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Russia's possibilities in nuclear fuel reprocessing are well known. RT-1 plant with 400
tons/year in the Chelyabinsk region can provide reprocessing of fuel from Russian and
Central European VVER-440 reactors, as well as from transport and research reactors.
After reconstruction, it will be also able to reprocess fuel from "large" water-water
reactors.

Former military complex Kasnoyarsk-26 with unique underground installations situated
in rock galleries, already has an aqueous facility for storage of 6000 tons of SNF, half-
built plant RT-2 for nuclear fuel reprocessing with 1500 tons/year capacity, as well as
the projects of "dry" storage facility for 30000 tons of SNF and of MOX fuel production
plant.

Russian nuclear specialists understand well, that the economic efficiency of nuclear fuel
reprocessing industry shows itself only in case of large-scale production, which would
require consolidation of the countries, which develop nuclear energy. They also
understand, that Russia has all the possibilities to become one of the centers of such a
consolidation and to use these possibilities for the benefit of the country.

The idea of foreign nuclear fuel reprocessing (for a long time realized for East and
Central Europe countries, which operate Soviet-design reactors) has existed in the
specialists' minds, and sometimes has appeared in the mass media.

For example, an interesting event was represented by a "Swiss wave", when in
September of 1998 the Greenpeace has published a supposedly secret protocol of
intentions concerning reprocessing of Swiss nuclear fuel in Russia, signed by
representatives of the Russian Minatorn and the Swiss nuclear industry. Then the Swiss
TV channel SF1 has released an 'exciting" video showing removal of concrete blocks
near a lake, with a comment on "radioactive waste burial in Russian manner", which
was intended to persuade the TV audience, that they are witnessing the dumping of
containers with "civil" radwaste in Russian waters. In reality, this video film, shot at the
territory of the plant for military plutonium production (stopped in the end of the 80ies),
was showing the closure of the Karachai lake, which has been used as storage pool for
liquid waste of the military production.

By the way, rehabilitation of territories of nuclear fuel cycle enterprises in Russia
continues, including the Karachai lake, which contains 120 million Curie of
radioactivity. Unfortunately, Russia simply has no money for complete solution of the
problems of radiation military legacy. The required amount - five-six billion USD -
looks quite moderate if compared to the American plans to spend at least 250 billion
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USD for liquidation of consequences of their own military programs. However, even
such a sum cannot be found in the Russian budget.

And then, during discussion of the budget for 2000, the Russian Minatom has made a
daring step. A real program, how to find money needed for solving the "radiation
legacy" problem, was proposed. With this purpose, it was proposed to permit storage
and further reprocessing of other countries' SNF on Russian territory. It is well known,
that another countries' SNF is accepted for reprocessing by UK and France, and Russia
itself accepts the spent fuel assemblies from Bulgarian, Hungarian, Slovak and
Ukrainian VVERs, under the agreements signed in the 70-80ies.

It is quite obvious, that this initiative couldn't have been accepted immediately,
moreover that today its way is blocked by the Law "On natural environment protection",
adopted in the first months of "Russia's liberation from the Union".

Article 50 of the Law contains paragraph 3 which is characteristic, in its overwhelming
simplicity, for the romantic period of "democracy's victory over common sense":
"Import, for storage and disposal, of radioactive waste and materials from other
countries, dumping and disposal in space of radioactive waste and materials are
forbidden". Certainly, this legal clause, actually forbidding even the CIS nuclear
warheads' return to Russia, leaving aside the international agreements on fuel return
from NPPs built by the Union, began to shake under President's orders, governmental
decisions, etc. - however, it still exists, though "the ice has begun to move".

State Durna deputies have submitted to the Parliament the bill "On industrial
reprocessing and storage of spent nuclear fuel", which, for the first time in Russian
legislation, removing the label of "nuclear waste" from SNF. This proposal has already
been supported by Russian institutions, responsible for nuclear safety, population health
and state of the environment: Gosatornnadzor, State Ecological Committee, Ministry of
Health, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and many others.

Certainly, this Minatom's initiative has resulted in a wave of negative emotions in the
mass media, which, however, has very soon calmed. Main opponents - Professor
A.Yablokov, former President's Advisor on Ecology, who behaves as "the country's
chief ecologist", and T.Zlotnikova, Chairwoman of the State Duma's (lower chamber of
the Parliament) Committee on Ecology - have both published sharp articles: "We don't
need somebody's waste, we have enough waste of our own" (A.Yablokov) and
"Minatom's activities ... are a threat for the country's national security" (T.Zlotnikova).

Nevertheless, "the caravan moves". 10 of Russian regio-ns'Govemors (from the total of
89 subjects of the Federation) have announced their support of "SNF import". Moreover,
40% of income from international "labour division" in SNF reprocessing, in accordance
with the new draft law, would be used "to liquidate the negative consequences of
previous nuclear enterprises' activities in Russia".
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The final decision depends on the new Parliament, which will be elected on December
19, 1999, and on the public. The position of Russian nuclear specialists is clear. If our
joint goal with ecologists will be to achieve the maximum possible reliability and safety
of existing and future nuclear industries - we shall go the same way. If one of the parties
has a goal of closing the nuclear power industry, and, to begin with - to ban nuclear fuel
reprocessing, - we shall take another way. We are convinced that without nuclear energy
the mankind has no future, and is (and will be) no normal ecology without it.

This is still more important for Russia, which has to solve the ecological problems of its
cities, of fuel energy complex, the problems of water and air purity, as well as the
issues of territories' rehabilitation from the consequences of nuclear military activities.
That's why we shall not cede our position to anyone. Sooner or later the country's public
will understand and agree with such a conclusion.
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