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Abstract: 
This Report is pari of the European ITER Site Studies [EISS-Vandellós] dealing with the «public Community 
Support». Social research on EISS addressed the public perception of the Spanish candidacy, and the 
potential public participation process that would be established around ITER in case it finally came to 
Vandellós. The main conclusión of íhe research was conclusive: «we want ITER», but «how do we want 
it?». Communication and participation emerged as crucial questions for the suitable integration of ITER in 
its social environment. As mass media messages are widely recognized to have an impact on the reader, 
and on the reader's processing of the information, it was decided to carry out a contení analysis of the 
writien press in order to identify the image that the media have been transmitting on ITER, and on the 
Vandellós candidacy in particular. Thus, the present report analyses the image that the national, regional, 
local, and economic press has been transmitting about ITER, and about the Vandellós candidacy in particular. 

Una Imagen dela Candidatura de Vandellós para Albergar ITER: 
Análisis de Contenido de la Prensa Nacional, Autonómica y Local 

Prades, A.; Doval, E.; Riba, D.; Solá, R. 

pp. figs. refs. 

Resumen: 
El presente informe formaparte de los European ITER Site Studies [EISS], estudios desarrollados en el 
contexto de las candidaturas española y francesapara albergar ITER. La investigación social desarrollada 
en el marco de estos estudios se centró en el denominado «Apoyo de la Comunidad Local». En nuestro 
país, en concreto, se investigó la percepción pública de la posibilidad de acoger ITER y el potencial 
proceso de participación ciudadana que podría establecerse en torno a ITER si Vandellós resultaba 
finalmente seleccionada. La conclusión fundamental fue clara: «queremos ITER», pero «¿bajo qué 
condiciones»?. La comunicación y laparticipaciónpública surgen como cuestiones cruciales para una 
adecuada integración de esta gran instalación tecnológica en su entorno local. Considerando la influencia 
que ej ercen los medios en la configuración de percepciones y actitudes, se decidió llevar a cabo un análisis 
de contenido de la prensa escrita con la intención de identificar la imagen que los medios estaban transmitiendo 
sobre ITER y sobre la candidatura de Vandellós enparticular. Este informe presenta los resultados obtenidos 
al analizar la imagen de ITER y de la candidatura española, tal y como fue transmitida por la prensa 
nacional, autonómica, local y económica. 
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I. INTRODUCTION & OBJECTIVE 

This Report is part of the EISS-VANDELLÓS studies focused on the public perception 
of the Spanish candidacy and the potential public participation process that would be 
established around ITER in case it finally came to Vandellós. 

During the first research phase (June to December 2002), studies were carried out for 
the purposes of assessing the "Public Community Support" for Spain's application to 
site ITER in Vandellós (Riba et al, 2002). Both the qualitative results (interviews) and 
the quantitative results (telephone survey to a representative of the surrounding 
population centres) showed clear support from the local community for the ITER 
candidacy. The main conclusion of the research was conclusive: "we want ITER". It 
was also confirmed that communication and participation are questions that are crucial 
to the proper integration of ITER in their social environment. 

During the second phase of the study (January to April 2003) (Prades et at, 2003) 
research centred on the planning of public participation processes. The specific aim 
was to provide directives / suggestions for the future development of a public 
participation process that was in line with the needs, concerns and preferences of local 
people. The essential conclusions of this second stage of our research pointed up the 
great desire to participate at the local level, and the lack of definition when it came to 
putting this process into practice. It would seem that there are no specific formulas in 
this regard or clear perceptions regarding the potential process for public involvement 
in respect of ITER. In this way the research pointed out the need to study in depth both 
the theoretical models and practical experiences (cases studies) applied in the public 
participation field. On the other hand, the research also confirmed the need to involve 
"all relevant actors" in the public participation process, and not only those significant at 
the local level. 

Therefore, the current stage of our research (July to December 2003) proposed the 
following objectives: 1) To enlarge the analysis of relevant actors to be involved in the 
future public participation process: "The Catalan research infrastructure and its 
positioning towards the reality of hosting ITER in Catalonia"; and 2) To study in depth 
both the theoretical and applied (case studies) models of public participation in order to 
identify the most suitable participative model for ITER. In this sense, special attention 
has been paid to the Aarhus Convention (UNECE Convention on Access to 
Information, Public Participation in Decision- Making and Access to Justice in 
Environmental Matters). 

Although it was not foreseen in the technical specifications of this last stage of the 
investigation (July - December 2003) (Sola et al, 2003), the research team decided to 
carry out an additional task with the intention of completing our knowledge of the reality 
under investigation. 

As mass media messages are widely recognized to have an impact on the reader and 
on the reader's processing of the information, we decided to carry out a CONTENT 
ANALYSIS of the written press in order to identify which is the image that the media 
have been transmitting on ITER and on the Vandellós candidacy in particular. 

Thus, the OBJECTIVE of this analysis it is to identify the image that the national, 
regional, local, and economic press has been transmitting about ITER and about the 
Vandellós candidacy in particular. 
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II. PROCEDURE 

A selection of print media were analysed during a period time of eighteen months -
from the 1st of April 2002 (when the Spanish candidacy to host ITER was officially 
notified) until the 30th of September 2003 (when the media analysis started). 

1. The newspapers: 
The selection of newspapers was based on the press circulation figures. Consequently, 
the newspapers of greatest diffusion at the national, regional, local, and economic 
press were the ones selected for our analysis: 

. El Pais: 
The first independent newspaper printed after the dictatorship in 1976, it is a daily 
quality newspaper. El Pais belongs to PRISA, one of the most important media groups 
in Spain. The political orientation of the editorial line is considered to be left wing. Each 
edition comes together with a regional edition. There is a supplement every day of the 
week. The circulation figures for El Pais were per day 436.302. (Audience of 1.603.000 
people1). El Pais is the most read national newspaper in Spain. 

El Periódico 
El Periódico belongs to ZETA group, the Spanish media group of biggest development 
in the last years. El Periódico has two editions, one in Spanish and the other one 
Catalan. It is one of the main newspapers of Barcelona together with La Vanguardia. 
The political orientation of the editorial line is considered to be neo-liberal (Alcover 
Ibañez, N., Simón Lacís, MT, 1997). The circulation figures for El Periódico were 
194.920 per day (with an audience of 764.000 people). It is the most read regional 
newspaper in Catalonia. 

. Diari de Tarragona 
Edited by PROMICSA (Mediterranean Promoter of Information and Communication) 
since 1984, it is the most read local newspaper in Tarragona (province in which 
Vandellós is located). According the GMS (General Media Study) it is the number one 
at the province, both in terms of preference and sales. The circulation figures for El 
Diari were 13.838 per day (with and audience of 81.000 people). 

. Expansión 
Expansion is an economic newspaper belonging to RECOLETOS group, the second 
most important editorial group in Spain. From 2002, Expansion includes new sections 
and supplements (such as "Interiores" dealing with issues such as the social 
responsibility of managers and new management trends). The circulation figures for 
Expansión were 52.645 per day (with an audience of 118.000 people). It is the most 
read economic newspaper in Spain. 

2. The articles: 
In order to identify the number of articles published by the Spanish press along our 
selected period of time dealing with ITER, a newspaper database 
(www.mynewsoniine.com) was consulted. This database offers free access to basic 
data such as the number of articles published by the different newspapers containing 
some key words in their headlines. 

1 Circulation figure: number of newspapers sold per day / Audience figure: Official estimation of the 
number of people reading the newspaper per day 
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A first inquiry to showed that the number of articles dealing with ITER along the 
selected period time was, indeed, high (380 articles published in the selected 
newspapers) 

Therefore, and taking into account that this task was not foreseen in our Technical 
Specifications, we decided to select only those articles in which at least one of the 
following words "ITER, CANDIDACY, VANDELLÓS, FUSION, REACTOR" appeared in 
headlines. 

A total of 195 articles containing these key words in headlines were identified, and 
analysed. (51.32% of the published articles). 

3. Design of the coding Protocol: 
A coding Protocol was designed in order to cover all major aspects of the information 
published about ITER. 

The first design of the coding Protocol was based both on available literature 
(.Krippendorff„1990; Perez Serrano, 1984; Riffe, Lacy & Fico, 1998), and on the results 
of the previous ElIS-Vandellós studies. In other words, the knowledge the research 
team already have about the "ITER key issues'", as portrayed by the local and regional 
population, was, of course, taken into account when designing the coding Protocol. 

A pre-test of this initial coding sheet was performed with a random sample of articles2. 
Two coders independently scored the articles, compared their results, discussed their 
differences, and agreed the final coding Protocol. This discussion and agreement 
process was performed three times 

The final coding Protocol covered the following issues: 

Background information 
. Main topic 
. Secondary topics 
. Background topics 
. Tone of the article 

Background information: 

The following background data were considered: 
. Date of publication 

Newspaper 
. Section and extent (as factors indicating the degree of prominence given to the 

ITER stories); 
. Authorship (agency, reporter, editor, etc.) 
. Source of the information (Promoter, Official sources3; Ecologists, Citizens, Other 

institutions, universities; etc.) 
. Type of story (information articles4, opinion articles5, interviews, readers' letters) 

2 A total of 20 articles were analysed in the pre-test. These articles were published in any Spanish 
newspaper, not only in the selected ones. 
3 Official sources: Local, Regional, and National governments, European Union, Other ITER countries. 
4 Information articles: news stories, news analysis stories, feature/background stories. 
5 Opinion articles: editorial, column, signed column. 
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Main Topic: 
In each article, the issue given most attention, the focus of the story, was classified as 
"main topic". Seven ITER related topics were considered in our analysis: 

Economy, 
. Energy, 

Research and Development, 
Decision making Process, 
Promotion of candidacies, 

. Social 

. Technical issues. 

The specific contents of the different topics are described below, including some literal 
examples. 

• Economy: 
Investment 

- Investment in the project: National/ European Union/ International/ Other 
countries 

The story focuses on the investment required by ITER at the different levels, the 
country that will host it, the European Union, and so on. 

- Effects of the investment: Local / Regional / National / Other ITER members 
The story concentrates on the expected effects of the ITER investments at the different 
levels, the local one (Vandellós area and surroundings), the regional one, the national 
one, and so on. 

Infrastructures 
- Available / in use 
- To be done 

The story underlines the infrastructures already available at the host country 
(highways, ports, etc.), as well as new infrastructures to be developed in order to 
satisfy the ITER construction and operation requirements. 

Employment 
The story focuses on jobs, both qualified and non-qualified, that will be generated by 
ITER. 

Tourism/ Trade / Housing 
ITER impact' on tourism, trade, and housing (crucial infrastructures at the local level). 

• Energy: 
Research on energy sources 

The story highlights the research dimension of ITER in the context of energy research. 
Energy Debate 

The story deals with issues such as the preferred future energy scenarios, the 
centralized versus the decentralized energy production models, and so on. 

"ICVhighlights the need to promote research on renewable energies." 
'The success of nuclear fusion will solve the energetic problems of the 
humankind." 

• Research and Development 
. National policy 

Repercussion of ITER on the national R+D 
"Spain could reach the top level of technological development..." 

. Repercussion of ITER on the international R+D 
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The story pays special attention to the current R+D policies or to the impact ITER may 
have on the national/ international R+D. 

• Decision Making Process (on the sitting on ITER) 
National 
European Union 

. International 
The story focus on events related with the decision making process on the sitting on 
ITER, such as European Union meetings, ITER delegation visits to potential sites, and 
so on. 

"Europe debates the ITER reactor project site ..."' 
'The Evaluation Report of the ITER project will be delayed..." 
'The UE will decide its candidate for ITER on September the 23rd ..." 

• Promotion of Candidacies 

Promotion of other ITER site candidacies (France, Japan, Canada) 
The story deals with the promotion of other ITER candidacies. 

Promotion of Vandellós Candidacy: 
By the promoter 

"CIEMAT is carrying out a valuable campaign in favour of the Vandellós 
candidacy." 

• By the Spanish government 
- Local government 
- Regional government 
- National government 
"Spain proposes the Vandellós candidacy to host the ITER reactor project" 
'The Spanish Congress supports the candidacy to the ITER project." 

It has to be noted that the above categories were conceive in their geographical sense. 
That is to say, when we talk about the local government" we mean any town council in 
the surrounding area; when we talk about "Regional Government" we not only refer to 
the Generalitat of Catalonia but also to the Diputación (the province government), and 
so on. 

By others - such as the newspaper editorial. 
The story highlights events devoted to promote the Vandellós candidacy, such as 
public talks, conferences, visits to the site. 

Whenever the Promotion of the candidacy was the "main topic" two possibilities were 
taken into account. First, who is the one promoting the candidacy, i.e., the promoter, 
the government, and so on; and second, what is the argument used to support this 
promotion, i.e. an economic argument, a social argument and so on. When the 
argument used to support the promotion was as important as the entity promoting the 
candidacy, both topics (the promoter and its argument) were scored as main topics. 

• Social: 
. Social change (generic) 
The story emphasizes the expected social impact of ITER at the local and regional 
level. 

Social support 
The story focuses on the local community support to the Vandellós candidacy. 

"90% of the nearby populations are in favour of ITER." 
• Education / Training 
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The story deals with the possibilities ITER could open for the local/regional people 
regarding education and training, such as the impact on the nearby universities in 
terms of new masters, reinforcement of specific research lines, and so on. 
• Youth / Future 
The story underlines the possibilities ITER could open for the local/regional youth in 
terms of future jobs. 

• Technical: 
Stages of the project 

- Construction 
- Operation 
- Dismantling 

The story focuses on the different project stages, including relevant details about them. 
. Aim of the project 
The story underlines the aim of the project. 

Detailed description of the project 
The story concentrates on the description of the project itself. 

'The ABC of the ITER Project.." 
"Fusion energy, the reverse of fission energy... The ITER project will." 

. Safety - Risks 
The story highlights the safety / risk dimensions of ITER. 

Nuclear fusion is intrinsically safe ..." 
. Uncertainty 
The story deals with the unknown, experimental character of ITER. 

All contents of the main topic had to be classified as such. In other words, if the main 
topic was "economy" all economic contents had to be classified as main topic (unless 
they belong to the background topics we will describe latter on) 

Up to two topics could be classified as main topic, but never more than two. As an 
example of this last case (articles with two main topics) we can underline those in 
which the promotion of the Vandellós candidacy appeared directly linked to the 
European Union decision-making process between Vandellós and Cadarache. 

Secondary topics: 
The same seven topics could be scored as a "secondary topic" whenever the issue 
appears in the article and it had not already been scored as the main topic. 

Background topics: 
The pre-test of the coding Protocol allowed us to identify some contents persistently 
appearing in the stories as background information. We are talking about general data 
of the project (global investment, ITER members, aim of the project, etc.), phrased in 
very short and repetitive sentences, almost copied word for word or "cut by the same 
pattern". In order to avoid potential bias of the main and secondary topics, we decided 
to create a new category for this background information. 

The background topics, including some literal examples, can be seen below. 
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• Economy 
Investment in the project: "ITER will imply and an investment of 4.500 million euros" 
Employment; "ITER will generate 3.000jobs." 

• ITER members: 'The UE, Japan, Canada, and Russia are the ITER members" 
• Technical issues 
• Stages of the project: 'The ITER project construction will last 10 years, and it will be 

in operation for 20 years" 
• Aim of the project: "ITER aims at checking the technological feasibility of fusion" 

"ITER, an experimental reactor that will test the technical viability of fusion as an 
energy source," 

Tone of the article / Positioning 
This section reflects the positioning of the article towards ITER and the Vandellós 
candidacy. Three tones were scored: Positive, neutral, and negative. 

When there was only one source of information, the positioning of this source (either a 
positive, a neutral, or a negative one) was the one scored. 

When there were two sources of information and they hold different views about ITER, 
the neutral tone was the scored one, unless one of the views was clearly predominant 

4. Application of the coding sheet 
The total of articles were randomly divided half by half, and two coders independently 
applied the coding sheet to their respective articles. Each article was first analysed on 
a paper copy of the coding sheet, and were then introduced on an electronic record 
format (SPPS Data Entry V 3.0) in order to reduce the number of recording errors. 

5- Inter - Coder reliability 
There are literally dozens of different measures, or indices, of inter-coder reliability. 
More than 39 different "agreement indices" for coding nominal categories have been 
identified but only a handful of techniques are widely used (Popping, 1988). 

In communication the most widely used indices are Percent agreement, Cohen's kappa 
(k), and Krippendorff's alpha (a). It would be nice if there were one universally 
accepted index of inter-coder reliability. But despite all the effort that scholars, 
methodologists and statisticians have devoted to developing and testing indices, there 
is no consensus on a single, "best" one (Lombard, M., Snyder Due, J. & Campanela,C, 
2002) 

Percent agreement seems to be used most widely and is intuitively appealing and 
simple to calculate, but the methodological literature is consistent in identifying it as a 
misleading measure that overestimates true inter-coder agreement (at least for 
nominal-level variables). 

There are several recommendations for Cohen's kappa argued that despite its 
drawbacks, kappa should still be "the measure of choice", although Krippendorff (1987) 
have argued that its characteristics make it inappropriate as a measure of inter-coder 
agreement. Krippendorff propose the alpha index, which is well regarded and very 
flexible. 
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In our study, inter- coder reliability was analysed by means of an additional scoring of a 
random sample of 27 articles published in the selected newspapers. Reliability was 
evaluated for the "topics", i.e. grouping both main and secondary topics. Results are 
shown below. 

Inter - Coder Reliability 

Percent Agreement KAPPA a 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Authorship 88.9% .813 .054 
Type of Story 100% 1 1 

TONE OF ARTICLE 74.2% .611 .61 

TOPIC 
Economy 81.5% .622 .628 
Energy 96.3% .886 .888 
Research & Development 92.6% .630 .632 
Decision Making Process 92.6% .822 .826 
Promotion of Candidacy 77.8% .557 .549 

< 0.20: "Poor"; 0.20-0.40: "Fair"; 0.40-0.60: "Moderate"; 0.60-0.80: "Good"; 0.80-1 :Very Good" 
(Altamn, D: G. 1991) 

It should be noted that the agreement was total when evaluating the "negative" tone of 
articles. Discrepancies only emerged between the neutral and the positive tones. 

6. Data analysis 
The Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) V.11.5 for windows was used for 
the data analysis. 

8 



1». GENERAL RESULTS 

As already mentioned a total of 195 articles were published in the four selected 
newspapers along the period time looked at, from the first of April 2002 until the thirty 
of September 2003. 

In this first section we will present the general results of the analysis of these articles, 
including the background information, the main topic, the secondary topics, the 
background topics, and the tone of the articles. 

O BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

Date of publication: 
The temporal sequence of the articles published along our selected period of time 
shows the following profile: 

w 20 
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'•c 
CO 

0 
JD 
£ 
D 

Z 

apr1 mayl jun1 jul1 augl setl oct1 novl dec l jan1 febl marl apr1 mail jun1 augl setl 

2002 
FORTNIGHT 

2003 

As a first comment we can underline that, on the average, seven articles were 
published every fortnight. In other words, everyday out of two an ITER related article 
was published in any of the newspapers considered in this study. 
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A second thought is that the number of published articles substantially increases as 
times goes by. The more recent dates, the more number of articles are published in the 
press. In other words, ITER has attracted more and more attention as the moment of 
the final decision comes closer. 

Finally, it is worth mentioning how specific events catch the attention of the media. As 
the Graphic shows, four events have headed the "publishing" about ITER in our 
country. These are the more prominent ITER events according to the analysed 
newspapers: 

Almost all of these events are directly link to the Decision-Making Process regarding 
the ITER site. This has been the main informative issue for the Spanish press. The 
other "key" event in the newspapers' view is the visit of the President of the National 
Government (Jose Maria Aznar) together with the President of the Regional 
Government (Jordi Pujol) to Vandellós site. Thus, the promotion of the candidacy has 
also been in the press eyes. 

We find two other informative peaks, one on February and the other on March 2003. 
The EEUU and China return to the ITER project were the events behind the increase of 
articles during February 2003. Some local/regional initiatives devoted to promote the 
Vandellós candidacy explain the peak of March 2003. At Reus, a nearby community to 
the proposed site, a trade fair was held in which special sessions were devoted to the 
promotion of the Candidacy by both, the nearby chemical industry and the nearby 
universities. 

Newspaper: 
ITER has had a wider impact in the local press, as more than half of the articles (60%) 
were published in El Diari de Tarragona, the most read local newspaper in the ITER 
surrounding area. 

2002: 
December: 11 -14th Joint Assessment of Specific Sites (JASS) 

2003 
May: Announcement of the King Committee 
June: 23/24: Busquin visits Vandellós 
September: 9: Aznar and Pujol visit Vandellós 

•th 23: The UE delays the ITER European candidacy until November 27 

Newspaper 

Expansion _9.23% 

I—EI periódico 14.87% 

El diari de Tarragona 60.00% 
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As far as the regional and national newspapers are concerned, the ITER impact' was 
quite similar. Almost the same number of articles was published in the national 
newspaper - El Pais (15.9%), and in the regional one - El Periódico (14.4%). 

The economic press has also paid quite attention to ITER, with a 9.7% articles 
published in Expansión. 

Section 
When analysing the location of the articles, we find the emphasis given by our press to 
the local dimension of ITER, as up to 75 articles (out of 195) appeared in the local 
news section (38.5%). 

23.6% were treated in the Society pages, the ones containing everything from social 
trends, progress, technology, medicine, biology, science, environment issues, and so 
on. 11.3% appeared in the Miscellany section, 9.2% in the Economy section, and 5.6% 
in the Opinion section. It has to be noted that 3.6% of the ITER related articles 
appeared in the front page of the newspaper. 

However, not all the newspapers placed the ITER articles in the same sections. The 
Local news section was essentially used by El Diari de Tarragona (89.3%), and El Pais 
(10.6%). The Society pages were almost equally utilized by El Periódico (56.5%), and 
El Pais (43.5%) while Expansión exclusively used the Economy section. It is interesting 
to note how the local press in the one giving more prominence to the Opinion section, 
with El Diari reaching a 72.7% of the total articles published in this section. All front 
pages appeared in El Diari. 

Section 

Frontpage 
5.19% 

7.41% 
Opinion 
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SECTION Number of 
cases El Pais El Periódico El Diari de _ 

Tarragona E x P a n s , o n 

Economy 18 100% 
Local 75 10.7% - 89.3% 
Opinion 11 9.1% 18.2% 72.7 
Society 46 43.5% 56.5% -

Miscellany 22 - - -

FrontPage 7 - - 100% 
Total 179 

Differences among newspapers could be mainly explained by the own characteristics 
of the newspapers' editorial line. 

Even so, it could be said that the more geographical closeness to the ITER proposed 
site, the more editorial opinion is spread about the project. Finally, and taking into 
account that the location of an article reveals the importance that is given to the articles 
treating the subject, we can conclude that the local pres is the one giving most 
prominence to ITER, as all front pages appeared in the local press. 

Extent 
The extent, the size of the articles, is considered another indicator of the degree of 
prominence given by the newspapers to the specific stories. 

In order to identify the size of the articles dealing with ITER, the information provided 
by www.mynewsoriline.com was used. This database provides the number of 
characters each article contains. From this information, the number of characters 
included in a regular newspaper page was estimated. 

Size of the articles 

P 
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e 
s 
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0 

7)16 
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42 
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Frequency 

As the figure shows, the articles were written in a wide variety of sizes although the 
shorter ones (64.1% shorter than half page) were more frequent than the longer ones 
(35.9% half page or longer). 
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Relevant differences were identified among newspapers in this regard. El Periódico 
mainly used very short articles when spreading information about the ITER project. On 
the other side we find El Pais and El Diari de Tarragona, showing significant 
percentages of longer articles (1/2 page or more). 

EXTENSION Number of 
cases El Pais El Periódico El Diari de 

Tarragona Expansión 

1/16 Paqe 27 - 59.3% 37% 3.7% 
1/8 Paqe 38 5.3% 7.9% 76.3% 10.5% 
V* Paqe 42 16.7% 9.5% 64.3% 9.5% 
Vz Paqe 51 29.4% 9.8% 64.3% 9.5% 
% Paqe 16 31.3% - 50% 18.8% 
1 Page 2 - - 100% -

Total 176 

It could be said that the analysis of the size of the articles ratifies the trend already 
pointed out by the location of the articles: the more geographical closeness to the ITER 
proposed site, the more prominence is given to the ITER project. The local press is the 
one devoting more space to the ITER related issues. 

Authorship 
More than half of the articles were written by ordinary collaborators/reporters (54.9%), 
while the editorial staff signed 21% of the articles. The remaining articles were signed 
by an Agency, or by a combination of some of the previous authors. The authorship 
could not be identified in 30 articles (15% of unknown authorship). 

Source of the information: 
As various information sources could be mentioned in the same story, for each source 
of information we will first show the total number of cases in which it appeared as a 
source of the information of the story, either individually or with other/s source/s. Then, 
for each source, we will specify the cases in which it appeared as the only information 
source, the cases in which it appeared with another source, the cases in which it 
appeared with two other sources, and finally the cases in which in appeared with three 
other sources (in percentages) 

As the With With two With three 
INFORMATION SOURCE Number only one other other other 

ot cases source Source Sources Sources 
(%) (%) (%) (%) 

Official/Governmental/ Sources 
National Government: 88 47.73 38.64 12.50 1.14 
Ciemat: 32 31.25 43.75 25 0 
European Union: 32 31.5 50 18.75 0 
Other ITER Countries: Japan, France ... 18 11.11 72.22 11.11 8.56 
Local Government: 12 16.67 50 25 8.33 
Reqional Government: 9 11.11 66.67 22.22 0 

Civil Society/ Other institutions: 
Ecologists: 25 80 8 12 0 
Institutions: Universities, Research Centres 9 44.44 22.22 22.22 11.11 
General public: 2 100 0 0 0 

Others 19 52.63 36.84 10.53 0 

Unknown: 28 100 0 0 0 
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As an initial remark we can underline the prominence of the Official/Governmental 
information sources when spreading information about the ITER project in our country. 
As the table shows, our National Government appears as the central character in 88 of 
the analysed articles. Next we find the Ciemat (as the Spanish candidacy promoter), 
and the European Union (as a key actor in the decision making process regarding the 
European ITER candidacy). Other ITER countries views and proposals have also found 
their place in the Spanish press. 

Regarding the Civil Society and other institutions sources', we can underline the 
outstanding role of the ecoloqists groups. As we will see later on, most of the times 
they appeared on stage the energy debate was the issue at stake. 

Focussing on each of the information sources, we can see how the National 
Government tends to appear as the solely source (47.7%), while the Ciemat usually 
appears with another source (43.75%) (In most cases the "partner" of Ciemat is our 
National Government). The ecologists profile is quite similar to the one of our National 
Government, although more accentuated (80% of the occasions in which they 
appeared as information source they did so on their own). On the other side we find 
Other ITER countries, and the Local and Regional Governments, which usually shared 
their informative role with some other agent. 

Type of story: 
As mentioned earlier, we are attempting a distinction between facts and opinion6. 

Type of story 

Editorial3.08% 

Signed column Interview 
Column _ 3.08% j 2.05% 

1.54' 

Feature/Background Story 
0.51% 

News Analysis Story 12.82% 

News Story 76.92% 

0 Facts Articles include News story if article relates to recent events; News analysis story if article brings together 
information from different points in time; and Feature/background story if article has current information combined with 
substantial background information and often interviews with several protagonists. / Opinion Articles includes Editorial if 
article is specifically titled as such; Comment/column if article is explicitly titled as such or appears to be the journalist's 
opinion without being a Signed Column or Editorial/Leader article; and Signed column if article is an explicitly named 
column 
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The Spanish press has been transmitting basically news articles (facts) about ITER as 
90.2% of the analysed stories was coded as such. Within news articles, 76.9% of news 
stories, 12.8% of news analysis, and only 0.5% of feature/background stories were 
acknowledged. 

As far as the opinion articles are concerned (7.7% of the total stories), we found 3.1% 
of editorials, 3.1% of signed columns, and 1.5% of columns. Four interviews were 
identified in our ITER stories, representing a 2.1% of the total articles. It has to be 
noted that all interviews appeared in El Diari de Tarragona, the local newspaper. The 
interview subjects were the EISS-Vandellós leader project, the State Secretary for 
Science and Technology, the Major of Vandellós, and a fusion scientist7. 

Subsequently, once more, we find relevant differences regarding the way in which each 
newspaper deals with the information about the ITER project. Feature/Background 
stories, Columns, and Interviews came out only in the local press, El Diari de 
Tarragona. While News, News stories and Editorials appear quite equally distributed 
among the four newspapers. 

Type of Story Number of 
cases El Pais El Periódico El Diari de 

Tarragona Expansión 

News 150 15.3% 16% 60% 8.7% 
News Analysis 25 28% 8% 44% 20% 
Feature/ Backqround 1 - - 100% -

Editorial 6 16.7% 16.7% 50% 16.7% 
Column 3 - - 100% -

Siqned Column 6 - 16.7% 83.3% -

Interview 4 - - 100% -

Tota! 195 

In other words, all deeper analysis of ITER related issues were performed by the local 
press. Thus, we can state that El Diari de Tarragona has been the newspaper devoting 
both, more space, and more analysis to ITER matters. 

O MAIN TOPIC: 

In each article the issue given most attention, the focus of the story, was classified as 
"main topic". Seven ITER related topics were considered in our analysis: Economy, 
Energy, Research and Development, Decision Making Process, Promotion of 
candidacies, Social, and Technical issues. 

The key issues the Spanish press has been spreading about ITER are the promotion of 
candidacies and the decision making process regarding the ITER site. We can 
anticipate here that almost all articles dealing with promotion of candidacies focused on 
the Vandellós one, although some space was devoted to other proposals. Thus, when 
we talked about the promotion of "the candidacy" we mean the promotion of Vandellós. 

The following graphic shows the number of articles published for each of the main 
topics considered in our analysis. 

7 C. ALEJALDRE: "Sólo puede ser por falta de información que no se respalde un proyecto como el ITER" 
(16.08.2003); P. MORENÉS: "Competir en ITER es un éxito en sí mismo" (01.03.03); J. CASTELLNOU: 'Tenemos que 
estar orgullosos por los elogios recibidos en la carrera del ITER" (20.09.03); J. SÁNCHEZ: "Con el ITER tendremos 
energía para siempre" (30.09.03) 
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In most articles the identification of the main topic was straightforward, uncomplicated, 
as there was a clear, and only one, main focus in the story. However, in some articles 
this identification was not so easy. We are basically talking about articles dealing either 
with the promotion of candidacies or with the decision making process which frequently 
appeared linked between them or with other issues. Thus we decided to generate a 
new "main topic" category made up of the combination of two topics: the "coupled 
topic" categories. Thus, coders could code up to two main topics by article. 

Our analysis showed 12 main topics, including "single" main topics and "coupled" main 
topics. 

MAIN TOPIC 
(Single topic) Number of cases Percentage of appearance 

Promotion of the candidacy 62 31.8 
Decision making process 46 23.6 
Energy 18 9.2 
Technology 5 2.6 
Economy 4 2.1 
Social 1 0.5 
Others 1 0.5 

MAIN TOPIC 
(Coupled topics) Number of cases Percentage of appearance 

Promotion of the candidacy + Economy 9 4.6 
Promotion of the candidacy + Social 1 0.5 
Promotion of the candidacy + RD 1 0.5 
Promotion + Decision Making 34 17.4 
Decision making + Economy 5 2.6 
Energy + Technology 3 1.5 

TOTAL 190 100% 
Note: 5 missing cases (no Main Topic was mentioned in the Article/ Only Background Topics) 

As the Table visibly shows, there are two outstanding "single" topics according to the 
Spanish press: the promotion of candidacies and the decision making process 
regarding the ITER site. These matters have appeared as main topic in 55.4% of the 
analysed articles. 
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Concerning the "couple topics", as the Table points up, most of them included either 
the promotion of candidacies or the decision making process. And, what is more, the 
combination of the two of them represents the greater part of the potential 
combinations. 

In other words, either as main topics or as coupled topics, the key issues the Spanish 
press has been spreading about ITER are the promotion of candidacies and the 
decision making process 

A detailed description of each of the main topics is included in the next section. 

• SECONDARY TOPICS: 

The same seven topics could be scored as a "secondary topic" whenever the issue 
appears in the article and it had not already been scored as the main topic. In most 
cases the "secondary topic" is the argument in which the main topic was based. For 
instance, if the main topic is the Promotion of the Vandellós candidacy, the available 
local infrastructures (Economy) may be used as the argument in which the promotion is 
based. 
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As the Graphic shows, secondary topics present a quite different pattern if compared 
with the one of the main topics. The economic and the technological dimensions of the 
project are the ones reaching higher relevance. 

A detailed description of each of the secondary topics is included in the next section. 
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• Background topics 

As have been explained in the Coding Protocol Design, the pre-test allowed us to 
identify some contents persistently appearing in the stories as background information. 
We are talking about general data of the project (global investment, ITER members, 
aim of the project, etc.), phrased in very short and repetitive sentences, almost copied 
word for word or "cut by the same pattern". 

In order to avoid potential bias of both the main and the secondary topics, a new 
category for this background information was created: 

Economy: Investment in the project: "ITER will imply and an investment of 4.500 million 
euros"; and Employment: "ITER will generate 3.000 jobs." 

o ITER members: 'The UE, Japan, Canada, China, Korea, and Russia are the 
ITER members" 

o Technical issues: Stages of the project: "The ITER project construction will last 
10 years, and it will be in operation for 20 years"; and Aim of the project: "ITER 
aims at checking the technological feasibility of fusion" "ITER, an experimental 
reactor that will test the technical viability of fusion as an energy source," 

As a first comment it has to be noted that Background topics emerged in more than half 
of the analysed articles (54.9%). In other words, in more than half articles, whichever 
the main topic was, the reader was provided with some basic data of the ITER project. 

Background Topics appeared one by one or in all their potential combinations. Thus 
Economy comes out in 54 articles, ITER Members in 55 articles, and Technology in 67. 

Background topics 
Number of cases Percentage of appearance 

Economy 7 3.6% 
ITER Members 18 9.2% 
Technology 5 2.6% 

Economy + Members 15 7.7% 
Economy + Technology 25 12.8% 
Members + Technology 10 5.1% 

Economy + Members + Technology 27 13.8% 

None 88 45.1% 

TOTAL 195 100% 

It is worth mentioning that the combination of the three of them was the most frequent 
background picture in the stories, followed by the combination of economy and 
technology. 
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• TONE OF THE ARTICLE / POSITIONING 

Concerning the positioning towards the project, 41% stories presented a neutral tone, 
in other words, no position towards ITER became apparent. Those stones merely 
present straight facts related to ITER events. 

If we focused on those articles with a clear positioning towards the project and the 
possibility of hosting it in Vandellós (59% of the total stories), results are definitive. 
78.3% of them expressed a positive tone, while 21.7% showed a negative one. 

Tone 

Negative 12.82% 

-Positive 46.15% 

Neutral 41.03% 

These data clearly match with the results already obtained in earlier EISS-Vandellós 
studies regarding the social perception of the candidacy. Both the previous qualitative 
and quantitative results showed clear support from the local community for the ITER 
candidacy ("We want ITER"). 
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As far as differences among 
newspapers are concerned, the 
national press (El Pais) published 
mainly positive or neutral tones, 
while the regional press (El 
Periódico) showed the more 
critical views. The local press (El 
Diari) show a quite balanced 
tone, and the economic press 
(Expansión) tone could be 
defined as a neutral-positive one. 
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IV. DETAILED RESULTS 

This Section presents the results of the detailed analysis of the main and secondary 
topics, in other words, of the specific contents of the news stories. 

The Graphic shows the quite different patterns of the main and secondary topics. 

A Prom L Prom+Soc W Soc+Ec+DMP+Tec AH Prom+Soc+Tec 

B DMP M Social X Ec+En Al Prom+Tec 

C Prom+DMP N Tec+Ec Y Ec+En+RD+DMP AJ RD+DMP 

D En 0 Ec+RD Z Ec+RD+DMP AK Soc+Ec 

E Prom+Ec P RD AA En+RD AL Soc+Ec+RD 

F Tec Q Tec+Ec+En AB DMP+RD AM Soc+Ec+RD+DMP+Tec 

G Ec+DMP R Soc+Ec+DMP AC Prom+Ec+En+RD+DMP+Soc AN Soc+Ec+Tec 

H Ec S Tec+Ec+RD AD Prom+Ec+En+Tec AO Tec+Ec+DMP 

1 Tec+En T Tec+DMP AE Prom+En AP Tec+Ec+RD+DMP 

J Others U Prom+Ec+RD AF Prom+En+DMP+Tec AQ Tec+En+RD 

K Prom+RD V Prom+Ec+Tec AG Prom+En+Tec AR Tec+RD+DMP 
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• MAIN TOPIC 
The following Graphic gives a visual idea of the appearance of main topics and how 
they are detached. As already mentioned, the promotion of Candidacies together with 
the decision making process have been the main ITER issues as portrayed by our 
press. 
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Let's see the details of each of the main topics. 

. PROMOTION OF CANDIDACIES: 
The very firs comment regarding the promotion of candidacies, as could be expected, 
is the leading position of Vandellós. As the graphic shows, 90% of the articles dealt 
with the promotion of the domestic site, while only 10% mentioned the promotion of 
other candidacies, France and Japan basically (7% of them appeared together with the 
Vandellós promotion) 

Others 
3% 

Vandellòs+ 
Others 

7% 

L+Fk-N 
3% 

R+N 
7% 

When analysing whom is the agent promoting 
the Vandellós candidacy we find out that the 
Government has been the main supporter of 
the Vandellós Candidacy (91%). Next, as could 
be expected, we find the Ciemat (the project 
promoter), either on its own or together with the 
Government (18%). The candidacy was also 
supported by "others", such as nearby 
universities, regional and local non official 
institutions, and so on. Those "others" were 
mentioned in 15% of the articles in which the 
promotion of Vandellós was the main topic. 

Going to the details of the "Government" as 
promoter of the Vandellós Candidacy, we find 
that the National Government has been the one 
leading the promotion. The Regional 
government (20%), and the Local Government (18%) do appear, both by their own or 
with other of the governments in our country, but to a lesser extent. 

The Government as Promoter 

N: National 
R: Regional 
L: Local 

"Who" is the one promoting the candidacy was directly identified in our Coding 
Protocol (as we have just seen), while the "arguments", the basis, on which the 
promotion was supported were scored as "coupled main topics". As explained earlier, 
the main arguments used to promote the Vandellós candidacy were the economic ones 
(i.e. available infrastructures); the social ones (i.e. the general public and institutional 
support); and the Research and Development ones (i.e. impact of ITER on the national 
R+D Protocol). 
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. DECISION MAKING PROCESS: 

Regarding the Decision-Making Process about 
the ITER site, the European Union Decision 
Making process has been the definite focus of the 
analysed stories. Either on its own (42%) or 
together with the International decision making 
process (32%), it came out almost in three out of 
four of the total articles (74%.) The European 
Union "competition" was acknowledged as the 
first, and probably most important, step on the 
way to Vandellós success 

Therefore, the Spanish press closely followed any event related to the EU 
negotiations or outcomes. The temporal sequence of the articles published along the 
selected time period clearly corroborate this fact. 

We can see that the National Decision Making process received very little attention. 
This is explained by the dates on which the analysis was performed. On April 2002, 
the domestic decision regarding the Spanish site was taken time ago, thus it was not 
an issue for the press any longer. 

o ENERGY: 

Energy related issues were the third more 
important "main topic" in our articles. As 
the graphic illustrates the "energy debate" 
was the most relevant issue in this field. ENERGY 

A. Research 
B. Energy Debate 
C. Both 

Energy debate articles' dealt with issues 
such as the preferred future energy 
scenarios, the centralized versus the 
decentralized energy production models, 
and so on. As could be expected, 
ecologists were the ones bringing the 
issue to stage in most cases. Their 
comments and opinions focused basically on the investment ITER will imply, 
highlighting the need to invest on renewable energies. Ecologists also focused the 
discourse on the dismantling stage of ITER and wastes. 

However the energy debate was also promoted by "official institutions" (research 
centres, scientists, etc.), which underlined the role fusion, may play in the future energy 
scenario (increasing energy demand and future role of the diverse energy sources). 

ECONOMY 
A. Investment 
B. Effects of investment 
C. Infrastructures 
D. Invest + Infraestructure 
E. Inv+lnfra+Employment. 
F. Effects+Employment 
G. Inv+Eff+lnfra+Employ. 

o ECONOMY: 

Economic issues were the fourth 
more important "main topic" 
within the ITER related articles. It 
should be remember that in quite 
a lot of the articles it appeared as 
the main argument for the 
promotion of the candidacy. 
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Looking at the economic sub-categories, we find out that "Investments" in the project 
reached the key position, coming out in 60% of the total stories (A+D+E+F). Within this 
sub-category our coding protocol made a distinction among the investment ITER 
implies at the different levels, the country that will host it, the European Union, and so 
on. ITER International investments appeared almost in all articles in which investments 
were mentioned. (91,7%). Next we find the investments corresponding to our National 
Government (58,3%), and finally the ones of European Union (49,9%) 

"Effects of the investments", either at the local, regional, or national level (B+F+G), 
were mentioned in 29% of the articles. It should be noted that the local effects were the 
most emphasized ones (80%). In fact, whenever the effects of the investment were 
mentioned, they were placed at the local (the remaining 20% refers to effects a both 
the national and the local level) 

Infrastructures also hold a quite relevant place, as they appeared in half (50%) of the 
analysed articles (C+D+E+G). Within infrastructures a distinction was made between 
the already available ones, and those that would have to be done in order to satisfy the 
Project needs. Our stories definitively put the emphasis on the "available 
infrastructures" (appearing in 88.9% of the articles). As have been mentioned, available 
infrastructures were used as an important ground when promoting the Vandellós 
candidacy. 

From the economic perspective, the employment ITER would generate were 
highlighted as a clear benefit, particularly at the local level. Employment related 
aspects appeared in 18% of the articles in which economy was the main topic. 

. TECHNOLOGY: 

As t'ne graphic shows, technology sub-
categories were rather uniformly distributed. 

It should be remember that the "Background 
topics" included a touch of technical 
contents, particularly the aim and stages of 
the project. Thus, the contents included 
under this section imply quite detailed and 
extensive technical information. In other 
words, here we find the "more detailed 
technical" issues the Spanish press have 
been spreading about ITER. 

A frequent content in this regard (49%) was the explanation of the aim of ITER, either 
by itself or together with a detailed description of the project or the uncertainty its 
experimental dimension involves (A+D+G). 

Wastes ITER may generate hold a quite relevant position, as they were mentioned 
almost in 40% of the stories (C+E+F). It should be noted that wastes appeared either 
as a positive argument (fusion wastes are not a problem as fission ones are) or as a 
negative one (uncertainty regarding ITER wastes). 

The Safety / Risk dimension of the project was the focus of 24% of the stories (B+F), 
either from the positive (ITER is intrinsically safe) or from the negative one (uncertainty 
associated to an experimental installation). 

TECHNOLOGY 
A. Aim of the project 
B. Safety -Risks 
C. Wastes 
D. Aim+Det.Descript 
E. Detail Desc+ Wast 
F. Saf-Risk+ Waste. 
G Aim+DD+Uncert. 
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• SECONDARY TOPIC: 
The following Graphic gives a visual idea of the appearance of the secondary topics 
and how they are segregated. 
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It should be remembered that the same topics (Economy, Energy, Research and 
Development, Decision Making Process, Promotion of candidacies, Social, and 
Technical issues) could be scored as a "secondary topic" whenever the issue emerge 
in the article and it had not already been scored as the main topic. No limit regarding 
the number of possible secondary topics was established. Any issue could be scored 
as secondary topic whenever it was relevant in the story but no enough to be 
considered the main topic. 

As mentioned earlier, secondary topics present a quite different pattern if compared 
with the one of the main topics. The economic and the technological dimensions of the 
project are the ones reaching higher relevance. 

Let see the details of our secondary topics in order of priority, i.e., the first one being 
the most mentioned one (economy), and so on (technology), and so forth. 

. ECONOMY; 

If we look at the economy sub-
categories we find, once again, that 
"investments" in the project is the 
most important economic issue in the 
press' view. This sub-category, either 
on its own (29%) or together with 
other sub-categories appeared (A+E 
+F+G+K+ L+M+N) in more than half 
of the articles (54%). 

Within investments, the most 
mentioned ones were those 
corresponding to the global 
investment (adding up the 
international, European, and National 

ones) (56.8%). Next we find the International investments (24.3%). In this regard, this 
sub-category of economy presents an stable profile (both as main topic and as 
secondary topic). 

"Effects of the investment" also hold a relevant position (B+E+l+J+K+L+N) (33%) It 
should be noted that, once again, the more highlighted effects were the ones expected 
at the local level (90,7%), although the regional effects achieve more relevance when 
treated as secondary topic (43,6%). 

Regarding infrastructures (C+F+H+l+L+M+N) (38%), the analysed articles gave special 
attention to the available ones (roads, ports, those linked to the existing NPP, etc.) 
(92.3%) and not so much to the ones to be done in order to satisfy the ITER 
requirements (15.4%). This could be explained by the fact that infrastructures were 
mainly used as an argument in order to support the Vandellós candidacy. 

Another economic sub-category refers to the employment ITER will generate, 
especially at the local stage but also at the regional, national, and even European 
Union level. Once more, the stories trend was that of emphasizing the local dimension 
of the expected ITER effects (D+H+J+K+M+N) (19%). 

ECONOMY 
A. Investment 
B. Effects of investment 
C. Infrastructures. 
D. Employment 
E. Inv+Effects of invest 
F. Inv+lnfraestructures 
G. Inv+Employment 
H. Infra+Employment 
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Thus, form the economic point of view (as secondary topic); the investments ITER will 
imply together with the available infrastructures were the issues our newspapers 
spread with more detail and frequency. 

o TECHNOLOGY: 

Facts related to the technological 
dimension of ITER hold the 
second position in the ranking of 
secondary topics. 

As the graphic show, the 
percentage of appearance of the 
Aim of the project (A+G) (6%) as 
secondary topic is quite limited. An 
explanation for this small figure 
could be found in the "background 
topics" category we created. In 
other words, this data does not 
mean that the aim of the project 
was not considered in the articles. It means that it did come out, but mainly as a main 
topic (in 49% of the articles), or as a background topic (in 24.3% of the total stories). 

The selected newspapers gave special attention to the Wastes ITER may generate 
during its operation. This matter emerged in 36% of the stories. It should be remember 
that ITER wastes were mentioned both, form the positive perspective (Fusion does not 
generate the type of wastes fission does),and from the negative one (uncertainty 
associated to ITER wastes). The ecologists groups are the ones holding this last 
position, while the official and scientific sources are the ones holding the former. 
Anyway, it seems that wastes are an issue that should be object of specific public 
information processes. 

25% of the stories included substantial references to the different stages of the ITER 
project (Construction / Operation / Dismantling). Dismantling was, of course, closely 
linked to the wastes debate; Construction to the effects on employment and 
infrastructures; and Operation to the effects on qualified employment. 

• DECISION MAKING PROCESS: 

The decision -making process regarding the ITER 
site has been one of the key issues for the 
Spanish press, as already seen in the main topics 
results. Information about it was published almost 
constantly. Thus, if it was not the focus of the 
story (main topic), it frequently appeared as 
secondary topic. 

More references to the National decision-making 
process are found here. Those references 
regularly emerged on news analysis stories 

12% 

TECHNOLOGY 
A. Wastes 
B. Stages of project 
C. Detailed Description (DD) 
D. Safety-Risks (S-R) 
E. Stages + Wastes 
F. S-R + Wastes 
G. Stage + Waste + Uncert 
H. Aim of the project 
I. Stages + Aim 
J. Waste + Uncertainty 
K. Aim + S_R + Wastes 
L. Stages + S-R + Wastes 
M. Uncertainty 
N. Stages + Aim + Uncertain 
O. Stages +S-R + Was + Unc 
P. DD + S-R + Wastes 
Q. DD + Uncertainty 
R. DD + Aim 
S. DD + Aim + S-R + Wastes 

2% 4% 
DEC.MAK.P 
A National 
B EU. 

EU+I 
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focused on a detailed description of the Vandellós candidacy trajectory, from its origins 
to date. However, the European Union decision-making process holds the leading 
position. 

. RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT: 
As the graphic shows, the most mentioned sub-
category within the R+D topic, was the 
repercussion ITER would imply for the national 
R+D. All stories highlighted the great benefits 
ITER would entail at all the local, the regional, 
and the national level. 

The national R+D policy was also pointed out in 
some of the stories. It was referred to from 
different angles, from those acknowledging and 
appreciating the effort being undertaken in 
order to host ITER, to those criticizing the 
current governmental policy in the field. 

R & D 
A National Repercuss 
B.International Rep. 
C. National Policy 
D. Nat+lnt Repercus. 
E. Nat Rep +Nat.Pol. 
F. Nat+lntR+Nat.Pol 

"'l A 
,152% 

. PROMOTION OF CANDIDACIES: 
The promotion of candidacies also appeared as a secondary topic of the analysed 
articles (24 articles out of 195). The very first comment, one again, is the leading 
position of Vandellós. 83% of the articles dealt with the promotion of the domestic site, 
while only 17% mentioned the promotion of other candidacies, France and Japan 
basically (13% of them appearing together with the Vandellós promotion) 

Others 
4% 

Agents promoting 
Vandellós 

Agents promoting 
Vandellós G: Government 

P: Promoter 
0: Others 

G: Government 
P: Promoter 
0: Others 

Vandellòs+ 
Others 
13% 

When analysing whom is the agent promoting the Vandellós 
candidacy we find out that the Government has been the 
main supporter of the Vandellós Candidacy (87%). Next, as 
could be expected, we find the Ciemat (the project 
promoter), either on its own or together with the 
Government (13%). The candidacy was also supported by 
"others", such as nearby universities, regional and local non 
official institutions, and so on (4%). 
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ENERGY 

"Research on energy sources"8 received less attention 
the "Energy Debate" (issues such as the preferred 
future energy scenarios, the centralized versus the 
decentralized energy production models, and so on), 
have been mentioned, ITER is closely linked to this 
energy debate. In other words, the construction of this 
experimental reactor unavoidable imply the questioning 
deeper and global issues. This is another aspect to be 
considered when thinking about public information 
about ITER. 

ENERGY 
A Research 
B. Energy Debate 
C. Both 

than 

As 

of 

SOCIAL 
A Social Support 
B Social Change 
C Youth / Future. 
D Educ./Training 
E Soc.Supp+Soc.Chan. 

. SOCIAL 

Finally, we find those stories in 
matters were the focus of the story. 

which the Social 

As a first comment we could underline the scarce 
appearance of social issues, as they were only 
mentioned in 11 articles out of 195. This small figure 
could be explained by the newspapers editorial lines 
(giving less space to the general public voice), but 
also by the own profile of the ITER related news 
(basically linked to the promotion and the decision-
making process) located in a quite "official" sphere. 

Focusing on the specific contents of the social stories, 
we find that the "social change" ITER will generate at 
the local level is the most mentioned aspect (B+E) 
(55%). 

This is not surprising as the local people are very aware of the opportunities ITER will 
create in the area. 

Next we find the "Social Support" (A+E) (36%). According to the results of previous 
EISS-Vandellós studies, local people are for ITER and so they stated in the press. 

Another relevant social consequence of ITER are the opportunities it would open for 
the local youth, both in terms of education and training (C+D) (18%) 

8 The story highlights the research dimension of ITER in the context of energy research. 
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V. CONCLUSIONS 

i i The number of published articles substantially increases as times goes by. The 
more recent dates, the more number of articles are published in the press. In other 
words, ITER has attracted more and more attention as the moment of the final 
decision comes closer. 

i i ITER has had a wider impact on the local press. The local press is the one devoting 
more space, more front pages, and more editorial opinion to the ITER related 
issues. The more geographical closeness to the ITER proposed site, the more 
prominence is given to the project 

si Prominence of Official/ Governmental information sources when spreading 
information about the ITER project in our country. Regarding the Civil Society and 
other institutions sources', we can underline the outstanding role of the ecologists 
groups. 

@ The Spanish press has been transmitting basically news articles (facts) about ITER. 

m Thus, 41% stories presented a neutral tone, in other words, no position towards 
ITER became apparent. Those stories merely present straight facts related to ITER 
events. Focusing on those articles with a clear positioning towards the project and 
the possibility of hosting it in Vandellós ,results are definitive: 78.3% of them 
expressed a positive tone, while 21.7% showed a negative one. 

® The institutional support to the candidature, i.e. the promotion of the Vandellós 
candidacy, has been the axis of most articles. This institutional support, at both 
official and non official, and in the local, regional, and national field, was closely 
link to the follow up of the decision making process. 

a The energy debate has hold a relevant position in the ITER stories. This debate 
seems to be unavoidable connected to the fusion project itself. 

m The economic dimension of the project has capture a lot of the press attention. The 
investments in the project, the effects of such investments, and the infrastructures 
have been the more mentioned economic aspects of ITER, 

si Technological issues, both from the "general information" point of view (background 
topics) and from the "detailed information" side (main / Secondary topic) have also 
received quite a lot attention, 

@ The Social dimension, although in limited percentage, has also been considered. 
The questions pointed out by the public opinion "voice" clearly reflect the results 
obtained in previous EISS-Vandellós studies: Local Community support and lucid 
awareness of the social change ITER would imply for the area. 
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VI. DISCUSSION: 

We feel these results present interesting implications for the design of a potential public 
information process (the starting point of any public participation process). 

On the one hand, this content analysis study give us a picture of the way in which the 
Spanish press have been spreading information about ITER. 

This picture is, of course, limited by the analysed cases sample' but also by the 
period of time covered in our study. It should also be remember that this was a was 
quite special period, as it was basically dominated by the follow-up of the decision 
making process and the promotion of the Vandellós Candidacy. In other words, 
"news" were unavoidable linked to such a decision-making process and not to the 
regular dissemination of a technological matter. Bearing in mind this constraints, we 
still consider this analysis provide relevant inputs about the way in which the press 
spread information about the ITER project. 

On the other hand, the previous EISS-Vandellós studies allowed the identification of 
the local population demands and preferences in terms of information about the ITER 
project. 

The local population's preferred means of receiving information on the project are 
the mass media (80%), followed by specific, detailed printed information 
(70%).(INF-EISSV-SE2.4-002, 2002). Therefore, it is quite evident that mass 
media, including written press, are the most preferred information source at the 
local level. Newspapers have a role to play in the dissemination of ITER, in 
particular, and of fusion energy, in general. 

Regarding the contents that the information must covered in the locals' opinion, we 
find: the world-wide scope of the project, the experimental nature of the project, the 
characteristics inherent in the project, the economic dimensions of the project, 
phases in the project: planning for the future, the issue of energy, and social 
cohesion". Given the social dynamic in the area, it would be essential to make it 
clear that this is not a facility devoted to energy production: the "research" aspect of 
the project should be emphasised. It would also be essential that "technical" 
information be completed and complemented by "social" information: the 
international dimension of the project, the prestige it will bring to the area, energy 
demand / needs, effects on the local socio-economic structure, and so forth.. (¡NF-
EISSV-SE2.1-03, 2003). 

An interesting comparison could be established between the media "performance" and 
the local population preferences in the case of ITER. 

The media, in its usual way of treating news, have covered quite precisely some of the 
local population demands (such as the world-wide scope of the project /ITER 
members; the technical characteristics of the project; the economic dimensions; the 
project phases, the energy "issue"), but not all of them. This "missing contents" would 
of course require special attention in the future if ITER finally comes to Vandellós. 

Although limited on scope and , obviously, "local", we feel some of this results may be 
of interest for further dissemination activities related to ITER or to Fusion energy. 
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