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Overview

The Department of Training and Consulting is regularly serving secondary schools’ pupils and teachers, 

university students and the public. As usual, we have been visited by over 5000 visitors, mainly students from 

secondary schools in Poland. In this contest, it is worth to mention the organization of the two 3-days Workshops 

“On the nuclear energy from the very basics”, aimed to offer the teachers of secondary schools general 

understanding of the problems connected with nuclear energy. The Workshops were organized in collaboration 

with the International Atomic Energy Agency and Polish Atomic Agency. Also two other one-day courses on the 

nuclear radiation were organized for teachers from rather remote parts of Poland. In the teachers’ opinion all 

these events were very successful.  

The Department is constantly developing experiments that can be conducted by students of secondary 

schools and universities, as well as by professionals.  At the moment there are about 20 experiments available for 

the guests of the Department. They cover the measurements of lifetimes, essential elements of radioprotection, 

absorption of radiation in various materials, excitation of fluorescence radiation, influence of magnetic field on 

beta radiation as well as on electrons emitted from a  typical electron gun, Compton scattering and elements of 

gamma spectroscopy, search for radioactive pollutions etc. A new task of preparing some experiments to be 

driven through the internet was put forward. It is hoped that this project will end within 2008. 

For the second time the Department has organized (together with the Institute of Physics of the Polish 

Academy of Sciences, Warsaw) “The Physical Pathways” competition for the students of secondary schools. The 

students could choose one of three possibilities (even all of them): either to submit a scientific paper, or to 

present demonstration of a physical phenomena, or to write an essay on the connection between physics and the 

development of civilization. They could also submit the work prepared by the team of up to 3 persons. The level 

of the competition turned out to be very high and no less 22 prizes of various ranks had to be awarded. 

The Department participates actively in the Science Festivals and Picnics for general public. In 2007, our 

team was present during the Science Festivals in Warsaw, Olecko and Siedlce. In all these events, in addition to 

the series of lectures, many simple demonstrations of the properties of nuclear radiation as well as the simulator 

of the nuclear reactor control were presented. The Department was also taking part and showing demonstrations 

during the annual Science Picnic in Warsaw.  
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