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Abstract 

Since 1997, IRSN conducts a yearly survey designed to understand how 
the French population perceives risk: the IRSN barometer. In this survey, 30 
risks are investigated from three different angles:  

- seriousness of the risk, 
- trust in the authorities, 
- credibility of information given about these risks. 
The 30 risks include situations widely covered by the media (traffic 

accidents, smoking, alcohol, etc.), as well as situations of which the public 
can be unaware (such as radon in homes) and situations perceived as low 
risk (X-rays, noise, etc.). The list includes nuclear power plants, nuclear 
waste storage, Chernobyl pollution impacts, chemical industries, chemical 
waste, transportation of hazardous chemicals, etc  

Statistical analysis of the answers highlighted five groups of risks in 
relation with a common rationale of perception by the French people. This 
will be presented as the first part of the paper. The conclusion will show that 
the risk perceptions of the French population are not at all versatile. Their 
perception logic is based on the perceived seriousness of the risk, on their 
“trust in the protective measures taken by the French authorities” and on the 
perceived credibility of information.  

Risk perception varies greatly with age, gender, culture and level of 
education. We know this with the IRSN Barometer and others opinion pools. 
However, few surveys are carried out among experts in risk. Do they have a 
different perception of risk from the general public? It’s the subject of a 
study entitled PERPLEX (Perception of Risk by the Public and Experts) 
who was realized in October 2004. This will be presented in the second part 
of the paper. The same question can be asked for the population who live 
near a nuclear power plant or other nuclear facility. So, in November 2007, 
318 residents in the vicinity of twenty nuclear facility have answered at the 
IRSN’s annual barometer questionnaire. 

 
The results of these three surveys will be presented in the paper.  
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An example of results of Perplex study : 
 

 
Figure 1. Classification comparison of the average answers between general public and experts : the 
public and experts rank situations in substantially the same order, with a few exceptions. 
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