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S U M M A R Y

French Polynesia comprises several district groups of islands

in the South Pacific having a total population of 134>0OO and an

area of 5000 square kilometers. The high islands are commonly

volcanic in origin while the lower islands are generally coral.

They lie in the Tropic zone and are generally warm. Rainfall

ranges from a few centimeters per year to as much as 1000.

Because of their volcanic or coral origins, the islands of

French Polynesia are not considered to have a uranium potential.
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A. IMRODUCTION AMD GEHERAL GEOGRAPHY

Geography

French Polynesia is an overseas territory of Prance consisting
of the islands in the central South Pacific ocean, but including also
Clipperton Island in the northern hemisphere. 'These scattered
islands have a population (1975) of 134,100 and an area of 5000 sg km.
The principal groups are the Society, Marquesas, Tubuai or Austral
and Gambier islands and the Tuamotu archipelago. The high islands
such as Tahiti, Bora-Bora and Marquesas consist of ancient volcanic
craters with jagged peaks and ridges cut through by valleys and
drained by short, straight streams and, except in the Marquesas,
with a narrow coastal plain. Usually they have a plentiful tropical
growth, especially in the valleys and a markedly heavier rainfall
on the windward (eastern) side. The low islands are coral or lime-
stone atolls a few feet above sea level, covered with white coral
sand supporting coconut palms and scrub. Both high and low islands
usually have extensive lagoons inside a coral barrier reef. The
prevailing winds are the easterly trades.

Society Islands: Windward Group (lies du vent) - These have
a total area of 1,200 sq km, the chief island being Tahiti (qv).
The islands of this group are all high except Tetiaroa, an atoll
40 km K of Tahiti. -Moorea (l6 km W of Tahiti) is a triangular
island of 140sq kmf whole needle-pointed basalt mountains form a
semicircular amphitheatre facing north. The highest peak is
Mount Tohivea (l,200m ), the tooth-shaped Mount Muaputa ( 830 m )
has hole completely through it near the top. On the northern side
the fiordlike harbours of Papetoai bay and Paopao bay.

The Society Islands (both Windward and Leeward Groups)
consist predominately of high islands with only a few atolls. The
more well known are Tahiti, Moorea, Bora-Bora, Huahine, Raiatea
and Maupita. Other island groups in French Polynesia are Tuamotu
Archipelago, Gambier Islands and the Marquesas Islands.

F̂rench Polynesia covers a very large portion of the South
Pacific in the tropic zone.

The temperatures are 20 to 30 degrees C, during most of the
year. This relatively high temperature is accompanied by rainfall
patterns that may range from only about 50 cm per year on the
leeward sides of the big islands to as much as 1000 cm per year.
Thunderstorms are a frequent occurrence and nearly all islands are
affected by tropical hurricanes at least once a year.
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Access

The main seaport is Papeete and the main air terminal is also
there. Inter-island air transport is available, and six international
airlines serve Tahiti. There are a total of 215 km of hard
surfaced roads and'368 km of stone surfaced roads.

Industry, population and currency

The principal product is copra followed by vanilla, mother of
pearl, ooffee and citrus fruit. Agriculture and livestock are the
main industries, and fishing is of some importance, but exports of
other than those products noted above are minimal.

There is no mining industry known, and no indication that
mineral products of any kind are of importance to French Polynesia.

The population of 134,000 is located mostly in the Papeete,
Tahiti area which is the seat of government for the islands. The
unit currency is the Pacific Franc (CFP) and $US = about 91. CFP.

B. GEOLOGY OP FRENCH POLYNESIA IN RELATION TO
POTENTIALLY FAVOURABLE URANIUM BEARING AREAS

In general the high islands of the Pacific are volcanic in
origin and probably basaltic. The low islands are generally built
up of coral or limestone. Neither basalt nor coral has been, con-
sidered a good host or source rock for uranium although a few
limestones are found, and has in other parts of the world been a
host rock for uranium.

There is no known mining industry or mineralization on any of
the islands of French Polynesia.

C PAST EXPLORATION

There has been no known exploration for uranium carried out
in French Polynesia. However, the French interest in uranium
world wide and among its possessions must have at one time prompted
at least a cursory examination of the islands.

D. URANIUM OCCURRENCES AM) RESOURCES

There are no known uranium occurrences in French Polynesia,
and no uranium resources have evsr been reported.

E. PRESENT STATUS OF EXPLORATION

There is no known uranium exploration being carried out in
French Polynesia.
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P. POTEMIAL FOR JJEW,DISCOVERIES

There is no known mineralization of any kind in French Polynesia,
although the high islands are volcanic in origin. But being volcanic
in origin may also mean that they are "basaltic and so maybe neither
host rock nor source rock for uranium., The potential for new
discoveries is estimated to "be nil and the uranium potential of
French Polynesia is zero.
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