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ABSTRACT
We are at a turning point in European research. With the launch of the EU's 7th Framework
Programme, committing some €53 billion of public funds to the European research effort over
the next 7 years, Europe has finally woken up to the importance of R&D in the realisation of the
most fundamental objectives defining the Union: growth, competitiveness, and knowledge. At the
same time, and with strong links to growth and competitiveness but also to environmental
protection, the Union is in the throws of an intense debate on future energy policy and climate
change. Part of the research budget, some would say too small a part, is earmarked for energy -
in particular the technological aspects of low carbon systems such renewables. This effort,
together with measures to improve the EU's security and independence of supply, are essential if
Europe is to respond effectively to solve the future energy conundrum. But where does nuclear fit
in all this? What will the Union be doing in the area of nuclear research? Indeed, does nuclear
figure at all in the long-term plans of the Union? Through the Euratom part of the Framework
Programme, the EU is maintaining important support to up-stream research in the area of
advanced reactor technologies. This effort is being coordinated at the global level through
Euratom's membership of the Generation-IV International Forum. Though EU research in this
field still has its critics among the Member States, and despite the relatively small sums currently
committed, the leverage effect of current actions is significant and this is set to grow in the future.
The imminent setting up of a Strategic Energy Technology Plan, as part of the European
Commission on-going activities in the field of energy policy, and the feedback from independent
experts in the Advisory Group on Energy and the Euratom Scientific and Technical Committee
all point to following conclusions: EU support for research on advanced nuclear fission
technology is justified as part of a broad portfolio approach to R&D on new energy systems and
carriers, this technology is extremely promising as part of the answer to our long-term energy
problems, and the current level of R&D support is insufficient in view of the challenges faced.
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