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When the Federal Government developed its phase-out scenario in the autumn of

1998, this was happening at a time in which the public debate about nuclear energy in

Germany had waned and the anti-nuclear movement among the population had clearly

lost much of its backing. Since the beginning of the 90s, the proportion of Germans

referring to themselves as "opponents of nuclear power" has gone down from almost

19 to only just 12 %.

This decrease has been particularly strong among younger Germans: While in 1990

29 were still opposed to nuclear power, in 1999 this figure was only 17 %. Within the

age group of 30 - 44 year-olds, 26 were against nuclear power in 1990; today, it is

only 16 %. As for Germans aged 45+, the number of nuclear-power opponents

decreased within this period by around 6 to a mere .

The issue of the "use of nuclear power", which used to be ideologically charged and

discussed with great passion in Germany for a long time, has cooled off, so to say.

Taking apart an ever decreasing minority of militant opponents, the issue is considered

by the public in a more and more matter-of-fact way, with a rational balancing of

advantages and drawbacks, chances and risks.

For many people, abandoning nuclear power has become a lesser personal priority

over the past years, and the circle of those defining their ideological position especially

by their aitude towards nuclear energy has become smaller - the passion with which

this issue used to be charged has largely expired. In the cooler, more penetrating light

of the prevailing new, sober way of looking at things, the militant protests against

nuclear power have also been viewed with increasing criticism.

Correspondingly, there exist quite different views about the further use of this

technology, and what the public wants especially in view of the planned phase-out is a

prudent energy policy, based on a careful analysis of the consequences.



In contrast to this, a general discomfort has increased within the last months, triggered

by the impression that the political line can at present hardly be discerned or

calculated.

The overwhelming majority of Germans feel that this course is unclear and unsteady.

At the same time, however, there is a widespread need for calculability and steadiness

as well as for carefulness and caution in connection with political decisions of far-

reaching consequences.

This aspect is one of the major points of the current opinion poll on the topic: "Have

public attitudes in Germany towards nuclear energy changed?", which is being

carried out by the Institut fr Demoskopie Alensbach on behalf of the nformationskreis

Kemenergie.

Apart from this first major point, this poll is to find out which general course an energy

policy should ideally take according to public opinion, along which lines such an energy

policy should orientate itself, what is the place value of the principle of having an

energy mix, and how much importance is attributed to sustainability.

Another focus lies on probing the knowledge of those polled in order to check to what

extent the population assesses correctly the quantitative importance of nuclear power

and alternative energies and how well it is informed about the potentials of different

forms of energy.

The specific points that are investigated are:

• Which energy policy guidelines find the support of the population?

• How important does the population think is it to orientate an energy policy on the

principle of having an energy mix and drawing energy from as many sources as

possible?

• What does the population associate with the principle of a sustained energy

policy?

• How far does it want a steady energy policy and long-term perspectives?

• Judgement of the current energy policy in general, and specifically of the policy

concerning nuclear energy
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• Basic position on nuclear energy

• Assessment of the advantages and risks of nuclear energy

• State of information regarding the importance of nuclear energy and that of other

energy sources

Assessment of the future importance of different energy sources

• Favoured line of a future nuclear energy policy

• Willingness to make sacrifices in return for a phase-out of nuclear energy

• Support for the continued development of reactor technology

• Place value of the argument that German expertise can contribute to higher safety

standards world-wide

• Where does the population think lie the risks above all: in Germany, in Western or

Eastern Europe, in Russia, in Asian countries, or in the USA?

The results of the opinion poll will be available at the end of January 2000, and the

summary of its major findings will form the basis for the paper to be given at PIME

2000.
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