
XA04C 362

MASS MEDIA COVERAGE OF THE CHANGES IN THE
ENVIRONMENT OF ELECTRICITY PRODUCTION IN SPAIN

Santiago San Antonio, Spanish Nuclear Industry Forum

SUMMARY OF THE PIME 98 CONFERENCE

The Spanish Nuclear Industry Forum, created in 1962, brings together those
Spanish companies which are involved in the peaceful use of nuclear energy, looking
after the integration and coordination of their interests within a framework of the highest
levels of safety and reliability in the operation of the country's nuclear power plants.

One of the Forum's main objectives is to coordinate activities with a view to providing
and sharing information and to bringing about the joining of forces for achievement of
the goals of the industry involved in the peaceful use of nuclear energy as a sector, as
well as to providing public opinion with objective and timely information on the reality of
this sector.

Another of the areas in which the Forum is heavily involved is training. It is essential
that education and training in nuclear energy-related matters be promoted.

In addition, the Forum's work includes acting as a point of connection for the nuclear
industry, promoting the sector's position in relation to national and international
legislative proposals.

All the main Spanish companies involved in the peaceful use of nuclear energy are
represented in the Forum. The members are divided into five groups:

Electricity Utilities
Nuclear Power Plants
Nuclear and Radioactive Installations operating companies,
component manufacturers and the suppliers of nuclear
systems.
Engineering and Nuclear and Radiological Services
Companies, nuclear technology development organisations
and Civil Works and Erection companies.
Public and private associations and organisations.

The subject matter analysed in this paper is the Electricity sector bill passed on 13 1h

November 1997. This new Law comes into being with three main objectives: to
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guarantee electricity supply, to ensure the quality of that supply and to reduce costs to
the minimum.

The new Law implies important changes which affect the national electricity sector. The
most important of its consequences is a moving away from the idea of a public service
under state control. The State's role in planning is restricted to electricity transport
installations.

Within this new market system, nuclear power will need to be competitive in relation to
other energy sources, with emphasis laid on two highly important points: the reduction
of production costs and the maintenance and improvement of levels of nuclear safety
and radiological protection.

The events leading up to the signing of the new Bill have served as a basis for a wide
repercussion in the press.

The period analysed with regard to the press is twelve months (December 1996 to
November 1997). n total, almost 1,500 informative and opinion-teading articles were
published during this period in both the national and local daily newspapers.

The legislative reform in question also came in for a great deal of attention on radio and
television. We have centred our analysis on the press because of the wide variety of
information presented in the opinion pages and the way in which the news items have
been handled. The information published on the new Electricity sector Bill has mainly
been included in the economy and national news sections. The number of opinion-
leading articles which has appeared in the press exceeds what is normal.

Underlining the messages most frequently appearing in the information published is
necessary in order to be able to study what is known by public opinion in relation to the
subject. The press messages having thus been identified, they are contrasted with
those which should have been broadcast. The distance separating what was published
and what should really have been underlined implies a knowledge gap for public
opinion.

In spite of the amount and amplitude - and in most cases the quality - of the information
published in relation to the new legislation, certain of the most important concepts have
gone unnoticed by the media. As is so often the case, the press has emphasised the
more ,social" and controversial facts.
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