1 1   1 1 1   1 1 1      

Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus 1  10   4  15 2 2 6  13 3 3 2 1 2 1 1   20        

Mew Gull Larus canus 2 1 8 4 4 9 5 10 5 5 5 3 8 3 3 1 1 2 1 1      8 4 9 5 5 

Herring Gull Larus argentatus 1  4 2 2   3 2 2   4 2 2                

Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus   1 1 1 1 1   1             1        

Common Tern Sterna hirundo 3 2 6 3 3 6 3 10 5 5 4 2 7 3 3 3 2   2   2 1 1      

Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea 4 2 10 5 5 20 10 15 6 10 10 5 6 3 5      2 1   1 2 1   1 
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  13     14     15     16     17     18     

  I  II   I  II   I  II   I  II   I  II   I  II   

Species Scientific name N P N P Yht N P N P Yht N P N P Yht N P N P Yht N P N P Yht N P N P Tot. 

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 3 2 3 2 2 10 5 18 9 9 6 3 11 6 6 1 1   1      2 1 4 2 2 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea                               

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo                               

Mute Swan Cygnus olor 1  3 1 1 1  1   2 1 2 1 1      2 1 2 1 1 2 1 1  1 

Greylag Goose Anser anser                               

Shelduck Tadorna tadorna                               

Eurasian Teal Anas crecca                               

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 2 2 2 2 2 4 4 3 2 4 1 1 3 3 3   2 2 2      1 1   1 

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula 13 6 19 8 8 2 1 1 1 1   1 1 1           4 2 4 2 2 

Common Eider Somateria mollissima   4 2 2 2 1 1 1 1                     

Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca                               

Goldeneye Bucephala clangula 4 2   2   7 3 3 4 2 3 2 2   1 1 1        2 1 1 

Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator   2 1 1 4 2 3 2 2                4 2 2 1 2 

Goosander Mergus merganser   1 1 1   1 1 1                  1 1 1 

Common Coot Fulica atra                          2 1 2 2 2 

Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus                               

Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula                               

Common Redshank Tringa totanus                               

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos      1 1   1 1 1   1                

Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus 20 10   10                          

Mew Gull Larus canus 14 7 11 8 8 6 3 7 4 4 2 1 3 2 2           2 1   1 

Herring Gull Larus argentatus   1 1 1   1 1 1      1               

Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus   1 1 1                          

Common Tern Sterna hirundo                          3 2   2 

Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea      2 1   1                  3 2 2 
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APPENDIX 3 
 
Bird species observed during breeding season in 2008 
 
Silkkiuikku Podiceps cristatus Great Crested Grebe  
Mustakurkku-uikku Podiceps auritus  Slavonian Grebe 
Merimetso Phalacrocorax carbo Great Cormorant  
Harmaahaikara Ardea cinerea  Grey Heron  
Kyhmyjoutsen Cygnus olor  Mute Swan  
Joutsen Cygnus cygnus  Whooper swan 
Merihanhi Anser anser  Greylag Goose  
Kanadanhanhi Branta canadensis Canada goose 
Valkoposkihanhi Branta leucopsis  Barnacle Goose  
Ristisorsa Tadorna tadorna  Shelduck  
Haapana Anas penelope Wigeon  
Tavi Anas crecca  Eurasian Teal  
Sinisorsa Anas platyrhynchos  Mallard 
Lapasorsa Anas clypeata  Shoveler  
Tukkasotka Aythya fuligula  Tufted Duck  
Lapasotka Aythya marila  Scaup  
Haahka Somateria mollissima  Common Eider  
Pilkkasiipi Melanitta fusca  Velvet Scoter  
Telkkä Bucephala clangula  Goldeneye  
Tukkakoskelo Mergus serrator  Red-breasted Merganser  
Isokoskelo Mergus merganser  Goosander  
Merikotka Haliaeetus albicilla  White-tailed Eagle  
Hiirihaukka Buteo buteo  Common Buzzard  
Pyy Bonasa bonasia  Hazel Grouse  
Teeri Tetrao tetrix  Black Grouse  
Nokikana Fulica atra  Common Coot  
Kurki Grus grus  Common Crane  
Meriharakka Haematopus ostralegus  Oystercatcher  
Pikkutylli Charadrius dubius  Little Ringed Plover  
Tylli Charadrius hiaticula  Ringed Plover  
Taivaanvuohi Gallinago gallinago  Snipe  
Lehtokurppa Scolopax rusticola  Woodcock  
Punajalkaviklo Tringa totanus Common Redshank  
Metsäviklo Tringa ochropus  Green Sandpiper  
Rantasipi Actitis hypoleucos  Common Sandpiper  
Karikukko Arenaria interpres  Turnstone  
Naurulokki Larus ridibundus  Black-headed Gull  
Pikkulokki Larus minutus Little Gull 
Kalalokki Laru canus  Mew Gull  
Selkälokki Larus fuscus  Lesser Black-backed Gull  
Harmaalokki Larus argentatus  Herring Gull  
Merilokki Larus marinus  Great Black-backed Gull  
Räyskä Sterna caspia  Caspian Tern  
Kalatiira Sterna hirundo  Common Tern  
Lapintiira Sterna paradisaea  Arctic Tern  
Sepelkyyhky Columba palumbus  Wood Pigeon  
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Käki Cuculus canorus  Eurasian Cuckoo  
Lehtopöllö Strix aluco  Tawny Owl  
Tervapääsky Apus apus  Common Swift  
Käenpiika Jynx torquilla  Eurasian Wryneck  
Palokärki Dryocopus martius  Black Woodpecker  
Käpytikka Dendrocopos major  Great Spotted Woodpecker  
Pikkutikka Dendrocopos minor  Lesser Spotted Woodpecker  
Haarapääsky Hirundo rustica  Swallow  
Räystäspääsky Delichon urbica  House Martin  
Metsäkirvinen  Anthus trivialis  Tree Pipit  
Västäräkki Motacilla alba  Pied Wagtail  
Peukaloinen Troglodytes troglodytes  Winter Wren  
Rautiainen Prunella modularis  Hedge Accentor  
Punarinta Erithacus rubecula  Robin  
Satakieli Luscinia luscinia  Thrush Nightingale  
Leppälintu Phoenicurus phoenicurus  Redstart  
Kivitasku Oenanthe oenanthe  Northern Wheatear  
Mustarastas Turdus merula  Blackbird  
Räkättirastas Turdus pilaris  Fieldfare  
Laulurastas Turdus philomelos  Song Thrush  
Punakylkirastas Turdus iliacus  Redwing 
Ruokokerttunen Acrocephalus schoenobaenus  Sedge Warbler  
Viitakerttunen Acrocephalus dumetorum  Blyth's Reed Warbler  
Luhtakerttunen Acrocephalus palustris  Marsh Warbler  
Kultarinta Hippolais icterina  Icterine Warbler  
Hernekerttu Sylvia curruca  Lesser Whitethroat 
Pensaskerttu Sylvia communis  Common Whitethroat  
Lehtokerttu Sylvia borin  Garden Warbler  
Mustapääkerttu Sylvia atricapilla  Blackcap  
Tiltaltti Phylloscopus collybita  Common Chiffchaff  
Pajulintu  Phylloscopu. trochilus  Willow Warbler  
Hippiäinen Regulus regulus Goldcrest  
Harmaasieppo Muscicapa striata  Spotted Flycatcher  
Pikkusieppo Ficedula parva  Red-breasted Flycatcher  
Kirjosieppo Ficedula hypoleuca  Pied Flycatcher  
Hömötiainen Parus montanus  Willow Tit  
Töyhtötiainen Parus cristatus  Crested Tit  
Kuusitiainen Parus ater  Coal Tit  
Sinitiainen Parus caeruleus  Blue Tit  
Talitiainen Parus major  Great Tit  
Puukiipijä Certhia familiaris  Treecreeper  
Pikkulepinkäinen Lanius collurio  Red-backed Shrike  
Närhi Garrulus glandarius  Eurasian Jay  
Harakka Pica pica  Black-billed Magpie  
Varis Corvus corone cornix  Hooded Crow  
Korppi Corvus corax  Common Raven  
Kottarainen Sturnus vulgaris  Common Starling  
Peippo Fringilla coelebs  Chaffinch  
Viherpeippo Carduelis chloris  Greenfinch  
Vihervarpunen Carduelis spinus  Eurasian Siskin  



75 
 

Urpiainen Carduelis flammea  Common Redpoll  
Punavarpunen Carpodacus erythrinus Scarlet Rosefinch  
Punatulkku Pyrrhula pyrrhula  Bullfinch  
Keltasirkku Emberiza citrinella  Yellowhammer  
Pajusirkku Emberiza schoeniclus  Reed Bunting  
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