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The evaluation of the rehabilitation strategies implemented in the CIS countries affected by the 
Chernobyl catastrophe pointed out the importance to involve the population in the day-to-day 
management of the radiological situation. The ETHOS experience in Belarus has revealed that to be 
effective and sustainable, this involvement must rely on the dissemination of a practical radiological 
protection culture within the population and especially within health professionals. As part of this 
culture, the implementation of an inclusive radiation monitoring system is a key element to allow the 
population and the local professionals to regain control on the day-to-day situation as far as the 
radiological risk is concerned. The SAGE Project, funded by the European Commission, started in 
October 2002 and will last 30 months. The objective is to develop strategies and guidance for 
disseminating such a system in Western Europe, in case of a long-term radiological contamination. 
The partnership of the Project is composed of 5 teams of researchers from the following institutions: 
BB RIR (the Brest Branch of the Research Institute of Radiology - Belarus), BELRAD (the Institute of 
Radiation Safety - Belarus), CEPN (France), GSF (Germany) and NRPB (United Kingdom). The key 
output of the project will be a handbook giving a comprehensive guidance on how to tackle the 
questionings and problems faced by the population. The proposed strategies and guidance are 
developed by national "stakeholders panels" involving representatives from the society (medical 
doctors, radiation protection experts, teachers, representatives from NGOs, …) both in the 
contaminated territories of Belarus and in the abovementioned three Member States. This paper will 
present the methodology of work with the stakeholder panels and the major findings so far, especially 
the elements they have pointed out to be of a particular importance. The preliminary contents of the 
handbook will be presented as well. 


