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Several Latin American (LA) countries have been firmly committed to the 
peaceful applications of ionizing radiations in medicine, industry, agriculture 
and research in order to achieve socioeconomic development in diverse 
sectors. Consequently the use of radioactive materials and radiation sources 
as well as the production of radioisotopes and labeled compounds may 
always produce radioactive wastes which require adequate management and, 
in the end, disposal. However, there are countries in the Latin American 
region whose radioactive waste volumes do not easily justify a national 
repository. Moreover, such facilities are extremely expensive to develop. It 
is unlikely that such an option will become available in the foreseeable 
future for most of these countries, which do not have nuclear industries. 
Storage has long been incorporated as a step in the management of 
radioactive wastes. In the recent years, there have been developments that 
have led some countries to consider whether the roles of storage might be 
expanded to provide longer-term care of long-live radioactive wastes 

The aim of this paper is to discuss the current situation with the storage 
facilities/conditions for the radioactive wastes and disused sealed radioactive 
sources in Latin-American countries. 

In some cases a brief description of the existing facilities for certain 
countries are provided. In other cases, when no centralized facility exists, 
general information on the radioactive inventories and disused sealed 
sources is given. 
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