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On August 7, 2006 the state of Georgia
conducted a collaborative sampling exercise between
the Georgia National Guard 4th Civil Support Team
Weapons of Mass Destruction (CST-WMD) and the
Georgia Department of Human Resources Division of
Public Health demonstrating a recently validated bulk
powder sampling method. The exercise was hosted at
the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center (FLETC)
at Glynn County, Georgia and involved the participation
of the Georgia Emergency Management Agency
(GEMA), Georgia National Guard, Georgia Public Health
Laboratories, the Federal Bureau of Investigation
Atlanta Office, Georgia Coastal Health District, and the
Glynn County Fire Department.

The purpose of the exercise was to
demonstrate a recently validated national sampling
standard developed by the American Standards and
Test Measures (ASTM) International; ASTM E2458
"Standard Practice for Bulk Sample Collection and
Swab Sample Collection of Visible Powders Suspected
of Being Biological Agents from Nonporous Surfaces".
The intent of the exercise was not to endorse the
sampling method, but to develop a model for
exercising new sampling methods in the context of
existing standard operating procedures (SOPs) while
strengthening operational relationships between
response teams and analytical laboratories.

The exercise required a sampling team to
respond real-time to an incident cross state involving a
clandestine bio-terrorism production lab found within a
recreational vehicle (RV).

Sample targets consisted of non-viable
gamma irradiated B. anthracis Sterne spores prepared
by Dugway Proving Ground. Various spore
concentration levels were collected by the ASTM
method, followed by on- and off-scene analysis utilizing
the Center for Disease Control (CDC) Laboratory
Response Network (LRN) and National Guard Bureau
(NGB) CST mobile Analytical Laboratory Suite (ALS)
protocols. Analytical results were compared and
detailed surveys of participant evaluation comments
were examined.

I will present an overview of the exercise, our
research findings and suggestions for replicating the
exercise in other states.
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After the events of September 2001 starting
new era in the global terrorism, pursuant to the UN
Security Council Resolutions 1368, 1373, and 1377
(2001), new security threats were identified and needs
to fight against international terrorism were stressed.
In the Czech Republic, a complex approach and broad
institutional co-operation including inputs of scientific
research (including author's involvement) to analyse
endangered critical infrastructures and respective
countermeasures had led to strengthening national
measures in implementing respective international
agreements dealing with WMD non-proliferation under
deepening the co-operation within EU and NATO.

The concrete complex programme of
harmonised effort of all state organs in combating
international terrorism resulted in the Czech National
Action Plan on Combating Terrorism (2002).

This (yearly updated) binding political
document (issued by the Czech Government) identifies
threats to all sectors of society and contains agreed
harmonised active measures to be undertaken by
involved organisations and institutions in all aspects of
prevention, repression, protection, rescue and recovery
for cases of terrorist attacks. The contents and
respective measures are presented and discussed in
detail with special emphasis on the aspects of CBRNE
terrorism and role of Integrated Rescue System.
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Main reason for concluding the CWC was
preventing use of CWs in hostilities by state actors.
Chemical terrorism is a broader phenomenon involving
not only misuse of CWs but also of non-weaponised
toxic compounds and intended strikes on industrial and
social infrastructures with release of toxic, liquefied
and inflammable chemicals. Nevertheless, the CWC is
an important instrument in combating the most
dangerous forms of international chemical terrorism.

The effort of OPCW and mainly of SPs
national authorities ensure that chemicals produced for
peaceful purposes are not misused, provide some
guarantees that terrorists will not be able to acquire or
make their own CWs. That is why universality of the
CWC and respective national implementation measures
including comprehensive legislation are of utmost
importance. The enforcement by all countries of the
CWC's requirement to make the development,
production, stockpiling, transfers and use of CWs illegal
for anyone means that terrorist could be put on trial
for violating the CWC.
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