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After many years in the economic doldrums the world's uranium industry is undergoing a 
renaissance. The recent rapid price increase for the product and the anticipated market 
shortfalls in supply of yellowcake have are responsible for this. There is now a rush of new 
activity: abandoned mines from a previous era are being re-examined for their potential to be 
re-opened; planning for exploitation of known but undeveloped uranium deposits is 
proceeding at a rapid pace in many countries new to uranium mining; and finally worldwide 
exploration activity for uranium is expanding at a great rate with more than 400 companies 
now claiming to be involved in the uranium mining market. All of there activities have 
significant implications the radiation protection profession. At every stage of the uranium 
production cycle, from exploration to mining and processing through to remediation there are 
requirements for proper radiation protection procedures and regulation. The long period of 
reduced activity in uranium mining has meant that few young people have been joining the 
industry over the past 20 years. There is now a shortage of trained and experienced radiation 
protection professionals associated with the mining industry that cannot be overcome 
overnight. The paper discusses the development of this situation and the various strategies 
that are being put in place around the world to improve the situation. In particular the 
International Atomic Energy Agency has been working with radiation protection authorities 
and uranium mining industry representatives from around the world to address the issue. The 
latest developments in this project will be described and the future plans described. 
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