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The UK Nuclear Industry is in the midst of a period of intense change with 
the formation of a national body to manage the clean up of Nuclear facilities.  
Previous owners of nuclear sites have become contractors and the emphasis 
has switched from production facilities for power or reprocessing to 
decommissioning and clean up.  Many of the older facilities were not 
designed for decommissioning and now require attention to reduce risks. 
 
Sellafield represents a microcosm of the industry with operating and 
production facilities, waste storage facilities and plants awaiting or 
undergoing decommissioning. The experience already gained in 
decommissioning of redundant facilities over the last decade is being used to 
develop an accelerated response to clean up of the past. 
 
 
The major challenge is to accommodate the changes whilst monitoring and 
improving Radiological standards and performan ce.  This paper describes a 
number of issues to which the site must be managed to ensure that the current 
Radiological performance is maintained and improved.  
 
The dose control arrangements for some 6000 radiation workers on the site 
requires a change in approach as we move towards localised project based 
systems with an increasingly mobile workforce.  Work is proceeding to 
introduce a new generation of short term dose control equipment with an 
emphasis on safety culture and management responsibiliti es for dose control.  
The achievement and demonstration of ALARP in these circumstances, is 
being reviewed in situations where timescale, overall risk to public and 
workforce and exposure to non radiological hazards are factors. Clean up 
requires more attention to clearance of materials and this aspect has an 
increasing profile to recognise the need to balance risk and expenditure.  
 
The paper will review the current Radiological Protection challen ges to the 
changing Nuclear Industry using the Sellafield site as the prime example and 
will discuss achievements and areas where further work is necessar y. 

 


