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Abstract 

The State of Qatar has become a member State of IAEA since 1974.  Later the 
Department of Industrial Development (DID) became the focal point and the 
competent authority regarding all aspects of the peaceful application of Nuclear 
Technology.   

In July, 2000 the Supreme Council was established and charged with all matters 
related to environmental protection. The Supreme Council joined the IAEA 
Projects on upgrading radiation protection infrastructure in West Asia region. A 
preliminary research was initiated to discover where radiation sources are being 
used, and the legal framework, if any, to regulate their use. The research indicated 
that Radiation sources were being used in the industrial practices (well logging, 
industrial radiography and nuclear gauges) and in medical practices (mainly 
diagnostic radiology). The research also indicated that there was virtually no legal 
framework to regulate them. 

In less than five years, the State of Qatar was able to issue the radiation 
protection law, three sets of regulations, namely: Radiation Protection Regulations, 
Radioactive Waste Management Regulations and the Safe Transport of Radioactive 
Materials Regulation.  In addition, several specific regulations related to radiation 
work, dose limits and radiation protection officers were issued. A radiation 
Protection Department, comprising three sections was established.  We are 
providing individual exposure monitoring for most of the radiation workers in the 
public sector and some in the private sector.  We have set up a proper licensing and 
inspections procedures, where our inspectors are enforcing the law.   

More recently, we established an early warning network for nuclear or 
radiological emergencies, consisting of 6 transportable stations, five mobile stations 
and two navigating stations. This year, the network was augmented with five fixed 
station and an advanced early warning centre, which provides early warning via 
multiple means (MMS, Fax, E-mail and audio alarms). 

Last year we signed a nuclear security agreement for cooperation with IAEA. 
Based on this agreement, the Agency assisted the state of Qatar to establish a very 
comprehensive boarder monitoring network, covering all land, sea and air ports. 
The information from all monitors is transferred in real time to two centres; one at 
the Ministry of Interior, while the being the early warning centre at the Supreme 
Council. 

The Supreme Council is currently considering, with the assistance of IAEA, 
establishing a regional training centre of excellence for radiation protection.  
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