
 

1  

   

IAEA-CN-184/72 

Implementation of  Safeguards Obligations in the Republic of Moldova 

 

Maria Corfanenco 

 

National Agency for Regulation of Nuclear and Radiological Activities  

Chişinău, Republic of Moldova  

 

 

Email Address:  
Corfanenco@hotmail.com 

Abstract 

 
The Republic of Moldova has joined the Treaty on the Non – proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) in 

October 1994 and subsequently has ratified the IAEA Safeguards Agreement and Small Quantities Protocol 

(SQP) in March 2006. 

In march 2007 an independent regulatory authority has been created in the Republic of Moldova – the 

National Agency for Regulation of Nuclear and Radiological Activities (National Agency). 

In order to implement the revised standard text of the SQP, the National Agency has worked out the 

Presidential decree on authorization to sign the Amendments to the SQP to the Agreement between the 

Government and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) for the Application of Safeguards in 

Connection with the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons which was signed by the 

President of Republic of Moldova on 13.03.2010. 

Following the provisions of the decree the Director of the National Agency has signed the Amendments to 

SQP and has sent the letter to the IAEA through the Ministry of External Affairs and European Integration. 

When the IAEA will acknowledge the Republic of Moldova on the receipt of the signed Amendments to the 

SQP, a draft Law on ratifying the Amendments will be submitted to the Parliament for adoption.  

The Republic of Moldova has established and maintains a state system of accountancy and control of 

radioactive sources and of small quantities of nuclear materials. 

This poster comprises information on the existing in the Republic of Moldova infrastructure (legal and 

institutional) for implementing safeguards obligations, and on necessary future activities to strengthen the 

State system for meeting the safeguards obligations. 

1. Introduction  
 

Under the NPT the Republic of Moldova has committed to three main objectives: preventing the 

proliferation of nuclear weapons; pursuing nuclear disarmament; and promoting the peaceful uses of 

nuclear energy.  

In order to verify that a state is living up to its international undertakings not to use nuclear programmes for 

nuclear weapons purposes, the IAEA is applying a set of activities called Safeguards.  

Considering that there in the country are no nuclear facilities and only limited quantities of nuclear material, 

in March 2006 Moldova has ratified the IAEA Safeguards agreement and SQP. 

The revised standard text of the SQP has been signed by the Director of the National Agency and has been 

sent recently to the IAEA through the official channels. 

Under the revised text of the SQP the Republic of Moldova will have additional following obligations: 

 to submit initial reports on nuclear material; 

 to inform the Agency once a decision to build a nuclear facility is taken, and to 

 permit inspection activities. 

 

Strengthened safeguards can only be fully implemented in States that have in force both a comprehensive 

safeguards agreement and an additional protocol. The National Agency evaluates its capabilities for signing 

and implementing the provisions of the Additional Protocol and a decision in this respect will be taken in 

the nearest futures.  

Under Additional Protocol, Republic of Moldova will be required to provide the IAEA with expanded 

declaration, and grant the IAEA broader rights of access to safeguards relevant locations and enable it to 

use the most advanced verification technologie. 
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2. Legal and institutional framework. 
 

2.1 Legal framework for the implementation of safeguards obligations: 
 

 Treaty on the Non – proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
1
; 

 Agreement between the Government and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) for the 

Application of Safeguards in connection with the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 

Weapons
2
; 

 Agreement on the Privileges and Immunities of the IAEA
3
; 

 Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material 
4
; 

 Amendment to the Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material
5
; 

 Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management and on the Safety of Radioactive Waste 

Management
6
; 

 International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism
7
; 

 United Nations (UN) Security Council resolutions 1540; 

 Code of Conduct on the Safety and Security of Radioactive Sources; 

 Code of Practice on the International Transboundary Movement of Radioactive Waste; 

 Law on the control of export, re-export, import and transit of strategic goods, nr. 1163-XIV of 

26.07.2000;  

 Law on safe deployment of nuclear and radiological activities, nr.111 –XVI of 11.05.2006; 

 Criminal Code, nr.218 of 24.10.2008; 

 Governmental decree on National System of control of export, re-export, import and transit of 

strategic goods, nr. 606 of 15.05.2002; 

 Governmental decree on approval of the Regulation on state control and supervision of nuclear and 

radiological activities, nr. 1220 of 30.10.2008; 

 Governmental decree on National Register of radiation sources and of the authorized natural and 

legal persons, nr. 1017 of 01.09.2008; 

 Governmental decree on approval of the Regulation on authorization of nuclear and radiological 

activities, nr. 212 of 13.03.2009. 

 

2.2 Institutional framework for the implementation of safeguards obligations:   
           

1) Regulatory body - National Agency for Regulation of Nuclear and Radiological Activities, created by 

Governmental Decree nr. 328 of 23.03.2007 as an independent authority under the auspices of the Ministry 

of the Environment.  

The number of the personnel assigned -14 persons.  

The main activities of the regulatory body related to the implementation of safeguards obligation: 

 development of legislation and regulations on nuclear and radiological activities; 

 evaluation and authorization of the nuclear and radiological activities; 

 state control and supervision of the nuclear and radiological activities; 

 maintaining  of the National Register of radiation sources and of the authorized natural and legal 

persons; 

 reporting to the IAEA on safeguards implementation; 

 monitoring of the implementation of international treaties to which the Republic of Moldova is a 

party; 

 international cooperation. 

 

2) Interdepartmental Commission on the control of export, re-export, import and transit of strategic goods. 

The main function of the Commission is to authorize export, re-export, import and transit of strategic goods. 

A further formal co-operation will be developed between the regulatory body and the Interdepartmental 

Commission on the control of export, re-export, import and transit of strategic goods. 
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3. Main activities for implementing nuclear safeguards      
 

3.1 System of accounting for and control of nuclear materials 

 

The effectiveness and efficiency of the Agency safeguards depend, to a large extent, on the effectiveness of 

State system of accounting for and control Nuclear material.
8
  

Establishing and maintaining of the efficient national control of nuclear material and activities is in the 

interest of each country as it contributes to the deterrence and detection of theft or misuse of nuclear 

material, thereby contributing to the security of nuclear material and combating illicit trafficking. 

Under article 7 of the Agreement between the Government and the IAEA for the Application of Safeguards 

in connection with the NPT (IAEA INFCIRC/690), the Republic of Moldova has established and maintains 

a system of accounting and control of all nuclear material subject to safeguards. 

According to the Governmental decree nr. 1017 of 01.09.2008, the legal and natural persons are obliged to: 

 keep records of the nuclear materials; 

 organize annual inventory of nuclear materials; 

 inform annually the National Agency on the presence, location, quantity, export, import, storage 

(temporary or permanent ) of the nuclear materials; 

 inform the National Agency within three days about the changes in the presence, location, quantity, 

export, import, (temporary or permanent) of the nuclear materials, and  

 inform urgently the National Agency and other competent authorities about the loss of control of 

the nuclear material. 

The National Agency has created and maintains the National Register of radioactive sources and of the 

nuclear material in electronic and hard copy format. On the basis of the mentioned Governmental decree the 

National Agency has organized the inventory of the existing in the Republic of Moldova radiation sources 

and of nuclear material, and in 2007 the first national report on the small quantities of nuclear material has 

been submitted to the IAEA. The national report on small quantities of nuclear material is presented by 

National Agency to the IAEA at the end of each year. 

        

3.2 Export/import control and prevention of non-authorized use of nuclear materials 
 

Export and import control of nuclear materials and dual-use commodities is an important component of the 

safeguards system. 

The law on the control of export, re-export, import and transit of strategic goods defines the legal basis        

for activities of state bodies, legal and natural persons of the Republic of Moldova in the field of 

import/export control. 

The Republic of Moldova applies the provisions of the Code of Conduct on the Safety and Security of 

Radioactive Sources and of the Code of Practice on the International Transboundary Movement of 

Radioactive Waste. 

In order to stop unauthorized access to the nuclear material, our stakeholders with technical assistance from 

IAEA, United States Department of Energy, European Union TACIS Program, has already taken a set of 

measures to strengthen the physical protection capabilities of the facilities.  

A Memorandum of Understanding has been signed between the National Agency and Custom Control 

Service. The Memorandum provides for operational information of the National Agency about trasboundary 

movement of nuclear material. A Memorandum of Understanding will be also developed and signed with 

Intelligence Service and other relevant public authorities. 

The National Agency participates in the IAEA Illicit Trafficking Database (ITDB). The ITDB provides 

valuable information on nuclear trafficking, thefts and losses, and other unauthorized activities involving 

nuclear and other radioactive materials. 

Following the ratification of the International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism, 

the Republic of Moldova has developed and adopted amendments to the Criminal Code in order to 

criminalize offences related to nuclear terrorism.  

Amendments were prepared also to the Code on offences in order to provide for punishment of less grave 

offences in the field of nuclear and radiological activities. 
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4. Conclusion: 
 

The Republic of Moldova has developed the overall legal and institutional framework for the 

implementation of safeguards obligations. Efforts should be continued to strengthen the application of 

safeguards obligations, i.e. to: 

  

 Finalize the procedure for the implementation of revised text of SQP; 

 

 Initiate the procedure for the ratification of the Additional Protocol; 

 

 Revise the List of the strategic goods in order to comply with the List provided by the Additional 

Protocol; 

 

 Revise national legislation and develop regulations to address physical protection and illicit 

trafficking in a manner consistent with relevant international instruments; 

 

 Define the domestic threat, and assess its vulnerability with respect to this threat for the high 

activity sources used within the territory of the Republic of Moldova; 

 

 Upgrade Detection Capabilities at Borders to control any illegal movement of radioactive materials 

through the borders and provide training to border inspectors; 

 

 Allocate adequate human, technical and financial resources to the regulatory body to implement 

safeguards obligations in an efficient way, and to the national law enforcement bodies responsible 

for addressing illicit trafficking; 

 

 Establish and periodically exercise plans for responding to incidents of illicit trafficking, including, 

where practicable, plans for coordinating with neighboring States and international and regional 

organization. 

 

 

 

 

 

References: 

                                                      
1
 The Parliament Decision on ratification, nr. 1623-XII of 26.10.93 (Official Monitor  (OM nr.11/344 of 30.11.1993); 

2
Law on ratification nr. 41 of 02.03.2006 (OM nr. 47-50/204 din 24.03.2006); 

3
 Law on ratification nr. 36-XVI of 28.02.2008 (OM nr.57-60/191 of 21.03.2008); 

4
 The Parliament Decision on ratification nr. 1450-XII of 28.01.98 (OM nr. 14-15/74 din 26.02.1998); 

5
 Law on ratification nr. 85-XVI of 24.04.2008 (OM  nr.88-89/320 of 20.05.2008); 

6
 Law on ratification nr. 111-XVII of 18.12.2009 (OM nr. 31.12.2009); 

7
 Law on ratification nr.20-XVI of 21.02.2008 (OM nr. 51-54/163 of 14.03.2008); 

8
 IAEA Safeguards Conclusions for 2009. 


