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Time has come to say goodbye. 
Having spent five years with the IAEA, 
it is time to return to my parent 
organization, the United Nations. We 

have been working together since 2008 and it 
has been an eventful three years. At the 34th 
ILO meeting in 2008, we knew that the database 
was in peril and we were going to have to make 
some consequential decisions to sustain it for 
future generations. The progress we have made 
is extraordinary: In 2009, we opened access to 
the INIS database for free on the Internet and, in 
2011, full text documents became directly 
searchable on the web. Within 10 months, the 
number of searches increased tenfold. 
This success is a tribute to you, the ILOs, and to 
all women and men that work in INIS Centres 
around the world. Creating a database of such 
size and relevance is not a simple feat and 
would not be possible without the dedication and 
professionalism of all staff involved in this 
endeavour, be it here at the IAEA or at the INIS 
Centres around the world. 
I thank you for your advice, your support and 
your strategic thinking: You will maintain a 
course that will keep INIS headed in the right 
direction for decades to come. I wish you every 
success in this undertaking. 

Ruth Hahn-Weinert 
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Reflections on Ms. Hahn-Weinert's professional path, her five years at the IAEA 
and the extraordinary progress in information management services made during 
that time. 
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Sixty-eight delegates from sixty two 
member countries or member 
organizations participated in the 35th 
Consultative Meeting of INIS Liaison 
Officers, held on the 28th- 29th of 
October 2010 in Vienna. The meeting 
was devoted to the 40 years 
anniversary of INIS and directions for 
the future, as well as INIS input and 
production or the use and 
effectiveness of INIS. 
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Over 3.3 million bibliographic records and more than 280,000 full-text non-
conventional documents are now fully indexed and searchable on the Internet 
using Google-based technology, thanks to a new INIS web search interface 
launched on the 18th of April 2011. Following a recommendation of the 35th ILO 
meeting, the Google Search Appliance is now used as the underlining search 
technology for the entire INIS collection. 
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The International Atomic Energy Agency organised, 
in cooperation with the Government of the Kingdom 
of Morocco and hosted by the Centre National de L' 
Energie des Sciences et des Techniques 
Nucléaires (CNESTEN), the Regional (AFRA) 
Training Course on the International Nuclear 
Information System (INIS), in Rabat, Morocco, from 
16 - 27 May 2011. 
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marking the first forty years of INIS 
operations. The many important 
developments and progress that took place 
throughout the year are highlighted here. 
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The INIS Training Seminar will be held at IAEA Headquarters in Vienna, Austria 
on 14 - 16 November 2011. The training seminar will focus on INIS input 
preparation, the utilization of INIS products and services, and on ways to 
promote the system to users in member states. 
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Interview with Ruth Hahn-Weinert

Editor: How did you become an information manager? 
Hahn-Weinert: All my life I have been curious, eager to learn
things. As a child, l was a keen user of our public library;
becoming a professional information manager was a logical
choice. I moved to the University of Applied Sciences in
Hamburg, Germany to do my Masters in Information Science,
and my professors stimulated my curiosity even more. But if I
am in information management today, it is because I joined a
multinational company in 1986. That is when I started to do
information management for real.

Editor: Were you immediately successful? 
Hahn-Weinert: In the past 24 years I learned about all facets
of information management - not in universities, in the libraries
and information centres of private companies and international
organizations. I held positions as a cataloguer, Chief
Acquisitions and Cataloguing, Head of Information Processing,
Head of User Services and Chief Librarian. I am the chair of
the UN Library and Information Network for Knowledge
Sharing. I also coordinate the International Nuclear Libraries
Network. Over the past years, I have led the implementation of
a 100 workstation information management system and conceptualized intranet and internet
presence. I was also actively involved in the conceptualization and implementation of library
exhibitions and cultural events. My focus shifted from technical to conceptual tasks: Today, I
provide direction, coordination, management and resource allocation for the IAEA Library as well as
for INIS and Nuclear Knowledge Management activities. Together, we represent a workforce of 68
staff members and an annual budget of 7 million Euro. Most importantly, I was always lucky to have
supportive supervisors who helped me to enlarge my experience.

Editor: Can you identify any crossroad in your career? 
Hahn-Weinert: Joining the United Nations as a young professional in 1989. I felt that working in an
international environment would be professionally and personally stimulating. And I believed that I
would probably have an interesting life.

Editor: Usage of the IAEA Library and INIS grew exponentially under your leadership.
Did you plan that? 
Hahn-Weinert: In 2006, I was appointed Chief Librarian of the IAEA Library. In addition, to my
responsibilities as Chief Librarian, in 2008 I was assigned Acting Chief of the INIS and Nuclear
Knowledge Management Section. Information services are under constant scrutiny. Many consider
them as a pure luxury. Joining forces was a viable option. Together, the Library and INIS present an
information pool of over 3.2 million bibliographic records and 260.000 full text documents. Since
April 2009, when access to INIS was made freely available on the Internet, an average 66.000
searches per month are executed.

Editor: You have launched a few changes, such as open access to lNIS on the Internet
and implementing full text search. Would you like to try more things? 
Hahn-Weinert: In information management, stagnation is not an option. The information world is
constantly changing, and so do the expectations of our customers. We need to be able to adapt to



changing demands, or, even better, foresee emerging trends: The impact of moving images is
growing and we will have to explore this avenue. And we will have to tackle the challenge of digital
preservation.

Editor: What is the secret to staying relevant? 
Hahn-Weinert: Flexibility, ability to adapt to changing demands and intellectual curiosity. In
information management, you have to be prepared to take calculated risks. Not everything is going
to be to everyone's taste, and not everything is going to work. But accepting the status quo is not
an option.

Editor: You are very close to your staff 
Hahn-Weinert: You have to show faith in your staff and lead by example. You ask your staff to be
prepared to do more with less, so you have to be prepared to do the same. Leadership is about
having a clear vision in uncertain times. It is about sharing credit for success and accepting
responsibility for failure. One of the most important things - and sometimes the most difficult - is to
have an open mind. Beyond that, you need to be yourself. Don't try to be somebody else. I am
lucky to do what I am good at, and on top of that, see people succeed.

Editor: You, Dobie Savic (INIS) and Yanko Yanev (NKM) have been partners for 3 years.
What do you think makes a partnership work well? 
Hahn-Weinert: Mutual respect and trusting each other's opinions. You have to accept that you
cannot agree 100% of the time and understand that decisions can be made anyway.
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The 35th Consultative Meeting of INIS Liaison Officers

 
 

 

Sixty-eight delegates from sixty two member countries or member organizations participated in the 35th 
Consultative Meeting of INIS Liaison Officers, held on the 28th- 29th of October 2010 in Vienna. The meeting 
was devoted to the 40 years anniversary of INIS and directions for the future, as well as INIS input and
production or the use and effectiveness of INIS. 

In addition to expressing gratitude to all INIS Liaison Officers and all INIS members for their dedication and
hard work on building and maintaining the INIS database for the last 40 years, as well as reaffirming its primary
objective of providing information on scientific literature published world-wide on the peaceful uses of nuclear 
energy, the ILO Meeting adopted a number of Actions and Recommendations. The major ones were: 

• Revisit INIS Membership Arrangements in order to adapt them to changed realities.  
• Focus on the quality of INIS records from the beginning of the processing chain.  
• Make MET available to INIS Centres in Member States.  
• Move to publishing all thesaurus versions in electronic form only.  
• Increase, due to their vital role to INIS users, the electronically available full-text resources.  
• Make Google Search Appliance the search tool for both non-conventional literature (NCL) and bibliographic 
records.  
• Continue training activities.  
• Encourage INIS Centres to use the INIS web widget on their websites.  
• Ensure the INIS Secretariat continues providing guidance on how to promote INIS services.  
• Develop and make available a survey tool for standard INIS users.  
• Further streamline & simplify the methodology used for creating and processing INIS input.  
• Foster further integration of INIS into global information networks. 

The 35th ILO Meeting also emphasized the importance and significance of providing open access to the INIS
database on the Internet. 

A complete list of actions and recommendations is available at the ILO Meeting’s website: 
http://www.iaea.org//inis/Events/ILO/ILO_35 

Dobrica Savic 
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New INIS collection search capability

Over 3.3 million bibliographic records and more than 280,000 full-text non-conventional documents are now 
fully indexed and searchable on the Internet using Google-based technology, thanks to a new INIS web search 
interface launched on the 18th of April 2011. Following a recommendation of the 35th ILO meeting, the Google
Search Appliance is now used as the underlining search technology for the entire INIS collection. 

The new INIS Collection Search increases the speed of searching and downloading, and supports multilingual
queries as well as the standard search interface. It also introduces a new advanced search feature with the
following key benefits: 

  

 Metadata field searches such as by abstract, author, country, descriptors, language and title.  
 Boolean searches using OR/AND/NOT operators to build queries.  
 Dynamic management of complex queries enabling users to build and manage complex queries easily by

adding or removing conditions dynamically. Moreover, any query performed using the standard search
interface is broken down into subset queries in the advanced search interface, allowing the user to then
choose to remove or add conditions.  

 Integration with other systems where any query built by the advanced search interface can be done
directly in a simple, external INIS widget to achieve the same search results.  

  

Detailed information on using the new web interface is available in the INIS collection search help file. 

The INIS collection search is accessible from the INIS website www.iaea.org/inis, or directly from 
inis.iaea.org/search 

  

Dobrica Savic 

International Nuclear Information System (INIS) 
IAEA Department of Nuclear Energy 
International Atomic Energy Agency 

Vienna International Centre, P.O. Box 100 
1400 Vienna, Austria 

For more information please contact inis.cbl@iaea.org 
http://www.iaea.org/inis



 

News from the International Nuclear Information System
Number 11, June 2011

 
The 13th INIS/ETDE Joint Technical Committee Meeting

The INIS/ETDE Joint Technical Committee (JTC), suggested at the 9th Advisory Committee for INIS in 1991,
grew from an INIS/ETDE cooperation formally established in a Memorandum of Understanding signed in April
1994 which formalized the relationship between the ETDE and the IAEA, and more specifically INIS, as it
pertained to database development and the assurance of data integrity. The first JTC meeting was held in
October 1995. Joint printing of authorities, and in particular of the Thesaurus, was the main area of cooperation
at the very beginning, and continues until today. 

On the 20th – 21st of October 2011, the 13th INIS/ETDE Joint Technical Committee Meeting will be held in 
Vienna. Delegates from more than a dozen ETDE and INIS Member States are expected to participate in this
two-day meeting. 

An important element of the success of both databases was the continued development of information
technology to assist participating countries and their respective data input centres in providing quality assurance
of information. Discussions during the upcoming JTC Meeting will focus on INIS/ETDE general issues and
current activities, as well as preparation for future INIS/ETDE role and activities. 

  

Dobrica Savic 
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Regional (AFRA) Training Course on the International Nuclear Information (INIS), Rabat,
Morocco, May 2011 

The International Atomic Energy Agency organised, in cooperation with the Government of the Kingdom of
Morocco and hosted by the Centre National de L'Energie des Sciences et des Techniques Nucléaires
(CNESTEN), the Regional (AFRA) Training Course on the International Nuclear Information System (INIS), in
Rabat, Morocco, from 16 - 27 May 2011. 

Twenty-two participants from twenty AFRA Member
States attended this regional course. 

Part of the Regional AFRA Project RAF/0/031,
Promoting Human Resources Development and Nuclear
Knowledge Management (AFRA), the two-week training
course was open to participants from AFRA Member
States that are INIS members. 

The course provided comprehensive information about
the role of INIS in supporting national nuclear activities
and programmes. In depth hands-on training on all
aspects of INIS input preparation and the utilization of
INIS products and services was offered. Additionally
the course addressed in detail the important role of the

national INIS centre, INIS promotion and outreach, the provision of information services,as well as the need to
establish regional cooperation among national INIS centres of AFRA Member States. 

Site visits to well established information centres were also undertaken. This enabled participants not only to
learn established best practices but also helped facilitate and encourage networking among AFRA Members. 

In addition to lectures, the course fostered information exchange by promoting active discussion among
participants. Practical sessions, consisting of hands-on training using computer training facilities were the main
teaching approach. 
 



 

  

Taghrid Atieh 
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INIS Training Seminar in Vienna, Austria in November 2011

The International Atomic Energy Agency will host an INIS Training Seminar on 14 - 16 November 2011 at its 
Headquarters in Vienna, Austria. The training seminar will focus on INIS input preparation, the utilization of
INIS products and services, and on ways to promote the system to users in Member States. 

Training on all aspects of INIS input preparation, submission of non-conventional literature (NCL), usage of 
INIS products and promotion of INIS will be provided during the seminar. 

The training course will consist of lectures in the form of presentations, followed by discussions to allow an
exchange of information. Practical sessions on each specific topic are also planned, together with hands-on 
training using computer training facilities. 

  

Taghrid Atieh 
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INIS 2010 Highlights

2010 was an important year for INIS: it marked four decades of INIS operations, from the time the system
produced its first products in 1970, when it only had 25 members, to the end of 2010, when participation in
INIS reached 124 Member States and 24 international organizations. 

In 2010, an additional 133,770 bibliographic records and 11,528 full text documents were prepared and added
to the database, enabling INIS to provide on line access to over 3.2 million bibliographic references and
260,000 full-text documents. 

The joint INIS/ETDE Thesaurus, Revision 2.3, containing 21.861 valid descriptors and 9.025 forbidden terms
was issued in April 2010. During the year, the INIS multilingual Thesaurus was further improved by adding
around 900 Arabic, Chinese, German, French and Spanish translations of terms. Also, the December 2010
edition of the Joint INIS/ETDE Subject Categories and Scope Descriptions contain four new subject categories;
while 31 others were improved and updated. 

Training, assistance and feedback were provided to a number of INIS centres in 2010, improving all aspects of
their INIS operation capabilities. In particular, special focus on helping member states to enhance their INIS
centres through Capacity Building was given. 

Regarding INIS' online presence, a new INIS website was launched in April 2010 and an INIS search widget
was created in September to enable third-party websites to link to the INIS Database. 

INIS is also very active in the preservation of nuclear information. In 2010, over 2 million pages were digitized
in close cooperation with Member States. A number of IAEA digitization projects and initiatives were also
supported. 

The INIS Atomindex was made available in 2010 to Member States in XML format. Likewise, 702 computer
program packages from the OECD/NEA Data Bank were provided to 25 IAEA Member States, 70 codes
received from the IAEA Member States were dispatched, and 4 new computer packages were received from
IAEA Member States throughout the year. 

To learn about trends and the best practices of leading scientific and technical information systems in the world,
and in order to streamline INIS information management activities, workflows and technologies while
providing a basis for sustaining INIS information management activities to Member States and the IAEA, the
INIS secretariat commissioned a special report from Gartner Inc. 

Lastly, the 35th Consultative Meeting of INIS Liaison Officers was held from 28 to 29 October 2010 in Vienna.
Sixty-eight delegates from 62 members participated. The commitment of INIS Members, the enthusiasm of
INIS staff and a forward-looking strategy has positioned INIS well to meet information needs of today and of
future generations. 

  

Bruna Lecossois 
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INIS Meetings 

Date Name Location Contact

20-21 
October

INIS/ETDE Joint Technical Committee Meeting IAEA, Vienna, 
Austria

D.Savic

14-16 
November

INIS Training Seminar in Vienna IAEA, Vienna, 
Austria

T.Atieh

 

NKM Meetings 
Date Name Location Contact

19-22 July To facilitate an International Community of Practice in 
nuclear knowledge management (ICoP)

IAEA, Vienna, 
Austria

U.Ugbor

8-26 August School of Nuclear Energy Management Trieste, Italy Y.Yanev

5-9 
September

School of Nuclear Knowledge Management Trieste, Italy M.Sbaffoni

3-6 October Fast Reactor Knowledge Preservation Initiative IAEA, Vienna, 
Austria

A.Pryakhin

17-20 
October

Regional and Interregional Networks for Education and 
Training in Nuclear Science and Technology (LANENT)

TBD M.Sbaffoni

9-11 
November

Produce a Guidance Document on the Status of Policies and 
Strategies in Nuclear Higher Education

IAEA, Vienna, 
Austria

M.Sbaffoni

14-18 
November

Regional and interregional networks for education and 
training in nuclear science and technology (ANENT)

TBD K.Hanamitsu

5-8 
December

Networking for nuclear education, and standarizing curricula 
and subjects contents for nuclear subjects

IAEA, Vienna, 
Austria

M.Sbaffoni

3Q Establishing a Regional Hub for Education and Training in 
KUSTAR

UAE U.Ugbor
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