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The Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management and the Safety of Radioactive 
Waste Management, namely the Joint Convention, had been established in 1997.  The objective 
of the Convention is to achieve and maintain  a high level of safety worldwide in that fields to 
ensure that there are effective defenses against potential hazards so that individuals, society and 
the environment are protected from the harmful effects of ionizing radiation and to prevent 
accidents with radiological consequences and to mitigate their consequences. The Parties to the 
Convention intend to achieve this objective by international cooperation, peer reviews of each 
other's performance, assistance when needed for states with less developed programmes and 
capabilities and the use of internationally accepted standards of safety. 
 
The Joint Convention is rooted in the discussions held previously to the establishment of the 
Convention of the Nuclear Safety that had taken place in the period 1993-1994. The idea of a 
Convention on the Safety of waste management evolved since then, getting its final status in 
November 1997 after seven meetings of a specially appointed working group of outstanding 
specialists on the subject. After that, it was needed three years more until the number of the 
ratifying States, that then became Contracting Parties, to get the condition that let the Convention 
to enter into force: ninety days after the date of deposit with the Depositary of the twenty-fifth 
instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval, including the instruments of fifteen States 
having an operational nuclear power plant.  
 
The First Review Meeting was held three years after it entered into force, in November 2003, 
with the attendance of 33 Parties that presented their National Reports. The second review 
meeting was held in May 2006. Forty-one Contracting Parties participated in the Second Review 
Meeting. There is then, a constant evolution in the number of Contracting Parties. Its present 
status is 47? Contracting Parties, having all the states with nuclear power plants ratified this Joint 
Convention. 
 
Concluding, it could be stated that the Joint Convention is the first legal instrument to address on 
a global scale safety issues concerning the management of spent fuel and radioactive waste. Its 
scope concerns not only those States with major nuclear power programmes but also those that 



use radiation sources only in medicine and industry. The constant evolving number of 
Contracting Parties reinforces the vision of the JC as a global instrument, with continuing 
increasing the number of Contracting Parties, and then its value, as an incentive Convention can 
be highlighted as: 
  
Review meetings provide the opportunity to compare and discuss problems that arise in 
attempting to achieve safety goals, which are set out in the Convention’s Articles. 
Waste safety approaches that are not recommended are brought to light and approaches that have 
worked well are shared among Contracting Parties. 
 
Besides, as expressed by Mr. André-Claude Lacoste, France, President of the 2nd Review 
Meeting: “Behind the convention, there is a hope that when reasonable people convene and 
discuss, they should, step by step, come to some kind of common approach.". 


