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Overview

The Department of Training and Consulting is regularly serving secondary school pupils and teachers,
university students and the public. As usual we have been visited by more than 5000 visitors, mainly students
from secondary schools.

Since January 2003, the Department participated in a European program called NUPEX (from Nuclear
Physics Experience) that aimed at creating an internet platform of educational material from nuclear physics and
its applications. The platform was finally prepared in eight languages (English, French, German, Italian,
Flemish, Greek, Hungarian and Polish) and is dedicated to pupils from secondary schools and to science
teachers. The whole material can be found at http://www.nupex.org. The Polish part is displayed additionally at
http://ipi.gov.pl/pl/szkolenia/nupex. It is worth mentioning that the Polish group played an important role in the
whole project. Seven modules were fully prepared by us; we also were active in helping the other Project's
participants to understand technicalities connected with preparation of the material for internet.

New educational posters have been designed by the Department. The titles of these posters are: Energy and
its transformations; typical electric power plants; Nuclear Power Plants; Nuclear Power Plants in Europe and
in the World. The posters are offered to visiting schools.

The number of possible experiments at our Laboratory of Atomic Physics is still increasing. Recently a
computer simulation of the process of start-up of the nuclear reactor was prepared. Although it can be considered
as a game, in fact the animation reflects the reality of the process and can be used for training of nuclear
reactor's operators.

For the first time one, of the leading secondary schools in Warsaw, the Stefan Batory School, participated in
a Summer School of Physics organized at our Department, which lasted 10 days. Most of the educational
program was filled with the basics of nuclear physics with emphasis on experimentation. This event was also
extraordinary because there were about 25 pupils who decided to use 10 days of their vacations to learn modern
physics. Another non-typical event was a course on radiation and radioactivity organized by us for geography
teachers.

The year 2004 was also productive for research: we published 8 papers and one chapter in a monograph
concerned with X-Ray Compton Scattering (Oxford University Press).


