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ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
Africa is the world's second largest and the most populated continent after Asia, it has a total
population of approximately 800 million people. It comprises of 54 sovereign nations out of
which 36 are coastal countries and blessed with over 100 Seaports.

Apart from Nigeria, South Africa, Egypt, Libya, Morocco, Tunisia and Libya, all the other
remaining African countries are extremely poor and unviable. As a result of this, Africa has been
experiencing a lot of civil unrest since the 1960s when most of the African countries gained their
independence from their former colonial masters, the civil unrest in countries like Angola,
Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Burundi, Rwanda, Mozambique, Liberia, Sierra Leon and
recently in Cote D'lvoire, are good examples. In addition to abject poverty of less than 1$ per
person per day makes trafficking in drugs, arms, humans and weaponry trade on the continent
becomes much more rampant.

Today the continent is experiencing the coming of a new evil deal called "Trade in radioactive
waste"; which involves the transporting of materials from existing or decommissioned nuclear
plants ranging from fairly used Trucks, laboratory equipments, office facilities, clothing materials
like booths and raincoats, roofing sheets and even toxic waste from the developed countries to
it's waste bin in Africa, where it is unsafely disposed after collecting millions of dollars from It's
original owners (UN report, 2001). Recent statistics have revealed that most of the people
involved in the evil businesses of trafficking in drugs, human, arms and trading in weaponry, are
diverting in to the so called new evil business of "Trade in Radioactive waste" because this new
evil business financially exceeds the rest of the übove listed evil businesses. This is clearly
proved by the recent toxic waste disposed in Abidjan Cot Devoir in August 2006.

The materials from the decommissioned nuclear plant sites can be hazardous if for example a
roofing sheet that was once used in the site is brought to a town or a city and subsequently used
in roofing other structures, because such roofing sheets may contain radioactive airborne particles
there is a tendency that such particles can be washed away by rain and through run-off the rain
water may reach the river, well, dam and even the ground water through "vicious circle" this
situation may lead to the consumption of such particles and subsequently causes Cancerous
related sicknesses in the community. Apart from that all the personnel in the various Sea Ports,
Airports and Railways were such materials passed can be at risk of getting cancerous sicknesses.
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POSITION OF THE AFRICAN GOVERNMENTS ON THE WASTE TRFFICKING.

Apart from the government of the federal republic of Nigeria, that has made great fuss about
wastes disposal and importation in to its land and further contributed to the issuance of a
resolution by the African Union (AU). All the other governments of the other African countries
have shown no sings of fighting this evil business in their lands, some governments were silent
on the issue and some United Nations reports indicated that some others even sign treaties,
contracts or received offers to approve the importation of wastes in their lands.

In addition there were also many other unsuccessful dumping of these wastes in Africa due to
government efforts, examples of these are that of the koko port, were the personnel of the
Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA), helped in stopping the importation of such wastes in 1988
where an Italian company was forced to evacuate its wastes earlier dumped at the koko port, in
the present day Delta state of Nigeria. The hazardous waste exposed by the Tsunami disaster in
December 2004 at the coast of Somalia also shows how vulnerable African coastal countries are
to nuclear related wastes.

Since the history of waste trafficking in Africa has shown that the gateway of the importation is
mainly the Sea Ports, this makes the African coastal Countries becoming more vulnerable to be
used by the undesirables for the importation of the decommissioned sites facilities ranging from
laboratory equipments, office facilities, Trucks, tyre and even clothing facilities like boots and
rain coats among many others in the name of fairly used items.

POSITION OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS (NGOS) ON WASTES
TRAFFICKING
As a matter of fact apart from Nigeria that is fighting this evil business both directly and
indirectly, the NGOs are the only remaining bodies that are helping towards the fighting of this
evil business and on this part of the world. For example the International Parliamentary Union
helped in organizing and supervising a conference titled "Health is the Basis of Development in
Africa" which was held in the Congolese capital, Brazzaville in 1990 where the issue of
industrial toxic wastes disposal in Africa, was debated at a highly academic standard. Another
conference was also organized by the NGOs on "Nuclear Pollution" in the Ghanaian Capital,
Accra, in 1993. In fact the NGO's are trying, but more is still expected from them in order to
educate people on the safe handling of the radioactive waste especially at disposal and to conquer
this evil business of 'Trade in radioactive waste' moving with a supersonic speed in this part of
the world.

POTENTIAL SOURCES OF NUCLEAR AND RADIOACTIVE WASTES IN AFRICA.
The African continent is underdeveloped and also considered to be unviable. So there is no
significant generation of Nuclear or the radioactive wastes from the industries. However, the
existence of Uranium Mines in countries like Niger Republique and the Democratic republic of
Congo proves that the continent also generates some radioactive wastes to some level.
Niger is the fourth largest Uranium producer in the world; it produces 11% of the total world
supply from mines while the Democratic Republic of Congo is the seventh largest producer with
7% of the total World supply.
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Apart from the natural sources of generating radioactivity, the presence of nuclear plants in South
Africa for the generation of electricity is also a potential source of generating nuclear
decommissioned site and radioactive wastes. Other industrial sources include the pharmaceutical
and the petroleum companies operating in countries like Egypt, Libya, Zimbabwe, South Africa,
Morocco and some few others.

THE INHABITANTS OF AFRICA AND THE NUCLEAR WASTES TRAFFICKING

Recent research indicates that about 81% of the inhabitants of the African continent do not know
anything about nuclear or radioactive wastes. In fact even the inhabitants living around the
Uranium mines of "Arlit" which is one of the world's major uranium mines, in the Niger
Republique, do not know what Uranium is, not to talk about its radioactivity.

As a result of this ignorance about radioactivity by the people of this Continent coupled with the
rapidly growing trafficking and unsafe handling of this radioactive wastes by some few
individuals, led to the out-break and the subsequence spreading of so many types of Cancerous
tumours, the contamination of some farm lands rendering them uncultivable and the extinction of
so many types of sea animals and sea foods e.g. The rapid decline of sea foods around the
Somalia's territorial waters, the Gulf of Guinea and the situation in the Dollos Islands along the
coast of Guinea-Bissau near the capital Bissau, are all good examples.

RECOMMENDATION
After identifying the presence of this evil business of radioactive waste trafficking on the African
continent, I came up with the following suggestions/recommendations: -

1. The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), should partner with the Nigerian
government and the Nigerian Ports Authority in particular in organizing workshops from time to
time towards educating the personnel of the African Sea ports and Port Authorities in fighting
this man made menace of importation of nuclear wastes from any part of the World and at the
same time prevent future possible decommissioned sites materials.

2. There should be incessant, adequate and mass public enlightenment on the dangers of effects
and the unsafe handling of radioactive materials (waste), by both the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) in collaboration with the Governments of Africa and the Non governmental
Organizations through sponsoring and organizing conferences and seminars from time to time.

3. The International Atomic Energy Agency should use its capacity to be able to influence the
African Union (AU) and other African regional bodies to pass a resolution banning this evil
business of trafficking of nuclear or radioactive wastes in this part of the World.

4. The International Atomic Energy Agency should send team of researchers to come and
investigate this trend of radioactivity within the African continent and proffer possible lasting
solutions in checking the menace.
5. The International Atomic Energy Agency, should be making a closer monitoring of the
activities of the nuclear plants existing in like South Africa in order to avoid the problem of
illegal dumping of their nuclear or radioactive wastes.
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ANALYSIS AND CONCLUSION
We cited at the importation, subsequence and illegal traffic of nuclear related wastes in to the
African coastal countries, in relation to the role of the individuals, the governments and the non-
governmental organizations. Although because of the influence of high rate of poverty coupled
with the underdevelopment of the continent resulted to the high traffic and illegal disposal of
nuclear related wastes in the continent, but yet the Nigerian government and the Non-
governmental Organizations (NGO) are trying on their own capacity towards combating this evil
business.

Despite the single handed effort by Nigeria and the educative conferences organized by the
NGO's towards combating this menace, the presence and the increasing cases of Cancerous
tumours, the continuous contamination of cultivable lands, the rapid decline in sea foods and the
continuous exposures of hazardous waste as a result of natural disasters like earthquakes and
floods in the continent, shows that the problems emanating from the trafficking of nuclear and
radioactive wastes keeps on increasing.

It was in view of these increasing problems, I came up with the above listed
suggestions/recommendations with the hope that if these suggestions/recommendations are
implemented and adopted, it will help in reducing health hazards and loss of lives through the
trafficking of these nuclear and radioactive wastes in this part of the World, other wise the
problem will ever remain on the increase.
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