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Abstract 
 
This paper gives a brief overview of important aspects of the recently implemented NORM 
ordinance in the Austrian Radiation Protection Legislation. It describes first experiences from 
pilot studies and dose assessments in this field. 
 
The field of application of this ordinance is defined by a list of work activities which might 
cause a significant increase in the exposure of workers and of members of the public. This list 
includes work activities, which potentially increase the exposure due to radon or uranium, 
thorium and their progenies and work activities, where residues with elevated levels of natural 
radionuclides may lead to a significant increase in the exposure of workers and the public. 
 
The first level of a dose assessment is the determination of activity concentrations in 
materials. It is assumed that the dose of workers does not exceed 1 mSv per year, if the 
activity concentrations of natural radionuclides are below 1 Bq/g. A notification of the 
workplace to the radiation protection authority is sufficient in this case. Otherwise a detailed 
dose assessment considering all relevant exposure pathways has to be performed as well as 
radiation protection measures and organisational measures, if needed. If the results of the dose 
assessment show higher levels than 6 mSv per year, radiation protection measures like 
personal dosimeters and periodical medical examination and reporting to the radiation 
protection authority are obligatory;.  
 
A similar dose assessment procedure has to be applied for residues. The residues are allowed 
to be disposed as conventional waste, as long as the dose assessment shows a dose lower than 
1 mSv per year. Otherwise the residues have to be treated as radioactive waste. Only 
accredited or certified institutions may perform authorised dose assessments. 
 
The Austrian Agency for Food and Health Safety performed pilot studies in this field for 
getting more experience in the field of dose assessment and to get an overview of the impacts 
of the new legislation. The focus was set on the exposure due to uranium and thorium and 
their progenies as well as due to the inhalation of Rn-222 in working fields like water 
treatment or mines for example. 
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