
6"1 International Conference on Nuclear Option in Countries with Smai
Dubrc

HR0600095

Preparation of the National Radioactive Waste and Spent Fuel Management
Programme in Slovenia

Metka Kralj, Nadja Železnik
Agency for Radwaste Management
Parmova 53,
SI-1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia
Nadja.Zeleznik@gov.si,
Metka.Kralj@gov.si

Irena Mele, Miran Veselič
Agency for Radwaste Management
Parmova 53,
SI-1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia
Miran.Veselič@gov.si,
Irena.Mele@gov.si

The first separate National Radioactive Waste and Spent Fuel Management Programme (National
Programme) was prepared in Slovenia in 2005, as a separate part of the National Environmental Action
Programme that was adopted in June 2005. In the previous National Environmental Action Programme
from the year 1999, the radioactive waste and spent fuel management was mentioned only briefly in the
paragraph on radiation and nuclear safety with two main objectives: to provide an effective management of
radioactive waste, and to keep the environmental ionising radiation under control. The new National
Programme from 2005 includes all topics being relevant for the management of the radioactive waste and
spent fuel, from the legislation and identification of different waste streams in Slovenia, to the management
of radioactive waste and spent fuel, the decommissioning of nuclear facilities and management of
(TE)NORM. It deals also with the relevant actors in the radioactive waste management, communication
and information activities, and the financial aspects of the radioactive waste and spent fuel management.
The National Programme was already adopted by the Slovenian Government in October 2005 and will go
to Parliament proceedings.

The Technical bases for the National Programme was prepared by ARAO and presented to the
government in the beginning of 2005. The frames for this document were taken from relevant strategic
documents: the Programme of decommissioning the nuclear power plant Krško and the radioactive waste
and spent fuel management, prepared in 2004 by Slovenian and Croatian experts (ARAO and APO), the
Proposal of LILW Management Strategy (1999), the Strategy of Spent Fuel Management (1996), and the
Resolution on the National Energy Programme (2004). ARAO made a detailed study on the amount and
types of radioactive waste produced in Slovenia and future arising with emphasis on the minimization on
radioactive waste production. It considered all producers of LILW and spent fuel: nuclear power plant,
research reactor, small producers in the industry, medicine, research and army, uranium mine in
decommissioning, storage facilities and naturally occurring radioactive material with a considerable
radiation. ARAO identified the existing and possible future problems and proposed the technical solutions
and action plans for two distinctive periods: 2005-2008 and 2009-2013. The necessary financial, technical
and human resources were evaluated and the requirements to fulfil the programme were described. The
core activities of the radioactive waste management in this period is siting and construction of the LILW
repository, the final closure and decommissioning of the uranium mine, providing the complete control over
the institutional waste, identification of TENORM sources and harmonisation of nuclear legislation with the
environmental, spatial and construction legislation.
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