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The implementation of radiation protection programmes in long -term 
contaminated territories is raising difficult technical, methodologi cal, but also 
ethical questions, which commit the responsibility of the radiation protection 
professionals and the way they are exercising their expertise in such situation.  
 
The presence of contamination in the environment is a new reality which is 
profoundly affecting the living conditions of the population in all aspects: 
health, environment but also the psychological, social and economical 
cultural dimensions of daily life. In such a context, the classical radiation 
protection approach is inoperative to restore the normality of the ante 
accident situation On the contrary, the scientific and technological expertise 
and the prescriptive administrative arrangements, including the radiation 
protection ones, which are heavily mobilised to respond to the many 
challenges facing the society induce a progressive de -qualification of the 
environment and goods and a loss of control of the situation by the population 
which turn into a “social depression”.  
 
The paper illustrates how radiation protection programmes for managing long 
term contaminated territories have an ambivalent impact: on the one hand 
they ensure the protection of the population against the potential health 
impacts of radiations, on the other hand they re -enforce the loss of control, 
de-qualification and exclusion processes which results in a weakening of the 
resilience capacity of the population and the territories.  
 
The recent experience of co-expertise and co-operation implemented in the 
contaminated territories of Belarus have demonstrated that the direct 
engagement of local professionals and the population in the daily 
management of the radiological situation is not only feasible but also 
necessary to stop this vicious circle of loss of control and exclusion. To be 
effective and sustainable this engagement must rely on the diffusion among 
the population of a “practical radiation protection culture” and must be 
accompany with a responsible public health programme as well as the 
economic and social development of the territories.  
 
The paper presents the three pillars of this radiological protection culture: an 
inclusive radiation monitoring system allowing the population to regain 
control on its daily life, a public health surveillance responding to the 
precautionary principle particularly as far as prolonged internal exposure are 
concerned and a transmission of this culture to future generation via the 
education system and public information.  
 
 

 


