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Introduction 
This year was a year of hope for change. We attempted to become one of the laboratories 
of the "Road Map of National Research Infrastructure'' of the Ministry of Science and 
Higher Education (MNiSW) of Poland. At the beginning of the year we were informed by 
the MNiSW that we had passed the first selection with the suggestion that we prepare, 
as the next step, a joint project with the H. Niewodniczański Institute of Nuclear Physics 
of the Polish Academy of Science (IFJ) in Cracow. On the 21st of April the Rector of 
the University of Warsaw and the director of IFJ created the consortium "National Cy-
clotron Laboratory", signing an agreement between our two institutions. In this way the 
two largest nuclear physics institutes in Poland, with two operating cyclotrons (a proton 
cyclotron in Cracow and the heavy-ion cyclotron in Warsaw) and two others becoming 
operational within the next two years, united their efforts and prepared a common project 
devoted to fundamental research in nuclear physics and its medical applications. Unfor-
tunately. our project was not selected for the "Road Map" — a decision of the MNiSW 
incomprehensible to us. Since such a document must be regularly updated we will continue 
our efforts to find a place on the national "Road Map". 

Despite our lack of success in our own country, on the European level our laboratory 
was recognised by the Nuclear Physics European Collaboration Committee (NuPECC). 
This important international body released in December the "NuPECC Long Range Plan 
2010, Perspectives of Nuclear Physics in Europe". Our laboratory is listed among other 
European small scale facilities with the recommendation — "These national and other 
university based facilities are needed for specific experimental programmes, development 
and testing of new instruments and to provide education of next-generation researchers 
from university groups". 

It was not an easy year for experimentalists. In the spring the new Supernanogan 
ECR ion source was installed and during the installation period beam from the cyclotron 
was not available for users. The source was commissioned in May but its coupling with 
the cyclotron requires some additional changes to the cyclotron injection system. These 
will be introduced in summer 2011 and accelerated beams from the new source should be 
available for experiments in the second half of 2011. 

Due to the installation of the new source, the spring experimental campaign was 
limited to a few weeks in June and the beginning of July. Nevertheless, we would like to 
welcome new users — a group of physicists from the University of Ioannina, Greece, led 
by Prof. Athena Pakou and an international team led by Dr. Marcus Scheck. 

In September, construction work on new buildings for the Faculties of Physics. Biology 
and Chemistry started in earnest in the immediate neighbourhood of our laboratory. This 
caused many unexpected cuts in the power and water supplies and. in addition, some 
flooding in the basement of our building. We were therefore forced to limit our activity 
and postpone a series of planned experiments to the first half of 2011. 

Fortunately, in October we were still able to run some simple experiments for the 6th 
edition of the Polish Workshop on Acceleration and Applications of Heavy Ions, a one 
week event for undergraduate students from Polish universities. From 2011 onwards, this 
activity will be extended — we will organise an annual two-week workshop for students 
from abroad within the framework of the Erasmus — LLP Intensive Programme. This 
initiative has received the necessary funding from the Polish National Agency of Erasmus 
— the Foundation for the Development of the Educational System Lifelong Learning 
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Programme. The workshop will be organised jointly with the University of Sofia. Bulgaria, 
and the University of Huelva, Spain. 

It does not happen every year so I would like to mention that the Heavy Ion Laboratory 
co-organised an international conference, the 17th Nuclear Physics Workshop "Marie L 
Pierre Curie". The general subject was "Symmetry and symmetry breaking in nuclear 
physics". The conference took place in Kazimierz Dolny, from 22nd till 26th of September 
and attracted about seventy scientists from various countries. 

Our PhD students are among the best at the University of Warsaw. Katarzyna 
Hadyńska-Klęk was awarded a prestigious research scholarship funded by the European 
Social Fund in the framework of the Human Capital Programme. 

The greatest news came at the end of the year — our project "Purchase and installation 
of two HF generators for the Warsaw U-200P cyclotron" obtained full funding from the 
MNiSW. Thus, by the end of 2013 we should have exchanged our very old and worn 
out generators by new ones. After almost twenty years of constant activity this message 
brings a new lease of life to our laboratory. 

Prof. Krzysztof Rusek, Director of HIL 


