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Abstract 
 
The Pluralist Expertise Group (GEP) concerning the legacy of uranium mines in Limousin 
was created after a joint mission letter from Ministries of environment, industry and health 
(2005). The purpose of this paper is to describe the work of the GEP on impacts and public 
health surveillance.  
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1. Context  
 
In France, as mining and milling operations drew to a close, from the 80s until 2001 (and 
particularly from around 1990 onwards), AREVA-NC has carried out with the administration 
very important work on remediation and rehabilitation of more than 200 sites to assure the 
protection of the population and the environment, with continuous monitoring of the 
environment, which is ongoing. The closure and the remediation over this period has caused 
some concern in the public and NGO's. 
 
The issue is of particular concern in Limousin. 
Among actions taken by the French Government and Regional authorities, the Pluralist 
Expertise Group (GEP) concerning the legacy of uranium mines in Limousin was created 
after a joint mission letter from Ministries of environment, industry and health (2005). The 
group brings together experts from various technical fields (earth sciences, metrology, 
radioecology, radiation protection, public health surveillance ...) including French institutes, 
the industrial operator, local and national NGOs, independent experts and foreign experts. 
 
Three multi-partite working groups (WG) have been set up to discuss the current status and 
management options for the sites: 

• WG 1 : Inventory of substances and transfers in the environment 
• WG 2 : Impact on the environment and the local population and public health 

surveillance 
• WG 3 : Regulations and long-term control and management 

 
The purpose of this paper is to describe the work of WG2 on impacts and surveillance.  
 



The WG 2 draws up a status report of the current situation, both at national and international 
level, for its three topics (impact on the environment, impact on the population and health 
surveillance). 
The work of this multi-partite group will be described, as per the two following paragraphs 
which summarize the state of progress of WG 2's work. 
 
2. Impact on the environment 
 
The characterisation of the radioecological and chemical risk is based on methods developed 
within the framework of European programmes (FASSET, ERICA) and adapted by WG2 for 
the mining context. This involves: 

- In a first stage (screening), quantifying the potential risk of releases from mining 
operations on the scale of a particular catchment area and for a given period.  

- Refining the characterisation of the radioecological risk and/or chemical risk when a 
potential risk is revealed by the screening process. Such refinement is founded, among 
other things, on the implementation of probabilistic methods.  

 
The details of this method and associated results, a first-of-a-kind use of the ERICA 
methodology, will be published in 2008. 
 
3. Health surveillance 
 
The inventory of health surveillance data available in the Limousin region led the InVS 
(health surveillance institute) to propose focussing the WG 2's research on malignant lung 
cancers and leukaemias at an initial stage. Figures on the incidence of cancer in the population 
resident in Limousin are based on data extracted from the Cancer Register of the Limousin 
region.  
The first results obtained are preliminary and aim to be descriptive. During 2008, other data 
sources will be exploited. 
 
The third topic "impact on the population" will be studied during 2008. 
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