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FOREWORD

If we evaluate today, after ten years, the UN Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED)

in Rio he Janeiro (RIO + 10), we can speak not only about the biggest conference in the history, in which

more than 120 heads of countries participated, but especially about the understanding of

interconnections and the necessity of common addressing of economic, social and environmental issues

at all levels. The sustainable development after the UNCED ceased to be just a term. Already during the

UNCED preparation since 1990 it turned out that traditional environmental topics - water, air, forests and

biodiversity were not capable of taking into account cross-sectional views, what resulted in the creation

of basic sections - environmental, social, economic and the section for main groups and for informatics.

Environmental policy, within the sustainable development, became more important. Many new

initiatives resulted in the adoption of several conventions, in the creation of new subjects or in the change

of the orientation of organisations existing already at international forum. The implementation of

measures proved to be costly and today, ten years after the significant conference, we can also ask the

question of effectively spent funds because in spite of all new activities no global improvement of the

environment has been recorded after Rio. In some fields, the world has recorded even the deterioration

of the environment, the expression of which is the Earth’s ozone layer spreading and the deepening of

negative impacts of climate changes at all continents in various forms. Similar question was raised at the

Global Ministerial Environmental Forum in Malmö. However, if we evaluate the whole process complexly,

we may state that if in 1992 the countries all over the world did not find the willingness and consensus in

environmental issues addressing and their incorporation in the development of all other sectors, the

environmental deterioration would be much more serious. 

In spite of the statement that the state of the environment has not improved on the global scale, a

visible progress has been recorded especially in the field of biodiversity and water quality. In some highly

developed countries also air pollution was reduced, however not globally. A significant progress was

achieved in the implementation of reforestation programmes, programmes of vegetation cover

establishment in damaged areas and also in waste management and waste use. It shows that the state of

the environment will and certainly can improve, however it will depend on many factors included

especially in the main UNCED document AGENDA 21. To be concrete, the problem of poverty has a

direct impact on the state of environmental components. That means, that environmental problems

addressing is closely connected with solving the famine issue. It is really improper to speak about the

programmes of flora preservation in the country with distinct famine problems if no aid is provided to

solve the fundamental problem. This proves the complexity and integrity of sustainable development
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issues. Of course, the issue of poverty and famine is one of them. Another one is, for example, the

consumption pattern. Advanced countries recognise, that global environmental problems was caused

mainly by production in these countries, partially also because low-quality technologies have been

transferred to developing countries and this has negative impact on the environment. However, advanced

countries consider at the same time very important that funds generated at different levels were used in

developing countries in a proper way. This fact causes often the retardation of the process of necessary

measures implementation. On one side the developing countries persuade that they know the best how

to use the said funds, on the other side advanced countries require they can fully control the given

programmes and projects implementation. However, neither of these alternatives provides the guarantee

of the explicit use of funds to solve the problem and to achieve the set target. 

The group of Central European countries had during UNCED quite different position. It was neither

donor, nor funds recipient. It was not a developing region, on the contrary, there were tendencies to class

this group among well-developed countries.  Later on they created the group of countries in transition.

Gradually, the countries started to manifest themselves individually, however the issue of their co-

operation in the Danube river basin comes to the fore. The Visegrad group has now a very good position.

Slovakia has joined the advanced world and today it belongs, especially in the field of environmental

policy, to the group of advanced countries. It has been implementing the State Environmental Policy

Strategy (1993) as well as the Sustainable Development Strategy (2001) and has joined the European

group of countries, which push the sustainable development concept forward. The evaluation of several

indicators of sustainable development, as can be seen in this report, shows a positive status or trend.

Shortages are well known, analysed and addressed based on financial possibilities and on the

understanding of the necessity of an integrated approach in their elimination.

Ten years ago we put the integrated approach across, although already many years ago its necessity

had been discussed. This phenomenon has been included in the chapter 10 of AGENDA 21. The world

development during the last decade proved its inevitability. The European Union has already been

implementing this principle in its legal system, e.g. within the Framework Directive for Integrated

Prevention and Pollution Control, in NATURA 2000 programme and other regulations.

Although not all achievements of the previous ten years are satisfactory, we can expect new trends

enforcement. They include factual integration of activities in the direction towards sustainable

development and thus also sustainable development indicators, and also spatial integration, because the

environment must be improved in integrated areas, such as big river basins, nature units etc. 

The achieved results can always face the manifestation of discontent and criticism must not provoke

bitterness and scepticism. On the contrary, it must engender the activity of individual countries,

integration groups and the world-wide community to support the idea of sustainable development and

future implementation of AGENDA 21.

Sustainable development does not mean that we have inherited the Earth from our parents. It means

that we have borrowed it from our children.

Prof. RNDr. László Miklós, DrSc.

Minister of the Environment

of the Slovak Republic
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BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC

• The Slovak Republic was established on 1st January 1993 after the peaceful split of the former Czecho-Slovakia into two
independent sovereign countries. It is located around the Geografical Centre of Europe (the locality of Kremnické Bane)

• According to the Slovak Republic Constitution, it is a country with guaranteed human rights and freedoms, political
rights, national minorities and ethnical groups rights, economic, social and cultural rights, with the right for
environment and cultural heritage protection and with the right of court and other legal protection,

• The only constitutional and law-making body of the Slovak Republic
is the National Council of the Slovak Republic

• The Head of the State is the President of the Slovak Republic,

• The supreme body of the executive power is the Government of the
Slovak Republic,

• The capital of the Slovak Republic is Bratislava (447 345 inhabitants),

• The area of the Slovak Republic is 49,035.81 km2 (lenght 429 km,
width 197 km)

• The number of inhabitants in 2000: 5,400,679

• Population density in 2000: 110 inhabitants per km2

• The highest point: Gerlachovský peak - 2,654.4 m a.s.l.

• The lowest point: the Bodrog river on the state border (93,8 m a.s.l.).

BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT
THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC



The Slovak Republic has agreed

with acceding to Rio Declaration

and to AGENDA 21 by the Slovak

Government resolution of 8th

September 1992 No. 118, where

there was given to all ministers and

other heads of the central organs

of the state administration of the

Slovak Republic "to use the results

of the UNCED and to implement

them into the programmes of their

resorts". 

Applying the principles of sustainable

development (SD) is actually reflected

also into the Article 55 of the

Constitution of the Slovak Republic No.

460/1992 Coll. and into the European

Agreement on Association Made among

European Communities and their

member states on one side and the

Slovak Republic on the other one

(Luxembourg, 1993), which has the

Article 72, §2 of Economic co-operation.

It says: "The economic policy measures

and other measures will be assigned for

leading to economic and social

development of the Slovak Republic and

will be managed according to the

principle of SD".
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AGENDA 21  IMPLEMENTATION IN THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC

The Government of the Slovak Republic in the resolution No. 655/1997 to the AGENDA 21 proposal applying and

evaluating the SD indicators in the Slovak Republic appoint all ministers and other heads of the central bodies of the state

administration "to evaluate according to requirements and UNO methods and according to the set supervision the

implementation of individual chapters of AGENDA 21 and SD indicators in the Slovak Republic". At the same time, the

Government has initiated the establishment of the Government Council for SD, which had the first meeting in 1999.

Moreover the particular supervisors of SD indicators should have asked, annually since 1998, for including the statistic

SD indicators in their scope into the Programme of State Statistic Determination of the Statistical Office (ŠU SR) of the

Slovak Republic. This part of the resolution was not fulfilled, even though more indicators followed by ŠU SR are identical

with SD indicators. Nor the fact that the Slovak Republic as a first state from the associated countries published the

complete translation of AGENDA 21 and all of 132 SD indicators, helped (MZP SR, 1996).

Positively can be evaluated the variety of regional or local activities that are initiated by municipality, universities,

scientific and research institutes and interest groups (for example Sustainable Life Society, People and Water, Regional

Environmental Centre). The ideas of SD or selected parts of local and regional AGENDA 21 have been successfully

applied in tens of villages, towns, companies, they are gradually getting into the education at the universities, grammar and

basic schools. 

Important activities from the point of view of SD include the implementation of ISO 14 000 standard in companies,

The Programme of the Village Restoring, UNDP small grant project for SD, projects that are oriented to support the using

of renewable energy resources (RER). The Village Parliament has been founded and many community groups have been

working. There are international activities like Aalborg Charter of SD Towns (in Slovakia Banská Bystrica, Košice a

Poprad). 13 towns of the National Healthy Town network participate in the WHO Programme "Healthy Town". Special

attention should be paid to Brundtland Town Programme (Rajec).

The draft development of the National Strategy of Sustainable Development (NSSD) was preceded by the elaboration

of Strategy, Principles and Priorities of State Environmental Policy (SSEP), which was approved by the SR Government

resolution and by the resolution of the SR National Council of the SR in 1999. After SSEP, the first National
Environmental Action Programme (NEAP I) was developed, which was approved by the SR Government resolution in

1996, and NEAP II, which was approved by the SR Government resolution in 1999. In accordance with the AGENDA 21

implementation and SD Indicator Evaluation in the SR (1997), the Ministry of the Environment of the Slovak Republic

- together with other central bodies of the State Administration involved - the supervisors of SD indicators and AGENDA

21 chapters - annually develops The Country Profile, which is to UNO in the beginning of the 2nd quarter of the year. 

AGENDA 21
IMPLEMENTATION 
IN THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC



In the social sphere, the SR government elaborated several conceptual documents providing for the SD implementation

the most important of which are The Social Sphere Transformation Concept (1995), The Family State Policy Concept
(1996), The Work Value Concep (1996), The Employment Policy Concet (1996), The Concep of Employment Policy to 2002
(1999). Similar strategical documents were elaborated also by other Ministries, for example Ministry of Agriculture (The
Strategy and Concept of Development of Forest Management in Slovakia (1993), The Forestry Policy Concept and Principles
(1993), Ministry of Economy (The Slovak Republic Mineral Raw Materials Policy (1995), Updated Energetic Concept for
the Slovak Republic to 2005 (1997), Ministry of Labour, Social Affair and Family of SR (The National Programme of
Disabled People Living Condition Development in all Spheres of the Life (2001), etc. 

In connection with The Programme Declaration of the Slovak Government (1998), which sets that " … in accordance

with the world-wide trend of the prosperous states, one of the decisive principles of the SR Government is the principle

of sustainable development when the care about environment must become an integral part of every social life sphere…",

the SR Government approved or implemented into its action plan several important cross-sectional documents based on

SD principles, or the principles supporting SD in the years 1999 to 2000. The most important of them are The Concept
of the Decentralisation and Modernisation of Public Administration (2000), Energy Policy of the Slovak Republic (2000),

National Regional Development Plan (2001), The Slovakia Territorial Development Concept 2001 (2001). The significant

document supporting the SD principles implementation is also The National Programme for Acquis Communautaire
(NPPA), which describes the programme strategy of the SR Government to 2002 from the point of view of the

approaching of the SR to the full membership in the European Union.

The National Strategy of Sustainable Development (NSSD) of

the SR was developed in 1999 - 2000 and approved by the

Government of the SR in 2001 and by the National Council of the

SR in 2002. The basic orientation of the Slovak Republic pursuant

to NSSD is the long-term, purposive and comprehensive steering

towards the society based on the principles of sustainable

development and their implementation in practice.
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NATIONAL SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY - THE INITIAL SITUATION, THE PROBLEM FIELDS

The conditions for providing of sustainable development of the Slovak Republic are determined by the condition in the

following fields/spheres:

• cultural 

• social

• economic 

• environmental 

• institutional.

Each of them, in the mutual connection with others and influenced by them, observed certain development in the past
and it is characterised by the present state with the positive and negative phenomena, objects and qualities, which creates

the presumptions of the further development.

Sustainable society should be sufficiently intuitive, should flexibly react to new situations and be sufficiently conscious

(wise) in the sense that it will not endanger physical or social systems supporting its further existence. This society should

create proper information, social and institutional mechanisms in order to direct the demographic development and

exploitation of human resources. SD creates presumptions for the mutual configuration of the demographic development,

creation and implementation of technologies, social and economic capital, which will provide the living quality of every

society member adequate to his basic living demands. 

The idea of SD in the SR is based on the presumption that local, regional communities and all society have an interest

in the effective use of human resources in the presence but also in the near and far future and therefore one of the

development aims should be the improvement of the quality of life. 

From the historical and cultural point of view, to ensure SD in the SR it is necessary to search and find the traditions

and continuity of our historical development, to renew the residential identity, to develop harmonic relations of the

individual and of the society with the environment, to continue with progressive technologies in the traditional forms of

management ensuring the preservation of cultural and natural environment values. 

The period of the socialist development in the territory of Slovakia was presented by very intensive and centralised

industrialisation and collectivisation, in connection with very fast and qualitatively weakened urbanisation and agriculture

industrialisation. This development resulted in the violation of the natural social structure of the society, unwanted

structure and quality of the cultural, social and political life. At the end of the 20th century there began the process of the

autonomy renewal of villages, social capital renewal and signals of the countryside revitalisation appear. 

NATIONAL SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY - 
THE INITIAL SITUATION, 
THE PROBLEM FIELDS



The present situation in the territory of Slovakia can be characterised partially as a conflict between urban and rural

environment, which is manifested in several fields - social and cultural, political and economic. The continuing structural

economic changes, connected with emphasising of the differences in technical and social facilities infrastructure,

supported by specific geographic conditions, contribute to enlarging of inter-regional differences and to formation of

marginal and core regions. 

An important factor that influences the SD in term of the initial situation is the field of the cultural heritage protection.

In the SR, 24,098 national cultural monuments, including 9,516 immovable national monuments, and 14,582 movable

national monuments have been registered in the Central Register of the Monument Fund (CRMF) in the evaluated period.

In CRMF, there are 28 historical town reserves and 89 historical zones within 121 protected areas. The most significant

group of the protected areas consists of 4 localities enlisted in the World Heritage List (Banská Štiavnica and the

neighbouring technical monuments, the Spišský Castle and its neighbouring historical monuments, Vlkolínec and

Bardejov Historical Town Reserve). 

National cultural monuments are in the property of natural persons (29.5%), towns and villages (24%), churches (23%),

state (15.5%) and legal entities (8%). Within the frame of the technical condition evaluation, 37% of monuments are in a

satisfactory condition, 31% in good condition, 19.75% in unsatisfactory condition, 6.4% is under reconstruction and 5.85%

is in a desolate condition. According to the Act No. 49/2002 Coll. On the cultural monuments protection, the care of

national cultural monuments is provided by their owners with the state contribution for their reconstruction through the

"Pro Slovakia"programme. In the SR, there are 79 museums with the total number of collection objects 8,044,628 pieces;

in 2000 the number of contributions was 188,294 pieces. In 22 galleries, there are 151,976 collection objects and in 2,697

public libraries, 246,416 book units.

A very important factor influencing SD in relation to culture is the quality of the provided information and their form.

The school system in Slovakia is based on the number of information but it is relatively poor for a whole scale of

activities and abilities. This condition is not sustainable any more, moreover, in the presence the education of humanities

does not have the proper place in the educational system. The aim of the environmental education at schools is mainly to

reflect the relationship "nature - environment - society" on the most general level as a wide spectral relation and

interdisciplinary approach to the knowledge.

The conditions of the external and internal security, human rights and criminality substantially changed in 1990, when

fundaments of the democratic system started to be built. It was necessary to change the previous military-security system.

The best way of ensuring of our external security is the full membership of the SR in North Atlantic Alliance. The basic

component of the internal security of Slovakia is the police, which underwent the significant changes after 1990.

In the social field it is, with regard to SD, necessary to improve the quality of life of the society, within the frame of

which appropriate conditions for the satisfaction of development needs of every society member not only in the presence

but also in the future and for future generations should be created. 

The social aspect of SD comes out of the basic fact that the real treasure of the society is its people. The aim of SD

should therefore be the creation of the environment enabling people to live long, healthy, valuable and creative life.

The economic and social transformation, which is going on in the SR, is manifested by the changes of several indicators

of population development, which were the result of the previous way of life in the socialist society. Political, economic

and social changes in last decade were rather markedly reflected in demographic indicators, which are now closer to

values of the western European countries. Within a short period of time the values of indicators of those phenomena and

processes, which are influenced by the individual population behaviour (indicators of natality, fertility, marriages,

divorces, migration movement) have changed rather seriously On the other hand, the slight changes happened in the long-

term indicators (for example: average lifetime expectancy, total mortality and health condition of the inhabitants).

From the most significant demographic trends, in Slovakia the demographic ageing process of the Slovak population

accompanied with the decrease of children population and increase of the group of population in post-productive age has

been recorded. The negative phenomenon is the low average lifetime expectancy of Slovak population and significant

difference between the values of men's and women's lifetime expectancy. The most serious groups of diseases include
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NATIONAL SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY - THE INITIAL SITUATION, THE PROBLEM FIELDS

chronic non-infection diseases, cardiovascular and tumour diseases. The unfavourable health condition of the Slovak

population is the result of the unhealthy life style, the situation in the health services, the worsen quality of the

environment in some regions, unemployment and inappropriate living conditions of the part of the population. 

As for the positive demographic trends, it is possible to mention the decrease of the number of abortions (abortiveness

decreased under 5‰) and the decreas of baby and newborn mortality. 

The problems of health services cannot be reduced only to the field of financing. The standard of medical service

provided to ordinary inhabitants has decreased and got more expensive. 

The most visible social problems include the unemployment and poverty (material need) and social need, which require

the social aid. In Slovakia, as the most oftenly listed socially unwanted phenomena are for example work problems,

unsolved housing problem, health problems or senescence, financial problems and unsolved administrative and

administration problems.

One of the basic presumptions of SD is a wide participation of the public in the decision-making process. The specific

causalities of the development problem require new forms of participation. They include the necessity to involve

individuals and groups in processes influencing the working and living conditions of individual communities. Therefore,

the position of significant groups in the society is a very important indicator of its development degree. 

The value orientations of the Slovak majority population together with cultural patterns, as well as the absence of the

environment as a real value in the presence do not create suitable conditions for the implementation of SD principles. The

groups of inhabitants with the post-material value orientations are currently on the periphery of the society. 

It is obvious, that in the present globalised world it is not possible to sustain the Slovak economy functioning on the

different principles than the developed world economy, for a long time period. The biggest challenge for Slovakia in the

economy field is therefore to react in the adequate way to the trend of modernisation and to create gradually the

progressive sustainable economy. 

The SR is a medium-developed industrial country with the corresponding structure of economy, which was, however,

before 1989 deformed by the centralist and non-market management system. After 1989, the typical sign of the economic

transformation was the reductionalist approach, which superordinates economy to other aspects of the whole society

development. 

These facts can be considered as the main obstacles of SD in the SR (including the economy change). Another negative

phenomenon is the inappropriate economy structure - the priority branches of SR economy are industrial branches typical

for economies of the second wave (e.g.: metallurgy, energetics, machinery, chemical industry). Industrial branches based

on the implementation of the most progressive technologies in the SR practically do not exist or they are undeveloped

(e.g.: pharmaceutical industry), research and development in industrial companies was, as a result of privatisation, almost

liquidated, structures of the originating information society are in the state of formation. The economy resources are

centralised and mainly concentrated in industry and in the financial sector. Economy is organised and structured in the

form of classical industrial hierarchies with the high level of monopolisation, centralisation and concentration. It is

characterised with low competitiveness of the majority of products and high energetic demandingness.

Even though in the SR economy partial successes have been achieved in economic transformation in the last decade,

the above-mentioned facts show the increasing lag of its economy behind the developed countries of the world in the main

macroeconomic indicators. 

The inflation development in Slovakia is after 1990 relatively positive. The National Bank of Slovakia has succeeded

to preserve the currency stability only at the cost of long-term liquidity freeze and significant increase of the interest rates.

This was reflected on the worsened availability of resources, which was manifested both in the business field and in the

state budget financing. In 1999, the government had to take several revitalisation measures, such as radical deregulation

of prices (electricity, gas, water, sewage, transport, rental, etc.), which resulted in the increase of the average inflation rate. 

At its origination in 1993, Slovakia belonged amongst the countries with relatively low volume of the foreign debt, however

the period of 1995-1998 brought its massive increase. The total foreign debt of the SR rose during the four years more than



two times. From the countries of V4, Slovakia had before the end of 1998 the highest foreign indebtedness in comparison to

GDP in current prices (58.5%). In 1999, the nominal value of the foreign debt decreased. However, it was caused by the

cancellation of the NBS regulation about exchange position of banks for the currency purposes, which the central bank

introduced in 1996 with the aim to limit the the foreign currency loans to inhabitants by Slovak commercial banks.

Slovakia has all presumptions to become the attractive country for foreign investors mainly because of its good

geopolitical position, available and relatively cheap human sources, widely diversified industrial companies base and also

the possibility of the use of comparative advantages in the field of incomes and energetic inputs. In spite of the above-

mentioned advantages, the foreign capital in Slovakia is relatively poorly represented. The biggest investors in Slovakia are

Germany and Austria, a significant increase was noticed in the capital from the USA, Great Britain and The Netherlands,

the contribution of Japanese and Asian capital is tiny. The branch division of foreign investments is stabilised - a half of

the investments goes to the industry (47.5%). The rate of the investments to the business activities (18.9%) is gradually

decreasing especially in favour of the investments to the banking and insurance industry (21.6%). 

The tourism is one of the branches, which can help the transition of the Slovak economy to the trajectory of SD.

Slovakia has all givennesses for it, such as nature beauties, human potential and others. The previous way of tourism

functioning appears to be highly inefficient from the economic point of view. It is connected mainly with low service

standard and the corresponding non-competitiveness of the whole branch. On the other hand, Slovakia has a big

opportunity to implement the aims of SD, because no serious negative impacts of the mass tourism development have

manifested here. In the sphere of business, there prevail small capacity facilities and domestic capital and a relatively low

rate of the foreign indebtedness in comparison to other branches.

From the environmental point of view the condition of SD in the SR is contradictory and, at the same time, worrying

in regard to the occurrence of some positive trends accompanied by some negative phenomena and trends (but these

mostly exceed the environmental dimension and relate more to the general state of the society and economy). 

The evaluation of the state of environment in Slovakia in the last decade shows a significant improvement of air and

water quality and the decrease of waste quantity. Number of landfills has decreased, the percentage of the secondary waste

exploitation has increased and the national parks system has been completed. 

The influence of the global climate change was recorded even in the territory of Slovakia, when during the 20th century

the annual mean air temperature increased by 1°C, the annual mean precipitation decreased by 15% in the south and by

5% in the north of the area. A significant decrease of the relative air humidity was recorded and the snow blanket declined

almost in the whole territory of Slovakia. In relation with the ozone layer depletion, the concentration of the tropospheric

ozone has doubled, which has been reflected in the 5-10% decrease of the agricultural plant production and has become

one of the main stress factors of the forest ecosystems. 

The biggest producers of pollutants in the SR are especially economic activities - energetics, transport, metallurgy and

chemical industry. In term of the long-range transboundary air pollution, the SR is the exporter of the pollutants (in spite

of radical decrease of emissions), even though on the other side, it also receives quite large amounts of SO2 and NOx

emissions. 

In spite of the increasing quality of the surface and ground water in the area of Slovakia (technology improvement, the

increase of the treated waste water percentage, decrease of production), there persist problems especially in a case of

biological and microbiological indicators. It relates mainly to urbanised and agriculturally used areas, where significant

water resources can often be found. The problem of anti-flood protection is becoming more significant.

Rich and varied flora of Slovakia comes out of diversed natural conditions. The species richness of flora is proved by

3,500 species occurring in Slovakia and more than 40,000 animal species. "Red List" of the Slovak Republic registers the

information about 334 mostly crucially endangered and precious taxons. The part of it is also so-called "Black List of the

Extinct and Missing Taxons and Indeterminate Cases", which contains 25 extinct taxons, 35 missing and 77 crucial cases. 

Positively can be valued some trends of forest development in Slovakia. Total area of forests is increasing, while their

composition is changing towards higher quality the acreage of commercial forests is decreasing significantly, which creates

conditions for prefering public interests to production functions. The wood species composition is gradually changing
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towards the more natural representation of the main woods; forest stand resources of the SR have been increasing for a

long time (since 1950 they practically doubled). The way of forest management has also changed substantially - the

percentage of the clear cutting system is decreasing and, on the other hand, the share of the shelterwood system of

regeneration is increasing. 

A specific issue is wastes and their treatment. Total annual waste production in the SR has a decreasing tendency also

because of the closing of some branches of industrial production, decrease of the agricultural production, and adoption

of some legal measures. 

In relation to the force of the Building Act No. 50/1976 Coll. in the wording of later regulations and the Decree of the

MoE SR No. 192/1994 On the general technical requirements for the buildings used by the persons with the limited ability

of movement, a new decree is being prepared concerning general technical requirements for buildings for dwelling, which

will also govern the issue of barrierless environment for people with the serious handicap in the time horizon of 2002.

The institutional frame in the SR has undergone big changes since 1989. Practically all tools, which are used by

authorities and institutions to ensure the management of the society have changed significantly in the field of planning

(quitting the directive system of planning), legal system and economic tools (gradual harmonisation of our legislation and

economic tools with the legislation and economic tools of EU states). 

The SR has adopted on 1st September 1992 the Constitution of the SR and since 1st January 1993 after the splitting of

the CSFR, it has become the independent sovereign state. The Constitution of the SR obeys such significant documents

as the European Agreement of Human Rights and Fundamental Liberties, Rome Declaration on Human Rights and

Freedoms Protection, Convention on Civil and Political Right as well as documents of European integration processes.

The tenth chapter of the Constitution of the SR presents the direct incorporation of the European Convention on Human

Rights and Basic Freedoms Protection: functioning of the self-government, access to information, and care of the

environment. Relations between state authorities are connected to the classical power distribution: legislative power -

executive power - judicial power. 

After 1990, a new model of the public administration as a demonstration of the democratisation and decentralisation

of the society management started to be built. 

Planning documents, legal system and economic tools are gradually changing in the process of economic

transformation in such a way they correspond to the demands of the market economy - especially in the field of the

function right of business companies, law of obligation, right of lien, economic competition protection, property relations

regulation, transparent tax legislation etc. Slovakia is gradually building a international status in relation to its neighbours,

to EU, to the world. It declares itself a democratic, legal state, it acceded to several significant international agreements,

conventions and charters. In considerably larger extent it participates as a member in the work of UNO, UNESCO, OSCE

etc. In 1993 it became the member of the Council of Europe and other organisations for example Inter-parliamentary

Union, Partnership for Peace. Since 1993, it has been the associated EU country. In July 2000, the SR got the invitation
for the entrance to OECD and in September 2000, it became the member of this organisation. 

1993 1996 1992 - 2001 Red Book



The fundamental orientation of the SR according the National Strategy of Sustainable Development of the SR (NSSD

SR) should be long-term, systematic and complex directing to the formation of the society based on the principles of SD

and their practical exercising. For achieving of this orientation there is necessary in all society fields to come out of the

principles and criteria of SD and on the following long-term priorities (integrated aims) of SD in the SR:

• developed democratic country - SR integration to decisive world political and economy structures, using the positive
globalisation trends, taking the joint liability for the global development of the world community, positive influencing
of the international directing to sustainability, 

• modern state and system of public administration - the development of the political plural system, formation of the
proper juridical instruments, building the modern institutions, quality and effectivity of the public administration
(state, region, village) on the behalf of the inhabitants,

• developed civic society - complete change of the value orientation, enforcement of the juridical consciousness, historical
and national awareness, achieving the high level of education and informing of inhabitants and their participation on
deciding, meaningfully functioning components of the society (group, family, inhabitant), 

• social solidarity and social protection - social policy directing to the increasing of the personal participation and
responsibility of inhabitants for themselves, to acceptation of the social solidarity principles interfering the social
handicap, or excluding and poverty; to support of the stimulating proceedings of the state family and employment
policy and to protection of the rights and the legally protected interests of inhabitants and to elimination of all forms
of discrimination,

• balanced territorial development - applying the complex spatial and territorial planning, preferential development of
lagging and marginal regions, applying of the inter-regional solidarity principles, integrated settlements development,
renewing and keeping the historical structures, settlement identity and settlement forms,
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• high quality of human and social resources - gradual forming and supporting of healthy, demographically balanced
society, providing of the increasing life quality - social, economical, cultural and spiritual needs with the accent on the
problematic groups of inhabitants, removing of the negative social and socially pathological phenomena, 

• new model of economy - achieving of the long-term functioning modern economy and information society, removing the
structural deformations in economy, balanced economy development with the accent on the perspective modern
branches and regional natural and social conditions,

• high quality of the environment, protection and rational exploitation of the natural resources - effective protection of the
environment, gentle exploitation of the natural resources, removing the environmental loads and environment
derogation, limiting the economy development in accordance with the natural conditions and potentials, achieving and
keeping the quality environment with the accent to the endangered areas,

• providing the living and security for inhabitants, existence and state functioning - providing of the SR security, its
sovereignty and integrity, sustaining and development of the democratic fundaments of the state, its internal security
and order, protection of life and health for inhabitants, peace and stability protection in the Central Europe in
connection with the enlargement of the democracy, security, and prosperity zone, including the valid membership of
the SR in NATO and in EU, providing of the sustainable economic, social, environmental and cultural development of
the society, together with the protection of important state and environmental infrastructures

• realisation of the living interests of the SR - keeping the peace and stability in the world and prevention of the tensions
and crises, their early and effective solving in a peaceful way, good relations with the closest neighbours and the
development of all forms of the mutually advantageous regional co-operation, the stability of domestic politics based
on the corresponding national consent in the questions of the life and important interests of the SR, providing of the
social conciliation and stability in the society, achieving of the environmental security within the frame of domestic and
international structures, achieving of the dynamic transition of the SR economy to ecologically more balanced, effective
and resource diversified market economy that is able to keep the inhabitants satisfied enough. 



The strategic aims of SD, which are necessary to achieve within the directing to the long-term SD priorities, are:
1. Enforcing of the international role and credibility of the SR,
2. Using the positive trends and elimination of the globalisation risks,
3. The development of the democracy, political plurality system, juridical instruments and institutions,
4. Improvement of the state functioning, its main institutions and public administration,
5. Support of the non-governmental organisations, interest groups and public in participation on the society

development,
6. Enforcement of juridical awareness, change of the value orientations of the inhabitants, education and further

education,
7. Culture, cultural and historical, and national awareness development,
8. Building the modern and quality school system, support of the science and research,
9. Achieving the balanced development of the settlement environment and integration of the planning activities,
10. Preferential development of the problematic (peripheral, marginal) regions,
11. Support of the home building and maintenance of building stock and protection of the historical structures in the

landscape,
12. Achieving of the positive trends and balanced demographic structure,
13. Improvement of the inhabitants' health condition and health care, improvement of the lifestyle,
14. Reducing of the social differences in the society, decreasing of the unemployment rate, finishing the transformation

of the social security system and support of the employment policy,
15. Increasing of the support for the socially endangered groups of inhabitants and families,
16. Complex improvement of the Romany minority situation,
17. Minimalization of the social and pathological phenomena occurrence,
18. Finishing of the complete economy transformation,
19. Improvement of the main economical indicators,
20. Development of the integrated agriculture model,
21. Restructuring, modernisation and revitalisation of the production sector,
22. Improvement of the transport and technical infrastructure, tourism development,
23. Restructuring and modernisation of the banking sector,
24. Decreasing of the energetic and material demand and increasing of the SR economy effectiveness,
25. Decreasing of the exploitation rate of the non-renewable natural resources - at rational exploitation of the renewable

resources,
26. Decreasing of the environmental load of the environment,
27. Reducing the impacts of the climate changes, ozone layer destruction and the natural disasters,
28. Improvement of the environment quality in the regions.
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CLIMATIC CHANGES

Antropically increased concentrations of the greenhouse gases (CO2, CH4, N2O, freons and other) in the atmosphere

intensify the greenhouse effect that is followed by climatic changes.

The dominant source of the greenhouse gases emissions in the Slovak Republic is the energetic sector (electricity and

heat production from the fossil fuel combustion, industrial thermic processes, transport etc.), which had the contribution

app. 82% to the total greenhouse gases emissions. 

The climatic changes and climate variability in Slovakia might be described according to results of observation of the

observatory in Hurbanovo in the years 1871 to 2000. There has been observed the decrease of annual mean precipitation

in the whole territory of the SR since the beginning of the 20th century, that has, together with increasing of the air

temperature (about 1°C) and with increasing potential evaporation, evinced even on the deterioration of the hydrologic

balance (decrease of the streamflow in the rivers - especially in the south part of SR, the decrease of soil humidity etc).

The consequence of the climatic changes is probably the decrease of snow cover occurrence not only in the lowlands

but also in the mountainous areas of Slovakia, as well as the general decrease of the relative air humidity observed in last

decades (mostly in spring and in summer in the south-west of Slovakia - up to 5%). 

AIR AND OZONE LAYER
PROTECTION

• CLIMATIC CHANGES

• THE OZONE LAYER PROTECTION

• THE EMISSIONS OF VOLATILE ORGANIC
COMPOUNDS

• AIR ACIDIFICATION

• AMBIENT AIR QUALITY IN TOWNS

The balance of the anthropogenic greenhouse gases emissions in term
of fulfilment of Kyoto protocol obligations to The UNO Framework
Convention on Climate Change

The balance of greenhouse gases emissions according to sectors 

Source: SHMÚ Source: SHMÚ



Aims:

For purposes of fulfilment of Kyoto Protocol (KP) obligations, the Ministry of Environment has elaborated the

documents "The Strategy of the Slovak Republic for the Fulfilment of Kyoto Protocol Commitment" and "Action Plan of
Fulfilment of the Kyoto Protocol Commitment". The strategy has the nature of the open document with the theses that must

be projected into conceptual materials of those resorts that can contribute to decrease of the negative consequences of the

global climate changes. 

Short-term aims (to 2002):
• to ratify KP at the very latest in 2002 

Mid-term aims (2003-2007):
• to gain such greenhouse gases emissions development till 2005 which evidently will lead to KP obligation fulfilment 

• to finish the building of the National Emission Inventory System (NEIS) in accordance with the KP requirements till
2004

Long-term aims (2008-2020):
• to decrease the contribution of the Slovak Republic on the climate change by the reduction of the greenhouse gases

emissions in the period of years 2008-2012 - to fulfil the KP obligations: to cut the greenhouse gases emissions in the
period of years 2008-2012 comparing to 1990 by 8%

• to create good starting position for second target period, to secure next 5% reduction comparing the KP aim usable in
the second target period 

• to gain the control over the greenhouse gases emissions development so that the trend of increasing will be gradually
getting slowly till the stabilisation in the period after 2015. In advance to elaborate the strategy for gaining the decrease
of the greenhouse gases emissions.

THE OZONE LAYER PROTECTION

The substances deteriorating the ozone layer cause the thinning of the ozone layer that consequently leads to increased

penetration of the UV-B radiation (in the wave-length from 290 to 320 nm) to Earth. 

• Substances consumption of group I annex A - freons in the SR:

In 1986 - 1,710.5t, in 1995 - 379.2t, in years 1996-2000 there were consumed only 1.21 - 2.07t for laboratory and
analytical purposes (according to Protocol exception)

• Substances consumption of group II annex A - halons in the SR:

In 1986 - 8.1t, in 1993 - 2.0t, since 1994 the consumption of the halons
has been zero.

• Substances consumption of group I annex B - freons in the SR:

In 1989 - 0.1t, in 1993 - 0.1t, since 1994 their consumption has been
zero

• Substances consumption of group II annex B - CCI4 in the SR:

In 1989 - 91.0t, in 1994 - 315.4t, in years 1997 to 2000 there were
consumed 0.022-0.16t for laboratory and analytical purposes

• Substances consumption of group III annex B - 1.1.1 trichloroethane 
in the SR:

In 1989 - 200.1t, in 1995 - 69.4t, since 1998 there has been zero

• Substances consumption of group I annex C in the SR:

In 1989 - 49.7t, in 2000 - 64.73t

• Substances consumption group II annex C- HBFC22B1 in the SR:

In 1996 - 14.3t, since 1997 there has been zero

• Substances consumption group I annex E - HBr in the SR:

In 1991 - 10.0t, since 10.2t, since 1999 there has been zero.
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The Slovak Republic is the signatory of the Vienna Convention for the Protection of Ozone Layer from 1985, Montreal
Protocol (MP) on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer from 1987 and tightening Amendments approved at the

negotiations of MP contracting parties in London (1990), in Copenhagen (1992), in Vienna (1995), in Montreal (1997)

and in Beijing (1999):

• According to requirements resulting from London and Copenhagen Amendmends of MP, the consumption of the
controlled substances of group I annex A, group II annex A, group I annex B, group II annex B, group III annex B of
Protocol should have been zero in the Slovak Republic since 1st January 1996. 

• According to Vienna Amendmend of MP the production and the consumption of the group I annex C substances is to
be regulated so they will be totally phase-out till 2020.

• According to Copenhagen Amendmend of MP requirements the consumption of methylbromide in the Slovak
Republic is to be regulated to final values specified in the above-mentioned graph. 

The targets that result from MP and its Amendmends required the updating of The Action Programme of the Slovak
Republic for Gradual Elimination of the Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, as well as the approval of the Act No.

408/2000 Coll., which changes and completes the Act No. 76/1998 Coll. on the Protection of the Ozone Layer of the

Earth:

• since 1st January 2010 no producer or importer can introduce on market, or use for his own consumption any non-fully
halogenated chlorofluoride hydrocarbons (for example R22)

• till 2004 there should be stopped the service and maintenance of the devices with refrigerant R12 and there is to be
partially limited recycling of the refrigerant R12 when imposing the outrunning refrigeration.

THE EMISSIONS OF VOLATILE ORGANIC COMPOUNDS

To the main sources of the volatile organic compounds emissions belongs: using paint and glue, chemical cleaning and

degreasing, mining, processing of crude oil and transport.

For securing 30% decreasing of VOC emission in 1999 comparing to 1990, there was elaborated the National
Programme of Reduction of VOC Emissions (NP VOC).

On the base of NP VOC evaluation, we can state that total VOC emissions in 1999 decreased comparing to 1990 by

47% especially thanks to:

• total decrease of used paints volume and increase of low-, dissolvent free paints contribution

• massive decrease of emissions in the manufacture of petroleum products sector by implementation of the Waste
Management Programme measures 

• rebuilding the combustion unites for gas (especially in the field of municipal energetics)

• increase the number of the cars equipped with the controlled catalytic converters.

On the other hand, required aims were not fulfilled in the field of dissolvent usage for degreasing the components

Substances consumption of  the Group I, Annex A - freons Substances consumption of the Group I, Annex E - MBr

Source: SHMÚ Source: SHMÚ



Aims:

The Slovak republic is the contracting party of The Convention of UN European Economic Commission on Long-Range
Transboundary Air Pollution and its following protocols:

• Protocol Concerning the Control of Emissions of Volatile Organic Compounds or their Transboundary Fluxes (which has
the aim to secure 30% decrease of VOC emissions in 1999 comparing 1990). For fulfilling this aim, there was
elaborated National Programme of VOC Emissions Decreasing.

• Protocol to Abate Acidification, Eutrophication and Ground-Level Ozone, which has the obligation for the Slovak
Republic in the field of VOC to reduce these emissions by 6% till 2010 comparing it with 1990. 

From the results of NP VOC evaluation there resulted updated plans of VOC emissions reductions for particular sectors

in the period after 2000:

• to continue with implementation of updated VOC emissions reduction plans in particular sectors up to the finishing
of the reduction potential of the sector

• to transpose the measures into the national legislation in order to reduce the VOC emissions by restriction of the use
of the organic solvents within the frame of certain activities 

• to implement some of the economical instruments proposed by NP VOC to support VOC reduction.

AIR ACIDIFICATION

The emissions of sulphur and nitrogen oxides (SO2, NOx) emitted into the air from the stationary and mobile sources

cause, besides deteriorating the health, even another unfair effect - acidification. 

The turning point in the field of air acidification occurred in Slovakia after 1989, when Slovak economy transformation

from the centrally planned to market one was accompanied with massive decrease of industrial production and energy

consumption. The favourable development in this field was influenced by several legislative changes - for example the

adoption of the Act No. 459/2000 Coll. on Air - with connected legislative regulations. Other positive changes in this field

since 1993 were gained thanks to the introduction of the measures in the field of technical conditions regulating road

vehicle operation on the surface communications - import of new cars, as well as old ones to the Slovak Republic is

possible only in a case that they are up to strict technical standards and they are equipped with the catalytic convertors.

To the decreasing of the acidification substances emissions into the air there contributed also the restriction of production

and selling of leaded petrol and radical increase of engine fuels quality produced in the Slovak Republic (especially from

the point of view of sulphur content in both petrol and naphtha).

Comparing to 1989, the emissions of SO2 have fallen by 76.9% and the emissions of NOx by 49.76%.
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Trend in the VOC emissions development Trend in VOC emissions in traffic
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Aims: 

The Slovak republic is the contracting party of The Convention of UN European Economic Commission on Long-range
Transboundary Air Pollution and sign up the obligations, which results from the following protocols:

• Protocol on Futher Reduction of Sulphur Emissions (Oslo, 1994)
The obligatory targets for the Slovak Republic are to decrease the emissions of SO2 by 60% (till 2000), by 65% (till
2005) and by 72% (till 2010) comparing to 1980.

• Protocol to Abate Acidification, Eutrophication and Ground-Level Ozone, (Göteborg, 1999)
The obligatory targets for the Slovak Republic are to reduce the emissions of SO2 by 80%, the emissions of NO2 till
2010 by 42%, the emissions of NH3 till 2010 by 37% and the emissions of VOC till 2010 by 6% - comparing to 1990. 

For the fulfilment of the aims assigned in the Protocol to Abate Acidification, Eutrophication and Ground-Level Ozone

were defined following measures: 

• to elaborate new projection of that pollutant emissions development, which are the content of this protocol till 2010

• on the base of these projection to prepare the analysis of the possibility to introduce some quotas for particular
pollutants (for SO2 the emission quotes are already introduced).

AMBIENT AIR QUALITY IN TOWNS

Sulphur dioxide (SO2) concentrations in the ambient air in towns do not represent the serious problem in the Slovak

Republic. The last exceeding of the daily Ambient Air Quality Standard (AQSd) valid for SO2 according to valid legislation

of the Slovak Republic was recorded in Žilina in 1997 (5 times).

Since 1993 to 1999 - after the decrease of the numbers of the AQSd exceeding valid for NOx - in 2000 there came to

increase of the AQSd (NOx) exceedings at the most of the monitoring stations. 

The daily Ambient Air Quality Standard (AQSd) for particulate matter (PM) according to valid legislation in the Slovak

Republic were exceeded in 1999 only at the station in Košice - in Štúrova street.

Concentrations of Pb and Cd in PM, as well as CO concentration in the ambient air are nowadays markedly under the

valid Ambient Air Quality Standard (AQSd).

The average annual concentrations of ground - level ozone in the ambient air in towns have shown since 1993 slight

oscillating increase. In years 1999 to 2000 these values oscillated within the interval of 34 and 60 µg.m-3. 

Analogical situation was recorded in years 1992 to 2000 in number of exceedings of the ambient air quality standard

determined for ground - level ozone ( AQS8h = 110 µg.m-3) in the period from 12th to 21st hour. Available statistic data

document - concerning year 1992 - there had been in years 1999 to 2000 increases of number of exceedings of the valid

AQS8h determined for ground - level ozone - the improvement in this field was recorded in last years only at the monitoring

station located in Žiar nad Hronom. 

Trend in SO2 emissions (tons/%) - compared to international
agreements targets

Trend in NOx emissions (tons/%) - compared to international
agreements targets

Source: SHMÚ Source: SHMÚ
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Aims:
1. to meet the ambient air guality standards according to the Government Decree  of  the Slovak Republic No. 473/2000

Coll.:

2. to meet the ambient air guality standards according to new prepared text of the Air Act:

• The long-term target for human health protection is to gain the value 120 µg.m-3 as the maximum mean 8-hour
concentration of the ground - level ozone during the calendar year.
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The number of exceedings of the ambient air quality standard (AQS8h)  in years 1992 - 2000 (in  period from 12 to 21 hours)

The number of exceedings of the ambient air quality standard (AQSd)
for NOx according to legislation valid in the Slovak Republic

The number of exceedings of the ambient air quality standard (AQSd)
for particulate matter (PM) according to legislation valid in the Slovak
Republic

Source: SHMÚ

Source: SHMÚ Source: SHMÚ
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SURFACE WATER QUALITY

The surface water quality is evaluated in the sense of STN 75 7221 Standard "Water Quality. Classification of Surface
Water Quality", which evaluates the water quality via 8 indicator groups (A to H) and 5 quality categories - from category

I. (very clean water) to category V. (extremely heavily polluted water).

The group A - indicators of oxygen demand - has developed in long-term period very favourably, most of the sampling

sites belongs to II. and III. quality categories. In the period of 1998 to 1999 there were together 15.9% of sampling sites with

unfavourable IV. and V. quality category and in the period of 1999 to 2000 this rate increased to 20.5% of sampling sites.

II. and III. quality categories was characteristic even for the group B - basic physical and chemical indicators, C -

nutrient indicators and D - biological indicators, while in the groups B and D the minimum number of sampling sites

occurred in I. and V. quality category. 

In the long term the most unfavourable development persisted in group E evaluation - microbiological indicators, where

in 2000 90.3% of sampling sites belonged into IV. and V. quality categories (in 1999 it was 85.3% sampling sites). This

unfavourable state was mostly caused by coliform bacteria, thermotollerant coliform bacteria, and cesspit streptococci.

Aims:

The protection of water quality in the Slovak Republic is covered by the Act No. 184/2002 Coll. on Water and about

change and adding some laws, which determines the obligation:

• to provide the discharging of the municipal waste water (WW) into the surface water from all agglomerations only by
public sewerage system in the next time periods: a) for agglomerations from 2,000 to 10,000 equivalent inhabitants (EI)
- till the end of 2015, b) for agglomerations over 10,000 EI - till the end of 2010, 

WATER

• SURFACE WATER QUALITY

• SURFACE WATER EUTROPHICATION

• SURFACE WATER CONSUMPTION

• GROUND WATER QUALITY

• GROUND WATER CONSUMPTION

• WASTE WATER

Percentage of sampling sites meeting the criteria of the I. - III. quality categories
(according to STN 75 7221 valid before the end of 1999)

Percentage of sampling sites meeting criteria of the I -
III. quality categories (according to STN 75 7221 valid
since 1999)

Source: SHMÚ Source: SHMÚ



• to provide the cleaning of the municipal WW and organically polluted industrial WW discharged into surface water at
least by double-level cleaning that meets the limits of the Government order, which determines the indicators for
permissible level of water pollution,

• for the inflictors of discharge of WW with the content of harmful and especially harmful substances gradually decrease
the pollution of the surface water according to the Programme of Decreasing the Water Pollution by Harmful
Substances and Especially Harmful Substances.

National Environmental Action Programme of the Slovak Republic (NEAP II) in the field of water protection has the

following aims:

• to introduce the measures for decreasing the pollution of those watercourses which belong to IV. and V. quality
categories,

• to decrease pollution of watercourses belonging even to II. and III. quality categories. 

General Building Scheme of Protection and Rational Water Exploitation (2nd edition) in the field of qualitative surface

water protection determines: 

• to solve the most significant sources of the point source pollution till 2005 (by urgency criterions)

• to reduce both WW production and the pollution of WW directly in the source of pollution 

• to revalue the surface water quality monitoring - the profiles localisation and extent of the monitored indicators.

SURFACE WATER EUTROPHICATION

Eutrophication is a set of natural and artificially induced processes, which lead to increasing of concentration of

biogeneous elements (nitrogen, phosphorus) in water and to increasing of organic mass production. The source of

anthropogeneous nutrient emissions into the surface water is the production of sewage waste water, agricultural activity

(inadequate application of NPK fertilisers into soil, livestock WW production) and some industrial branches. 

Nowadays in the Slovak Republic there goes the reconstruction and intensification of several waste water treatment

plants, which is oriented to reduction of the nutrients content to the environmentally respectable level.

In the agriculture in last 10 years, the consumption of the nitrogen fertilisers has fallen (on 1 hectare of agricultural soil

in kilograms of pure nutritives) by 63.54% and the consumption of the phosphorus fertilisers by 89.42%. By the decrease

of applied fertilisers and by the applying of other measures for decreasing the water pollution by nutritives there was

reached the decrease of total phosphorus concentration in the most of the Slovak watercourses in the period from 1995

to 2000. The concentration of the total nitrogen in surface water had relatively steady-state, slightly decreasing character.

The chlorophyll "a" concentration oscillated, which was influenced both by the trophical state of water and also by

climatic condition all the particular year round. 
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Annual mean Ntotal; Ptotal and "a" chlorophyll concentrations in the
watercourse Dunaj - sampling site Komárno - centre (river km 1,768) 

Annual mean Ntotal; Ptotal and "a" chlorophyll concentrations in the
watercourse Bodrog - sampling site Streda nad Bodrogom (river km 6.0)

Source: SHMÚ Source: SHMÚ
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Aims:

For increased water protection against eutrophication there is new Act No. 148/2002 Coll. on Water  and about the

change and adding several laws), which ensures:

• identification of so-called delicate areas, where tighten the conditions for WW discharging into surface water,

• higher level of surface water protection against pollution caused by nitrates from the agriculture, either by issuing and
keeping the Codex of the Right Agricultural Practice, or by identification of so-called endangered areas, by elaborating
the Programme of Agricultural Activity and the Programme of the Water Quality Monitoring  in the vulnerable areas,

• enforcement of the surface water protection via Government decree, which determines the indicators of the permissible
level of water pollution which are (in case of nutrients) more strict than in its previous version.

General Building Scheme of Protection and Rational Water Sources Using (2nd edition) defines the following measures

against eutrophication:

• to evaluate the areas delicate in term of eutrophication processes origination,

• to elaborate the proposals for decreasing the loading of surface watercourses by biodegradable organic substances and
both the nitrogen and phosphorus compounds,

• to solve the protection of surface water against the nitrates pollution from the agriculture.

The Conception of Water Management of the Slovak Republic till 2005 proposes: 

• since 2005, to synchronise gradually the operation of existing sewerage systems and WW treatment plants with the
requirements of the present legislation by gradual building of the public sewerage systems with the mechanical and
biological cleaning of WW in the villages with number over 2,000 EI, as well as in smaller villages, which are situated
in so-called delicate areas. 

SURFACE WATER CONSUMPTION

In the long-term average the flow volume in all Slovak watercourses reaches 2.936 m3.s-1 of water, which makes the

theoretical potential of the surface water fund. Only 405 m3.s-1 (14%) of this flow volume spring in the territory of the

Slovak Republic and the rest (86%) comes from the neighbouring states. 

In years 1990 to 2000 the water balance in the Slovak Republic was

influenced by previous dry period (1981-1993). Recorded low total

precipitation proved on the decreasing run off, which in 1993 reached

only 57% of the long-term average (1931-1980). In years 1995-2000, the

annual run off balanced on the level of the long-term average. 

From the view of demand on the surface water, there is relatively

favourable situation in Slovakia. The water abstraction - which is

nowadays on the level of ordinary 23 m3.s-1 - made about 6% of the long-

term flow volume.

In term of water management, the total abstraction of surface water

in 10-year period recorded the long-term decrease on the level of 46.6%

of 1990. The most, it means 85% of the surface water abstraction

directed to the industry, the rest for the public water-supplies (9.5%)

and agriculture. Decreasing trend in both the surface water abstraction

and the surface water consumption is in direct relationship with the

changes of the economy situation in the beginning of the 90's and the

economic activity stagnation on one hand and with the introducing of

new, low water-demanding technologies, price policy and

rationalisation measures on the other hand.



Aims:

The aims and measures focused on the rational usage of the surface water are determined by:

• The Act No. 148/2002 Coll. on Water and about the change and adding of the several laws, which requires:

- identification of the water bodies for both the surface and the ground water, including their determinations for
various ways of usage (it means for water abstraction for drinking water, water for bathing, water for irrigation and
water suitable for life and reproduction of the original fish species),

- monitoring of both water quantity and quality in water bodies of both surface and ground water as well its

influencing during the handling of water.

• National Environmental Action Programme, which requires:

- to realise the technical measures (for example afforestation, land consolidation etc.) in order to support retention of
water and slowing the run off - especially in the deficit catchment areas characterised by decreased retention
capacity 

- to enforce consistently the increased protection and rational use of the water resources according to their
environmental value and public service function.

• General Building Scheme of Protection and Rational Water Usage (2nd edition), which requires in the field of water
management policy: 

- efficient exploitation of the existing water resources (water resources protection, savings and recycling,
reconstruction of existing resources and increasing of efficiency)

- providing of the effective water management administration - integrated catchment areas management

- by reason of perspective necessity of another water resources for supplying the deficit areas - to continue in further
preparation of chosen water reservoirs including the assessment of their impacts on the environment. 

GROUND WATER QUALITY

Since 1982 (it means since the beginning of the ground water (GW) systematic monitoring) there persists the unfavourable

state of the GW quality. In years 1998 to 2000 the percentage of GW analyses which are not in compliance with STN 75 7111

"Water Quality. Drinking Water" slightly rose. It is necessary to note that this rate does not state total GW quality within the

whole territory of the SR because, as it results from the purpose of the GW quality monitoring, the observation objects are

situated so that they can catch especially the effect of the strong GW pollution sources.

GW pollution is in most cases caused by over-limit concentrations of the  Fe, Mn, ENPUV, NO3
-, Cl-, SO4

2-, CODMn,

H2S, phenols volatilising with vapour and local also by chlorinated hydrocarbons. Sporadically, excessive concentrations

of the following trace elements Hg, Ni, As, Cd and Cr occur in the GW. The GW quality is in the long term unfavourable

especially in the urbanised and agriculturally used areas. Considering that the GW represents the essential part of the
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Annual consumption of the surface water (SV) as a percentage of total
available resources

Surface water use according to usage purpose

Source: SHMÚ Source: SHMÚ
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drinking water potential in the Slovak Republic, the improvement of the critical situation in ground water resources quality

is one of the priority objectives in term of sustainable development.

Aims:

The Act No. 148/2002 Coll. on Water and about change and amendment of several laws creates the conditions for

universal protection of both surface and ground water, for improvement of their quality and for their effective and

economic usage. The Act:

• requires to observe the water quality state according to approved monitoring programmes in the water bodies
determined for various ways of their using, in the delicate areas and in the vulnerable areas,

• deepens the water protection against the nitrates pollution from the agricultural sources, provides the identification of
so-called threatened areas.

In the sense of The General Building Scheme and Rational Water Using (2nd edition) the intentions and the measures

are focusing on:

• providing the measuring and on the bases the obtaining results requires to realise the measures aiming to reduce the
GW pollution by the specific organic substances and heavy metals,

• evaluating and providing the investigation of GW quality in full extent of STN, extending of the possibility of the GW
conditioning by optimal technology directly in the rock environment, 

• for GW resources, the quality of which does not meet STN standards for increased content of iron and manganese, to
provide the conditioning by the suitable technology, 

• the extension of the protected areas by some Water Management Protected Areas (WMPA) and also the possibility to
declare another areas, 

• prohibition of water abstraction in those areas, where there is no possibility to meet the requirements of Water
Protection Areas (WPA), solving the initiation of regular GW quality monitoring even in the cases of the unexploited
water sources by public health authority. 

GROUND WATER CONSUMPTION

The exceptional attention is dedicated in the Slovak Republic to ground water because they are used as a main source

of the drinking water. In spite of favourable hydrological conditions for creation, circulation and accumulation of ground

water in the Slovak Republic, the main problem of their exploitation is their unbalanced distribution. Totally, the GW

natural resources in the Slovak Republic are estimated for 146.7 m3.s-1, of which the documented utilisable resources

represent of 51.6% (75 758.45 l.s-1). 

P

Percentage of limit exceeding analyses by STN 75 7111 "Water quality.
Drinking water" (Note: STN was amended in 1989 and 1998)

Percentage of limit exceeding analyses for the selected GW quality
indicators 

Source: SHMÚ Source: SHMÚ



In 1990 there was exploited in the Slovak Republic about 1/3 of utilisable ground water resources, when since that year

the total annual GW abstraction have been decreasing and in 2000 there was exploited approximately 1/5 from the total

documented utilisable amounts of GW. In this period there has been increased also temporal and spatial disproportion

between both the utilisable amounts of water and water requirements. Besides, in some regions, the utilizability of the

natural GW resources and the GW reserves has decreased also as a result of degradation of their quality. 

Since 1990 there was registrated the trend of the decrease of the GW consumption (in 2000 by more than 38%

considering year 1990), what was the consequence of the economy transformation, production decrease, production

restructuralization, introduction of new technologies and the economic instruments adoption. 

Aims:

Long-term, large-scale strategic aims defined in the frame of The General Building Scheme of Protection and Rational
Water Using (2nd edition) in the field of the GW abstraction limits from the GW resources are following:

• to verify and to asses the possibility of using the investigated, documented and till now unexploited GW resources,

• to elaborate new methodology for GW amounts evaluation, which will respect ecological requirements as well as the
methodology of their balancing by particular hydrological catchment areas,

• to evaluate the utilisable amounts of ground water
usable as drinking water with regard to sustainable
development and to consider the impact of climatic
changes into the hydrological catchment areas (to
provide the ecological flow of water),

• to find out the definite solutions in those areas,
where there exists actual need of establishing the
ecological limits of  the GW abstraction.

The National Environmental Action Programme II in

the field of the GW protection and rational  GW

exploitation specify the next aim: 

• exercising of the increased protection and rational
exploitation of the water resources evaluated also
according to their environmental values and public
service function; to use more effectively mutual
interaction of the ground and surface water.
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Ground water use according to usage purpose

Source: SHMÚ Source: SHMÚ
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WASTE WATER

The largest volume of the waste water (WW) generation comes from the industrial sector and from the public sewage

systems. The share of the agriculture on the total WW discharge does not reach 1% at all.

In the nineties' the amount of the discharged pollution in WW in the Slovak Republic showed the decreasing tendency.

This fact related to gradual completion of the municipal sewage treatment plants (STP) network as well as with the

production decrease in some industrial branches. The volume of discharged WW decreased in years 1994-2000 by 12%.

In this period there decreased the amount of pollution in WW. For particular pollutants this trend represented the

decrease by more than 38% for IS, BOD5, CODCr, and by 59% for ENPUV. Relative disproportion between slight decrease

of WW volume and strong decrease of pollutants amount in WW related especially to modern technologies transfers, as

well as with exercising more effective processes of WW cleaning. 

The positive changes in field of WW discharge were manifested also in the quality of surface water.

Aims:

The Act No. 148/2002 Coll. on Water and about the change and adding some laws in the field of WW discharge defines:

• obligation to drainage the WW from the agglomerations with more than 2,000 equivalent inhabitants (EI) by public
sewage system and to discharge WW only after two-level treating  (mechanical and biological) in sewage treatment
plants,

• to reduce gradually the discharge of harmful substances into the surface and the ground water,

• to reduce gradually the discharge of particularly harmful substances from the existing industrial pollution resources -
according to elaborated Measures Programme.

In the sense of The National Environmental Action Programme II there is, in this field, aim to decrease the pollutants

amount in discharged WW to the permissible level by building the sewage treatment plants, sewerage systems, increasing

the highly effective cleaning methods. 

The General Building Scheme of Protection and Rational Water Using (2nd edition) proposes:

• providing the WW cleaning in all municipalities, which have the public sewerage without the end-pipe sewage treatment
plants (there are especially some municipalities with the number of the inhabitants over 5,000),

• to improve the WW monitoring.

Trend in the volume of treated and untreated WW discharging into the
surface water in the Slovak Republic  (thousands.m3.y-1)

CODCr amount in the WW discharged into the surface water according
to sectors (tons. year-1) 

Source: SHMÚ



NON-METALLIC MINERALS 

The exclusive deposits of non-metallic minerals present the most significant group of the raw materials in the SR - with

the reserves of 11.6 billion tons (67% from the total geological stock pile). The value of the annual production of non-

metallic minerals is estimated on 5.4 billion SKK (app. 51% from the annual production of all raw materials. From the

view of exportation, the most significant non-metallic minerals in the SR are limestone and cement materials, magnesite

and also dolomite, rock salt, bentonite and baryte. 

The SR belongs, with its magnesite reserves, built mining and processing capacities, to the prominent world producers

of the alkaline fireproof materials - about 90% of the production are exported. Balance reserves of magnesite (with the life

expectancy of proved reserves estimated according to magnesite mining volume of 1999 for 215 years), quality of this

material, as well as its using in the production of the building material on the basis of Mg-C, or the production of the

monolithic stuffs give this raw material the perspective even to the distant future.

The mining of the unreserved minerals in the exclusive deposits as building rocks, gravel sands  and brick clay -

representing building materials - participates on the total value of the annual raw material production with app. 6% 

(650 million SKK). Estimated life expectancy of proved reserve of the balancing reserves of these materials reaches 180

years in average.
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The development in magnesite mining The development in limestone and cement materials mining
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Aim: 

In the Raw Material Policy Proposal of the SR (2001) there are determined the specific aims for: 

Magnesite materials: 
• to modify the legislative so that it can express the state interest in the domestic raw material resources exploitation

• to provide the financing of the particular phases of investigation and research works from the state budget in order to
provide the return of the input finances

• to create legislative and institutional environment for their optimal exploitation so that their mining would:

- provide the direct economic gain for the state

- support the employment policy on the regional level

- ensure the contributions from the export of these products.

Building stuffs: 
• to orientate the mining to the mines with the capacity around 300,000 tons, as well as to support development of mines

with the proved reserves in minimum of 3 million tons - for achieving the required production quality and providing of
the systematic development of mining economy

• to stop the illegal mining and to issue the certificates for proving the product quality accordance only for legal mining

• to determine the fee amount for excluding of soil from the agricultural land fund according to mined volume of building
stuffs. 



ORE MINERALS

The geological reserves of ore mineral materials reached before 1st January 2000 app. 395 million tons, including 88%

(347 million tons) created by non-balancing reserves. As balancing reserves of the ore mineral materials there are valued

only some deposits reserves of Fe - ores, complex Fe - ores and gold ores. The proved reserves of the other ore minerals

can be in the presence considered as non-balanced. 

Low prices of metals on world market, high production costs related to underground mining, as well as the market

demand, have signed to the fact, that the mining of ore minerals was moving towards the level of economic effectiveness

for a long time. This led in 2000 (considering the year 1991) to ore minerals mining decrease by 45% and to employment

decrease by 5,373 employees (it means by 80%). 

The future of the Fe - ores mining in the SR directly depends on the decision of the strategic Fe - ore consumer

(U.S.Steel Košice, Ltd.), who takes app. 90% of the production from the only producer of these ores in the Slovak

Republic. On the base of the mining capacity of 1999 the life expectancy of proved balancing reserves of Fe-ores is

estimated for 25 years.  

Unfavourable perspectives in the mining can be noticed with Au-Ag ores, where considering the minimal proved

reserves in the ore deposit Banska Hodruša, the mining was finished in 2001. 

Aims:

In the Raw Material Policy Proposal of the SR (2001) there are both perspectives for mining of ore minerals, as well

as the specific aims determined only for Fe- ores. These ones come out of the presumption that there will be provided the

withdrawal of the Fe - iron ores by strategic consumer - U.S. Steel Košice, Ltd.

Short-term aims:
• to create the favourable economic development in the mining company, to decrease the energetic demandingness of

the production, to increase the production quality, to decrease the impact of mining on the environment

• to provide such a deposit opening that enables its complete removal.

Mid-term aims:
• to achieve the effective and lossless mining, as well as mined materials processing

• to utilise the mining machines, devices and human resources in the tunnel programme and underground building.

Long-term aims:
• to achieve the effective and lossless removal of the reserves in the time horizon to the years 2017-2018

• to provide the transition of the thermic operation of the mining and processing company to purchased materials
processing

• to process and to dispose the produced waste,

• to finish the mining in Fe ores deposits and to realise the recultivation and safety works.
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The development in the mining and the production of Au-Ag ores
concentrate 

Source: HBÚSource: HBÚ

The development in ore-minerals mining
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ENERGETIC RAW MATERIALS

The Slovak Republic has limited reserves of the energetic raw materials. In 1999 the crude oil mining covered app. 1%

of domestic consumption, and the natural gas app. 4% of domestic consumption. The life expectancy of proved balancing

reserves of exclusive crude oil or natural oil deposits in the SR according to mining volume from the years 1999 - 2000

was estimated for 9 or 34 years. After the re-arrangement of the non-balancing reserves of crude oil or natural gas to the

balancing reserves (considering app. double increase of their prices on the world markets comparing the year 1994)

however the life expectancy these energetic raw materials reserves can be increased from 10 to 15 (for crude oil), or from

50 to 60 years (for natural gas).

The brown coal mining and lignite covered the domestic consumption for app. 80%, while the SR dependency on the

pit coal and coke import is consistent. The life expectancy of proved balancing reserves of the brown coal, or lignite

according to mining volume from years 1999 - 2000 was valued for 20 years, or 70 years (including the balancing reserves

of the proved and non-mined deposits). Energetic, as well as raw material policies of the SR pay increased attention to

brown coal and lignite because of the following reasons:

• they decrease the import dependency of the state on the primary energetic resources (PER)

• they form the reserves of energetic raw materials for a case of unpredictable situations and

• they present the significant employment source.

Aims:

The fundamental mid-term aim determined in the Raw Material Policy Proposal of the SR from 2001 for coal mining

is..." achieving of the rational removal of the coal reserves in the presently opened deposits". Other aims of the raw

material policy in the field of the solid fuels are following:

• to realise the investment intentions directing to the ecologisation of the energetic fuels on the base of solid fuels

• to provide the environment for optimal using of the domestic primary energetic resources for reliable energy production

• in the long-term horizont, to provide self-financing of coal mining- including the expenses for mines disposal

• to re-structure the production base of the mining regions so that the gradually vacated mining work forces will be able
to employ in accordance with the conception of the region development

• to use non-traditional forms of using the coal (active coal, clean technologies etc.). 

For providing of the mining and using of the domestic coal reserves before 2010 there was provided the preferential

electricity purchase from the power plants using domestic brown coal - in the rate to total annual consumption of

electricity as following: from 2005 - 10%, in years 2005 to 2010 - 8%, after 2010 - 6%.

The development in the crude oil and gasoline mining The development in the brown coal and lignite mining

Source: HBÚ Source: HBÚ



ARABLE SOIL AND PERENNIAL CROPS AREA

The soil is decisive production base and the social backing of the Slovak Republic. The soil cover enables the economic

activities (agriculture, forestry, tourism etc.) and at the same time it fulfils irreplaceable functions in nature, which make

the life possible at all.

According to the way of exploitation in the Slovak Republic agricultural land (AL) is divided into particular kinds of

land - arable land, permanent grass growth, hop-gardens, vineyards, gardens and orchards. The average of agricultural land

acreage per capita is 0.46 ha, including the area of arable land per capita is 0.27 ha. It means that the Slovak Republic

belongs among the countries with the average potential of agricultural land. The largest contribution on the agricultural

land decrease is caused by afforestation, civil and housing construction. Considering the real soil and ecological

conditions there is necessary to decrease the rate of ploughed land (nowadays it represents nearly 60%) with the

consequently higher share of permanent grasslands and special crops. 

The tendency of gradual decrease of agricultural and arable land continued also in 2000 at slight decrease of hop-

gardens and vineyard areas and simultaneous increase of permanent grasslands and orchards. Thus the share of ploughed

land dropped again and it has decreased from 61.5% to 59.43% within last 10 years, it means by 2.07%.
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Source: VÚPOPSource: ÚGKK SR
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Aims:
• National Environmental Action Plan II (NEAP II) - afforestation of agriculturally unsuitable soils

• The Agri-Environmental Programme of the Slovak Republic - in this programme there will be determined a set of agri-
environmental proceedings, which will regulate the agricultural activity in purpose of protection and improvement of
environment quality according to particular agri-environmental schemes (AES). One of the aims of this programme is:

- to support the afforestation, to create agricultural verdure and to grass over the soil unsuitable for agricultural
utilisation. 

• Strategy of the Soil Protection and the Soil Exploitation - to keep the soil unsuitable for agricultural exploitation in
agricultural land but utilise them as the agricultural verdure.

• State Soil Policy of the Slovak Republic - to protect the soil in the Slovak Republic against unfounded takings; to protect
the soil area and soil quality as an economic and social state potential but also as a part of nature and environment; in
the case of the conflict between economic and ecological interests in soil expolitation there are those ecological ones
of higher priority (in accordance with the universal principles of AGENDA 21).

ECOLOGICAL AGRICULTURE

At the end of 2000 there were registered 80 subjects in the system of ecological agriculture in the SR, which work on the

area of 59,500 hectares of the agricultural land, of which there were 21,000 hectares of arable land and 38,500 hectares of

permanent grasslands. In comparison to 1991, in 2000 there increased the share of agricultural land area in the ecological

agriculture from 0.59% to 2.5%. The height of ecological agriculture support had the decreasing tendency and in years 1999

to 2000 it was the amount of 2,000 SKK per hectare of arable land and 800 SKK per hectare of the permanent grasslands.

Ministry of Agriculture of the SR in presence prepares the reconstruction of the subsidy system, which will also touch the

ecological agriculture. In close future Agri-Environmental Programme of the Slovak Republic will become the starting point

for the state grant in the ecological agriculture, which comes out of the principles of the sustainable development and

optimalisation of the agricultural methods with regard of their impact on the environment. 

Aims: 
• The Concept of Ecological Agriculture in the SR - has proposed a set of proceedings for supporting of ecological

agriculture, which, besides other ones, have the aims: 

-   till 2010 to gain the ecological agriculture managing on 4 - 6% of the total area of agricultural land, it means
approximately 100 - 150 thousand hectares. 

• The Agri-environmental Programme of the Slovak Republic (will be finished in 2002) - in this programme there will be
determined a set of agri-environmental proceedings which will regulate the agricultural activity in order to protect and
to improve the quality of the environment according to particular agri-environmental schemes (AES): 

-  basic schemes (so-called zero packet with no claim for supportive payments)

The development of the agricultural land area in ecological agriculture
in the Slovak Republic and its share of  total agricultural land

The development of the subjects number in the ecological agriculture in
the SR

Source: MP SRSource: MP SR



- universal agri-environmental schemes (payments  for  specified  farming/landscape management)

-  specific agri-environmental schemes (increased  supportive  payments  for  protection  of remarkable ecosystems)

- complementary schemes (payments for distinctively gentle farming in the landscape, like for application of the
sustainable development agricultural practices).

FERTILISER USAGE

Fertilising presents one of the agri-technical proceedings, which, considering the fertiliser nature, influences the plant

(nutrient supply), soil (humus content, pH value, nutrient content, salts content, pollutant content), as well as other

environmental components - water (it determines the origination of the surface water eutrophication), air (by emissions

of nitrogen and carbon gas compounds it participates in creating and intensifying of the greenhouse effect).

The consumption of fertilisers in the agriculture of the SR in comparison to 1990 significantly decreased. In 1997 the

consumption of nitrogenous fertilisers was about on the level of OECD countries average (6 tons/km2 of arable land). The

consumption of NPK, which was 239.1 kg/ha of the agricultural land in 1990, decreased till 1992 to 63.9 kg/ha and in 2000

it reached the value only 46.6 kg/ha. Actually these values are higher, because the fertilisers are applied only at the specific

area of agricultural land - for example in 2000 fertilisers were applied only on 81.3 % of arable land area. In spite of it in the

SR the fertilising is under the level of normative nutrient demand, and this deficit is still increasing even at the fertilised soil. 

The decrease of fertilisers consumption (correspondingly as in pesticides consumption) relates first of all to increase

of agriculture input prices and general economic "undercapitalisation" of crops production. 

Aims: 
• National Programme for the Adoption of the Acquis Communautaire - in the field of water protection in the SR there will

be necessary to secure the fulfilment of the following aims:

- to idetify the specifically endangered areas drained into surface water with the proved nitrate pollution from
agriculture

- to elaborate Codes of Good Agricultural Practice:

Code of the Good Agricultural Practice in the SR - soil protection, 1996; 

Code of the Good Agricultural Practice in the SR - proper fertiliser usage principles, 2000; 

Code of the Good Agricultural Practice in the SR - water protection against nitrate pollution from the agricultural

sources, 2001).

• The Concept of Water Management Policy in the Slovak Republic till 2005 determined the aim for this area:

- to set the criteria for identification of water pollution caused by nitrates from the agricultural sources

- to identify and to assess the vulnerable areas according to EU Nitrate Directive.
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NPK consumption per ha of agricultural land (kg of pure nutrients) Consumption of nitrogenous fertilisers - international comparison by
1997

Source: MP SRSource: MP SR
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• The Concept of Agricultural and Forestry Policy till 2005: 

- to support by grants the complex reclaiming of agricultural
land.

PESTICIDES USAGE

The consumption of pesticides is expressed as consumption, or

as pesticides sale in tons of active components, or in amount of

their application (in kg per ha, or tons per km2) on agricultural

land. The main problem with the international data comparing on

pesticides consumption is the fact, that in this evaluation there are

not considered the differences in pesticides from the view of

toxicity level, persistency and mobility. 

The consumption of pesticides in the Slovak Republic rapidly decreased in the period from 1980 to 1991. In last decade

this indicator has shown balancing continuous slight decrease. This one relates especially to reconstruction of agricultural

production after 1989, increase of input prices into agriculture (especially in the field of energy prices, water etc.) and

complex economic "undercapitalisation" of the crops production.

In comparison to 1991 in particular pesticide groups there were recorded the following decreases of their consumption:

by 32% (with herbicides), by 57% (with fungicides) and by 72% (with insecticides). 

Pesticides consumption development (kg.ha-1 of agricultural land)

Pesticides consumption - international comparison by 1997

Source: OECD

Source: MP SR

Pesticides consumption development by groups (tons)

Source: MP SR



Aims:
• The Concept of Agricultural and Food Policy in the Slovak Republic till 2005: - to complete the Agri-Environmental

Programme of the Slovak Republic on the basis of a set of agri-environmental proceedings, which will help to regulate
the agricultural activity in order to protect and improve the quality of the environment according to particular agri-
environmental schemes (AES):

- basic schemes (so-called zero packet without claim for supportive payments)

- general agri-environmental schemes (payments for specified farming/landscape management)

- specific agri-environmental schemes (increased supportive payments for protection of remarkable ecosystems)

- complementary schemes (payments for distinctively gentle farming in the landscape, or for application of the
sustainable development agricultural methods).

To introduce this programme into the grant system till 2003.

WOODINESS

From the total forest land in the Slovak Republic (in 2000 the forest land covered 2,001,253 ha, it means 40.6% country

area), approximately 40-45% belongs to seminatural forests, which are naturally renewed and their specific composition is

only slightly different from the natural forests. In Slovakia there were preserved more than 70 fragments of natural forests

and virgin forests, which area reaches 18,000 to 20,000 ha.

New directives for planning of forestry, which came into effect in 1996,

brought proceedings contributing to fulfilment their protective and cultural

function:

1. protective functions of the forests are superordinated to specific and economic functions, 

2. in the special purpose forests, that can be proclaimed even out of the small-size protected areas (SPA), there can be
provided such planning of their exploitation where there is considered the presence of the valuable biotopes and
precious species, which are found in their area. 
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Forest categories according to acreage in SR in 2000 (%)

Source: MP SR

Woodiness (in km2 per 1000 inhabitants) - international comparison (1997) The development of forest land areas and forest land areas per 1000
inhabitants

Source: OECD Source: MP SR
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Aims: 

Principals of the sustainable expoitation of the forest resources were elaborated in the following documents:

• The Strategy and the Concept of Forestry Development in Slovakia and The Principles of the Forestry State Policy, of
which strategic aims are: 

- to increase the share of natural forest regeneration on annually regenerated areas of forest land

- to support the spatial tree composition considering the local habitat factors to support ecosystemic approach in
forestry planning

- to support gentler ways of forest management.

• The Action Plan for Implementation of the National Strategy of Biodiversity Protection in the Slovak Republic (NSBP)
for years 1998 - 2010 defined following aims for this area: 

- to elaborate and to realise the projects of the forest ecosystems fragments protection in the municipalities with
woodiness under 2%, or within the interval from 2% to 5%,

- to find out possible limit of the natural forest regeneration in the forest areas according to Management Sets of
Forest Types (HSLT), and its economic gain

- to create the network of the regional forest nurseries of  the autochtonal genotypes forest trees in every
biogeographical region in Slovakia.

• The Concept of the Forestry Policy till 2005 submitted "Project of the Agriculturally Unusable Soil Afforestation",
according to which there is proposed to afforest this way about 3,700 ha of the agricultural soil till 2005. 

FOREST HEALTH STATE 

According to World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), Slovakia has, right behind Sweden and Switzerland, the most

preserved forests in Europe but in spite of it, the forests health state in Slovakia is disturbed and it is especially because

of the ambient air quality or other damaging factors as well as the character of the forest management in the past. 

The long-lasting forest ecosystems disorders led to their gradual degradation and disintegration - in 1989 there appeared

the damage symptoms on 85% of the forests in the SR area. Last four years (1997-2000) there was noticed the forest

condition improvement (while the health condition of the broad-leaved forests in Slovakia is stabilized). In 2000, total area

of forests damaged by immissions exceeded the limit of 750 thous. ha. Damage intensity is markedly differentiated both

spatialy and according to height above the sea level.  The worst situation is documented in the case of forests to be situated

above the upper timber line, which fulfil significant social functions and in which there threatens acute desintegration. 

The health state of forests in the SR  according to levels of damage (%) The volume of harvested timber because of immission damage

Source: MP SR

Source: MP SR

Note: For assessment of the deterioration, or improvement of the forests
health state there is decisive the share of the trees in the levels of damage
from 2 to 4:

2 - defoliation 26 - 60 % (medially damaged trees)
3 - defoliation 61 - 99 % (heavy damaged trees)
4 - defoliation 100 % (dying and already dead trees)



Aims:
• The National Environmental Action Programme of the SR II (NEAP II) determined the aim for this field:

-   to elaborate  and to realise the project for elimination of the consequences caused by harmful factors that affect in
a synergetic way the forest ecosystems - for purpose of the total increase of the forest ecological stability.

• The Concept of the Forestry Policy till 2005 determined the aim:

-  to reduce and to remove the consequences of the impacts of the significant anthropogenic harmful factors, especially
the immissions from domestic and foreign pollution sources.

• The Programme of the Forestry Management Development till 2010 determined the aim:

-   to  revitalise  the  forests  damaged  by  immissions  and to  increase  the  effectiveness of the integrated forest
protection.

• The Report about the Forestry Management of the SR ("Green Report"):

- to continue with the monitoring of the forest health state in an extent determined in the international agreements

- to realise the first stage of the "Fire Protection Programme" in an extent of the detached resources from the state
budget

- to continue in forest healthy protection measures in the most heavily damaged regions and in the zones situated
above the upper timber line, in an integrate way - not taking into account forest land properties.

FOREST OWNERSHIP

The forestry in the SR came over the long development in the history. Among the most fundamental changes, however,

it is possible to rank those, which within the property detriment removal after 1989 led to gradual transition of the forest

state property to their factual owners. This phenomenon, as well as new market environment, can radically affect the

forestry policy in Slovakia in near future. 

In the period of 1991 to 2000 there were achieved favourable results in the field of the property detriment reduction in

the forestry management. Till December 31st 2000, there were returned 830,788 ha of the forest land to the demanders

within the frame of forest reprivatisation and there were 148,782 ha in the process of execution. State organisations active

in the forestry management used to the mentioned date 62.4% and non-state sector 37.6% of the total forest land area. 

The process of the clarifying, specifying and arranging of the property rights has not finished yet, while the process

puts serious tasks to the forestry policy, which must settle up several antagonistic facts:

• forest disintegration to low acreage parcels and the necessity of their integration into more integrated forestry units

• optimalisation of the forest managing system in these conditions.
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The trend in damages caused by abiotic factors The trend in forest damage caused by biotic factors

Source: MŽP MRSource: MP SR
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Aims: 

Several conceptual and strategic documents of the Ministry of the Agriculture of the SR handle the mentioned issue: 

• The Programme of the Forest Management Development in the SR till 2010:

- to provide the forest management independently on their property and exploitation according to the forest
management plans, which will respect also the interests of their users

- to work actively in the commissions for the property restitution of the forest land and legal relationship towards them.

• The Report about the Forest Management of the SR ("Green Report") MA SR:

-    to provide the exploitation of the non-transferred forests which are not in state property.

• The Concept of the Forestry Policy till 2005 determined aims:

- to modify the present legislation in such way to enable exploitation of not-transfered forests, which are not in the
state property 

- to solve the issue of the communities formation and non-state forest owners associations

- to solve the cardinal issues in the field of management and exploitation of the forests in Slovakia - in order to provide
the permanent benefits for owners and to fulfil the public service of the forests

- to solve the management (disestablishment) of the forest roads in the forest stand returned to the original owners
and users.

• The Action Plan for the Implementation of the National Strategy of the Biodiversity Protection in SR for years 1998-2010:

- to finish the restitution of the forest land and to consider the nature protection specialists' opinions of nature
protection of the extremely precious forest ecosystems in an administrative procedure.

FOREST HARVESTING

Using the indicator of "Forest Harvesting Rate" determined as a rate of harvesting and growth of timber, it is possible

to appreciate the forest exploitation in regard to its real productivity. If this rate is bigger or equal to one, then the country

harvests more timber than the capacity in term of SD principles. 

According to the statistic indicators the stand supplies of the timber in the SR are continuously increasing. The main

reason of this growth is the present age composition of the forests in the Slovak Republic - with the abnormally high

representation of the most contributive middle age levels of 60 to 90 years. According to the Report for the Ministerial

Conference for the Protection of Forests in Europe (Lisbon, 1998), Slovakia was on the seventh place in the world and

on the sixth place in Europe in the timber production for 1 ha of forest.

According to the data about the growing stock reserves development by their age composition we can state the

favourable conditions for the slight increase of timber harvesting in the SR even in the next 20 to 30 years - following the

regulations of the forest management plans (FMP).

The development of the forest property structure (%) The development of the forest utilisation structure (%)

Source: MP SRSource: MP SR



Aims:

In 1999, the Government of the SR approved the Programme "Timber - raw material of 21th century" with the aim to

harmonise the strategy of forest management and wood-processing industry in the horizon till 2005. The Concept of the
Forestry Policy determined the following priorities for this field of the forest management (FM):

The first priority:
- to provide the public service functions of the forests

- to keep the suitable efficiency of the forest management

- to introduce and to recover the ecologically suitable techniques

- to make available the distant forest complexes, to repair and keep the objects of the forest and technical melioration

- to support the making of the communities, stabilisation and improving of the education in the non-state sector of
the forest management (FM).l

The second priority:

- to reduce the risks and negative consequences of these risks in FM, especially the damages caused by draught on the

forest cultures and the damages caused by the extreme events in the forests (calamities of regional and the extra

regional character)

- to realise the preventive measures against the flood and also to remove the damages caused in 1997-1999.

The third priority - scientific and technical progress and in the frame of it:

- to elaborate the adaptation projects

- to provide the realisation of the projects approved by the Government Decree in the field of FM.
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Trend in the harvesting and annual timber growth The trend in the timber harvesting in the SR

Source: ŠÚ SRSource: MP SR

The trend in the total growing stock reserves Percentage of incidental felling of total volume of harvested timber of the
SR

Source: MP SR Source: MP SR
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SOIL EROSION

The soil erosion presents incontrovertible change of the soil qualities, which originates as a consequence of the long-

term disturbing the balance made between soil and active components of their surrounding (climatic situation, vegetation,

human factor influence and so on).

In the SR there is about 1,359,000 ha of agricultural land, which are potentially endangered by water erosion. Wind

erosion afflicts only about 6.5% of the SR agricultural land acreage - especially in the regions with light soil. The significant

acceleration soil erosion factor in the SR is the fact that  60 % of total acreage of agriculture land is represented by

ploughed land, that is more than suitable.

Potential water erosion of the agricultural land in the SR (thousand ha) 

Source: VÚPOP

Agricultural land endangered by water and wind erosion

Actual water erosion of the agricultural land in the SR
(%)

Source: VÚPOP, SAŽP

Source: MP SR

Wind erosion
mild deflation
medium to intensive deflation
forests

Water erosion

Soils midle endangered by erosion (0 - 4 t/ha/annum)
Soils medium to strongly endangered (4 - 10 t/ha/annum)
Soils strongly extremely endangered (10 - 30 t/ha/annum)



Aims: 
• The Concept of Water Management Policy of the SR till 2005 in the field of the qualitative surface and ground water

protection: to make the proceedings for soil erosion reduction. 

• The Concept of the Agricultural and the Forestry Policy till 2005: to support the anti-erosion proceedings with grant
systems.

• The National Environmental Action Programme II (NEAP II) determines in the field of soil protection against the
erosion: 

- to carry out the reconstruction of the existing windbreaks and to establish new windbreaks with the anti-erosion
focus

- to provide permanent realisation of the Partial Monitoring System (PMS) "Soil", which has the aim to register the
tendencies to incontrovertible changes of the soil qualities, as well as to monitor the stability of the soil properties
parameters. 

• The National Action Plan:

- to create the specialised station for the removal of the water erosion consequences

- to afforest the soil unsuitable for the agricultural purposes.

• The Programme of the Water Management Development till 2010 Proposal:

- within the frame of the catchment areas revitalisation to apply the proceedings for decreasing of the soil erosion
endangerment.

• The Strategy of the Soil Protection and Exploitation:

- to decrease the ploughed land rate 

- to identify and then to use as agricultural verdure app. 40 thousand ha of the soil unsuitable for the agricultural using.

SOIL CONTAMINATION

The contamination of the agricultural land by the risk elements and substances presents the potential source of the food

chain contamination. The contamination can occur by the direct impacts (by the application of industrial waste, sewage

sludge, stream sediments, pesticides, fertilisers, contaminated irrigation water) and indirectly - by emissions (especially

from the industry, energetics and transport). Serious ecological and health risks can be connected also with soil

contamination in so-called contaminated sites, it means areas in the country, where there are found old unregulated waste

landfills, former Soviet army facilities, abandoned industrial areas, fuel stores, hazardous chemicals stores etc. To

determine the extent of the pollution in these areas, health and ecological risks coming out of this pollution and optimal

remediation methods of these areas, it is the most important task of the environmental policy in the former "soviet block"

countries.

The study of agricultural land contamination by the risk elements and substances in the soil in the SR is realised within

the Partial Monitoring System (PMS) "Soil". According to actual hygienic limits there was found out that contaminated

soil possess 1.4% of the total acreage and heavily contaminated soil represents 0.4%. These can be found mainly in the

mountainous areas with the occurrence of the geochemical anomalies. Within the frame of up to now found soil monitory

data there were not found significant changes in the content of heavy metals after 1993 neither in the contaminated nor

in the non-contaminated areas.

The issue of the contaminated sites has not been systematically solved yet in the SR, however, there has been realised

several projects aimed at the risk analysis in these areas, or at remediation of the most polluted areas. Gradually the

contaminated sites issue is starting to be covered by legislation regulations, there were approved first methodical

instructions aimed at synchronising of the procedures in the pollution research, realising of the risk analyses, or in the

proposal of remediation proceedings. 
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Aims:
• The Concept of the Agricultural and the Forestry Policy till 2005:

-  to support with the grants the biological and other decontamination of the agricultural land

-  to use contaminated soil for non-alimentary purposes/production.

• The National Environmental Action Programme II (NEAP II):

-  to afforest the land under immission load in the selected regions

-  to realise PMS "Soil" permanently. 

Within the frame of "Strategy and Action Plan" for solving the contaminated sites issue elaborated as a part of the

international project "Contaminated Soil and Ground Water Remediation" there were determined the following aims:

-   to elaborate the legislative frame for solving the contaminated sites issue

-   to elaborate the financing mechanism for the acceleration of realisation works 

-   to propose and to realise the system of the data collecting for contaminated sites database 

-   to prepare the function managing system for contaminated sites management

-   to initiate the programmes of contaminated sites researches and remediations.

Soil contamination in the SR

The share of particular soil contamination categories in the SR

Source: VÚPOP

Source: VÚPOP

Soil with low contamination

Contamined soil

Heavily contamined soil

Spoil contamined by MgCO3

Category A, A1

Category B

Category C



FLORA

In the Slovak Republic there is more than one third of the indigenous species of plants in some level of endangerment.

The most of critically endangered species of flora in the Slovak Republic comes from biotopes, which are globally

endangered in whole central Europe (peat, wetlands, diluvial meadows, salt marches, and sands).

In the presence there are 1,270 taxons written in the red list of the vascular plants (in year 1992 - 1,009), including 73

extinct species (32 species in year 1992).

Last decade was the period of large inventory researches, where there was recorded the increase of the species numbers

in particular taxonomic groups. The revaluation of the endangered categories (IUCN, 1994) makes impossible to compare

the endangerment of the species in this time period. The legislative changes led to the increase of the number of the taxons

under state protection in year 1999 (from 252 to 779 in year 1999); thereby the protection of the most endangered flora

taxons has increased. In spite of these proceedings there increased the endangerment of the flora taxons in the mention

period.
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Endangered flora species in Slovakia Protected plants according to the levels of endangerment 

Source: BÚ SAVSource: BÚ SAV



RIO+10 report 49

BIODIVERSITY AND NATURE PROTECTION

Aims: 

The Action Plan for Implementation of the National Biodiversity Strategy in the Slovak Republic (NBS) for years 1998 to
2010 defined for the field of biodiversity protection following aims: 

• to extend the knowledge about the state of biodiversity components 

• to map the lichens state as indicatory species

• to update, in 10 year time intervals, the red lists of taxons and syntaxons of the endangered plant species

• to extend the population and biology studies of endangered species and little known taxons for needs of their protection 

• to map the occurrence of the invasive plant species and to elaborate the methodologies for their elimination

• to harmonise all the resort conceptions, plans and strategies with the interests of biodiversity protection

• to elaborate continuously and then to fulfil Action Plans for the Protection of the Particular Critically Endangered
Species - with the prioritisation according to endanger acuteness of their populations. 

National Environmental Action Programme II (NEAP II) of 1999 specified for this field the main aim: to stop the

decrease of the biological diversity, to elaborate and to realise the rescue programmes in accordance with the NBS aims.

FAUNA

In Slovakia there has been described more than 28,800 animal species (including invertebrates), whereby the state of

fauna endangerment is still more important (it is written in the Red lists). The alarming state of fauna endangerment is

manifested especially with the chordates. 

In last decade in the Slovak Republic there has been running concentrated research of particular fauna species; thereby

the changes in the endangered animal species categorisation (IUCN, 1994) caused the mutual incomparability of the

results from this time period. Moreover, the number of the animal

taxons under state protection in 1999 increased from original 384

to 749 species and 16 genera thereby there were added also the

species protected in Europe. The evaluation of the endangered

species trend is actually so incomparable. In spite of it, there is a

possibility to note the slightly rising animal in endangerment -

especially because of increased anthropogenic influence. 

In the presence there is enlisted 268 vertebrate species in the

red list, which means almost half of the described species in

Slovakia (48.6%).

Endangerment of the vascular plants according to IUCN categories Endangerment of the non-vascular plants according to IUCN categories

Source: BÚ SAVSource: BÚ SAV
The endangerment categories according to classification:
IUCN (1994): EX - extinct, CR - critically endangered, EN - endangered, VU - vulnerable, LR - less endangered, DD - data deficient, Ed - endemic
species 
Former categories IUCN: Ex - extinct, E - critically endangered, Vm - very sensitive, Ed - endemic species, V - vulnerable, R - rare, I - indeterminated 



Aims:

The Action Plan for Implementation of the National Biodiversity Strategy (NBS) for years 1998-2010, as well as The
National Environmental Action Programme II (NEAP II) of 1999 defined the following aims for the biodiversity

protection:

• to create the conditions for natural animal migration (bioducts, aqueducts), to remove the migration barriers, to realise
the monitoring and biotopes protection

• to update, in 10 year time intervals, the red lists of taxons and syntaxons of the endangered animal species

• to elaborate continuously the Action Plans for the Protection of the Particular Critically Endangered Species 

• to provide the adequate protection of important bird areas and to improve nesting opportunities for endangered bird
species

• to elaborate and to realise the Programme of the Amphibians Gene Pool Rescue by integrity revitalisation of their
population in the country

• to realise the transfers, restitutions, reintroduction of selected animal species, to complete the construction of the
breeding centres, emergency rescue facilities

• to limit the hunting of the big predators to the ecological necessity limit.

PROTECTED AREAS

The establishing of the protected areas (PA) and care of them is the instrument of territorial protection realisation,

which is to contribute to diversity preserving of the conditions and the forms of living on Earth, to protection and

sustainable preserving of natural resources, to rescue of natural heritage and characteristic landscape scene and to

reaching and obtaining the ecological stability. 

By the Act of the NC SR on Nature and Landscape Protection there is provided whole area protection of nature and

landscape partially in 5 levels of protection and there are introduced new categories of the protected areas.
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Endangerment state of invertebrates in Slovakia Endangerment state in vertebrates in Slovakia

Source: ŠOP SRSource: ŠOP SR

Endangerment state of vertebrates in Slovakia Vertebrates protection in Slovakia 

Source: ŠOP SRSource: ŠOP SR
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The share of PA to whole area of Slovakia has not markedly changed since 1992 (app.22.8%), while the number of SPA

has increased from 901 (102,465 ha) to 1,086 (106,263.8 ha). The state of PA in 4th and 5th level of protection has

markedly improved when in the presence there is in the optimal state 78.5% of area of the whole extent of the small-size

protected areas (SPA) (in year 1992 it was 48%), 24.8% of their extent is endangered (comparing to 49%) and only 0.3%

is degraded (comparing to 3%).

Aims: 

The National Environmental Action Programme II (NEAP II) from 1999 defined for this field following aims:
• to amend the Act on Nature and Landscape Protection
• to propose and to designate new NP and PLA
• to complete PA network on the base of the General Plan of the Supraregional Territorial System of Ecological Stability

(GPSTSES) and its revaluation according to European criteria
• to revitalise the damaged and endangered PA
• to build the areas of European importance proposed into NATURA 2000 network
• to propose new localities for nomination into the World Nature Heritage, etc.

The Action Plan for Implementation of the National Biodiversity Strategy in Slovakia for years 1998 - 2010 assessed

besides other things following aims:
• to elaborate the Concepts of Using of PAs and Management Plans of PAs  
• on the ground of agreements between owners/users of land and bodies of nature protection to provide and gradually

decrease  the economic exploitation of the core areas of the PAs - with compensation of the property detriment to
property owners.

Review of protected areas by number, acreage and area in the SR according to protection level
(April 1, 2002)

Acreage of protected areas - international
comparison (1997)

The trend of the protected areas of 4th and 5th protection level in the SR Review of the PA state in 4th and 5th protection level

Source: ŠOP SRSource: ŠOP SR

Source: ŠOP SR

Source: OECD



GDP PER CAPITA 

The economy of the SR was achieving in the period of 1995-1997 more than 6% growth, which was based on improper

fundaments and was related to sharp increase of economic unbalances and therefore it was not sustainable for a long time.

The deceleration of its growth had already started in the last year of the previous Government (1998) that led to such

situation that in the last quarter of 1998, GDP grew only by 0.1%. The policy of the present Government has stabilised

the growth of GDP in 1999 and 2000 at the level of about 2%. However, already during the year 2000 the dynamics of

GDP growth has started to accelerate and its growth is continuing even at present. 

According to the World Bank, by GDP per capita Slovakia was at the 77th position in the world and by GDP per capita

expressed according to the purchasing power parity (PPP) at the 65th position. In 1995, GDP per capita in the SR

calculated to PPP corresponded to 43% of the EU average, in 1997 it was 47% and in 2000 it was 48%. In the regional

distribution of this indicator there exist considerable differences: 39% in the eastern part of the SR, 99% in Bratislava

region. 
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ECONOMIC INDICATORS 

• GDP PER CAPITA 

• SHARE OF DIRECT FOREIGN INVESTMENTS ON GDP

• FOREIGN TRADE AND PAYMENT BALANCE

• DEBT IN PROPORTION TO GDP

• TOTAL DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE

• ELECTRIC ENERGY PRODUCTION

• RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES EXPLOITATION

• NUCLEAR ENERGY 

• ENERGY CONSUMPTION PER CAPITA

• ENERGY INTENSITY 

• TREND IN THE NUMBER OF MOTOR VEHICLES  

• TRANSPORT PERFORMANCES BY MODES 

• TRANSPORT NETWORK 

Gross domestic product per capita in the SR GDP growth in 1994 - 2000, with the perspective to 2002

Note:  c.p.: constant prices, cr.p.: current prices

Source: The Government Office of the SRSource: ŠÚ SR
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Aims: 

The main aims of the SR included in the Programme Declaration of the Government of the SR from 1998 were:

• to stop the economic regress and to stable the economy

• to create the conditions for the increase of the living standard of inhabitants. 

Pre-accession Economic Programme of the SR defines for the year 2004 the aim to achieve the growth of GDP close to 5%. 

SHARE OF DIRECT FOREIGN INVESTMENTS ON GDP

Although the direct foreign investments (DFI) to the Slovak economy had growing trend till 2000, their volume and

dynamics lagged behind the needs of SR economy - even in comparison with the surrounding countries. When comparing

DFI inflow in 2000 to previous years, it is obvious that its development has started to gain on intensity. This year, the

change was recorded in the share of DFI within the structure of individual branches - especially as a consequence of the

privatisation of telecommunications and the petrochemical industry. In 2001-2002, a large inflow of DFI is expected as a

result of privatisation of several large banks, gas enterprise etc.

Direct foreign investments in a particular country are in the direct correlation with its current political and economic

stability. According to this indicator, the position of the SR had gradually worsened since 1994 in comparison with

Visegrad group countries (V4 countries) and Slovenia and until 1997 it got to the worst position among the compared

countries. 

Turning point in this field occurred only in 2000-2001, especially as a consequence of the stimulation measures

implementation by the Government of the SR in 1999, stabilisation of the national economy and access to international

funds. 

Aims: 

In the Programme Declaration of the Government of the SR of 1998 in the chapter "Macroeconomic Policy", the

Government has set following aims:

• to create the legal framework in order to raise the interest in DFI inputs by concluding of bilateral agreements on the
support and protection of the investments

• to continue the process of the negotiations about the Multilateral Agreement on investments.

The above-mentioned aims are also stressed in the document Mutual Evaluation of the Mid-term Priorities of the
Economic Policy of Slovakia, according to which the main aim of the Government of the SR in the field of the support of

the foreign investments is:

• to create the legal, institutional and competitive framework for investments, to increase the investment inflow
(especially from abroad) to the regions with high rate of unemployment.

The trend of DFI inflow to the SR (mil. SKK) DFI share in the total investments of the current year in selected
countries -international comparison (%)

Source: NBSSource: NBS



FOREIGN TRADE AND PAYMENT BALANCE

In 1998, there culminated the macroeconomic unbalance in the SR, which reflected itself in the record deficit of the

foreign trade balance and the deficit of the current account of the payment balance.

The deficit of the foreign trade has started since the end of 1995. During the three-year period from 1996 to 1998, the

deficit of the current account of the payment balance was ranging between 9 and 10% of GDP, while it was only slightly

financed by the inflow of direct foreign investments and therefore it must have been covered by the increased foreign debt

of the SR. By the implementation of stabilising measures this deficit was reduced to 5.0% of GDP in 1999 and to 3.7% of

GDP in 2000.

The large influence on the development of the foreign trade balance of the SR has had, since 2000, the increase of the

prices of strategic raw materials (especially of crude oil and natural gas), which together with the weakening of the Slovak

Crown to USD contributed app. 3/4 to the total deficit of the foreign trade balance in 2000.

Aims:

In the Programme Declaration of the Government of the SR of 1998, the Government committed to carry out changes

in the former economic policy. It was necessary to adopt stabilising measures, the main objective of which was the

decrease of the fiscal deficit and the balance of payments deficit. 

The Pre-accession Economic Programme of the SR sets following aims for year 2004: 

• to keep the deficit of the current account of the payment balance on the level covered safely by direct foreign
investments

• to decrease gradually the deficit to the level close to 5% of GDP.

The document, Common Evaluation of the Mid-term Priorities of the Economic Policy of the Slovakia includes following

aims:

• to decrease the deficit of the current account of the payment balance and to stabilise it at the level that can be financed
permanently by means of mid-term and long-term capital - especially by the increase of the direct foreign investments

• to define, in pro-export measures, the quantitative and system priorities and to elaborate the complex programme to
support the export.

DEBT IN PROPORTION TO GDP

The foreign indebtedness/foreign debt (FD) has been rising constantly since the establishment of the independent SR

in 1993, while also the structure of FD has been gradually changing. While in 1993, the foreign debt only consisted of the

debt of the Government of the SR (and the National Bank of Slovakia), with the gradual liberalisation also the debt of

companies and banks has been rising. From the point of view of FD development especially in the period of 1995-1998,

several unfavourable tendencies occurred:

RIO+10 report54

ECONOMIC INDICATORS 

Foreign trade balance of the SR - development The trend of the current account of the payment balance development of
the SR

Source: The Government Office of the SRSource: ŠÚ SR
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• sharp economic rise in this period was achieved especially due to increase of FD

• inter-annual growth of FD in the amount of $1.6 billion USD/year caused, that FD of the SR reached in 1998 its peak
- 11.9 billion USD

• state guarantees were offered for the large part of FD of the companies and banks, while the obtained sources were not
directed to those branches and activities, which would become the guarantee for the clearing off the debt.

After the formation of the new government (1998), FD ceased to rise, and in 1999 FD even decreased.

Aims:

In the Declaration on Economic Policy (for the purposes of the SMP programme with the World Monetary Fund) the

Government of the SR declared following aims:

• to use the revenues from the privatisation in 2001 and next years for the acquittance of governmental obligations

• any future revenues from the privatisation will be used exclusively for the decreasing of the state debt and financing of
the retirement system reform 

• the Act on the State Debt and Guarantees will be adopted

• the Government will strictly control the provision of new state guarantees, whereas they were not sufficiently controlled
in the past and they charged the budget with large obligations in the amount of app. 16% of GDP

• the Act on the State Debt and Guarantees will include provisions determining the fundamental decrease of guarantees
volume during several next years.

Within the framework of the adopted strategy in 2001 and in future years, new guarantees will be exclusively used for

the prolongation of old payable guarantees, especially for the loans of the Slovak Railways and the Slovak Electricity

Company.

TOTAL DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE

The membership of the SR in OECD, together with more expressive participation in the provision of the official
development assistance (ODA) for the benefit of less developed countries indicates future obligations that the SR will

assume with the membership in the EU and NATO. The membership in OECD in itself is connected with the bigger

responsibility of the Slovak Republic for the fulfilment of the mission of this organisation, the aim of which is to contribute

to the enlargement of the economic growth and prosperity in worldwide scale. For the purposes of the effective

management and implementation of national programmes of the provided ODA, the SR will assume methodical rules

elaborated by the Development Aid Committee (DAC) of OECD.

The elaboration of bases of the National Programme of ODA Provision was preceded by:       

a) the adoption of the Concept of the Development Aid from 1999, b) approval of the Charter of the Active

Development Aid and Co-operation in 1999 and c) development of the Mechanism for the Provision of the Governmental

Development Aid of the SR approved by the Government of the SR in 2001.

The trend of the FD of the SR per capita and GDP Inter-annual increase of the foreign indebtedness of the SR (mil. USD)

Source: OECD, NBS Source: The Government Office of the SR



The budget of the bilateral ODA for 2002 in the amount of 90 million SKK envisages that this amount will be created

mainly by extra-budget finances (mostly from privatisation revenues). However, since the beginning of 2003 the financial

framework for the National Programme of ODA Provision will be included into the programme budgeting in the budget

chapter of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the SR. 

Aims:

UNO and OECD/DAC determine for donor countries the total share of 0.7% of GNP. Present average of the traditional

donor countries - DAC members is about 0.25%.

The objective of ODA provision by the SR in the period of app. 10 years is to achieve the state, when the SR would:

• achieve at least a half level of the present average of the traditional donor countries, the members of DAC

• achieve in the period of 10 years the portion of ODA/GNP at least at the level of the members with the lowest
contributions, in the numerical expression it represents the share of 0.125%.

In accordance with the recommendations of foreign partners, as well as in terms of the SR national budget possibilities

it is expected that:

• in 2002, the direct bilateral aid is planned for one priority developing country

• in 2003-2004 the extension of the direct bilateral development aid provision is expected for 3 to 4 developing countries

• for each selected country, the annual support should not fall under app. 1 million USD (app. 50 million SKK), that
can be considered as a limit, when the contribution of the provided aid is still measurable and effective.

ELECTRICITY PRODUCTION

The increase of electricity production recorded in last years relates to the putting into operation of two units of the

Nuclear Power Plant in Mochovce. At present, the structure of electricity production by means of power plants (PP) is

favourable and it is comparable with the most developed countries in the world. Even though the electricity production in

the SR has been under the monopoly position of SE, a.s. up till now, its contribution were the extensive investments into

the recovery, reconstruction and ecologisation of the electricity production.
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Prognosis of the decennial plan of ODA provision (as a % of GNP of
the SR)

Provided ODA as % of GNP in 2000 - international comparison

Source: MZV SRSource: MZV SR

Share of electricity supply by means of PP (%) The volume of electricity generated by PP means 

Source: SE, a. s.Source: SE, a. s.
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Aims:

The main aims in the field of electric energy defined in Energy Policy of the SR approved by the Government of the

SR in 2000 are: 

• restructuring of the electric energy sector, in the first step by the electricity transmission system separation from the
electricity production

• liberalisation of the electricity market, after the transformation of energy sector to open the electricity market for so-
called licensed customers

• privatisation of the power engineering facilities. 

The National Strategy of Sustainable Development approved by the Government of the SR in 2001 set following aims

for this field:

• perspective completion of the nuclear energy development and gradual building of substitute energy sources

• demonopolisation of energy sector and making the prices real belong to the basic measures for providing the SD of the
SR energy sector.

RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES EXPLOITATION

The renewable energy sources (RES) contributed in 1997 to the total Primary Energy Sources (PES) consumption only

by 3.34% in total, of which: water energy 55%, biomass and biogas 39% and geothermal energy 5%. 

At present only 25% of the technically usable RES potential has been exploited, while from the hydroenergetic potential

more than 40% has not been exploited  - in spite of the fact that from 1999 to 2001 total number of small Hydroelectric

flow Pover Plants (SHPP) increased from 180 (1999) to 200 (2001). 

The biomass sources just in the forest management create 33% of the total potential biomass sources in the SR. In spite

of this, they have not been exploited sufficiently. The situation in the agriculture and manufacture of food products is a

little better as several projects in the field of biomass exploitation for the production of biogas, biological naphtha, ethanol

and gas have been implemented and tested there. 

Trend in the environmental expenditures directed to the protection of
the environment in SE, a.s. in 1991-2000

Electricity consumption per capita in 1999 - international comparison

Source: IEA
Source: SE, a. s.

The production and total potential of the renewable energy sources in
the SR in 1997

Present state and set strategic aims in the field of the renewable energy
sources exploitation

Source: MH SRSource: MH SR



Aims: 

The long-term and strategic aim in the field of RES exploitation set in the Energy Policy of the SR, approved by the

Government of the SR in 2000, is to achieve till 2005 the 4% share of RES on the total PES consumption. 

RES exploitation development in the time horizon till 2010 is elaborated in the Programme for the Support of Energy
Savings and Exploitation of Alternative Energy Sources, approved by the Government of the SR in 1990, with the aim for

2010 to increase the share of energy production from RES to 12% of total energy consumption.

The National Strategy of Sustainable Development, approved by the Government of the SR in 2001, sets following

priority tasks for the field of RES: 

• to ensure the environmentally friendly long-term exploitation of natural resources

• to ensure the substantial increase of RES exploitation, especially of the geothermal and solar energy

• to improve the structure of hydro-energetic potential exploitation - by increasing of SHPP share with the output of up
to 1 MW

• to implement efficient legal regulations and to create the proper economic environment for the energy production from
RES.
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Usable amounts of geothermal energy (MW) in the SR

Source: MŽP SR
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NUCLEAR ENERGY 

The direction of the nuclear energetics in the SR was traced by the Energy Policy of the SR approved by the

Government of the SR in 2000, as well as by other resolutions of the Government of the SR. From this documents comes

out that: 

• the Government of the SR, on the base of economical results analyse review of possible completion of the Mochovce
Nuclear Power Plant (NPP EMO) units, existing situation on both domestic and foreign energy market, has decided
not to complete units 3 and 4 of EMO NPP 

• the Government of the SR has decided to terminate the operation of the oldest two units of the NPP Jaslovské
Bohunice V-1 (NPP EBO V-1) in 2006 or 2008.

The basis of funding the nuclear installations (NI) decommissioning in the SR is the finance accumulated for this

purpose by the "State Fund for Nuclear Installation Decommissioning, Spent Nuclear Fuel and Radioactive Waste

Management", which comes from: (a) fund contributions of NPP operators in the amount of 10% from the retail price of

electricity produced in NPPs, (b) the transfers from the state budget, (c) penalties given by the Nuclear Regulatory

Authority of the SR to the NPP operators and (d) interests from the fund financial recources. 

Aims: 

The SR obliged to decommission the units 1 and 2 of the NPP EBO V-1 Bohunice in the period of 2006-2008.

According to this, the SR started to compose the specific plans and strategies for inactivation of NPP EBO V-1 with

following aims:

• the beginning of the operation closing in the NPP EBO V-1: 2006

• the operation closing in the NPP EBO V-1: 2006-2015

• planned final outage of the Unit 1 of NPP EBO V-1: 2006

• planned final outage of the Unit 2 of NPP EBO V-1: 2008

• the beginning of NPP EBO V-1 decommissioning: 2011 - 2015.

For fulfilment of these ambitious plans, the Government of the SR approved:

• Financial Memorandum Phare SR0112 "Special Programme to support the decommissioning of nuclear power plants
and consequential measures in the energy sector for Slovakia in 2001" at the amount of 25 million EURO, as well as

• further financial memoranda between the SR and the European Commission for the same purpose at the amount of
10 million EURO (EC) and 20 million EURO (SR), aimed for the financing of the activities necessary for
decommissioning of NPP EBO V-1, or for the financing of the measures in electricity generation and transmission of
electricity coming out of this decommissioning. 

Basic data about the electricity generation in the SR Trend in the import and export of electricity in years 1993 - 2000

Source: MH SR
Source: MH SR



ENERGY CONSUMPTION PER CAPITA

Transformation of the economy of the SR, industry restructuralisation, gradual fuel and energy prices liberalisation led

in the last decade to decrease of both used and consumed Primary Energy Sources (PES). In 1999, in comparison to 1991

there came to the decrease of the used PES by 10% and consumed PES by app. 15%. 

The consumption of PES per capita in the SR is balancing on the level of 85% of the EU countries average, however

for the SR in comparison with the developed countries, there is characteristic relatively low consumption of electricity

with the inhabitants.

From the data about the final consumption of the particular kinds of fuels in the period of 1992-1999 there can be seen

the decrease of the solid fuels consumption, relatively balanced consumption of the liquid fuels and the increase of the

gas fuels consumption. The consumption of electricity does not show the stable tendency. 

Aims: 

In the Energy Policy of the SR approved by the Government of the SR in 2000, there are determined several aims

concerning the energy consumption decrease:

Short-term aims:
• restructuralisation and privatisation of the energetic companies

• establishment of independent regulatory authority for energy prices regulation

• to open domestic energy market.

Mid-term aims:
• to liberalise the market with the energy and gas 

• to keep or to accelerate the process of energy intensity reduction in the SR.
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Trend in the final fuel consumption per capita in the SR Primary energy sources (PES) and electricity  utilisation and
consumption - per 1,000 inhabitants 

Source: ŠÚ SR

The share of main economy sectors on final fuels 
and energy consumption 
in 1999 (%)

Source: ŠÚ SR

Source: ŠÚ SR
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Strategic aims:
• reliable, safe, and the most effective and ecologically acceptable satisfying of the society with energy demands

• fulfilment of the international agreements in the field of the environment, nuclear security, investments and trade

• to decrease energy intensity to the level of developed countries as well as to increase the share of renewable and
secondary energy sources on PES consumption. 

ENERGY INTENSITY 

Energy intensity (EI) has had the permenently falling tendency since the origination of the SR. In 1996, EI in the SR

was 2.3 times higher in comparison with the EU countries average (according to Purchasing Power Parity - PPP) and in

term of the USD/SKK exchange rate EI was higher even 7.7 times. It has been caused especially by:

• low labour productivity in comparison with the EU countries

• high share of energy demanding branches on the GDP generation (especially metallurgy and mining industry)

• slow industry restructuralisation - with regard to the goods with high added value and low specific energy and raw
material consumption production. 

Quite favourable trend in decreasing of EI observed since 1993 has been especially the result of total decrease of PES

consumption caused by economy transformation, recession and even closing of several out-of-date, energy and raw

material demanding manufactures of so-called heavy industry, as well as by revitalisation of developed branches of the

industry related to foreign investments into the SR economy.

The principal problem of EI reduction in the SR is still the insufficient implementation of the rationalisation measures

into existing ineffecient branches of industry.

Energy intensity (EI) development in the SR (defined as the ratio of
PES (PJ) to GDP (in constant prices - c.p. of 1995)

Energy intensity of the SR in 1999 - international comparison

Source: IEASource: MH SR, ŠÚ SR

Emissions of CO2 by primary energy sources (PES) in 1999 - international comparison

Source: IEA



Aims: 

The main aims in this field are included in the Energy Policy of the SR, approved by the Government of the SR in 2000:

Short-term aims:
• to increase the energy effectivity by realisation of the programmes for the rationalisation of energy consumption.

Mid-term and strategic aims:
• to keep or to accelerate the process of energy intensity reduction in the SR.

The National Strategy of Sustainable Development, approved by the Government of the SR in 2001, established for the

field of EI following aims:

• to decrease systematically the EI of the SR economy in order to draw Slovakia closer to developed countries

• to stimulate the reasonable sufficiency of the both raw materials and goods consumption, to minimise both the energy
and raw materials intensity.

TREND IN THE NUMBER OF MOTOR VEHICLES  

Trend in the number of the motor vehicles in the SR brought especially with the passenger cars some positive changes: 

(a) increase of the number of passenger cars equipped with exhaust catalysts, with the high energy efficiency and low
production of pollutants in the exhaust gases, 

(b) decrease of the numbers of passenger cars with two-cycle engine, 

(c) and dramatic improvement in the technical condition of passenger cars etc. 

Therefore, the increase of the number of passenger cars in the SR has not resulted in the increase of the emissions of

pollutants from the road traffic, as the number increase of new "more ecological" passenger cars is compensated by

removal of end-of-life passenger cars from road traffic. The positive changes in this field related to the increased quality

of the engine fuels. The SR, as the first country from the transforming economy countries, prohibited to produce and on

the domestic market even to sell engine petrol containing the lead. Moreover, during last two years, the monopoly

producer of the engine fuels and oils in the SR (Slovnaft a.s.) introduced to market new generations of these fuels with

extremely low concentrations of sulphur and aromatic HC.

The increased motorisation however evokes the increased demand for the engine fuels. The increase of the engine fuels

prices  has not decreased the demand for these fuels yet and has not led the inhabitants to preferring more ecological

public road transport and  railway transport to the passenger cars.
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Trend in the number of motor vehicles by modes The passenger cars equipped with exhaust catalysts 

Source: VÚD

Source: VÚD
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Aims:

Action Plan for Transport and Environment ("Action Plan")

approved by the Government of the SR Resolution formulates six

fundamental strategic directions of the transport development:
• to minimise the transport demands of the society
• to provide the development of the transport according to the
principles, intentions, and objectives formulated in the social,
economic and environmental field
• to decrease the negative impacts of the transport to the health
and the environment
• to specify the environmental requirements and long-term
intentions for the modes of transport, fuels, infrastructure and
territory utilisation
• to provide the sustainable biodiversity
• to exploit rationally the renewable and non-renewable natural
sources.

TRANSPORT PERFORMANCES BY MODES 

In the transport of the passengers by road public traffic there is recorded the long-term decrease of the transported

passengers number, as well as the decrease of total performance of road public traffic in the SR. Similar decrease can be

noticed even at the other modes of transport - with exception of air transport. 

City transport (MHD) is operated by the MHD companies in Bratislava, Košice, Prešov, Banská Bystrica and Žilina.

In the rest of towns of the SR, MHD is operated by road public transport companies or by private companies. In term of

the passengers transported by MHD, the performance decrease has been continuing since 1996 in all modes of MHD

transport. 

The rolling stock of MHD companies, which operate the road public transport in the presence, consists of five

thousand buses, of which more than 4,000 operates in the suburban and city transport. The average age of the buses is

more than 11 years. At the technical operating life (to 8 years), there is 17% of buses, of which only 12% of buses of the

age to 6 years make amortisation. 

Similar trend can be recorded in the railway transport, where 70% of the vehicles is over its operating life. More than

650 coaches of 1,000 classical construction coaches used in the trains of IC, R and Zr categories is older than 20 years. 

Trend in the consumption of fuels by road transport in comparison to the fuel prices development

Source: VÚD



Aims: 

Programme Declaration of the Government of the SR from 1998 formulates the following aims: 

• to guarantee the compensation of the losses for providing of public interest performances

• to harmonise the particular transport systems

• to elaborate the address system for providing the social tariff discounts 

• to create the conditions for the development of the integrated transport systems on regional level 

• to improve the transport accessibility on local/regional/national level in order to increase the share of the public
passenger transport systems - comparing the individual car transport.

The Concept of the Transformation and Privatisation of the State SAD Companies determined the following aims:

• to preserve the transport accessibility on local/regional/national level and existing interconnection system of the bus
lines

• to provide the sufficient sources for renewal of the rolling stock

• to provide the higher quality and safety of the provided services

• to increase the effectiveness of the regular bus transport

• to decrease the negative impact of the rolling stock operation to the environment.

In the Project of Transformation and Restructuralisation of the Railways of the SR (ŽSR), the further aims are to create

the conditions for the market orientation of the ŽSR company and for the foreign investments entrance, and to achieve,

till 2005, the full privatisation of business activities in the freight and passenger transport. 

TRANSPORT NETWORK 

In the period of 1993-1995, the motorway construction in the SR almost stagnated and the total length of uncompleted

sections at the end of this period reached only 17 km. The increase of the living standard and the increase of road

transport intensity challenged the need to modernise and enlarge the road network capacity, which was exhausted on the

roads of international importance in the length of more than 300 km.

The Complex Programme of the Preparation and Construction of Motorways approved by the Government of the SR in

1996 determined as a strategic aim to begin and to complete the construction of the motorway network till 2005, e. i. to

realise the motorway construction in the length of app. 45 km per year. This aim was shown as non-sustainable and

unrealisable - in term of the national economy conditions and available financial sources. Because of the mentioned

reasons, the Government of the SR after the parliamentary election in 1998, revalued the mentioned Programme and

defined new schedule and new objectives for the motorway network construction. 

In 2000, the road network consisted of 17,520 km of roads and motorways, including the motorways at the length of

296 km. In comparison to 1993, there was recorded the increase of the motorways length by 98 km.
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Trend in the passenger transport performances by modes (million
passenger/ km)

The performances of selected road public transport companies in the SR
(million passenger/ km)*

Source: ŠÚ SR

*selected companies of road passenger transport which operate their
services according to public interest performance contracts 

Source: ŠÚ SR
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In the Programme Declaration of the Government of the SR from 1998, there are determined the following aims in the

field of road network construction:

• to create the conditions for the effective financing of the infrastructural projects from the extra-budgetary and private
sources

• to  harmonise the rate of the motorway construction and modernisation of the railway corridors on the behalf of the
proportional development of the transport branches

• to realise in preference the construction and modernisation of the transport roads on the lines of the multimodal
corridors IV, V, and VI

• to support the modernisation of railways as an economically, ecologically and energetically acceptable alternative

• to prepare new project of the motorway  and fast-roads construction reflecting the motoring development and financial
resources of the Government

• to support the preparation and realisation of those projects with the effectiveness, social justness and environmental
acceptability.

The Concept of the Motorway  Infrastructure Development and later approved New Project of the Motorway
Construction determined further partial aims:

• in preference, to finance the uncompleted constructions from the previous period - besides the constructions
determined for temporary conservation or attenuation

• to realise in preference the construction of road-building meeting the criteria for financing of the loans from EIB and
EBRD sources

• to reach the increase of the motorway  length to 410 km till 2006

• to complete the motorway  network in the horizon around 2020.

Basic data on transport network (km) of the SR Length of motorways development in the SR (km)

Source: VÚDSource: ŠÚ SR



WASTE GENERATION AND WASTE MANAGEMENT 

As an efficient tool of waste management (WM) in applying of state environmental policy there appear in the Slovak

Republic Waste Management Programmes (WMP SR) - accepted for three time periods (1993-1996, 1997-2000 and 2000-

2005). The fundamental legislative changes in the WM field after 1st July 2001 led to elaborating of the new WMP SR for

years 2000 to 2005.

In the period of 1993 to 2000 the amount of waste had the decreasing tendency - in spite of the fact that the data about

the waste generation in particular years are not fully comparable (the consequence of the legislative modifications of

Waste catalogue in 1996, different methods for specification of the other waste amounts before or after 1995).

After entry into the force of the Act No. 223/2001 Coll. on Waste there came the change in waste categories. While

before 2001, the legislative of the Slovak Republic recognised the waste categories Other (O), Special (S) - including

municipal waste and Hazardous (H), after 2001 waste is divided only into two categories - Special (S) and Hazardous (H).
On the ground of these facts, the aims determined by Waste management programme of the Slovak Republic (WMP SR)

till 2005 were marked out on the ground of recalculation of waste amount of S category from 2000 to categories H and

O - according to new Waste Catalogue from 2001. 
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WASTE

• WASTE GENERATION AND WASTE
MANAGEMENT 

• MUNICIPAL WASTE

• HAZARDOUS WASTE

• RADIOACTIVE WASTE

• RECYCLING AND RECOVERY OF SECONDARY
RAW MATERIALS

The trend in waste generation in 1992-2000 (in mil. tons) Material utilisation of waste - with the specification of the strategic goal
for 2005 

Source: MŽP SR Source: MŽP SR
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Aims:

Quantitative formulation of the WM aims determined in WMP SR till 2005 comes out of the analyses of present status

in the field of waste management and from the priorities defined in other conceptual documents:

• National Environmental Action Programme (NEAP II) of 2000 and

• Sector Operation Programme for Environment (SOPE) of 2001, solving the issue of the 5th global aim of National
Regional Development Programme of the Slovak Republic - that is "Improvement of the environment". 

The aims defined in WMP SR till 2005 come out of the present transposition and implementation state of relevant EU

directives requirements in the field of WM supposed to be fulfilled before 2005. After this date there is supposed to be

elaborated more complex WMP SR for longer time periods after 2005.

MUNICIPAL WASTE

The waste generation in general is an indicator, which is closely related to the economic activity level in the country,

while the economic systems of the richer countries have the tendency to produce larger amounts of waste. 

On the ground of EEA data (1999) municipal waste (MW) generation in EU countries in average (in kg of MW per

inhabitant) was in years 1990 - 1995 approximately by 40% higher than in Central and Eastern Europe Countries (CEE),

while the GDP expressed by parity of purchase power of the inhabitants reached in CEE countries just approximately 30%

of the EU countries average. The relation of the mentioned parametres for the Slovak Republic in the period of years 1995

to 2000 documents the fact, that slight revitalisation of the SR economy in recent years did not lead to increase of MW

generation which is the positive trend in field of  the WM of the SR.

Waste disposal by landfilling - with the specification of the strategic aim
for 2005

Source: MŽP SR

Municipal waste generation Municipal waste treatment in years 1997 - 2000 

Source: MŽP SR
Source: MŽP SR



Aims:

In Waste Management Programme of the Slovak Republic till 2005 there are expressed the following goals for municipal

waste (MW) treatment:

• in the field of MW treatment till 2005 to reach:

- MW material utilization - 35%

- MW energetic utilization - 15%

- MW landfilling - 50%

• in the field of biodegradable components of MW treatment to reach:

- 35% share of composting of the biodegradable MW components 

- to decrease by 30% - comparing to 2000 - the amount of biodegradable MW components disposed by landfilling.

HAZARDOUS WASTE

The decrease of hazardous waste (HW) generation shows either decrease of the industrial activities in the country, or

it indicates introducing of new cleaner technologies to the production processes. HW can present even serious threat of

the environment that crosses the state borders. Therefore there is paid special attention to it - even at the supranational

level. 

The largest amount of HW is generated by industrial branches - according

to data of 2000 the industry participated on total HW generation with app.

62.8%.

Thank to several legislative changes, as well as to strict control of HW

management the situation has markedly improved in this area. The data

comparisons about HW generation of 1992 (3.4 million tons) and of 2000

(1.6 million tons) show the decreasing of their generation by about 47%,

there were built some installations for treatment, utilisation, or

unobjectionable disposal of HW (for example installations for processing

and regeneration of spent solvents and oils, installations for processing of the

discarded lead accumulators, mercury containing fluorescent tubes and

bulbs etc.).

The Slovak Republic is, since its foundation, the member state of Basel

Convention on the Control of Trans-boundary Movement of HW and their

Disposal and in this context it operates Regional Training Centre for the

Implementation of Basel Convention and Transfer of Technologies to
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Relationship between the municipal waste generation (kg of MW per
capita a year) and the purchasing power parity (US$ per capita)

The share of municipal waste disposed by landfilling - with the strategic
goal for 2005

Source: MŽP SRSource: MŽP SR and ŠÚ SR
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Central and Eastern Europe.

Aims:

The Act No. 223/2001 Coll. on Waste and about Change and Adding of some Laws has brought into the HW field

distinctive changes concerning the HW issue. Some of these changes will not enter into the force till 2006, causing that

the fulfilment of the aims, expressed in this field by Waste Management Programme of the Slovak Republic till 2005, will

unreel from the successful introduction of these changes:

- since 1st January 2002 there has entered into the force the obligation to pay duty to the Recycling fund (producers,
importers) for commodities: batteries and accumulators, oils, tires, multi-layer combined materials, home electronics
equipment, plastic products, fluorescent tubes and other mercury containing devices, paper, glass

- since 1st July 2002 there has been introduced the authorisation for subjects to handle the spent oils, discarded batteries
and accumulators; the keeper of the discarded batteries and accumulators and spent oils will be obligated to deliver
them only to authorised subjects etc.

- since 1st January 2003 there will enter into the force the authorisation for subjects to handle and to manipulate the end
of life vehicles; prohibition to landfilling the HW without their previous treatment and prohibition to landfilling the
used tires etc.

- since 1st January 2005 the waste enlisted in the Appendix No.6 of the Act No. 223/2001 Coll. on Waste will have to be
stabilised before their depositing on the landfill

- since 1st January 2006 there will be forbidden to carry out the landfilling of the milled used tires.

RADIOACTIVE WASTE

In the sense of  the Convention on Nuclear Safety Join-stock company Slovenské elektrárne operates the following

nuclear facilities (NF):

• Nuclear power plant Bohunice o.z.- V-1 units (NPP V-1 Bohunice),

• Nuclear power plant Bohunice o.z.- V-2 units (NPP V-2 Bohunice),

• Nuclear power plant Mochovce o.z. 1st and 2nd units (NPP Mochovce),

• Nuclear energy facility Decomminissioning of Nuclear Installations and Management of Radioactive waste (RAW) o.z.
(SE-VYZ):

- Interim spent fuel storage (ISFS)

- Technology for treatment and conditioning of RAW

- National RAW Repository (NRAWR).

Nuclear Power Plant Research Institute (NPPRI) in Trnava, S.C. operates the Experimental RAW Incinerator - with

Generation and treatment of hazardous waste in years 1996 - 2000 The goals determined by WMP SR for 2005 in the field of utilisation
and disposal of hazardous waste - considering the initial 2000 year (data
from 2000 were recalculated according to new waste categorisation
from 2001)

Source: MŽP SRSource: MŽP SR



cementation equipment and bituminisation facility.

Nuclear Power Plant A-1 Bohunice is decommissioned at the presence.

The systematic approach to the solution of RAW treatment issue results on the decrease of solid and liquid RAW

generation, which is seen in last years. The increased RAW generation in years 1998 and 2000 related to reconstruction

works on the NPP V-1 Bohunice. Management of RAW consists of the collection, separation, storage, treatment and

conditioning, transportation and disposal of the RAW. Liquid RAW are conditioned by bituminisation and cementation.

Solid RAW are fragmented and compressed, or incinerated. Consolidated RAW with low and intermediate activity are

treated in the way that they are finally prepared for disposal into fibre reinforced concrete containers, where they are

imbedded by active cement sealing. 

Aims:

The basic strategic aims in the field of RAW management as well as of NPPs decommissioning are included in the

Energy Policy of the Slovak Republic approved by the Government of the Slovak Republic in 2000:

Short-term aim: 
• to elaborate the conception of economic, pragmatic and time procedure for treatment of the spent nuclear fuel and to

propose the procedure of decommissioning of the NPPs 

The strategic aim: 
• to finish the conception of the back part of fuel cycle of the nuclear power engineering. The basic idea of its solution

is establishing of the Permanent Underground RAW Repository in the Slovak Republic. Preparation and development
works on this task has already started in 1996 and they are covered by resources of the State fund for decommissioning
of nuclear energy facilities and RAW. 
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Generation of liquid RAW by NPPs V-1 and  V-2 Bohunice 

Source: ÚJD SR

Solid and liquid RAW generation in NPP Mochovce

Source: ÚJD SR

Generation of solid RAW by NPPs V-1 and V-2 Bohunice 

Source: ÚJD SR
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RECYCLING OF WASTE AND RECOVERY OF SECONDARY RAW
MATERIALS

Recycling and re-using of waste are important parts of enforcement of the sustainable development principles in waste

management. 

According to the Act No. 223/2001 Coll. on Waste the municipalities, besides the obligation of the waste keeper and

the obligation to elaborate the Waste Management Programme (WMP), are obligated to introduce the appropriate waste

collection system and to provide, or to enable the collection and transport of municipal waste (MW) generated on the

territory of municipality - for purposes of its utilisation or disposal, including liability to ensure the collection containers

suitable for collection of MW, as well as to provide the space for inhabitants, where they can deliver separated  MW

components within the separated MW collection. 

The municipalities are obligated to provide, according to demand, collection and transport of bulky waste for purpose

of their utilisation or disposal apart from the separately collected household waste fractions with the content of harmful

substances and small construction and demolition waste. 

Both MW and small building waste generators (the inhabitant is included here) are obligated:

- to join the MW collection system in the municipality 

- to use the MW collection containers in the municipality 

- to deposit the MW or its separated components, as well as small construction and demolition waste on the special
spaces established by municipality and into the collection containers suitable for the MW collection system. 

Collecting and processing of the waste paper in SR The trend in iron scrap processing in the SR in the years 1993 - 2000

Packaging waste utilisation in 2000 - with the specification of the strategic goals for 2005

Source: MŽP SRSource: MŽP SR

Source: MŽP SR



Aims:

The strategic aim of the Slovak Republic in this field is to adopt The Act on Packaging and Packaging Waste, which

will be in full compliance with the provisions of European Parliament and Council Directive 94/62/EC on Packaging and

Packaging Waste (the law proposal deadline was before 31st March 2002). 

The Quantitative aims in the field of packaging waste management determined in Waste Management Programme of

the Slovak Republic till 2005:

• material  utilisation of packaging waste (in total) - 30%, of glass - 60%, of paper and paperboard - 26%, of metals/iron,
wood and combined materials - 11%, of plastics - 31%

• energetic utilisation of packaging waste (in total) - 12%, of paper and paperboard - 9%, of combined materials - 7%, of
wood - 69% and of plastics - 11%

• disposal of packaging waste by landfilling (in total) - 58%, of glass - 40%, of paper and paperboard - 65%, of metals/iron
89%, of combined materials - 82%, of wood - 20%, of plastics - 58%.
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DEMOGRAPHY, EDUCATION AND LIVING STANDARD

DEMOGRAPHIC DEVELOPMENT

The process of economic and social transformation in the SR is proved even in the population development. The

population of Slovakia obtains the character of Western European population type (delaying the marriages, birth of

children in later age of the parents, few-membered families).

The demographic development in the SR in nineties of the last century was characterised by gradual decrease of

natality and fertility of women - within the frame of stagnating mortality of population. The resulting effect was the natural

increase of population decrease. Expected secondary demography wave, which should has brought the increased

reproduction in relation to the increase of the number of young people born in seventies has not come. As the result of

women fertility decrease, the number of born children are decreasing every year. The mentioned reality resulted the

further decrease of the natural increase of population, which is year-by-year closer to zero value. 

The result of the mentioned demographic processes there was the decline of the reproduction rates and the population

age composition. There continued the process of inhabitants' ageing, proved by the increase of mean age with both sexes

and worsening of ageing index.

The ageing index, counted for both sexes, got worse by 3.7 point in comparison to 1999 and in 2000 it achieved the

value of 94.2. It means that per 100 inhabitants at the age from 0 to 14 years there were 94.2 persons in the productive

age (in 1999 it was about 90.5 persons). 

DEMOGRAPHY, EDUCATION AND
LIVING STANDARD

• DEMOGRAPHIC DEVELOPMENT
• NATIONALITY MINORITY ISSUE
• URBANISATION AND TERRITORIAL PLANNING
• HOUSING QUALITY
• EDUCATION
• EXPENDITURES ON EDUCATION
• LIVING STANDARD
• UNEMPLOYMENT
• INCOME  INEQUALITY 
• POVERTY 

Trend in the basic demographic indicators in the SR in 1990 - 2000 The ageing index in 1990 - 2000

Source: MZ SRSource: MZ SR



Aims: 

The family is the place of life creation, human character formation, and values acquirement as the most precious human

potential. Coming out of this incommutable position and meaning of family in the individual and social life in 1996 there

was approved by the Government of the SR new Concept of the State Family Policy ("Concept of SFP") formulating the

basic position of family role in the democratic society. The approved concept of the family policy determined as its

strategic aims:

• achieving the relative economical family independence as a base of their civic independence and applying their
responsibility and the choice of their own future

• providing the family successfulness guarding its functions

• supporting the stability and social quality of the marital and parental relations in the meaning of equality and mutual
sharing of the family roles

• creating of the optimal conditions for self-reproduction of the society.

In this relation "The Report about the Family State in the SR" from 2000 signalised the following problems, which must

become the centre of the state attention:

• the population is ageing and this process will be continuing; post-productive group of the population will pose bigger
claim in the social field than before

• it is necessary to influence the social awareness with the aim to achieve sense the child value through its own  future,
as a meaning of life, to create the environment which will respect for marriage and parenthood - on the contrary to the
offered consumer way of life.

NATIONALITY MINORITY ISSUE

The rate and respect quality of human rights and basic freedoms in the practical life is one of the main indicators of

the plurality democracy level in the state.

• in 1998 there was created the function of the Deputy Prime Minister of the SR for Human and Minority Rights and
Regional Development, 

• within the frame of the Slovak Parliament there was established the Committee of the National Council of the Slovak
Republic for Human Rights and Minorities,

• Slovakia is the contracting party of the decisive majority of the multilateral UN and Council of the Europe agreements
in the field of human rights:

- in 1995 the SR acceded to the Framework Convention for Nationality Minorities Protection,

- in July 1995 the President of the SR ratified the European Charter of Regional and Minorities Languages,

• in 1999 there was approved the Act on Minorities Languages Using in the Official Intercourse in the Municipalities,
where at least 20% of inhabitants of Slovakia avows to the particular nationality, 

• in 1991 there came into force the Amendment of the
Constitution of the SR, which: (a) provides supremacy
of the rights entrenched in the international human
and legal conventions above Slovak legislation, (b)
established the institute of the public protector of the
rights (ombudsman), as a part of the protection
mechanism of the civic freedoms,

• in May 2000, the Government of the SR elaborated
the Action Plan for Prevention of All Forms of
Discrimination, Racism, Xenophobia, anti-Semitism
and other Forms of Intolerance for period of 2000-
2001.
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Aims:

The SR is democratic and legal state, avowing to the ideals of fulfilment and performance of the human rights and basic

freedoms, as well as to their strict legal protection. By the Resolution of the Government of the SR there was approved

the Action Plan for Prevention of All Forms of  Discrimination, Racism, Xenophobia, anti-Semitism and other Forms of
Intolerance for period of 2000-2001 resulting the following tasks:

• to realise the national conference aimed to all forms of discrimination, racism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism, and of other
form of intolerance prevention (fulfilled)

• to create the web site dedicated to all forms of discrimination, racism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism, and other form of
intolerance prevention (fulfilled)

• to provide systematic education of the officers of the Army of the SR, Police Forces, social service facilities employees,
social affair department employees, judges, prosecutors, and the members of the Prison and Judicial Guard of the SR
in the field of all forms of discrimination, racism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism, and other form of intolerance prevention
(gradually fulfilling)

• to implement the issue of all forms of discrimination, racism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism, and other form of intolerance
prevention into the school curricula of the basic and secondary schools (gradually fulfilling)

• to provide the exhibitions, competitions, advertising and other media campaigns in this field - (fulfilling).

URBANISATION AND TERRITORIAL PLANNING

The aim of this indicator is to give the overall picture about the increase/decrease of urban population, to specify the

intensity of inhabitants' migration from rural to urban areas and to specify the impact of this process on sustainable

development of the society. 

The process of the urbanisation, it means movement of the inhabitants from rural to urban areas, from small-sized

settlements to larger ones culminated in the Slovak Republic in the beginning of the nineties of the last century. The

migration of the population in this period related to the centrally planned economy of the former CSSR, especially to the

housing construction directed to the metropolitan centres of the settlement, where there were concentrated the main

investment actions and working opportunities. 

Cancellation of the central planning economy has begun to change also the directions of the population migration. In

the presence migration processes can be characterized as the concentration of the population to some settlements situated

in the suburbs and in the commuting distance of the metropolitan cities. This fact can be documented on the example of

the capital of the SR - Bratislava. In the nineties of the last century the immigration to Bratislava had exhibited declination

and it has reached in average only 1.7 thousand persons (while in the eighties it reached almost 4.1 thousand persons a

year). On the contrary, traditionally emigration region Bratislava-suburb, since 1990 has registered migration gains - in an

annual average of 262 persons a year. Analogical deconcentration tendencies were recorded also in other metropolitan

centers - especially in relation with new territorial and administrative arrangement of the SR since 1996. 

The structure of the SR inhabitants according to nationalities in 1991
and 2001 (%)

The structure of the inhabitants according to the mother tongue in 1991
and 2001 (%)

Source: ŠÚ SRSource: ŠÚ SR



Aims

The principles of the sustainable development of the rural areas are

present for example in:

• The National Plan of the Regional Development of the Slovak Republic,
which has the strategic aim to provide the continual balancing of the
differences among regions, to support the social-economic cohesion
and to provide the continual increasing of the living standard. One of
the six main aims of this programme is to provide the development of
the rural areas and multifunctional agriculture. 

• The National Environmental Action Programme of the Slovak Republic
II, which in the sector E: "Care of  Nature, Landscape and Territorial
Development" gives, apart from other, following tasks: 

- to increase the quality of the environment in the frame of the urban
and rural landscape 

- to support the territorial planning processes and processing of
territorial planning documentation in harmony with sustainable
development principles.
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Urbanisation rate of the SR according to regions

Source: MŽP SR

The population distribution among the cities and municipalities in 1970
- 2000

Source: ŠÚ SR
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HOUSING QUALITY

The statistic data about the development of basic indicators in the field of the housing quality in last decade document

in general improvement of the analysed parameters - it means decrease of the number of the persons per one permanently

occupied housing unit and the increase of the floor area per one inhabitant. The Government of the SR has obliged to

create economic conditions for housing construction of 14,000 housing units in average a year. In the field of completing

the housing units the strategic aim being fulfilled by 80%.

However the more detailed statistics in the field of housing construction and building industry shows that new housing

construction is directed to construction of more luxurious, large-flour area housing units (in 2000 the floor area of

completed housing unit reached 135.0 m2 in average, and from the total number of 12,391 completed housing units there

were 74.3% of the private family houses). The government of the SR supports the construction of community flats for

socially weaker groups, young families and for people in material distress, that was manifested by supporting the

construction of 3,660 community flats in 2001.

Aims: 

The Concept of the State Housing Policy till 2005 with the perspective till 2010 and The Concept of Housing Construction
Development are basic programme documents of the Government in the field of housing development. Their fundamental

priority is housing quality increase. The fulfilment of this aim is determined by creating the economical, legislative, and

organising presumptions for:

• Housing units construction. The fulfilment of this aim requires the gradual increase of housing unit construction so that
in 2002 there will be completed app. 18,000 housing units and the intensity of the construction in the long-term period
will reach 5 to 6 flats per 1,000 inhabitants a year. 

• The reconstruction of the existing housing fund. The fulfilment of this aim requires the renewal of 166,000 flats in the
period to 2010 that presents, at the gradual increase of the renewed housing units, in 2005 app. 18,000 housing units
to be renewed and 25,000 housing units annually in the following years.

• Technical infrastructure construction so that there will not be any aim of housing units construction jeopardise. 

• Housing units construction dedicated for the special groups of population: population in social (material) need,
population who need the special care, for inadaptable population.

The main tools of state housing policy with the aim to fulfil determined priorities are: loan tools, grant tools, tax tools,

price policy tools and the modification of the legislative frame.

The development of the basic housing quality indicators The development in the number of completed  housing units - with the
specified strategic aim

Source: SÚ SR, MVRR SR

Source: SÚ SR

** as completed housing unit there are considered flats after issuing
of approval.
Aims in 1998 - 2001 come out of  the Programme Declaration of the
Government; the aim for 2002 is determined in the Concept of State
Housing Policy and of Housing Construction Development.



EDUCATION 

A. positive changes:
- de-ideologise the schools, 

- establishment of the non-state schools (private, church),

- establishment of the first alternative schools (Waldorf schools, ITV,
Rogersian's, Open schools, THV schools etc.),

- well established and functioning basic schools system,

- issuing of new curricula and school books for basic schools and
secondary schools,

- enforcing of the foreign languages education, 

- introducing of the bilingual studies at some grammar schools,

- universities achieved the academic rights and freedoms,

- 1.7 times higher number of the students admitted at universities - in
comparison to 1990 (25.5% of 18 years old population).

B. negative tendencies:
- insufficient education level of the inhabitants mainly in the field of the tertiary (post - graduation) education: the

share of the economically active population at the age from 25 to 64 years within the tertiary education reaches in
the SR only 10%,

- under-average number of the secondary school graduates accepted for university studies and for tertiary sphere of
education,

- low share of  the secondary school  graduates on annual population volume of proper age groups - 69.1%, 

- inappropriate rate of the students at grammar schools (16.8 %) - in comparison to vocational (SOU) - 44.0%, and
special schools (SOŠ) - 37.4 %,  

- lower average length of school attendance (app. 14.7 year).

Aims:
- to increase the share of the university students from present annual population volume of the proper age group of 25%

to 30% in 2002 and to 35% to 2015;

- to increase gradually the share of university educated people within the economically active group of population - from
the present 8% to 12% till 2010 and to 16-20% till 2020;

- within the frame of the tertiary sphere of education (post-graduation studies, higher special schools, vocational high
schools, special high schools, universities) will gradually study to 50% of population till 2015; 

- to increase the share of secondary school graduates (up to 80% till 2010);
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The share of the secondary school graduates admitted to university
studies

Source: MŠ SR

Note: the red columns represent the aim determined for proper years in
the "Concept of the Education Development in the SR for next 15-20
years" (project "Millennium") 
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- to increase the number of the grammar school students from the present 17-18% to 25 - 30% of the proper population
year;

- to lengthen the compulsory school attendance;

- to create the conditions for lifelong education of the largest possible number of the persons interested;

- to provide the access to the higher education also for the children from the socially weaker families; to take special care
about the Roma inhabitants, minorities, talented students etc., 

- to support integrated forms of education oriented to disabled children (who needs special pedagogical care) and to the
intact children population.

EXPENDITURES ON EDUCATION

Education is one of the most significant and permanent priorities of every modern and developed society influencing

the long-term prosperity of every country.

In the SR expenditures on education and science reach to 3.7% of the GDP. The average monthly salary in education (it

means in the branch of the economic activity with the highest number of university educated employees) is the second

lowest (behind the agriculture and forestry) and in 1994 to 1999 lags behind the average salary in the national economy

by 13 up to 17%, while the trend of lagging is gradually increasing. 

In 1999 in Europe, there was given smaller part of GDP for higher education (Universities) only in Rumania and

Bulgaria. Under-financing of the education has in the SR in reality increasing tendency. The expenditures for one

university student in 1997 reach only 38% of the expenditures in 1990. 

Aims: 

The decisive role of the state in the field of the elimination of education recession from the Government regard is in

its gradual conceptual development and in the ensuring of equality in access to education. The role of the state will be to

create the conditions for the education quality ensuring and ensuring its equality with the developed European countries.

The Government measures in the field of education financing are specified in "The National Programme of Education
in the SR", connected to "Programme Declaration of the Government of the SR" from November 1998:

• to increase the expenditures on education in the SR at least to 5% of GDP till 2006,

• to increase the social and especially financial evaluation of teachers, educators by app. 60%,

• by increasing of the incomes and social evaluation to achieve that the state of required pedagogue qualification will
reach more 90% between 2015 and 2020.

Trend in the expenditures for higher education (Universities) with
regard to GDP development (in current prices) 

Trend in the expenditures on education - with regard to GDP
development (in current prices)

Source: ŠÚ SR and MŠ SRSource: MŠ SR



LIVING STANDARD 

The present development of the Slovak economy is determined by removal of both internal and external unbalances

manifesting on the macro-economical and the micro-economical level. Consequently, the strict economic measures
adopted for macro-economy revitalisation in negative way impact on the living standard of the population - by the

decreasing of population incomes, by unemployment development, as well as by reduction of benefits of social assistance,

which are also restricted by the Government measures.

The statistic data about both real wages and real retirements development show their decrease with regard to 1989.

In 1999 the biggest share of expenses in the structure of net money expenditures according to household budget survey

represented the expenses for foodstuffs and non-alcoholic beverages, balancing in the range from 23.8% (in case of the

self-employers) to 39.9% (in the case of pensioners). The second largest expenditures in all kind of households represented

the expenses for housing (from 13% in case of self-employees to 20.2% in the case of pensioners). 

The comparison of the net money incomes between the households without the children and with the children from

1999 - with regard to net month income for one member of childless household (100%): household with one child -76%,

household with two children - 63% and household with three and more children - 49%.
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The index of the nominal and real wages growth in the SR (year 1989 =
100%)

Source: MPSVaR SR

Index of nominal and real retirement growth (year 1989 = 100%)

Source: MPSVaR SR

The development of the consumer prices indices (living cost) - the same
period of last year = 100

Source: MPSVaR SR
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Aims: 

The basic aims determined in the Programme Declaration of the Government of the SR from November 1998:

• to create the presumptions for the increase of living standard of the population,

• to focus on those population groups, whose social status is for any reason endangered (i.e. elderly people, disabled
people, ethnic minorities representatives, long-term unemployed etc.)

• to guarantee the average level of the minimum wage and lowest wage tariffs, to consider the height of the living
minimum and its valorisation mechanism,

• to continue in the transformation of the social security - to create the socially fair system founded on the personal
participation, civic responsibility, social solidarity, and state guarantee. 

UNEMPLOYMENT

The unemployment is a natural phenomenon and attribute of free society based on the market economy and

democracy. Its uncontrollable development causing the mass growth of the unemployment however causes not only

serious economical but also social problems (family disintegration, damage of mental and physical health and various

social- pathological phenomena).

First sudden increase of unemployment was recorded in the SR in 1991. It was caused especially because of armament

production conversion, rising the prices of the inputs in the raw material and material demanding branches of the

economy, disintegration of the eastern markets and disability to re-act to sudden structural changes.  Sudden increase of

the unemployment marked before the end of 1998 was influenced especially by the rising of labour force resources (the

cause of demographic development), by the decreasing of the dynamics of economic growth and the lack of finances in

the enterprises - it ended in the collective redundancies of the employees.

The unemployment development in period 1994-1998 influenced the employment growth in the private sector -

accompanied with the decrease of employment in the public sector (in 1994 the private sector contributed to employment

in the SR with 40.5%, in 1998 it was up to 65.2%.) In this period there has radically changed also the branch structure of

employment - employment markedly decreased in industry, agriculture, forestry, transport and construction sectors. On

the contrary, the most intensive increase in employment was marked in the branch of public administration, other public,

social and personal services, financing and insurance. 

The share of the unemployed women and graduates on total number of
the registered unemployed

Trend in the registered unemployment rate (%) - with strategic aim
determined in the Programme Declaration of the Government of the SR

Source: ŠÚ SRSource: ŠÚ SR



Aims:

As the strategic aim of employment policy is regarded the aim determined in Art.35, § 3 of the Constitution of the SR

(the civic right for work) and in the Act on Employment, which specifies that the aim of employment policy is to provide

the work for all, who can and want to work and who search for employment, to minimise the extent of unemployment and

to provide the unemployment benefit for the inhabitants, who did not lose the employment intentionally. Its realisation

would enable to come near to the aim specified in the Programme Declaration of the Government of the SR - to decrease
the unemployment to the level of 10%. 

For realising of the determined aim there was elaborated The National Plan of Employment and the Concept of

Employment Policy till 2002 aimed to the following priorities:

• to decrease the unemployment,

• to support the business development,

• to support flexibility of the enterprises and their employees,

• to enforce the policy of equal job opportunities, or to enforce the equal opportunities with equal right for men and
women. 

INCOME  INEQUALITY

The income inequality and from this indicator resulting statistical distribution of the households according to incomes

- around the imaginary line of living minimum - represent one of the indicators to describe the economic maturity of

relevant country, functionality of the social state policy, and accuracy of the applied measures.

On the basis of long-term statistic data, household distribution according to incomes in the SR declined in the direction

of the lowest income categories (in 1999 app. 40% households felt to the income interval between the living minimum and

the average income). The position of household on the income scale is influenced first of all by: number of economically

active members of the household, number of children in the household, total number of household members, age of head

of household, his education, kind of his/her employment and the settlement size.

In spite of the slight increase of the differences in incomes, the SR belongs among the countries with the lowest income

inequality in the world. According to accessible data app. 20% of the poorest households in the SR contributes to the total

incomes or consumption with 11.9%, while 20% of the richest homes contributes to the total incomes or consumption with

31.4%. According to UNDP data ("Human Development Report 2000") the income inequality (the rate of the richest and

the poorest) was in Slovakia the lowest in the world in the period of 1987-1998.
Aims: 
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Comparison of the net monthly incomes (NMI) per 1 household member in 1st and 10th decile
groups 

Source: UNDP
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The income inequality is the complex result of the interaction among the political, economical, social

and educational policies of the state - which have in general the aim to provide the sustainable increase of the economic

performance of the state, to reduce existing differences in the economic performances among the individual regions, to

provide the optimal employment policy, to realise the measures directed towards the increase of the living standard,

education of the population etc.

The aims of state policy in this field is necessary to find especially in the fields of the fight against the poverty, social

and society marginalisation of the most endangered groups of population. 

POVERTY

In the SR the term of "poverty" is not defined within the existing legal system framework. As its synonym in the SR we

can consider the term "material need" (state when the income of an inhabitant does not reach the level of life subsistence

("living minimum") specified by separated regulation). This term comes out from the legislatively determined term "living

minimum" (§1 sect.1 of the Act No. 124/1998 Coll. on Living minimum, which determines the minimal income limits for

the individual or the family members).

High unemployment and increasing of the living expenses contribute to the poverty growth. Poverty is determined in

the SR especially by social and demographic, territorial (regions with the highest rate of unemployment), or ethnical
aspects (Roma inhabitants). The first analysis of the poverty in the SR on the basis of the micro-census in 1996 showed

The average gross monthly wages (SKK) of employees in the economy of the SR by occupation in the SR in 1999

Source: ŠÚ SR

The average gross monthly wages (SKK) of employees in the economy of the SR by section of economic activity (NACE) in the SR in 1999

Source: ŠÚ SR



that about 5% of inhabitants had to survive for less than $2 a day (markedly over the central European average) and on

the other hand, the number of people in the SR living for less than $4 a day was in comparison to central European average

considerably lower (about 11%). 

Aims: 

The priority in this field is to create the effective and efficient state policy with regard to endangered groups of

inhabitants, which will operate not only as a "social network" but it will motivate in such way to increase not only the real

living standard but also the subjective feeling of self-asserting of inhabitants and all groups of inhabitants.

National strategy of the sustainable development of the SR (NSDS) approved by the Resolution of the Government of

the SR from 2001 determined following strategic aims in this area:

• to reduce the social differences in the society, to decrease the rate of unemployment, to complete the transformation
of the social security system, and to support the employment policy

• constantly to improve the living conditions of the socially endangered groups of population and the families 

• to improve in complex the Roma nationality minority status.

In order to achieve these aims, the Government of the SR obliged the responsible ministers to implement the above-

mentioned aims into following conceptual documents:

• "The National Programme of Social Protection" - till 2003

• "The National Programme of the Fight against the Poverty and Social Exclusion" - till 2003

• "The National Plan of the Employment and Implementation of the European Principles of Employment" - till 2004

• "The National Plan of the Regional Development - updating" - till 2003.
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The development of the inhabitants number in the material need - with
the rate of the unemployed recipients of the benefits of social assistance 

The share of the benefits of social assistance recipients with jointly
regarded persons - from the total number of the inhabitants living in the
particular region - as of July 2001

Source: MPSVaR SRSource: MPSVaR SR
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HEALTH CARE AND ITS ACCESSIBILITY

The network of the medical facilities is defined by the system of public and non-public medical facilities, which are

organised in such number, structure and distribution as to create conditions for the provision of the state guaranteed

medical care.

The analysis of the medical facilities network in the SR led to the finding that the structure and distribution at the

regional level is unsatisfactory and significant regional differences are observed on the level of individual regions. 

The measures in the field of reorganisation of the medical facilities network started to manifest themselves more

markedly only during last years - especially in the field of institutional medical care. Since 1998, the number of so-called

acute hospital beds has decreased by 16% (in 1998 there were 32,611 acute hospital beds, in 2001 only 27,400) and their

number is still decreasing. From the medical branches the largest number of the beds was reduced in the branch of internal

medicine, gynaecology and obstetrics, paediatrics, and surgery. 

The reduction of beds number in medical facilities resulted even in the reduction of the health personnel (especially

nurses) - from 1998 to 2001 the total decrease was 1,682 it means by 9%.

HEALTH AND HEALTH CARE

• HEALTH CARE AND ITS ACCESSIBILITY

• MORTALITY RATE

• AVERAGE LIFE EXPECTANCY AT BIRTH

• ABORTIVENESS, CONTRACEPTION USAGE
AND REPRODUCTION 

• NUTRITION OF POPULATION 

• SPECIFIC DRINKING WATER CONSUMPTION
IN HOUSEHOLDS 

• POPULATION CONNECTED TO PUBLIC
WATER-SUPPLIES

• POPULATION CONNECTED TO PUBLIC
SEWERAGE

The number of doctors in the primary outpatient health care -
international comparison

The number of doctors in the secondary outpatient health care -
international comparison

Source: MZ SRSource: MZ SR



Aims:

By the reduction and changing the orientation of medical facilities and medical services to remove regional differences
in their structure and distribution, to achieve the effective utilisation of beds, to achieve the state of providing the medical

care on the high professional level, continuously and permanently, to improve its accessibility and to ensure the

improvement of patients’ comfort. From the objectives set by the Ministry of Health of the SR (MZ SR) in this field, we

can specify following: 

• to shorten gradually the average treatment time app. by one day a year,

• to increase beds utilisation in the internal departments to 80%, in surgery - to 76%,

• to achieve the state of 27,000 acute beds, it means about 5 beds per 1,000 inhabitants and in long-term horizon to
approach 4.4 beds per 1,000 inhabitants,

• to increase the evenness in accessibility especially in the secondary medical care on the regional level.

MORTALITY RATE

In the development of mortality according to the cause of death there has not been significant changes during last

decade. 

The highest long-term mortality rate amongst the population is that caused by circulatory system diseases (CSD). The

comparison of the data of mortality rate caused by CSD from 1999 (the death of 28,668 persons) and 1990 (the death of

29,128 persons) documents only slight decrease in the mortality by CSD. With both sexes, CSD are the main reason of

mortality, with men they present almost 50% (48.2), with women up to 62.2%.

The second most often cause of death of inhabitants with both sexes (with men 25.4%, with women 19.8%) are tumours.

The percentage of these diseases on deaths has slightly decreased in comparison to 1990, while in the long-term the

highest mortality is caused by tumour diseases of trachea, bronchial tubes and lungs, as well as malignant tumour of

stomach and large intestine.

From the long-term point of view, it is possible to value positively the development in infant mortality, when there was

the decrease from 12.1 ‰ in 1990 to 8.6 ‰ in 2000.

Similar favourable tendency is noticed also in neonatal mortality, when in 2000 this indicator achieved the value of 5.4

‰  (comparing to 8.4 ‰ in 1990). 

World Health Organisation (WHO) calculates the standardised mortality for theoretical European population

("European standard"), that eliminates the difference in the age composition of inhabitants. Within the frame of Central

and Eastern European countries, the values of standardised mortality in the SR belong to lower ones, however in

comparison with the lowest values of Western European countries these values are markedly higher.

RIO+10 report86

HEALTH AND HEALTH CARE

The number of acute beds - international comparison 

Source: MZ SR



Aims: 

In accordance with the present social, economical and health

conditions, following priority tasks are defined in the State Health
Policy (approved by the SR Government in 2000):

1. Decreasing of the differences in the Slovak population health 

2. Healthy start to life

3. Youth health

4. Healthy ageing 

5. The development of the palliative care and medical ethics 

6. Mental health improvement 

7. Infectious and non-infectious diseases and injuries reduction 

8. Healthy and safety environment 

9. Negative habits reduction and healthy life style

10. Responsibility for health

11. Quality management in health services and in other sectors.

AVERAGE LIFE EXPECTANCY AT BIRTH

The average life expectancy at birth is an important demographic indicator. This indicator, which is also known as a

expectation for survival, describes the average number of years that a newborn could expect to live if he or she were to

pass through life subject to age-specific death rates of a given period.

After 1990, the decrease of the total mortality and especially of infants and newborns was recorded, what resulted in

the extension of the average life expectancy at birth. 

Thus, the average life expectancy is gradually increasing in the SR, however in terms of Europe, Slovakia ranks amongst

average countries. From the international comparison (the status in 1999-2000) we can see that men lag in this indicator

in more than 7 years behind the longest living Icelanders and women behind the longest living French in almost 6 years.
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The most often causes of death in the SR - state in 2000

Source: MZ SR

Standardised mortality in all diseases in 2000

Source: ÚZIŠ



Aims: 

The basic aims in this field are determined in The Programme Declaration of the Government of the SR from November

1998, according to which one of the main Slovak Government priorities is: "…providing for the protection of life,

health…the support of sustainable development and improvement of the environment". 

The above-mentioned priority was elaborated in many conceptual and strategic documents of the MZ SR, especially in:

• The State Health Policy of the Slovak Republic (approved by the Government of the SR on 8th November 2000), which
has the aim to "direct the interests and efforts of all society components to health as a key factor of the society
development".

• National Programme of the Health Support for the Years 2001 to 2003 (approved on 18th October 2000), the main
objective of which is to contribute to the health improvement of the inhabitants and to the decrease of regional
differences in the health condition of inhabitants. 

ABORTIVENESS, CONTRACEPTION USAGE AND REPRODUCTION

The women fertility decreased in nineties in all age categories of women groups, the most markedly in the low age

groups that shifted the age of the highest fertility to the higher age. At present there is the highest fertility in the age of 25.
The highest decrease was, on the other hand, recorded in the age group from 18 to 24 years, which contributed, till the

end of eighties, to the total fertility with almost 60%. During the last 10 years the fertility of 20 to 24-year old women
decreased by more than 50%. The rate of live-born out-of-marriage in 1999 increased up to 16.9%, that indicates potentially

the shift to a new model of the reproduction behaviour. 

The abortiveness after 1989 has been decreasing significantly - in ten years the number of legally induced abortions has

decreased by 60%. There has changed the relation between the development of the fertility and the legally induced
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Average life expectancy in the SR in 2000 - international comparison Trend in average life expectancy in 1990 - 2000

Source: MZ SR

Source: ÚZIŠ
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abortion - at present both indicators show markedly decreasing trend. With married women in the age from 20 to 35, the
number of legally induced abortions has decreased in last decade by more than 60%, with single women by 40 to 60% - the

biggest decrease was recorded with women at the age of 20 to 29. In the developed countries of Western Europe there are

amongst the applicants for abortion mainly single and divorced women at the age up to 24, mainly childless, it means

women, which have decided not to have a child yet. In the SR there prevail married women at the age over 25 with 2 and

more children amongst the abortion applicants. More exact indicator is the number of legally induced abortions per 1,000

women in the fertile age, between the age of 15 and 49. In 1998, there were 12.6 abortions per 1.000 women in the fertile
age, which caused that the SR ranked on the level of the developed Western European Countries.

Aims:

The analysis of causes of the fertility decrease from 1997 proved that the social and economical conditions of the life

of population belong to highly sensitive factors influencing the demographic behaviour of families in conditions of the SR.

It is possible to suppose objectively, that without substantial positive changes in this field we cannot expect any more

significant shift in the direction of "profamily behaviour" of young people. 

NUTRITION OF INHABITANTS

The deteriorating economic situation of families is reflected negatively in basic components of nutrition and it becomes

the serious obstacle of achieving the positive effect in the consuming habits, especially in the families with children and

elder people.

From data comparison of the basic foodstuff groups consumption in 1990-2000 with recommended doses (RDC) of

these foodstuffs, it follows that:

• positive changes comparing to 1990 manifested in the decrease of meat and meat products consumption (1990/2000 -
decrease by 23.2kg), thus the SR approximated RDC - 57.3kg/inhabitant/year.

The development in the contraception usage with the fertile age women The development of the abortiveness indicators

Source: ÚZIŠSource: ÚZIŠ

Live births in 1980 - 2000 (‰)

Source: ŠÚ SR



• negative changes comparing to 1990 - causing the receding from the RDC - manifested in the consumption of fresh
vegetables (comparing to 1990 the decrease by 7.5kg/inhabitant/year), potatoes (decrease by 18.4kg), milk and milk
products (decrease by 66.1kg). The unfavourable trend persists also in sugar, spirits and other alcoholic drinks
consumption. 

Data evaluation on foodstuffs consumption from the nutrition aspect from 2000 (compared with the amount of

recommended nutrition doses - RND) document: 

• lower consumption of calcium (by 23.5%), vitamin B1 (by 9.7%), vitamin B2 (by 23.1%) and vitamin C taken in by food
(by 40.8%). Low calcium and vitamin B2 consumption can relate to low milk and milk products consumption. The
deficit of vitamin C persists as a cause of low fruit and vegetable consumption. 

• redundancies in the consumption of proteins (by 35.3%) and fats (by 31.8%). Redundancy in energy consumption was
only 5.0%. 

Aims:      

In order to ensure the appropriate nutrition, the Government of the SR approved in 1999 the Programme of the
Improvement of Population’s Nutrition, the objective of which is the improvement of the present nutrition standard and at

the same time also the health status of population - fully utilising one of the most important prevention factors: proper

nutrition in relation to the age, sex, employment and to the existing living conditions of humans. Fundamental aims to 2010:

1. to ensure the decrease of:
• the daily energetic intake by 10%,
• fats intake as a nutrient at least by 20%,
• cholesterol intake by 30%,
• animal proteins intake by 10%,
• sucrose (beet sugar) intake by 30% up to 40%,
• sodium chloride (kitchen salt) intake at least by 30%.

2. to reduce the intake of nutrition components in order to:
• the fat share in the total energetic intake was not more than 30% with the

following structure: a) saturated fatty acids - 10%, 
b) monoene fatty acids - 10%, 
c) polyene fatty acids 10%,

• provide that the energetic protein intake representing only 10-12% of energetic intake.

3. to achieve the increased intake of:
• vitamins C, E and beta carotene, 
• total saccharides (polysaccharides, indigestible saccharides)
• non-saturated fatty acids of n-3 type (of fish origin),
• magnesium and calcium,
• trace elements of zinc and selenium. 
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SPECIFIC DRINKING WATER CONSUMPTION IN HOUSEHOLDS

Specific drinking water demand for households (SDWDiH) is specified by the amount of water supply for household

(i.e. water invoiced for households) per one supplied inhabitant per time unit.

The drinking water supply for households (so-called water invoiced to households) with regard to all drinking water

supply forms the most substantial share (64.7% in 2000). Since 1990, the drinking water supply for households has had,

even in spite of the increasing number of supplied inhabitants, the decreasing trend (it means the decrease by 29.4% in

period of 1990-2000). This fact has reflected itself also in the decrease of the specific demand of drinking water in

households by 38%. In districts with the highest rate of unemployment and the lowest rate of development, with

insufficient economic background (especially in municipalities with the number of resident inhabitants up to 2,000)

SDWDiH has decreased in some cases even under the lower limit of the hygienic minimum (it means under 70 l a person

a day). This condition occurred especially as a consequence of changed economic situation and the increase of the water

prices (the first significant increase of prices happened in 1993, when the water price rose up by 130%.)

The perspective specific drinking water demand expected in accordance with the European countries average (160-170

l per capita per day) will be reached not earlier than in the period of years 2020-2030. Before 2010, the water demand of

app. 139 l per capita per day is expected. 

Aims: 

Pursuant to the Strategy, Principles and Priorities of the State Environmental Policy, approved by NC SR in 1993, one

of the five priorities is:

• an adequate supply of drinking water and reduction of wastewater pollution under permissible limit. 

The aim of the State Health Policy in the SR, approved by the Government of the SR in 2000, is to direct the interests

and efforts of all society components to health as a key factor of the society development and to create the environment,

in which the inhabitants will have guaranteed conditions for the support and protection of their health. Following

objectives are specified in the the Action Plan for Environment and Health of the SR Population, approved by the Slovak

Government in 2000, in the field of drinking water supply: 

• to protect water sources in the SR with regard to sustainable development,

• to affect positively the trend of drinking water quality development in significant indicators from the health point of
view and minimise thus the health risk as a result of water utilisation for drinking,   

• to reduce health risk from water utilisation from all types of sources used for drinking water supply to population in
the SR, make drinking water utilisation in industry for economic purposes more effective.

Specific drinking water demand in households Trend in supplying of inhabitants from public water-supplies 

Source: ŠÚ SRSource: ŠÚ SR



Pursuant to the provisions of the Concept of the Water Management Policy of the SR till 2005 in the field of public

water-supplies and drinking water supply to inhabitants following objectives are suggested: 

• to prepare water resources construction for water supply to deficit areas and areas with endangered water quality
depending on the extension of water supply and on the capacity of used resources,

• to increase the reliability of drinking water supply to population by the construction of the water control system, by the
implementation of the compensation co-operation of the water resources and by extending of resources diversification.

CONNECTION OF INHABITANTS TO PUBLIC WATER-SUPPLIES

The number of inhabitants supplied by water from the public water supplies in the Slovak Republic in 2000 reached
4,479 thousand inhabitants (it means 82.9% from the total number of inhabitants in the SR). In 1995-1998, there was quite

fluent increase in the percentage of the supplied inhabitants, in last two years the pace has slowed down. In 2000, the

increase was only by 0.3%. Comparing to the trends expected in the General Building Scheme (1995), the actual annual

average increase of inhabitants supplied with water was lower by 2.7 thousand inhabitants. The reasons of this trend

included the economic situation worsening, retardation of housing construction, transformation process of water

management and the prepared privatisation of water and sewerage companies. 

The negative phenomenon in the drinking water supply is the substantial difference in the individual Slovak regions -

from 95.5 to 74.6% of inhabitants supplied with drinking water. While the capital city inhabitants are supplied with water

from public water supplies at 100%, the eastern Slovakia inhabitants are supplied only at 76%. 

From the total number of 2,883 municipalities in the Slovak Republic there were built the public water supplies in 1,988

municipalities (it means 68.9%), including all municipalities belonging to in the size category over 5,000 inhabitants. From

895 municipalities without public water supplies 85% were the municipalities in the size category to 1,000 inhabitants.

The data of the hydrogeological research of the territory of the Slovak Republic show, that the possibilities of the

important ground water resources exploitation are practically exhausted and future public water supplies development will

depend on large-capacity surface water resources. 

Even though the percentage of inhabitants supplied with water in the Slovak Republic since 1990 has had the increasing

tendency, the public water-supplies development in the Slovak Republic lags behind the developed European countries,

where the minimum level of the water supply to population is 90%.
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Aims: 

Pursuant to the General Buildings Scheme of Protection and Rational Water Using (2nd edition), which sets strategic

large-scale aims, the development of the public water supplies will concentrate on:

• increasing of the percentage of the inhabitants supplied with water from the public water-supplies and in 2005,
achieving the level of 85% of inhabitants supplied with water, with the aim to approximate developed states in the next
period,

• increasing the utilisation of the capacities of large drinking water sources from the ground water of Žitný Island and
from water reservoirs and accelerating the construction of water mains and water networks in villages,

• water sources building for water supplying to deficit areas and areas with the endangered water quality depending on
the extension of water supply and on the used sources capacity,

• measures implementation to reduce the water losses, water leakage monitoring from the water network and the water
facilities, consistent water consumption measurement and subsequent investments to the reconstruction of long-distant
pipelines and water networks.

The Action Plan for the Environment and Health of Population of the SR specifies in this field following objectives:

• increasing of the number of inhabitants supplied with drinking water from public water supplies,

• gradual drinking water supply to regions with acute shortage of water, mainly Košice, Košice-surrounding, Veľký Krtíš,
Lučenec, Rimavská Sobota, Sp. Nová Ves and Rožňava.

Inseparable component of the development process in the given field is the adoption of the Act on water-supplies and
sewerage, Water and Sewerage Companies transformation by the transfer of the whole state property in the administration

of the State Water and Sewerage Companies to municipalities with the aim to enable the municipalities to fulfil their legal

obligation - to carry out water supply, sewerage and waste water treatment. 

CONNECTION OF INHABITANTS TO THE PUBLIC SEWERAGE SYSTEM

In the field of the sewerage network density, technical parameters, capacities and the gained efficiency of wastewater

treatment plant (WWTP), Slovakia markedly lags behind the developed European countries. Sewerage networks are built

especially in the larger towns and considerable part of the rural area remains out of reach. These facts, especially in

lowlands, cause serious problems of the environmental and hygienic character.

The number of inhabitants living in the households connected to the public sewerage system in 2000 amounted to 

2,956 thousand inhabitants; it means 54.7% from the total inhabitants' number. From the total number of 2,883

independent municipalities, 471 municipalities had the public sewerage system, of which 363 (77%) had the possibility of

wastewater treatment. In spite of the fact that the number of inhabitants connected to the sewage system has been rising

since 1990 in the SR, during the decade, the percentage of inhabitants connected to public sewerage increased just by

3.9%. The number of municipalities with the built public sewerage system has increased by 186 in the same period. 

% of inhabitants connected to public sewerage system in the SR % of  inhabitants connected to public sewerage system in European countries

Source: EurostatSource: ŠÚ SR



The level of public sewerage systems development in the SR lags behind the public water-supplies development and

after 1990 and 1995 this lag is getting even larger. While in 1990 the sewerage facilities of the municipalities lag behind

the water-supplies by 24.5%, in 1995 it was by 26.9% and in 2000 by 28.2%, and it was in spite of quite considerable stage

of unfinished constructions of public sewerage and waste water treatment plants. The trend of the development of

completed WWTP in the period of the last five years is 5 times slower than in the previous years. The construction of the

majority of uncompleted sewerage proceeds very slowly, or it is has been suspended for the lack of finances. 

Aims: 

In compliance with the General Buildings Scheme of Protection and Rational Water Using (2nd edition), which sets

strategic large-scale objectives, the development of public sewerage systems and WWTP will focus at:

• reaching the share of 57% inhabitants living in the households connected to the public sewerage system till 2005,

• urgent completion of the construction or the reconstruction of the most important unfinished sewerage and WWTP
with the aim: 

- to reach the required state of the operation of the existing sewerage systems and WWTP with the most serious
producers of municipal wastewater,

- to provide wastewater treatment in all settlements of the urban character, which have the public sewerage system
without wastewater treatment (especially some settlements with
the number of inhabitants over 5,000),

• after 2005 gradual harmonisation of operation of existing sewerage
systems and WWTP with the requirements of current legislation:

- to ensure in the existing WWTP a reliable operation in order to
achieve the required treatment efficiency,

- to build gradually public sewerage systems with the mechanical
and biological treatment in the municipalities with the number of
equivalent inhabitants over 2,000 and in smaller municipalities,
which are situated in so-called water management sensitive areas. 

The adoption of the Act on public water supplies and sewerage

systems is connected with the development of public sewerage systems,

and with the transformation of Water and Sewerage Companies, which

is connected with the transfer of the state property in the administration

of the state Water and Sewerage Companies to municipalities. 
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STRATEGICAL ENSURANCE OF THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

The success of the SD in the Slovak Republic requires the fundamental change of the existing way of the inhabitants'

and society life. In order to implement this fundamental change, it is necessary to carry out, as the initial condition, the

society’s transition to the conscious, educated (learning), information and environment-friendly society. 

The National Strategy of Sustainable Development (NSDS) implementation will be very difficult and long-term process

resulting in the society transition to the trajectory of the sustainable development.

From the point of view of the achievement of priorities and SD integrated objectives in the SR, it is necessary to

implement the main strategic, mid-term and short-term SD objectives in individual aspects. The basic presumption is the

building and continual improvement of legal instruments and institutions including efficient control mechanisms serving

to inhabitants and the whole society, which would help to gain the determined aims. With their contribution the gradual

improvement can be achieved in the functioning of the public administration and other organisations and institutions (the

key role is played by educational institutions), which would, on the other hand, affect long-term changes in the value

orientation and behaviour of the SR inhabitants in the direction towards SD objectives fulfilment in the SR.

The transition of the Slovak society to SD would essentially be realised in two relatively independent ways:

A. through application of current pre-conditions - in particular support processes and trends, which are being currently
implemented in the Slovak Republic and which are in accordance with the objectives of the NSDS, first of all by:

- consistent SD principles implementation in the EU pre-accession process 

- positive changes in the field of legislation, legislative power, judicial, and administrative processes, by increasing the
responsibility and public control

- strengthening the third sector’s role and by increasing the public participation

- expected education and promotion, by effective exercising of the science and research, by improving the access to
information.

INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK

• STRATEGIC ENSURANCE 
OF THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

• INTERNATIONAL LAW AND CO-OPERATION 

• INFORMATION SOCIETY BUILDING

• ACCESS TO ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION 

• SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT



B. through realisation of tasks of the NSDS and its supporting activities, which directly result from the NSDS objectives
and the direct output of which should be the fulfilment of the NSDS objectives in individual aspects in short-term and
mid-term horizon and gradual achievement of priorities and integrated objectives of sustainable development  of the
Slovak Republic. They include especially:

- continuous assessment of the compliance of principal valid and prepared development documents and legal

regulation with the SD concept (a collection of SD principles and criteria), their mutual harmonisation

- the development of the key strategies and concept of society and economy development (Strategy of the Social

Development in the SR, Strategy of the New Economy in the SR, Strategy of the Information Society in the SR), as

well as Strategy of the State Environmental Policy in the SR updating

- specification of the strategies into the form of action plans 

- elaboration of the National Action Plan of SD in the SR (NAPSD) - the implementation document which will be

direct elaboration of NAPSD into the form of specific measures for the state administration (mainly for central

bodies, especially ministries), but also other society groups

- elaboration of the methods for the development of Regional Agendas 21, Local Agendas 21 and their action plans

for SD documentation of regions, municipalities and their associations 

- strengthening of the Government Council of the SR for SD (the key advisory body of the Government in the field

of the society development), ensuring the functioning of the SD regional councils

- science and research development in the field of SD, application of the new knowledge into particular spheres of

the society (especially to economy, social and natural sciences)

- the support of education in the field of SD (including SD issues into curricula of all types of schools, the education

towards SD principles)

- permanent promotion of SD concept in public media, publishing and widespread distribution of the results of

supportive SD projects in the  SR. 
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INTERNATIONAL LAW AND CO-OPERATION
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BUILDING THE INFORMATION SOCIETY

The society informatisation represents the key element of the legal democratic state forming, the main objective of

which is to approximate the public administration to inhabitants.

The Act on Free Access to Information makes state services accessible to population quickly, effectively and

comfortably 24 hours a day:

• at web sites of the Government Office and individual ministries there are all approved materials in full wording,
materials prepared for the discussion and for comments,

• at the web site of the Government Office there is also information about the Government activity in the field of the
fight against corruption, Roma community supportive programmes and many more,

• on Internet, annual reports, public statements, or the contracts of public administration organisations can be found,

• the established "Infoservis" service provides automatic sending the information from the Government meeting
according to topics chosen by the registrated client of this service,

• by means of Internet the Business Register became accessible,

• the displaying of the Register of Land  ("Cadaster Register") on Internet is also under the preparation and information
about the grants allocation, licences, etc will also be available on Internet in a short time. 

Aims: 
Within the sphere of the Ministry of Transport, Post and Telecommunications of the SR activity:

• establishment of the "National Internet Seat for the Information Society", which will become the national information
and presentation platform for realisation of the state information policy in Slovakia,

• the amendment of the Act On telecommunications - in the first half of 2002,

• inviting the tender for the licence granting for UMTS band (Universal Mobile Telecommunication System for high-
speed access to Internet and multimedia services), so that the licences for services providing in these bands could be
granted in the first half of 2002.

Within the operation of the Ministry of Education of the SR the implementation of the "Infovek" project (a project of

the primary and secondary schools informatisation) with the following aims:

• to build the Internet and multimedia classrooms in five years in all secondary and primary schools in Slovakia (app.
3,300 schools),

• to ensure the transformation of the traditional school to modern and creative school of the third millennium by means
of information and communication technologies,

• to ensure gradual connection of these schools to Internet,  

• to retrain or to train teachers in using the modern information and communication technologies,

• to equip schools with basic educational packages.

The number of computers connected to Internet - international
comparison (1998)

The development in the number of connections to Internet in the SR

Source: RIPESource: RIPE



ACCESS TO ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION 

The Aarhus Convention is the principal and breakthrough document in the field of environment care and in fulfilment

of one of the fundamental human rights and liberties - the right for healthy environment in accordance with the principles

of SD. 

The milestone of the Slovak Republic on the way to the Aarhus Convention was, in the SR, the adoption of:

• Act of NC SR No. 127/1994 Coll. on Environmental Impact Assessment in the wording of the Act No. 391/2000 Coll.

• Act of NC SR No. 171/1998 Coll. on the Access to Information about Environment, cancelled by the Act of NC SR
No. 211/2000 Coll. on Free Access to Information (the Act on Information Freedom). 

Aims: 

In relation to the accession of the Slovak Republic to Aarhus Convention, the Government of the SR approved the

following timetable:

• to submit to the Government, before 31st December 2002, the report about the state of tasks fulfilment, which must be

achieved so the Slovak Republic accede the Aarhus Convention,

• to prepare and submit to the Government, before 30th June 2003, the Draft of Act, which amends the Act No. 17/1992
On the Environment,

• to prepare and submit to the Government, before 30th September 2003, the Draft of Act On Obtaining, processing,
saving, updating, transfer and provision of information about environment,

• to prepare and submit to the Government, before 30th December 2003,  the Draft of Act which amends the Act of NC
the SR No. 127/1994 Coll. on Environmental Impact Assessment in the wording of the Act No. 391/2000 Coll. 
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Visiting of the file "Reports on the State of Environment in the SR" on
the portal of the Slovak Environmental Agency (SAŽP)
http://www.sazp.sk

Source: SAŽP
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT

After 1989, an extensive science and research (S&R) transformation took place in the SR as a consequence of:
a) the transition from the centrally planned economy to market economy, 
b) new understanding of the scientific and technical policy and
c) long-term transformation of S&R system in the developed economies (reaction to the change of the social and

economic conditions). 

The above-mentioned transformation period was characterised more by a departure from the unsuitable condition than

by the transition to the desirable state.

Before 1989, the small extent of so-called internalised research capacities and excessive extent of the externalised

research and development (i.e. independent S&R organisations focused mainly on requirements meeting of individual

economic spheres) was typical for the institutional arrangement of S&R in Central and Eastern European countries. 

Comparing the expenses for S&R in EU countries and in the SR we can say that the proportion of the state on the S&R

financing is comparable, however the proportion of expenditures on S&R in relation to GDP is only half of amount. The

expenses for S&R counted per capita reach in the SR only about 1/5 of the EU average. On the other side, in the field of

S&R financing, the SR markedly surpasses 5 candidate countries for EU membership - however, it distinctively lags behind

Slovenia and the Czech Republic and slightly behind Poland, Hungary and Estonia.

Objectives:
The main objectives are formulated in Concept of the State Science and Technical Policy (till 2005). The basic starting

points of the main objectives fulfilment of the scientific and technical policy are following:
• till 2003, to finish the structure transformation in an individual research and development sectors of the SR and to

stabilise the competencies in the state administration in the field of science and technology,
• to map, on the national level, organisations and working places representing so-called excellent centres of S&R, to

create the conditions for their modernisation to enable them joining the European network of excellent S&R centres,
• to create conditions for the increased proportion of the total expenses for science and technology to 1.8% of GDP in 2005. 

Comparison of the share of expenditures on  S&R with regard to GDP
in selected countries (1997) - %

Trend in the  share of expenditures on GDP in the SR (%) - with regard
to strategic aim for 2005 

Source: MŠ SRSource: MŠ SR


