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ABSTRACT

There are few issues in our society causing more concern among the general public
- for several reasons - than the radioactive waste. There are also few areas where
the gap between the laymen views on risks differ more from the objective scientific
views of the involved expertise.

After many years of R&D there exist technologies to take care of today's waste
products and also solid knowledge for the long term solutions; the big problem of
today is therefore - will society make use of it?

Can we bridge the gap in views between experts and the layman to facilitate
necessary political support and decisions for the radioactive waste issues?

The paper deals with the political, social and opinionforming aspects of the decision
process and its elements and relation to the scientific and technical issues. For the
building of a deep repository it is not at all enough to satisfy scientific and technical
requirements. Today it is in particular obvious that we need a drastically much better
process to handle the political, social and opinionforming aspects. Without this we
will not get the necessary support to bring ongoing programmes for long term
solutions forward.

The communication process must be drastically more understandable and better
address peoples concerns. Todays knowledge allow for simplifications and
structuring of problems. Perspectives can and must be given not only on traditional
factors as risks over time, the large safety margins, rather in what way waste can be
a problem for an individual human and the importance of the circumstances.

Most aspects are debated in connection with the siting of a repository. The ongoing
Swedish programme aiming to build a first phase of a deep repository illustrate
several of siting aspects in a general way.

The last five years experience from the Swedish programme and its interaction with
many groups in the society like municipalities are discussed.
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