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Society's concerns have led to changes in the legal framework towards a greater requirement 
for public information and participation in decision-making processes.  
International organisations such as the OECD/NEA and the IAEA have also made similar 
changes.  
 
Moving towards expertise sharing is a development that demands a real change of culture on 
the part of all players, putting technical issues as part of a broader process of evaluation and 
decision-making. 
 
Which evolutions are necessary to the way Technical Support Organisations work to 
introduce a fourth player – the population representatives – in controlling radiological and 
nuclear risk ? 
 
Developing experimental expert assessment processes involving parts of civil society that 
both sides can learn from one another is the core of IRSN's strategy for opening its expertise 
to civil society. In this perspective a dedicated team is responsible for carrying out actions in 
consultation with stakeholders from civil society.  
 
Two pluralistic assessment groups have been set up on radiological protection issues, and 
their innovative method of operation is worth highlighting. 
Another participative action is the development jointly with the Local Committees in the 
Loire Valley of methods of collecting environmental monitoring data. 
 
An internal network dedicated to stakeholder involvement has also been set up to accompany 
and promote this new approach internally. 
IRSN is currently elaborating a charter which will make public its commitments to the society 
related to stakeholder’s involvement. 
Finally IRSN also intends to take advantage of existing experiences elsewhere and has been 
working for three years with four other assessments agencies in France in the frame of health 
and environmental risks about this new challenge : involving civil society in the assessments 
preceding the decision-making. 
 
 

KEYWORDS: Openness to Society – Technical support organisation – 
Stakeholder involvement - Local liaison committee 

 
 


	"Involvement of stakeholders in the work of Technical Support Organisation :
	a strategy to learn together a new way of working"

