
3 6

XA04C1414

IMATRAN VOIMA OY
Group Communications
Marke Heininen-0janperd 10 November, 1994

ENS PIME 95

BUILDING UP TRUST WITH FEMALE POLITICIANS
AND WOMEN'S ORGANIZATIONS

I THE MAIN PROBLEM

Since the Finnish Parliament by its decision on September 24, 1993, cancelled
or abandoned the option of a fifth nuclear unit for Finland, it has been difficult
to approach the politicians in terms of promoting nuclear energy.

Thus, our lacking of a concrete target, namely a scheme, a program or a
definite project, has brought about an opportunity to find new and innovational
forms of influence. As the future option of nuclear energy should be kept open
from the energy security point of view and because existing installations are in
operation with the consequently piling up nuclear waste, the dialogue should
continue in a balanced and constructive way. Moreover, the environmental
benefits of the existing and possible future units are always available.

This general condition, the lack of a visible objective, applies to both male
and female promoters, but it may be that men are more dependent on working
in society in line with their Big Project thinking whereas the ladies' social
roles have traditionally been more maintenance-oriented.

2 THE MAIN TECHNIQUE

The just described situation was also experienced by the Finnish WIN-
organization, the NS Energy Channel, which had since 1990 travelled along
with the general expectations and activities related to the anticipated fifth unit.

By chance, we had received an invitation - already before the Parliamentary
decision - to attend a real Mega Project at a female grass-roots level, the
Nordic Forum 1994 in Turku, Finland. This event was initially entitled
"Women's Life and Work - Joy and Freedom". The event was connected with
the United Nations World Conferences on Women, of which the first one was
held in Mexico City 1975), the second in Copenhagen 1980) and the third in
Nairobi 1985).
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All this had been a process of building up a worldwide women's network with
the next signpost being Beijing 1995) to provide a framework for promoting a
greater equality and an opportunity for women based on the three objectives of
the UN Decade for Women - equality, development and peace.

After the Nairobi conference the women of the Nordic countries wanted to
arrange a conference of their own with the target of emphasizing the
Scandinavian view for the next worldwide event. It was held in Oslo in 1988
and the Turku conference was the second one in this chain.

The Nordic Council of Ministers was responsible for the financing and
coordinating of this gigantic event offering an opportunity for citizens'
organizations to work together with politicians. The organizing committee was
manned with top level female politicians and opinion leaders.

The FNS Energy Channel, the small scientific female group, decided to attend
the Turku event expecting new experience from the 900 seminars, 200 theme
lectures, 400 presentations and diverse cultural and sports events - altogether
more than 2000 events.

Our working group set up an exhibition stand featuring two major themes, viz.
household energy use and conservation and the sources of radiation, in
particular radon in houses and drinking water. In addition, two lectures on
these issues were given at the Themes' Square". 14 of the 45 members of the
FNS Energy Channel occupied the stand by taking turns and discussing these
issues with interested visitors. Moreover, each of them was moving about
visiting other stands of the Forum and actively attending discussions in such a
way as to meet people and make contacts. Press releases on our major
lectures/issues were also provided.

3 THE MAIN SOLUTION

Our main target groups, in addition to the general participants at the Forum,
were particularly the female political oganizations, environmental organizations
and anti-nuclear groups with or without an affinity to opposing nuclear
weapons.

With reference to first-hand results, it may be mentioned that our messages
appeared to be well chosen. 'Me issues were directly from womens' everyday
life and inspired many participants. The modesty and "homespun" appearance
of our stand with professional women of different ages promoted an affinity
between visitors and us.
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We became approachable and had long discussions with many people, usually
hard to approach, such as members of health care organizations and nuclear
dissidents. There was a lot of information exchange and many visits to power
plants were agreed upon. Moreover, the members of the NS Energy Channel
gained practical experience in dealing with difficult questions.

As for our "main problem", the Forum really appeared to be one way to reach
for female politicians and members of womens' organizations. A higher profile,
however, would have brought simultaneous results at a higher level; if we had
been involved with the organizing committee itself, we might have generated a
stronger influence. Considering the immensity of the fair, it might also have
helped, if we had presented a more visible performance or been there in greater
numbers (about 16 000 attended throughout the week - 40 000 are expected to
Beijing).

4 WHAT IS NEW?

The first novelty found at the exhibition was the fact that the Finnish Nuclear
Society had never before participated in this kind of event. Consequently, the
FNS was unknown in spite of its being in existence for over 20 years.
Therefore we had to explain many times who we were - a branch of a
scientific society - and that most of our members are working in jobs related to
radiation and nuclear energy. Our "hands-on" experts and professionals from
e.g. the Isotope Department of the Helsinki University Central Hospital, the
Finnish Centre for Radiation and Nuclear Safety, the Department for Radiation
Chemistry in University of Helsinki and Loviisa and Olkiluoto nuclear power
plants, were also clearly substantiating our veracity.

As for the credibility side of our occupational challenge, we could observe that
we were accepted without any prejudice to the general framework of all other
organizers, attendants and participants in the neighbouring stands, which were
occupied by e.g. natural healers, hair analysts, nurses, the Grandmothers against
Nuclear Weapons, the Green Women, meditators etc.

One logical explanation for all this could be that our exhibition stand was
practically self-made and miniature size as opposed to the usual professional
frameworks for business promotion. The illogical female answer is, of course,
that we were truly at an equal floor-level with all the others flowing and
stopping by.
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On the other hand, our credibility may be a natural outcome of the fact, that
like most of the women approaching us, most of us had to manage on private
resources and on our own time, e.g. annual leave, as our employers are still not
able to allocate their resources for this kind of activity. Too often we learned
that many of us had been discouraged to attend this major event, although the
company brochures on our desk appeared to be in high demand, finding their
way to the handbags carrying them to e.g. schoolchildren at home. The few
men visiting the stand seemed to be fascinated by the copper capsule model
standing in the comer and presenting the common Scandinavian way to deposit
spent nuclear fuel.


