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ABSTRACT 
 

The number of facilities reaching their lifetime is increasing and drawing the attention of operators, 
regulators, public and other interested parties (potential users of the site after decommissioning) on the 
importance of adequate planning, funding and implementation of decommissioning activities in 
compliance with regulatory requirements and criteria. Specific attention is required for small facilities that 
have been used for research purposes and in most cases state owned by and dependent on state funding. 
With the current tendency for expansion of the nuclear industry such small facilities could become less of 
importance for the operators which can increase the probability that these facilities become abandoned, 
hazardous and imposing undue burden to future generations. This concern is more related to countries 
with limited human and financial resources at the operating organizations and the regulatory body. 

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has been working on the; (i) establishment of 
internationally recognized safety standards on decommissioning and (ii) providing Member States with 
assistance on the application of these standards. The recent international conference on Lessons Learned 
from the Decommissioning of Nuclear Facilities and the Safe Termination of Practices (Athens, Greece, 
2006) has demonstrated that the set of IAEA standards is almost complete and that the International 
Action Plan on Decommissioning (2004), that is addressing decommissioning of small facilities, is being 
successfully implemented. However the need for further assistance on decommissioning of small facilities 
in countries with limited resources was also recognized and the Agency is planning its future work in this 
field. 

The IAEA also addresses the needs of “small” nuclear countries that have only a limited number of 
nuclear facilities, e.g. a research reactor, in its “Research Reactor Decommissioning Demonstration 
Project” (R²D²P. The Philippine Research Reactor (PRR-1) was selected as a model for the demonstration 
of decommissioning of a research reactor, including “hands-on” demonstrations. The regulatory 
framework and the overall decommissioning approach have already been addressed in this project. The 
characterization survey and the decommissioning plan will follow. In addition it is planned to complement 
the project with a demonstration of the transfer from operation to decommissioning on the example of 
High Flux Australian Reactor. 

This paper summarizes the outcomes of the Athens conference and the outcomes of the ongoing 
international projects on Evaluation and Demonstration of Safety during Decommissioning of Nuclear 
Facilities (DeSa) and the Research Reactor Decommissioning Demonstration Project (R2D2P) that are 
related to the decommissioning of small facilities. It also presents the planned IAEA work in this field 
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