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This paper deals with matters concerning so called "small TPL risks", in particular third party liability
insurance for damages caused by the operation of ionising radiation sources used in the
radiopharmaceutical industry, medical research, accelerators, roentgen machines in hospitals,
defectoscopes etc. in the Slovak Republic.

The main reason for the demand for such insurance was the introduction of a new act related to radiation
protection. Commercial insurance companies have no extensive experience with the insurance of ionising
radiation and were not prepared to cover such a specific risk. Therefore, the Slovak Nuclear Insurance
Pool (SNIP) decided to expand its portfolio by writing this risk in 2004. The writing of this risk through SNIP
has several advantages for its Members, the most important being saving costs, using centralised expert
know-how and the absence of the necessity to take recourse to reinsurance.

Radiation protection, contrary to nuclear third party liability, falls within the competence of the Health Board
in the Slovak Republic. This means that different legislation is in place and different authorities are
responsible. This paper comprises a brief history of the development of legislation and competences
related to ionising radiation.

The premium for this risk is calculated on the basis of tariff rates depending on the category of risk. These
categories are defined in a report on radiation protection of the object to be insured, which is provided by a
specialized broker. The paper furthermore includes the methodology of ranking ionising radiation sources:
classification in accordance with the type of ionising radiation source, the level of radiation protection, the
positioning of ionising radiation sources or the frequency and number of the movement of third parties in
the controlled area.

Nowadays SNIP tries to expand the insurance of ionising radiation to include, apart from risks in the
medical sphere, risks in the industry (railways, iron industry) where a large number of potential clients
exist. We try to increase the legal awareness.
Finally this paper comprises some examples of areas of such insurance.
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