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Environmental organizations are the most zealous opponents to

nuclear power and utilities. However, different organizations,

although all having the word "environment" or "environmental" in

their names, actually behave in different ways. As a rule, those

organizations which loudly clamour demagogical phrases about the

environment do nearly nothing for it, whereas those which are

really active in helping Nature and the environment do not

protest against nuclear power plants. This is a fact on which the

Czech utility dEZ has built up its strategy of communication with

the environmentally oriented part of the public. INEZ has been

making efforts to enter into friendly contacts with reasonably

thinking environmentalists who are open to a positive dialogue

and cooperation. We try to make the difference between the true

environmentalists and demagogical loud-mouths such as Greenpeace

obvious to the public.

The communication programme is meant to convey the following

message to the public:

* 1OEZ utility is making efforts to generate electricity in an

environmentally friendly manner.

* dEZ people also want to breathe healthy air and live in

* healthy environment.

• Nuclear power plants are environmentally clean facilities.

• Temelin will be the safest nuclear power plant in Europe.

• dEZ supports alternative energy sources and energy savings.
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In preparing some of our information brochures we directly

cooperate with environmentalists, so that they are the authors of

the texts (of brochures dealing with alternative energy sources

for instance).

We support activities of environmental organizations. For

example, together with the Czech Nature Conservancy Institute we

are going to publish a map of protected landscape regions, whose

reverse side will bear information about the dEZ's environmental

programme.

We have been issuing information materials describing the

advantages and disadvantages of alternative energy sources, the

greenhouse effect, nuclear power, etc.. We provide the materi;�'-

to those environmental organizations and their information anL:

education centres that ask for them.

We have been supporting an environmentally oriented secondary

school in northern Bohemia.

We support energy savings. We have been testing electric

appliances and recommending the power-saving ones to the public.

Twice we organized the sale of power-saving fluorescent lamps at

substantially reduced prices. We have been taking part in

environmentally oriented exhibitions, presenting there dEZ's

programme to help the environment.

Within its educational programme, dEZ has entered into

cooperation with the TEREZA group, which is active within the

Czech Environmentalist Society. This group promotes the

introduction of environmental education at schools. Together with



TEREZA we developed a project named "What you learn when you are

young ... 11, which encourages classes or groups of children to

contribute to the improvement of the environment in the

surroundings of their school, in energy savings at home and at

school, and which teaches them how to handle wastes properly.

I would like to talk about this educational programme in more

detail. The parts of the project have names inspired by Czech

proverbs. The name of first part is "If you are not lazy, your

garden will be green". It gives advice on how to work with

vegetation - grass, flowers, shrubs and trees - for the school to

combine with nature and to become the most beautiful in town.

Children will learn to transform a piece of land into grass, to

make a hedge row, to make the walls of a building more vivid with

creepers, and to make a roof green. The second part of the

programme is named "Saving is having", where "saving" means

energy saving. The children try various concepts and ideas to

save energy at school or at home and to reduce energy waste, and

calculate the resulting money and energy savings. The third part,

"What you can recycle today ... 11, is aimed at wastes. The

children learn to sort wastes, to recycle and reuse them. The

most important part of the whole project is the methodological

part named "Just really try, and you will succeed", which

instructs the teachers on how to set up the project, plan its

activities, recruit collaborators and raise funds, inform about

the activities, and evaluate the results. This methodological

part will assist the teachers in guiding children in their work

and implementation of their own ideas. The programme has the form

of worksheets with auxiliary materials - illustrative posters and

brochures dealing with wastes, energy savings and vegetation. In

connection with this programme, children will receive a special

1995 diary which, in the form of an all-year game, will stimulate
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them to save energy. Small coloured "energy men" are the

children's companion through the diary, explaining to them the

physical laws and properties of energy sources and encouraging

them to save energy. 

The first reactions from schools show appreciation of our

cooperation with the environmental educating organization.

Special training seminars are also organized for teachers. So

far, 250 children group throughout the whole Czech Republic have

been taking part in the project. This first year is a testing

year. The experience from it and its feedback will be

subsequently evaluated, and teachers' comments will be taken into

account when upgrading the programme.

This project is a manifestation of dEZIs commitment and

willingness to support energy-saving programmes.- generate

electricity in an environmentally friendly manner, and

communicate with the environmentally oriented public.


