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ABSTRACT

The 21 s t Century will be fundamentally different from the previous one in all aspects of the
human life. The world is now facing unprecedented challenges that will determine the fate of the
human race as a whole. Our tiny planet is too small to shoulder the weight of six and a half
billion energy-needy people and it is too vulnerable to afford violent and confrontational
approaches as was the case in the past 20th century. It is also a fact that science opened new
horizons before us. Digital Revolution inaugurated a new era in human history. Technology
offers tremendous opportunities to overcome new and inherited problems. Sadly, the family of
nations is ill-equipped for handling these challenges because the organizational structure of the
world society is archaic and inoperative. Or, we live in a geostrategic environment pregnant with
dangerous crisis of global significance. Furthermore, the good old days when scientists were
heeded respectfully as reliable guides and when scientific facts were accepted as "veritas" are
over. Solid scientific arguments are perceived as cover up stories to defend financial interests of
multinational companies. Similarly, confidence in politicians is at its lowest level in several
countries. At the center of this puzzle lies a frenetic quest for cleaner, cheaper and more secure
energy sources.

In such circumstances, the best remedies which may be created by the brightest minds of the
world will be tributary to the "goodwill" of politicians. Or, politicians are under the
overwhelming pressure of their respective public opinions who may act according to emotional
factors or advices from religion, gossip or ideology. Consequently, "Societal Issues" will be "the
decisive" factor in shaping the future of "Emerging Nuclear Energy Systems" as well as non-
nuclear technologies. This paper will attempt to identify major elements of this global equation
from a political standpoint.

One also has to take into account a group of new and powerful actors: "The Big Emerging
Markets". (China, India, Brazil, Mexico, South Korea, Türkiye, South Africa, Poland, Argentina,
and Indonesia are "The Big Ten"). Together they are the most interesting consumers in the world
energy market. Türkiye, as one of them, will be the subject of a brief case study in this paper. We
will look at the options available to Türkiye, the fastest growing economy in the region, in
making strategic choices among alternative energy sources.

Neither market forces alone, nor progress in new technologies will solve our problems. We need
a new understanding, at the level of public opinions and the politicians, on the urgency and the
gravity of the unique and particular conditions of the 21 s t century, and a holistic approach for
tackling them efficiently.
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