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support to civil authorities in a crisis situation. Based
on international Military Medical Avian Influenza
Pandemic workshop (Vienna 2006), an expected
scenario would involve 30-50% outpatients, 20-30%
hospital admission, 2-3% deaths, 10-20% complicated
cases. Activities of civil hospital may be reduced by
50%.

Benefits of military support could be in:

Transportation of patients (primarily by air)
Mass vaccination and provision of all other
preventive measures (masks, Tamiflu)
Restriction of movements; Infection control of
health care facilities
Field hospitals for triage and quarantine, military
barracks to treat milder cases and military
hospitals for severe cases
Deal with corpses
Stockpiling (vaccines, antiviral, antibiotics,
protective equipment, supplies)
Training
Laboratories
Ensure public safety, etc.

With the aim of minimizing the risk of a
pandemic spread by means of rapid and uncomplicated
cooperation, an early warning system has to be
established to improve surveillance, improve
international contacts (WHO, ECDC, CDC), establish
Platform for sharing information, close contacts of
national and international military and civilian
surveillance networks and databases, cooperation
between military and civilian labs (external quality
control).
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i X The Republic of Croatia is undergoing a
j process of adjusting its own legislation to the
1 legislation of EU. It is one of the most important
• obligations of the EU-Croatia Stabilization and

Association Agreement. I t is also a basic prerequisite
for the practical realization of the modern, unique and
integral Export and Import Control System of the
Sensitive Items.

At the same time, it is a very important step
towards better understanding of real and great danger
of the weapons of mass destruction (WMD)
proliferation and their possible usage in terrorism. That
means that Republic of Croatia will act along with EU in
the complex activities to prevent and minimize the
WMD proliferation, to participate in antiterrorist
activities, and to maintain regional and global security.

In the year 2004, along the lines of the EU
Legislation, the Croatian Parliament adopted the basic
legal act - Act on Export of Dual-use Items and its
accompanying rules and regulations.

The existing act on dual-purpose items in
Croatia is mostly in harmony with the 2000 and 2003
EU Decrees which regulate the regime of the dual-
purpose items export control.

Nevertheless, the EU legislation experiences
constant amendments in the field. And the Croatian
Government is committed to following the
improvements of the system and adjusting its own.

However, during this process, a series of
vague wordings and inconsistencies were noticed in
the WMD nonproliferation policy and in the legislation
to control the export of high technology products
which could be abused for the WMD development.

In addition, there is neither regulation on
import control system nor control on the export of
knowledge through scientific and professional
cooperation.

The purpose of this article is to professionally
elaborate the vague wordings and inconsistencies. It
can be done on the basis of Croatia's experiences in
the export and import control system of the dual-
purpose items and the knowledge and experience
acquired through the implementation of the EU
legislation.
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Biomedical innovations derived from research
on pathogenic micro-organisms promise astounding
health and economic benefits. Some such biological
resources employed in the R&D for diagnostic kits,
vaccines and therapeutics, however, possess capacity
for dual-use; they may be misused to develop
biological weapons.

Research facilities entrusted with possession
of such dual-use materials have a responsibility to
comply with biosecurity measures that are designed to
prevent loss or theft and thereby reduce the probability
of a bioterrorist attack.

The OECD has provided a forum for its
Member countries to engage in a dialogue of
international co-operation with a view to produce
policies that achieve a research environment fortified
by biosecurity measures and capable of producing
health innovations. In 2007, the OECD developed a risk
assessment framework and risk management principles
for Biological Resource Centres.
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