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In the mid 1980s the Labour Party's position and clear intention was to phase out nuclear
generated power in the UK. BNFL's reprocessing business was singled out for particular
criticism. Many argued that this sounded the death knell for an industry with a legacy of
negative public opinion and no commercial future.

How against this background then was the Rt. Hon Tony Blair able, on 9 June 1999, to state
that Jf we were to question the continued operation of Thorp, I think that would not be right.
Thorp is an operation with orders now valued at some 12 billion, it provides 6000 skilled
jobs, it indirectly supports many more... I do not support the case of those who would like us
to abandon Thorp."?

Furthermore, in June 1999 the Royal Society stated that ,it is vital to keep the nuclear option
open" and in October of the same year the House of Commons Trade Industry Select
Comn-iittee went further and advised,, a formal presumption be made now for the purposes of
long-term planning that new nuclear plant may be required in the course of the next two
decades"

On 13 July 1999, the Secretary of State for Trade Industry, Rt. Hon Stephen Byers,
announced a possible sale of up to 49% of BNFL by a Public Private Partnership.

Dare we view this as the genesis of a nuclear renaissance for the United Kingdom?

This clear change in political attitude towards the nuclear option has come about as a result of
a concerted public and government relations effort over the past ten years. That said, many
barriers remain if we are to meet the challenge of delivering new nuclear build in the UK.

Public opinion may allow new build but only if the industry demonstrates a track record of
safety and environmental stewardship. There will always be the ,not in my back yard"
argument so we must be a good neighbour and, most importantly of all, a long-term solution
must be found for the disposal of nuclear waste.

If the stage is set for the nuclear renaissance, the industry's challenge is to deliver the climate
in which this renaissance can happen.
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