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In France, for several years, the Institute for Radiological Protection and Nuclear Safety (IRSN) has been 
working on technical solutions for the rehabilitation of rural, urban and industrial areas, contaminated by 
radioactivity. Then, the complexity of the radioactivity integration’s mechanisms into the environment and 
into the foodchain, but also the important number of concerned actors and the inevitable incompatibilities 
between their respective expectations of the rehabilitation, make the post accidental management a 
challenging question for the responsible organisations at local, national and international levels. The 
involvement of persons in charge of agriculture in a collective reflection on the conditions and means of 
the post accidental situation’s management seemed therefore necessary, in order to allow them to express 
the farmers point of view. On this basis, IRSN is deeply engaged in actions involving these other 
stakeholders, in particular in rural environment, in order to collect their appraisal and to obtain data and 
operational tools for the global evaluation of the countermeasures. The FARMING project, initiated in 
2000 by the European Commission, constituted an interesting initiative in this direction. The French group 
has been constituted around the National Institute for Agronomy of Paris Grignon, which ensures its 
coordination. Within this framework, this group has notably been involved in the evaluation of a rural 
countermeasures compendium, at the request of STRATEGY, another European network on the post-
accidental situation. With the support of a French farmers national association (FNSEA), the French 
FARMING group built up a working group composed of technical specialists of agriculture and radiation 
protection. All these actions facilitated the expression of the specific request for information, coming from 
the agricultural stakeholders, to the actors of radiation protection, and the design of new projects involving 
radiation protection and agriculture specialists in particular within the framework of the continuation of 
the FARMING network, funded by the 6th European PCRD. 
 
 
 


