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Aim

This paper is based on research performed for EFDA under the SERF programme (Task TW5-TRE/FESO/A).  The main aim of this

contribution is to provide guidance (in terms of quality criteria) for setting up foresight exercises as a platform for discussion of the

benefits and drawbacks of fusion with a broad range of stakeholders.  At the same time, we explore conditions that might enhance the

resonance of such foresight exercises in the policy sphere.

Method

This paper starts from a fundamental paradox in foresight studies. On the one hand, foresight falls beyond the domain of ‘traditional

science’, since the results of foresight exercises cannot be tested empirically against ‘hard facts’. However, on the other hand, the

organisations funding such exercises of course do this with the aim to improve their knowledge about the future, in view of making

‘better decisions’ or at least stimulating a discussion and/or creating awareness for the goals and problem definition(s) that the

organisations have set for themselves.  Therefore, the question is: “How can we assess the quality of knowledge embedded in foresight

exercises and its implications for policy making?”.

Starting from this central question, we first introduce a (probably somewhat unfamiliar) philosophical framework called

‘constructivism’.  Next, we give a constructivist reading of scientific foresight as a combined scientific-political practice and point out

some of the main points of interest regarding the relationship between foresight knowledge and policy.  We illustrate these points of

interest with practical case-study examples.  Finally, we draw upon our theoretical and case-study research to propose a methodology

for developing long-term energy scenarios, and we give some practical recommendations on using long-term energy foresight exercises

as a platform for communication with wider audiences. 

Achievements

This paper proposes an architecture for integrating foresight in a complex policy setting based on long-term visions.  It also proposes

criteria for quality control of foresight, based on a) the diversity of the core group participating in the foresight exercises; b) the

available resources; c) the strength of the evidence used; d) the explicit discussion of normative elements; e) the development of

coherent and engaging storylines; f) the exploration of ‘surprise events’ and g) avoiding narrow problem framings.
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