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Foreword 
 
Dear colleaugues, 
 The Slovak Society of Nuclear Medicine and Radiation Hygiene, as the member 
of IRPA, organized, the next in turn, Regional IRPA Congress on Radiation Protection in 
Neighbouring Countries of Central Europe, in Bratislava in the days from 22 to 26 
September 2003. 
 This international meeting was organized in cooperation with the Austrian, 
Croatian, Czech, German-Swiss, Hungarian, Polish, Romanian and Slovenian Associate 
Societies of IRPA. For the congress venue   the excellent conditions of the Holiday Inn 
hotel were selected with good services and comfortable spaces. 145 registrated 
participants from 16 countries attended the congress and they presented 67 oral and 54 
poster presentations. 
 As with previous IRPA meetings the scientific content was broad, because the 
radiation protection is a dymanic proffession and the consequences of research, as well as 
of the changing characteristics of radiation sources used and international standards 
developed, had to be presented. 

The scientific work of the congress was divided into 8 sections: 
§ General Aspects of Radiation Protection                                                19                                           
§ Impact of Workpaleces with Radiation Sources  
      on the Environment                                                                                 13   
§ Environmental Monitoring                                                                      19                                                                     
§ Dose assesssment                                                                                     18 
§ Natural Sources of Radiation                                                                   21                                                                    
§ Biological Dosimetry and Health Effects                                                13                                                    
§ Radiation Protection in Medicine                                                            10 
§ Optimisation of Radiation Protection and Quality Assurance                   8 

 
The numbers refer to the number of papers presented under the given topic. 
 During the congress different ways of material release, especially for nuclear 
installations decommissioning purpose were discussed, as well as the instrumentation 
used for giving the evidence that the release criteria has been met. Environmental impact 
resulting from clearance activities in Europe are kept at the very low level, even when the 
quantity of released material is rather high. Facing decomissioning of significant amount 
of nuclear power plants in next decade, good release practice becomes to be a very 
important topic. 

The invited lecture on dosimetry issues for diagnostic radiology was followed 
with great interest. The main recommendations of the Code of practice for dosimetry in 



diagnostic radiology were pointed out. This material is under final review and will be 
published by IAEA in 2004. 
 Several practical possibilities for dose reduction in mammography and some new 
statistical approaches were also presented. Three other invited lectures dealt with the 
implication of new ICRP Recommendations into the practice of radiation protection 
legislation, and emergency preparedness. 
 The significant role and results of European Radiation Dosimetry Group activities 
were explained and the harmonisation of procedures for internal dose assessment in EU 
discussed on the results of intercomparison exercises. The biological effects of ionising 
radiation in very low dose ranges reflected in the presented papers the latest development 
of the research. 
 The responsibilities of radiation protection specialists in activities concerning the 
education and communication with the public has been explained. International as well as 
national systems of education in the field of radiation protection were confronted with 
requirements for experts and.  The lack of experts and their ageing was recognized in 
some conntries. Actual problems connected with natural radiation and the possibilities of 
improving public awareness in radon issues were refered. Quality assurance was the 
important topic of several papers presented. 
 I hope, that the exchange of experiences at the international level as well as the 
official and also private discussions during the congress will help to all participants in 
their future work and will remain in their memmories, together with the good atmosphere 
of the meeting. 
 The congress was supported by the product exhibitions that were regarded as an 
important integral part of the scientific programme. A variety of social events have been 
organized for scientific delegates and social participants. These included city tour in the 
old Bratislava, welcome party and congres dinner, and the visit of opera performance in 
the Slovak National Theatre. 
 All full presentations received until now are gathered in the Proceedings 
presented on CD-ROM and we hope that the reading will be convenient for all of you. 
 I would like to express my cordially thanks to all members of the Scientific and 
Organisation Committee, to the Sunway Agency and staff of the Holiday Inn for their 
excelent and immense amount of work that they have put in to make the meeting 
possible. 
 The representatives of Romania and Poland indicated their willingness to organise 
the next meeting in the year 2005. After discussion and because of the more convenient 
date of the Polish proposal, all societies agreed that the next IRPA Regional Congress 
would be organized by the Polish Society in Wroczlaw, from 14 to 19 of June 2005. 
 
 
                                                                                         RNDr. Denisa Nikodemova, PhD.  
                                                                                                     Chairman of congress                                      
 
 

 
 


