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The policy established by the National Government of Argentina in August 2006 related to resuming 
the Nuclear activity in the country, lead the CNEA trough the Exploration of Raw Materials Manager 
(ERMM) to establish working strategies for the next 10 years. These strategies together with the 
assignment of an adequate budget will contribute to define new uranium resources, which together 
with the already known ones, will be used to supply the requirements of Nuclear Power and Research 
Plants in the future. Thus, the ERMM is applying a policy of human resources hiring new personnel in 
order to count with the minimum necessary workforce to reach these tasks. In Argentina known U 
resources are related to sedimentary, igneous and metamorphic environments. Considering the 
geology of the different regions, Argentina has been divided into 57 units in which the geological, 
geochemical, mineralogical and structural information is evaluated in order to estimate the uranium 
geological favorability of each unit. The final pursuit of this regional study is to circumscribe new 
areas with anomalous uranium contents in which prospection and exploration should be carried out. 
These studies together with prospection and exploration works are performed in the country by four 
exploration centers based in Salta (RN), Cordoba (R.Ce), Mendoza (R.Cu) and Trelew (RP). The 
works planned for each exploration center includes:  
Regional Noroeste, Mina Franca Deposit: peri-granitic vein- type mineralization: 25% of surface 
exploration has been performed. Mineralized areas: Istataco and San Buenaventura correspond to an 
igneous-metamorphic environment, Sierra de Vaquería to a sedimentary one: Prospection stage. 
Regional Centro, Mineralized areas: El Gallo: drilling stage and Donato: prospection stage, 
correspond to an igneous-metamorphic environment with intra and peri-granitic anomalies. Noya: 
prospection stage, sedimentary environment. 
Regional Cuyo, Mineralized area: Western Sierra Pintada: prospection stage, volcano-sedimentary 
environment. Neuquina Basin area: prospection stage. Uranium anomalies hosted by sedimentary 
deposits. This area is being tested for the application of in-situ leaching techniques (LIS). 
Regional Patagonia, East Pichiñán uranium District: it includes the Cerro Solo, El Ganso, Puesto 
Alvear, El Molino and Arroyo Perdido deposits hosted by sedimentary rocks.  Exploration drilling and 
reserve evaluation are currently being developed in Cerro Solo, whereas exploration drilling is carried 
out in the other deposits. Laguna Colorada deposit: Corresponds to a volcano-sedimentary 
environment: an exploration-drilling program has been planned for this area. Mineralized areas 
Mirasol Norte, El Cruce, El Picahueso, La Salteada, El Curioso, Meseta Cuadrada, Sierra Cuadrada 
Norte and Sierra Cuadrada Sur, hosted by sedimentary rocks and Cerro Chivo, hosted by volcano-
sedimentary rocks. Different stages of surface exploration are being performed in these areas. 
Mineralized areas Laguna Sirven and Primavera, calcrete-type of mineralization, are being explored 
by means of trenches. 
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