
P O S I V A  O Y

FI -27160 OLKILUOTO, F INLAND

Tel +358-2-8372 31

Fax +358-2-8372 3709

Jyrk i  O ja

Satu  O ja

November  2006

Work ing  Repor t  2006 -53

Game Statistics for
the Island of Olkiluoto

in 2005 – 2006



November  2006

Base maps: ©National Land Survey, permission 41/MYY/06

Working Reports contain information on work in progress

or pending completion.

The conclusions and viewpoints presented in the report

are those of author(s) and do not necessarily

coincide with those of Posiva.

Jyrk i  O ja

Satu  O ja

Suomen  Luonto t i e to  Oy

Work ing  Report  2006 -53

Game Statistics for
the Island of Olkiluoto

in 2005 – 2006



 

 

1

GAME STATISTICS FOR THE ISLAND OF OLKILUOTO IN 2005-2006  
 
ABSTRACT  
 
The game statistics for the island of Olkiluoto was updated in February 2006. The 
estimate of game populations in Olkiluoto was done on the basis of interviews of local 
hunters and available statistical materials. The collected data were compared to earlier 
studies of game animals done in Olkiluoto.  

The populations of Elk and White-tailed Deer are stable, and the population of Roe 
Deer is increasing significantly. The populations of small mammal predators (American 
Mink, Raccoon Dog, Red Fox) are very high level, despite of intensive hunting. Other 
game animals like waterfowls are hunted moderately and the amount of catches are 
small.  
 
Keywords: game statistics, hunting, Olkiluoto.  
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OLKILUODON RIISTATILASTOT VUOSILTA 2005 - 2006 

TIIVISTELMÄ  

Olkiluodon saaren riistaeläimistön saalistiedot päivitettiin helmikuussa 2006. Riista-
eläinten populaatioiden koko arvioitiin metsästäjiltä saatujen saalistietojen ja saatavilla 
olevan muun tiedon perusteella. Nyt saatua aineistoa verrattiin aiempiin saarelta 
tehtyihin riistaeläintutkimuksiin.  

Alueen suurista riistaeläimistä hirven ja valkohäntäpeuran kannat ovat vakaat ja 
metsäkauriin kanta on voimakkaassa nousussa. Pienpedoista sekä minkki, supikoira että 
kettukanta on pysynyt metsästyksestä huolimatta korkeana. Vesilintujen ja muiden 
riistaeläinten metsästystä harjoitetaan alueella maltillisesti ja saalismäärät ovat hyvin 
pieniä.  
 
Avainsanat: game statistics, hunting, Olkiluoto  
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1. INTRODUCTION AND STUDY AREA  
 
The island of Olkiluoto (12 km²) - selected as location of a final repository for spent 
nuclear fuel - is situated on the Finnish coast of the Bothnian Sea (map 1). The coast is 
characterised by shallow bays surrounded by small archipelagos. The soil of this 
relatively flat island is mainly stony moraine originating from the bedrock consisting of 
mostly mica gneiss and other Svecofennian metasediments and plutonic rocks. The 
landscape at Olkiluoto is characterised by commercial forests, rocky hills, and some 
nutrient-rich mires and near shore also by meadows and colonies of common reed. The 
whole local hydrogeochemical and biological system is affected by the postglacial land 
up-lift (6 mm/y) typical to the Finnish western coast in general (Ranta ym. 2005).  

This game report was commissioned to Suomen Luontotieto Oy where they were 
coordinated by Jyrki Oja. The assignment was supervised in Posiva by Jere Lahdenperä. 
List of scientific names of species mentioned in the report is shown in Appendix A with 
translations into English and Finnish.  
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2. MATERIAL AND METHODS 
  
An earlier estimate of game populations in Olkiluoto was done in 2002 (Kaapu 2003) 
on the basis of interviews of local hunters and available statistical materials. New 
interviews were carried out in winter 2003-2004 and game report was published in April 
2005 (Ranta et al. 2005).  

To update the game estimates, new interviews were carried out in January and March 
2006. This report is  totally based on interviews of local hunters and local hunting group 
(Olkiluodon metsästysseura) and there could be source of errors in collected data. The 
major problem is timing when the data is collected. The hunting season varies between 
the game animals. In this report the collected data is based on catches in hunting season, 
not an (annual) year cycle.  
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3. RESULTS  
 
GAME ANIMALS IN OLKILUOTO 2005-2006 (HUNTING SEASON)  

3.1 Mammals 
 
Elk (Alces alces)  

Elks are the largest members of the deer family and one of the largest land mammals in 
Eurasia. Adults may stand as tall as 2.3 m high. Males are larger than females and 
possess elaborate, widened antlers that can measure up to 2 meters in total width, from 
tip to tip. These are the largest antlers carried by any mammal, worldwide. They are 
shed and re-grown annually. Males range from 2.5 to 3.2 meters in total length, females 
from  2.4 to 3.1 meters. Males weight from 360 to 600 kg and females from 270 to 400 
kg. Elk have thick, brown fur that ranges from light to almost black in color. Individual 
hairs are 15 to 25 cm long and hollow, resulting in excellent insulation. Elks are also 
distinguished by their long head with a long, flexible nose and upper lip. Elks have very 
long legs and a dewlap of skin on the throat. (Wilson and Ruff, 1999)  
 
 

 

 
Females attract males with their long, moaning vocalizations, which can be heard up to 
3.2 km away. They also emit a powerful scent. Rival males compete for access to 
females during the breeding season. Males may simply assess which is larger, and the 
smaller bull retreats, or they may engage in battles that can become violent.  

Elks mainly stay in the same general area, though some populations migrate between 
sites favorable at different times of the year. These migrations can exceed 300 km in 
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European populations. In Finland some elk populations migrates from coastal area to 
inland and probably some individuals also behave like this in Olkiluoto area.  

Elks are solitary animals, although two individuals sometimes can be found feeding the 
same area. The strongest social bond is between the mother and the calf. Mothers are 
very protective of their calves, sometimes charging people if they get too close and 
using their sharp hooves to strike at attackers. Elks gather in larger groups during the 
mating season in alpine and tundra habitats (Wilson and Ruff 1999). In Finland elks 
sometimes gather wintergroups where could be 20-40 individuals. Elks home ranges 
average 5 to 10 square kilometers. In Olkiluoto the home ranges are much smaller and 
animals home ranges overlaps widely.  

Hunting  
In 2005, two adult Elks (table 1.) and five fawns were brought down (Toivonen 2006). 
The estimated size of the Elk population before the hunting season was 15. In 2004, 
three adult Elks ( table 1.) and two fawns were brought down (Karlsson 2004). The 
estimated size of the Elk population before the hunting season was 16. In 2002 the 
number of Elks brought down was 10 and the estimated size of the population 15 
individuals (Kaapu 2003).  

White-tailed Deer (Odocoileus virginianus)  

White-tailed deer is native North American species and Finnish population is descended 
from introductions.  

Head and body length is 150 to 200 cm, tail length is 10 to 28 cm, and height at the 
shoulders is between 80 and 100 cm.  

Dorsal coloration of White-tailed Deer differs in shading locally and seasonally, 
however in general it is grayer in the winter and redder in the summer. White fur is 
located in a band behind the nose, in circles around the eyes, inside the ears, over the 
chin and throat, on the upper insides of the legs and beneath the tail. White- tailed Deer 
have scent glands between the two parts of the hoof on all four feet, metatarsal glands 
on the outside of each hind leg, and a larger tarsal gland on the inside of each hind leg at 
the hock. Scent from these glands is used for intraspecies communication and secretions 
become especially strong during the rutting season. Males possess antlers which are 
shed from January to March and grow out again in April or May, losing their velvet in 
August or September. At birth, fawns are spotted with white in coloration and weight 
between 1.5 and 2.5 kg. Their coats become grayish lose their spots by their first winter. 
White-tailed Deer have good eyesight and acute hearing, but depend mainly on their 
sense of smell to detect danger.  

White-tail Deer are able to survive in a variety of terrestrial habitats but generally prefer 
young coniferous forest. They also inhabit farmlands and fields but are scarce in urban 
areas. Ideal white-tail deer habitat would contain dense thickets (in which to hide and 
move about) and edges (which furnish food). In Olkiluoto area most forest are ideal 
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habitat to White-tail Deer and the population density is much higher than average in 
southern Finland (RKTL 2004).  

 
Figure 2. White-tailed Deer (Odocoileus virginianus)  
 

Hunting  
In 2005, three adult White-tailed Reed (table 1.) and seven fawns were brought down 
(Toivonen 2006). The estimated size of the White-tailed Reed population before the 
hunting season was 20. Three adult White-tailed Deer and 2 fawns were brought down 
in 2004 (Karlsson 2004). After the hunting season, the size of the population was 
estimated at about 10 individuals. Before the 2002 hunting period, the White-tailed 
Deer population was 15-20 individuals (Kaapu 2003).  

Roe Deer (Capreolus capreolus)  

Roe Deer is small, short-horned deer. It has large distribution from Britain to as far east 
as China and Siberia. Its coat is golden red in summer, darkening to brown or even 
black in winter, with lighter undersides and a white rump patch. It stands from 66 to 
76.2 cm at the shoulder and has small three-pronged horns. Roe Deer are widely 
distributed in small woods near fields and semiurban areas. They are higly nocturnal 
animals, traveling alone or in families and browsing on grass, leaves, and young shoots. 
The polygamous males fight over territory in early summer and rut in early fall. Females 
give birth the following June, usually to two spotted kids of opposite sexes. Roe Deer 
often leave behind in the forest trampled areas in the shape of a figure-eight. Called roe 
rings, they are made during courtship rituals when the male chases the female, and also 
by the young at play.  

According to Karlsson (2004), there were at least 5 Roe Deer individuals at Olkiluoto 
before the hunting season. In the area there were at least one buck, one female with two 
fawns and a single female. Because the Roe Deer is very good at hiding itself away, the 
real population may be considerably higher. In 2002 the estimated Roe Deer population 
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was 10 animals. It is probable that the Roe Deer population has increased at Olkiluoto 
as in the rest of Finland. Winter 2005-2006 the population size was about 15-20 
individuals and there has been at least 4 roadkillings in one year (Toivonen 2006).  

Hunting According to Toivonen (2006) 5-10 Roe Deer were brought down in 2005 
(table 1.), however the exact number is diffi cult to find out. Hunting of Roe Deer is 
now free and all hunters don”t notify their catches. In 2004 there were no catches but in 
2003 one buck were brought down.  

Red Fox (Vulpes vulpes)  

Red foxes are native to the Palearctic region and foxes have been introduced to many 
areas around the world. Australian region. Red foxes are found throughout Europe and 
Asia. There are also several populations in North Africa. They are the most widely 
distributed wild carnivores in the world.  

Coloration of red foxes ranges from pale yellowish red to deep reddish brown on the 
upper parts and white, ashy or slaty on the underside. The lower part of the legs is 
usually black and the tail usually has a white or black tip. Red foxes, like many other 
canids, have tail glands. The eyes of mature animals are yellow. The nose is dark brown 
or black. In Finland the mass of foxes varies from 4 to 7,5 kg.  

Red foxes are solitary animals and do not form packs. During some parts of the year 
adjacent ranges may overlap somewhat, but parts may be regularly defended. So Red 
Fox is at least partly territorial. Ranges are occupied by an adult male and one or two 
adult females with their associated young. Individuals and family groups have main 
earthen dens and often other emergency burrows in the home range. Dens of other 
animals, such as budgers, are often taken over by foxes. Larger dens may be dug and 
used during the winter and during birth and rearing of the young. The same den is often 
used over a number of generations. Pathways throughout the home range connect the 
main den with other resting sites, favored hunting grounds and food storage areas. Red 
foxes are terrestrial and either nocturnal or crepuscular. In the autumn following birth, 
the pups of the litter will disperse to their own territories. Dispersal can be to areas as 
nearby as 10 km and as far away as almost 400 km. Animals remain in the same home 
range for life.  

Individual adults have home ranges that vary in size depending on the quality of the 
habitat. In good areas ranges may be between 5 and 12 square kilometers; in poorer 
habitats ranges are larger, between 20 and 50 square kilometers. In Olkiluoto area home 
ranges probably overlaps widely and foxes moves freely to and from inland.  

Hunting In 2005, only one Red Fox (table 1.) were killed at Olkiluoto (Pasanen 2006), 
but the hunting pressure was also low according to Pasanen (2006). In 2003, 7 Red 
Foxes were killed at Olkiluoto (Toivonen 2005). Only one Red Fox was killed in 2002 
(Ståhl 2004). Also nationally more Red Foxes were killed in 2003 than on the average 
in 1998-2002 (RKTL 2004). It is probable also that Red Fox populations have increased 
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at Olkiluoto. In 2002 two Red Fox dens were reported (Kaapu 2003), but there are no 
reported observations for 2003.  

Raccoon Dog (Nyctereutes procyonoides)  

Raccoon Dogs are native to south-eastern Siberia, Manchuria, northern Indo-China,  
China and Japan. They were introduced to western Russia, mainly for hunting purposes,  
and have since spread from Russia to Scandinavia, Germany, and France. 
Raccoon dog has long brindled black-brown body fur with black facial mask, sleek 
black legs, and black fur on upper side of tail. Long guard hairs up to 120 mm long, 
winter coat developed by November under-fur moults by March. Head-and-body length 
varies between 50-60 cm and weight could be in late autumn 10 kg. Raccoon Dogs are 
very productive and litter size could be as high as 12.  

Raccoon dogs lives in pairs or temporary family groups, but there are no fi rm evidence  
on the ties between animals that share all or part of their home range. Apparently, 
raccoon dogs prefer to forage in woodland with an abundant understorey, especially of 
ferns. Individuals spend most of the night searching for food. They begin to forage 
within two hours of sunset, break about midnight, and are active again until sunrise. 
Communal feeding has been observed among neighbours, though they normally are 
seen foraging alone.  
 

 
Figure 3. Raccoon Dog (Nyctereutes procyonoides)  

Raccoon dogs use latrine sites and these may play a role as landmarks and points of 
information transfer. In Finland Raccoon dogs hibernates between December and 
March.  



 

 

9

The diet of Raccoon dogs varies with seasonal availability of food types. Berries, 
invertebrates, small rodents, birds, and birds’ eggs are all included in the diet. Marine 
organisms are eaten where available, including fish.  

Hunting In 2005, nine Raccoon Dogs (table 1.) were reported killed at Olkiluoto area 
(Pasanen 2006). In 2004 ten individuals were killed and in 2003, 19 Raccoon Dogs 
were reported killed at Olkiluoto (Toivonen 2005). Nationally, in 2003, more Raccoon 
Dogs were killed than during the period 1998-2002 on the average (RKTL 2004). It is 
probable that the local Raccoon Dog population has been increasing, at least not 
decreasing. Also more effective hunting may increase the catch, but there is no evidence 
of increased effectiveness of hunting at Olkiluoto. The number of catches does not 
necessary indicate the population size. In autumn Raccoon dogs moves around a lot 
(especially the young individuals) and the hunting pressure varies also depending 
weather, snow etc.  

 
Badger (Meles meles)  

Badgers are found throughout Europe and Asia and they inhabits all kind of habitats 
including urban areas and even big cities. Therefore setts are almost invariably 
constructed in forests or other areas with woody cover.  

Head and body length is 560-900 mm, and tail length is 115-200 mm. A Badger’s back 
is usually grey, while its underside and limbs are black. The face is white, with a dark  
stripe on each side that runs from the nose to the ear, surrounding the eye. As in other 
badger species, the body of Eurasian badgers is stocky, with short limbs and tail. In 
Finland the mass of adult Badger varies from 8 to 16 kg.  

Eurasian Badgers live in social groups of, on average, 6 adults. Sociality was not 
recognized in this species until fairly recently, however, since Badgers are only seen by 
humans when the animals are out alone at night to forage. More detailed study has 
revealed that they actually live together in large underground catacombs called ”setts.” 
These are systems of interlocking tunnels with nest chambers, toilets, and several 
entrances. Badgers inherit setts from their parents generation after generation, while 
always expanding and refining them. The result is huge tunnel systems that are, in some 
cases, actually centuries old.  

Badger clans are territorial, defending an area (50 to 150 hectares) that contains their 
home sett and several foraging areas. They delineate their territories by placing latrines, 
areas where all clan members urinate and deficate, at regular intervals along the borders. 
Territories are also outlined by the paths that the badgers use when patrolling the 
boundaries. They mark both paths and latrines with the copious and decidedly 
odoriferous secretions of their subcaudal glands. Badgers, especially males, will 
aggressively defend their territories against intruding foreign badgers. Average group 
size varies throughout their range, and in some areas, such as southern Europe, they 
seem to be solitary. Where Badgers live singly or in pairs the climate tends to be warm, 
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and their setts are small and simple. In colder areas the setts are dug down below the 
depth to which the ground freezes, and the whole clan sleeps together in one nest 
chamber, possibly for warmth. Thus large, cooperative groups may be necessary for the 
construction of deep setts and the sharing of body heat.  

There are no large Badgers setts in Olkiluoto area, probably because the soil is not ideal 
for digging.  

Hunting In 2005 and 2004 no Badgers (table 1.) were killed in Olkiluoto (Pasanen 
2006). Only one Badger (Meles meles) was killed in the area in 2003 (Toivonen 2005). 
It is probable that there is still a Badger family on the island, as the 2002 report (Kaapu 
2003) already says. At a national level Badger catches have remained stable.  

American Minks (Mustela vison)  

American mink have been inadvertently introduced to the British Isles and Europe, 
where they escaped from fur farms in the 1960’s. As a non-native predator their effects 
on native wildlife there are serious. Especially seabirdkolonies have declined in many 
areas due the intensive predation of American minks.  

Mink fur is usually dark brown with white patches on the chin, chest, and throat areas. 
The fur is soft and thick, with oily guard hairs that waterproof the animal’s coat. The 
body is long and slender with short legs and a pointy, fl at face. The toes are partially 
webbed, showing the mink’s semi-aquatic nature. Body length is usually around  600 
mm with up to half of this length being the tail. Females, on average, are substantially 
smaller than  males. Adult females weigh between 0.7 to 1.1 kg, while males range from 
0.9 to 1.6 kilograms.   
 
Mink are primarily solitary animals, with males being particularly intolerant of one  
another. They mark the boundaries of their home range using musky secretions from  
enlarged anal glands. They are mostly active at night, especially near dawn and dusk.  
Mink are also skilled swimmers and climbers. In searching for food, they can swim up 
to  30 meters underwater and dive to depths of 5 meters. Mink dig their burrows in the 
banks of rivers, lakes and streams, or they may utilize the old dens of other mammals, 
such as muskrats. Mink may line the interior of their home with dried grass and leaves, 
as well as with the fur from past prey.  

Hunting 
In 2005, 9 American Minks (table 1.) were killed in Olkiluoto area (Pasanen 2006). 
In 2003, 8 American Minks were killed, which is 6 more than in 2002 
(Toivonen 2005). At a national level the catch of American Mink remained unchanged. 
It is probable that the population estimate of 10-15 individuals (Kaapu 2003) is too low. 
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Pine Marten (Martes martes)  

Pine Marten is elusive, generally nocturnal species which has chestnut-brown to dark 
brown fur with a creamy-yellow bib. The tail is long and fl uffy. This species prefers 
well-wooded areas. They often make their dens in hollow trees or on scrub covered 
cliffs. In Finland it prefers old coniferous forest, but could live also in monotonius 
commercial forest if food and suitable hollows are available. In Olkiluoto the old forest 
conservation area is ideal habitat for Pine Marten.  

Pine Martens are mainly active at night and dusk. They have a broad diet that varies 
throughout the year depending on the availability of certain food types. Small rodents, 
birds, beetles, carrion and eggs are all taken, and berries are very important in the 
autumn. They are adept climbers, but tend to hunt on the ground.  

Pine Martens are territorial, and mark their range with faeces deposited in prominent 
locations. Mating occurs between July and August, however implantation of the 
fertilised egg is delayed and the young are produced in early spring of the next year. 
One to five deaf, blind, helpless young are produced; they begin to emerge from the den 
by the middle of June and will be fully independent around 6 months after their birth.  

There were no observations of Pine Martens at Olkiluoto between 2003-2006 (Ståhl 
2004, Toivonen 2006). However, it can be assumed that a pair or a solitary Pine Marten 
live on the island. In 2002, the local Pine Marten population was estimated at one pair 
(Kaapu 2003). At a national level the catch of Pine Martens was higher in 2003 than in 
the years of comparison, 1998-2000 (RKTL 2004) and Finnish population is increased.  

Mountain Hare (Lepus timidus)  

The mountain hare, also known as the white hare in winter, is native to Finland. It has a 
broad distribution that covers most of the Palearctic region. Throughout most of its 
distribution, the mountain hare inhabits boreal forests. It has a lighter build than the 
brown hare, and is easily distinguished by its tail, which is completely white throughout 
the year, whereas in the brown hare the tail has a black upper surface. The ears are 
tipped with black, and the coat is brown in summer, turning white during winter. Males 
and females are generally similar in appearance, but females are slightly heavier.  

This species is active in the evening and at night, but during the breeding season it 
becomes more active during the day. Mountain hares tend to rest during the day in 
forms, scrapes or burrows in the snow or soil. Although typically a solitary species, 
occasionally small groups of up to 10 individuals may gather in order to feed.. The diet 
consists mainly of young heather, but grasses, rushes, sedges, and herbs are also eaten.  

The breeding season occurs between February and August. During this time, several 
males may pursue a single female, who may ”box” them away if she is not ready to 
mate. Gestation takes around 50 days. Between one and four litters are produced each 
year, consisting of 1-5 young, called leverets, although up to 8 have been recorded. The 
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leverets are born with fur, with their eyes open, and are left on their own for much of 
the time; the mother returns only to suckle them. Adult mortality is quite high, the main 
predators are foxes, birds of prey, stoats and cats, but adults are known to live to over 9 
years of age.  

Hunting Two mountain hares were caught at Olkiluoto in 2005 and none in 2004 
(Pasanen 2006) In 2003, two Mountain Hares were caught at Olkiluoto. (Toivonen 
2005). In 2002 the number was 3 (Ståhl 2004). At a national level the catches have 
declined during the last years (RKTL 2004). Probably the population at Olkiluoto has 
remained stable.  

Brown Hare (Lepus europaeus)  

Brown Hares are a brown-russet colour, with a white underside. The tail is black on the 
upper surface and white underneath. It is bigger than mountain hare and adult male 
could weight 9 kg.  

The Brown Hare is predominantly nocturnal spending most of the day in small 
depressions in the grass known as forms. At night the hare ventures out, grazing on the 
young shoots of grasses and herbs as well as agricultural crops. Hares escape predation 
by outrunning their enemies; with their powerful hind legs they can reach speeds of up 
to 60 km/h.  

Courtship involves boxing; this well-known ”mad March hare” behaviour actually 
involves unreceptive females fending off amorous males. Breeding usually occurs 
between March and September, females typically give birth to around 3 litters each year 
of 2-4 young (leverets). Leverets are born with their eyes open, and are left alone in the 
day in forms to avoid attracting predators. The mother returns at sunset and the leverets 
gather around her to suckle.  

Hunting 
Two Brown Hares were caught at Olkiluoto in 2005 and none in 2004 (Pasanen 2006)  
 
Only one Brown Hare (Lepus europaeus) was caught in 2003 (Toivonen 2005). It is still 
probable that the Brown Hare population at Olkiluoto is larger than that of the Mountain 
Hare. The population has not increased. Possibly the population is relatively stable. At a 
national level the catches of Brown hare have decreased. The explanation for this may 
be the low level of vole populations (which has continued for a long time), causing 
other carnivores, such as Red Foxes, to have used other food sources than voles, for 
example hares.  

Muskrat (Ondatra zibethicus)  

There are no reported observations of Muskrat between 2003 - 2005 in Olkiluoto (Ståhl 
2004, Pasanen 2006). It is possible that the Muskrat populations have continued their 
decline. A reason may be the increase of American Mink or unknown virusinfection.  
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Red Squirrel (Sciurus vulgaris)  

There is no detailed information available of the Red Squirrel population at Olkiluoto. 
Typical for Red Squirrel populations are great variations, according to the production of 
spruce cones. In the long run, the Red Squirrel population is believed to have remained 
stable. Thought there is still an annual hunting period for Red Squirrel, hunting of Red 
Squirrel for fur is practically expired.  

3.2 Birds  
 
Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos)  

Mallard is a common and widespread dabbling duck which breeds throughout Europe, 
Asia and North America (Madge 1989). It is probably the best-known of all game 
wildfowls. This dabbling  duck is  56-65 cm  length,  with an  81-98 cm  wingspan,  and  

 
Figure 4. Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos)  
 
weighs 750–1000 g. It is strongly migratory in the northern parts of its breeding range,  
and winters farther south. It is highly gregarious outside of the breeding season and will  
form large flocks. In Olkiluoto area it favours small inland lake and freswater areas and  
large common reed colonies (Phragmites australis)   

Hunting 
Five mallards were caught at Olkiluoto in 2005 and 16 in 2004.  

Teal  (Anas crecca)  

The Teal is the smallest dabbling duck in Finland. Its bill is narrow and black. Teals  
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are sexually dimorphic. Males have a cinnamon colored head with an iridescent green  
crescent spanning from one eye, around the back of the head, to the other eye. The sides  
and back are actually marked with tiny black and white stripes, although they appear  
grey. Their wings and tail are a tannish-brown color, with pale yellow feathers along  
the side of the tail. Females are entirely tannish-brown, except for their white chin and  
belly. Teals favours freswater pools and lakes with luxuriant shore vegetation, 
preferring shallower waters and smaller ponds and pools in breeding season (Madge 
1989). This kinds of habitats are scarce in Olkiluoto area.  

Hunting 
Four teals were caught at Olkiluoto in 2004 and none in 2005.  

Hazel Grouse (Bonasa bonasia) 

This is a relatively small grouse at maximum 40cm length. The plumage of this plump  
bird is finely patterned, but Hazel Grouse essentially has grey upperparts, brown wings  
and chestnut flecked white underparts.The male has a short erectile crest and a white- 
 

 
Figure 5. Teal  (Anas crecca)  

 
bordered black throat. The female has a shorter crest and lacks the black throat. In 
flight, this species shows a black-tipped grey tail.  

The male has a high-pitched ti-ti-ti call, and the female a liquid tettettettettet. The calls, 
or the burr of the flying birds’ wings, are often the only indication of this grouse’s 
presence, since its shyness and dense woodland habitat make it difficult to see. This bird 
feeds on the ground, taking mainly plant food, supplemented by insects when breeding.  
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Hazel Grouse prefers dense, damp, mixed coniferous forest mixed with spruce (Picea 
abies) and leafy trees. This species is rather common in Olkiluoto (Kaapu 2003).  

Hunting 
Five Hazel grouses were caught at Olkiluoto in 2004 and none in 2005. 
 
Black Grouse (Tetrao tetrix)  

As with many gamebirds the male is larger than the female at 49-55 cm compared to her 
40-45 cm length. The cock is very distinctive, with blackplumage, apart from red 
eyebrows and a white wingbar, and a lyre-shaped tail, which appears forked in flight. 
His song is loud, bubbling and somewhat dove-like.The female is greyish-brown and 
has a cackling call. She takes all responsibility for nesting and caring for the chicks, as 
is typical with gamebirds.  

Hunting 
One Black Grouse was caught at Olkiluoto in 2004 and none in 2005.  
 
Woodcock (Scolopax rusticola)  

Woodcock is terrestrial wader which prefers deciduous forest. It is higly famous game 
bird but because of small size and elusive behaviour, only few hunters catch 
woodcocks. Only two woodcock was caught in 2004 (Toivonen 2005) and none in 2005 
(Pasanen 2006).  

Hooted Crow (Corvus corone cornix)  

Hooted Crow is not a game bird, but is hunted for game protection reasons. Hooted 
Crows destroys other birds nests.Two Hooted Crow were killed in Olkiluoto area in 
2005 (Pasanen 2006).  
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4. SUMMARY  
 
Nature Data Finland Ltd updated the game statistics for the island of Olkiluoto in 
February 2006. The estimate of game populations in Olkiluoto was done on the basis of 
interviews of local hunters and available statistical materials. The collected data were 
compared to earlier studies of game animals done in Olkiluoto.  

The populations of Elk and White-tailed Deer are stable, and the population of Roe 
Deer is increasing significantly. The populations of small mammal predators (American 
Mink, Raccoon Dog, Red Fox) are very high level, despite of intensive hunting. Other 
game animals like waterfowls are hunted moderately and the amount of catches are 
small.  

Table 1. Game catches (number of individuals) at Olkiluoto in 2002-2006 (Ståhl 2004, 
Toivonen 2005 and 2006, Pasanen 2006).  

Species  2002  2003  2004  2005  
American Mink  2  8  ?  9  
Badger  0  1  0  0  
Black grouse  ?  ?  1  0  
Brown hare  ?  1  0  2  
Elk  10  ?  5  7  
Hazel grouse  ?  ?  5  0  
Hooded crow  ?  ?  2  2  
Mallard  ?  ?  18  5  
Mountain hare  3  2  0  2  
Muskrat  0  0  0  0  
Pine marten  0  0  0  0  
Raccoon dog  12  19  10  9  
Red fox  1  7  ?  1  
Red squirrel  0  0  0  0  
Roe deer  0  1  0  5-10  
Teal  ?  ?  4  0  
White-tailed deer  ?  ?  5  10  
Woodcock  ?  ?  2  0  
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APPENDIX A : SPECIES NAMES MENTIONED IN THE REPORT  
 
In this appendix list of scientific names of species mentioned in the report is presented 
with translations into English and Finnish.  

Table 1. Species mentioned in the report.  

English common name  Finnish common name  Scientific name  

American Mink  Minkki  Mustela vison  
Badger  Mäyrä  Meles meles  
Black grouse  Teeri  Tetrao tetrix  
Brown hare  Rusakko  Lepus europaeus  
Elk  Hirvi  Alces alces  
Hazel grouse  Pyy  Bonasa bonasia  
Hooded crow  Varis  Corvus corone  
Mallard  Sinisorsa  Anas platyrhynchos  
Mountain hare  Metsäjänis  Lepus timidus  
Muskrat  Piisami  Ondatra zibethicus  
Pine marten  Näätä  Martes martes  
Raccoon dog  Supikoira  Nyctereutes procyonoides  
Red fox  Kettu  Vulpes vulpes  
Red squirrel  Orava  Sciurus vulgaris  
Roe deer  Metsäkauris  Capreolus capreolus  
Teal  Tavi  Anas crecca  
White-tailed deer  Valkohäntäpeura  Odocoileus virginianus  
Woodcock  Lehtokurppa  Scolopax rusticola  
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APPENDIX B  

 
Map 1. Island of Olkiluoto.  




