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Although transport of nuclear substances represents only a very small part of the global transport of
dangerous goods, it takes place every day all over the world and it is part of our daily life. Transport of
nuclear material takes also place at every stage of the nuclear fuel cycle; radioactive materials are carried
out all over the world by all major modes of transport: sea, air, road and rail.

Despite the large number of nuclear transports, they are not considered as posing a serious risk. A major
nuclear incident is almost always associated with the operating of fixed installations such as nuclear power
plants; just think about Three Mile Island and Chernobyl. This perception is strengthened by the absence
so far of serious accidents in the nuclear transport sector and this finding is in fact proof of the very safe
conditions of nuclear transport. But accidents can never be excluded entirely and in some cases damages
could be as large as those caused by fixed installations. This means that protection of the interests of
possible victims should also be covered in a correct way.

That is why the special nuclear liability regime has also been developed to cover damage caused by a
nuclear transport accident. As stated by Patrick Reyners, the prime motivation for originally adopting a
special nuclear regime was the harmonisation of national legislation and that nowhere more than in the
field of international transport operations is such harmonisation felt desirable1.

The international legal regime has been developed along two tracks, one based on the mode of transport
and the other based on the notion of dangerous goods. The linkage between those two tracks is of
permanent concern and the mode of transport is the key element to determine which international
instrument should be applicable.

The purpose of this paper is to briefly introduce the financial security provided by the insurance industry to
cover the international nuclear liability regime for nuclear transports.
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' Patrick Reyners, «The Modernization of the International Nuclear Liability Regime: its impact on transport
operations", OECD/NEA, August 2003
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