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Abstract 
The uranium exploration activity in Western Australia has increased significantly in the last 
two years.  Total identified uranium resources in 2005 were in order of 100,000 tonnes of 
U3O8

• Traveling on dusty roads in open vehicles, 

 in 2005 and it is likely that more uranium deposits will be found in the State.  The 
exploration activity is typically carried out in very remote locations in Western Australia and, 
frequently, on the land that is subject to the Australian Native Title Act (1993) – in the areas 
where the potential radiation exposure of the Traditional Land Owners has to be considered. 
 
Aboriginal groups are an integral part of dynamic ecosystems, for whom to separate ‘man’ 
from ‘nature’ is a convention with little meaning when dealing with environmental impact, 
and this needs to be taken into account by uranium exploration companies.  
Indigenous peoples’ potential exposure to radiation as a result of uranium exploration cannot 
be simply modeled based on common assumptions.  Indigenous people may be at a higher 
risk of radiation exposure at uranium exploration sites that may not have been adequately 
rehabilitated due to, for example: 

• Sitting on the ground, living and sleeping in temporary structures with earth floors, 
• Lack of adequate washing facilities, eating local biota and cooking in the ground, 
• Recreational activities (particularly by children).  

 
The radiation protection regulations in Western Australia are complex and somewhat 
confusing as there are three State government departments administering different regulations 
that may be applicable to uranium exploration. 
 
To facilitate the co-operation with exploration companies and government departments 
Traditional Owners must be properly advised on safety and environmental effects of uranium 
exploration and it is proposed that an independent ‘Uranium Monitoring Team’ consisting of 
a Traditional Owner and a radiation protection expert is created.   
 
It is believed that the activities of this Team will be mutually beneficial for all stakeholders in 
the process of uranium exploration: 

• An exploration company will have an independent report on site conditions, both prior 
to the disturbance of land and after site rehabilitation – thus there will be no need for a 
company to carry out measurements that may need to be verified. 

• A government department will not need to send an inspector/auditor to each and every 
uranium exploration site to confirm the adequacy of rehabilitation. 

• Traditional Owners will be assured that rehabilitation was completed to the required 
standard and there are no restrictions in regards to visiting the area and camping on it. 

 
KEYWORDS: indigenous uranium exploration rehabilitation monitoring 
 

                                                 
*  Presenting author ,  E-mai l :  n ick@calyt r ix.b iz  


	P1PCalytrix Consulting Pty Ltd, PO Box 8223, Perth BC, WA, 6849, Australia
	Abstract
	KEYWORDS: indigenous uranium exploration rehabilitation monitoring


